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RABBI YY JACOBSON WILL
BE IN SHUL THIS SHABBOS

עֲשֵה לְךָ שְתֵי
חֲצוֹצְרתֹ כֶסֶף

HACHANA L'SHABBOS 
SHIUR WITH R' BERGER 
ON WEDNESDAY 
NIGHTS

LIKUTEI MOHARAN 
WITH R' YOILY KLEIN 
ON THURSDAY NIGHTS

PARSHA SHIUR WITH 
RABBI WEBER ON 
TUESDAY NIGHTS IN 20 
UPSTAIRS

SEMICHAS 
CHAVER SHIUR 
WITH RABBI 
COREN ON 
SUNDAY NIGHTS
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Rabbi Daniel Coren
RABBI
914-645-4199
rabbidac@gmail.com

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Rosh Kollel, Kollel Boker & 
Night Kollel
845-200-3719
rabbischeiner@18forshay.com

GABBAIM
845-200-3720 *1

MAKE A DIFFERENCE—SUPPORT TORAH AND TEFILLAH AT 
BAIS MEDRASH OHR CHAIM! DONATE TODAY!

JOIN THE OHR CHAIM
WHATSAPP COMMUNITY!
G E T  T H E  S CO O P  O N  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S ,
P O P U L A R  S H I U R I M
A N D  M O R E

Shabbos Zmanim

Thank you to our Gabbaim  Ephrayim Yurowitz and Tzvi Blech

F R I D A Y  N I G H T  M I N C H A / K A B A L L A S  S H A B B O S

S H A B B O S

CANDLE LIGHTING  8:07 PM

18 Main 20 Upstairs 
Chabad

Shkiya

7:10 PM 8:12 PM 8:25 PM

20 Upstairs- 
Vasikin

18 Main- 
Ashkenaz

Tent א 20 Upstairs - 
Chabad

in 18 Main

4:44 AM 8:00 AM 9:15 AM 10:00 AM 10:30 AM

Pirchei 18 Main
Mincha

Shkiya Tent א
Maariv :40

18 Main
Maariv :50

2:00 PM 8:10 PM 8:26 PM 9:06 PM 9:16 PM

Weekday Zmanim

BET EDITOR: bet@18forshay.com 
Shalom Mashbaum EDITOR
Aliza Estrin GRAPHIC DESIGNER

All advertisements in this 
publication should not be 
read on Shabbos.

TO ADVERTISE: 
betads@18forshay.com

BAIS MEDRASH OHR CHAIM
18 Forshay Rd. Monsey NY 10952 
info@18forshay.com
845-200-3720
www.18forshay.com

SHACHRIS :
VASIKIN

EVERY 15 MIN 
from 6:15 AM until a half hour 
before chatzos

MINCHA:
MINCHA GEDOLA 

EVERY 15 MIN. until 7pm

EVERY 5 MIN. from 7am 
until 60
 
12 MIN. before plag 
 
12 MIN. before shkia

MAARIV :
PLAG
 
EVERY 5 MIN. from shkia 
until 72 
 
EVERY 10 MIN. From 
9:50pm until 11:00 P.M.
 
EVERY 15 MIN. From 
11:00 .PM. to 2:00 A.M.

E A R L Y  F R I D A Y  M I N C H A : 1:30 PM & every 15 minutes from 1:45 PM until 4:30 PM  

LATE MAARIV MOTZEI SHABBOS: 9:30 PM & every 15 minutes until 12:30 AM | 18 Main
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MIKVA 
Open 24 hours. Mikva cards can be 
purchased at the Sofer truck.

SOFER TRUCK
Open daily Sunday-Thursday,
9:30AM-1PM, 4PM-6PM

MATBIA CARD RELOAD 
Accessible 24 hours in 
18 Main, Back Room

ATM MACHINE 
Accessible 24 hours 
in 18 Main, Back Room

Services
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True Humility
There is a beautiful thought brought in the 

sefer Ohel Moshe, which he quotes from Rav 
Yerucham Levovitz zt”l.

In this week’s parshah, Moshe Rabbeinu 
seemingly complains to Hashem:

 “האנכי הריתי את כל העם הזה… כי תאמר אלי שאהו
בחיקך”

“Did I conceive this entire nation… that You 
tell me to carry them in my bosom?”

Rav Yerucham points out something remark-
able: We do not find any pasuk where Hashem 
explicitly tells Moshe Rabbeinu, “בחיקך  ”,שאהו 
“Carry them in your bosom.”

Rav Yerucham explains with a powerful in-
sight. When a person possesses a certain ability, 
talent, or positive quality, that itself is Hashem’s 
command to use it. The very fact that Hashem 
gave you a koach means He expects you to uti-
lize it.

Because of this, Rav Yerucham taught that 
every person is obligated to know his strengths, 
talents, and positive qualities, because possess-
ing them means you are commanded to use 
them.

In fact, Rav Yerucham is quoted as saying in 
Yiddish:

 “עס איז זייער נישט גוט אז איינער ווייסט נישט זיינע
ער נישט אויף וואס צו ארבעטן.  חסרונות ווייל דאן ווייסט 
 אבער אוי ואווי אז איינער ווייסט נישט זיינע מעלות ווייל דאן
האט ער נישט מיט וואס צו ארבעטן.”

In simple English: If a person does not know 
his shortcomings, it is not good, because he does 

not know what he needs to work on. But it is far 
worse when a person does not know his positive 
qualities, because then he has nothing with which 
to work.

Many people make the mistake of thinking 
that humility means believing they are nothing. 
That is a tragedy because they lose out on ex-
actly what Rav Yerucham is teaching. As we see 
throughout sifrei machshavah and mussar, ana-
vah — humility — does not mean denying one’s 
qualities. Rather, it means knowing exactly who 
you are, recognizing both your strengths and 
your shortcomings, while understanding clearly 
that everything is a gift from Hashem. These are 
the tools Hashem gave us to accomplish our mis-
sion, repair what we need to repair in this world, 
and bring goodness into the world.

Over a decade ago, I came to Bais Medrash 
Ohr HaChayim, and one of the first people to join 
my daily Daf Yomi shiur was Dr. Benjy Goldstein 
z”l.

After just a few days, I realized what a gift 
Benjy was. He possessed an encyclopedic mind 
filled with gems and insights. Whenever I raised a 
topic, he would pull out a sefer and show a rele-
vant source. He actually gifted me many sefarim 
over the years, which reflected another one of his 
beautiful qualities, a generous heart and a genu-
ine joy in sharing inspiration. Many of the favorite 
insights I have shared over the years in my daily 
videos came from him.

But above all, his genuine humility stood out 
the most. He was never intrusive, and he nev-

er showed off his knowledge. He 
would patiently listen to others first 
and only then share his thoughts. He had a way 
of making you feel smart, even when he knew far 
more than you.

Together, we studied many subjects that 
are not commonly learned, including the Akda-
mus recited on Shavuos and “Kegavna,” recited 
Friday night. As knowledgeable as he was, he 
maintained tremendous respect for rabbanim 
and rebbes. This is an area where many struggle. 
Sometimes, a working man who has acquired a 
little knowledge already feels entitled to give his 
opinion on what Klal Yisrael should be doing, es-
pecially if he also possesses wealth or influence. 
It is not easy to know one’s place, especially 
when it requires bittul to talmidei chachamim. But 
that is the difference between someone who truly 
possesses yiras Shamayim and someone who 
does not.

All of this made Benjy deeply beloved to all 
who knew him, especially those who had the priv-
ilege to learn with him.

May he be a meilitz yosher for his almana, 
Rita, for the entire mishpachah, and for all of Klal 
Yisrael.

And may we draw inspiration from his qual-
ities — to recognize our own strengths and use 
them for tikkun ha’olam.

RABBI DANIEL COREN

SEMICHAS CHAVER SHIUR
in R’ Coren’s office
every Sunday at 8:00 PMSH
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The Wise Man and the Fool
The crown of the wise is their wealth, but the 

foolishness of the fools is but foolishness (Mishlei 
14:24).

In this piece, the Zera Shimshon explains 
why the crown of the wise is their wealth. This is 
seemingly contradictory to every other teaching 
of the Chachamim. The end of the passuk needs 
elucidation as well, as it seems repetitious and is 
ambiguous.

He explains based on the following state-
ment of Chazal:

The Gemara (Shabbos 119a) says, “Tithe so 
that you shall become rich.” If one fulfills the mitz-
vah of ma’aser properly, he will not lose; on the 
contrary, he will only gain financially. 

Regarding the tithing of produce, there is 
another Gemara (Brachos 35b) that contrasts 
the earlier generations’ willingness to fulfill the 

mitzvos, or the lack thereof, with the later gener-
ations’ attempts to exempt themselves from be-
ing required to do them. The earlier generations 
brought their produce through the main entrance 
of their houses. According to halachah, this ob-
ligated them to separate the required ma’aser. 
They did this intentionally so that they would be 
obligated to fulfill the mitzvah. The later gener-
ations did the exact opposite. They specifically 
brought the produce through the roof (skylight) 
and other back entrances so that they would not 
be obligated by halachah to separate ma’aser.

Concerning one who does not separate the 
necessary gifts from his produce, the Gemara 
(Brachos 63a) makes the following frightening 
statement. “One who does not give terumah 
and ma’aser to the kohen eventually will have to 
come to the kohen to check his wife for being a 
sotah (suspected unfaithful wife).”

With these introductions, the Zera Shimshon 
explains the aforementioned passuk.

When a person follows the halachos of 
ma’aser properly, he is blessed with wealth. 
This person is indeed wise. And his wisdom is 
mirrored by his wealth, since it is indicative that 
he follows the mitzvah of ma’aser as he should.

The fool, on the other hand, who tries to free 
himself of the obligation of ma’aser, thinking he 
will profit more that way, only goes from one 
foolishness to another. Firstly, this is because 
he does not end up gaining financially. And the 
second foolishness that results from his act is the 
fact that now he will have the anguish of having 
to bring his wife to the kohen as a sotah.

ZERA SHIMSHON

ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR 
BY RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM BURGER
THURSDAY 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)

Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group
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How We Relate to Mental 
Illness, Part II

Continued from last week
2. STOP TRYING TO MAKE YOUR 
CHILD “FIT IN.”

Parents and educators must be attuned 
to what their children and students need today 
based on who they are at this very moment. Do 
not try to create a child who will make you look 
good and make you proud in your own social 
and religious circles. Do not try to force your child 
to “look good” so that everything appears normal. 
Your goal is to allow your children to discover 
their own depth, their own soul, their own beauty, 
their own purpose, their own creativity, and their 
own connection to G-d. You want to make your 
children believe that they are more powerful than 
all of their trauma; that they may have “chains,” 
but their soul and willpower are more potent than 
all the chains that life conferred upon them.

How do you give youngsters that sense of 
power? By loving them infinitely and uncondition-
ally. By making them feel and understand how 
valuable and powerful they are and how much 
G-d believes in them, even if they do not be-
lieve in themselves. How awesome and perfect 
they are in the core of their being, which nobody 
can ever take away. No illness, no molester, no 
traumatic experience, can ever rob them of their 
wholesome, perfect, sacred, confident, joyful, 

holy, and Divine core. There is a sacred, unshak-
able purity and sense of wellness in each of us 
that nothing can tarnish and destroy. We need to 
show our children that they do not need to fear 
their own challenges because we do not fear 
them. They can talk about them, they can look 
at them, and they can share them with us. We 
love them unconditionally, and we believe that a 
“chelek Elokah mima’al,” a “fragment of G-d,” as 
the mystics define the soul, can overcome trau-
ma, abuse, mental illness, and addiction.

Never allow your children’s choices to be-
come a personal affront to yourself, and never 
sever the relationship. Keep the bonds as strong 
as ever. Talk to experts who will help you, but ex-
perts who believe that a soul is “a part of G-d,” 
that every Jew is holy forever, and that, as Elijah 
the Prophet says (in the Midrash Tanna D’vei Eli-
yahu, Chapter 14), the Jew comes before Torah. 
You break the Tablets to save a Jew!

(Some of us will never forget the endless flow 
of tears when the Lubavitcher Rebbe communi-
cated this message on Simchas Torah 1986 and 
then again on Shabbos Shoftim 1989. It is one 
of the deepest memories etched in my mind. I 
never saw the Rebbe weep with such intensity 
and for so long—and on Simchas Torah! The 
Rebbe said then that the entire Torah concludes 
with the story of Moshe breaking the Holy Tablets 
because the ultimate message and zenith of all 

of Torah is: We break even the To-
rah to save a Jewish soul.)

This is not because Torah is secondary. To 
the contrary, the Jewish soul is one with Torah. 
“Yisrael, Oraisa, v’Kudeshah Brich Hu Kula 
Chad,” the Jewish people, Torah, and G-d are all 
bound up in a singular oneness. By breaking the 
Luchos (the Tablets) and embracing a soul, you 
are allowing the neshamah to ultimately discover 
the Torah etched within her very core.

Stop trying to make your child “fit in” at all 
costs, even at the cost of their miserable future 
and dignity. Do not worry about what your rel-
atives will say at the next family simcha. Think 
about one thing and one thing only: What do I 
need to do to allow my child to flourish, to dis-
cover their infinite dignity, to feel wanted, loved, 
cherished, and accomplished?
3. TALK AND LISTEN—CONSTANTLY.

We must constantly talk to our kids and listen 
to them. We must talk to them about the dangers 
of abuse of all forms and always, always com-
municate with them, watch them, listen to them, 
be attentive to their state of mind, and build un-
shakable bonds of trust with them.

More than anything, do not make them feel 
like outcasts, losers, disappointments. Believe 
in them, so that they can believe in themselves. 
See them as fragments of G-d, as particles of ho-
liness, as rays of infinity.

RABBI YY JACOBSON

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main)   •   TUESDAY Women's Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd) 

SHABBOS Friday Night – before Barchu (20 Upstairs))   •   Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00  PM (20 Upstairs)  
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.SH
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Shiurei Torah: Make Time for More 
Shiurim and Better Understanding

To someone who has written to the Rebbe that he does not have enough 
time for his shiurim, the Rebbe writes:

 …. And about what he writes that he is short of time [for his shiurim]: a 
person’s ability to use time effectively, as in other areas of life, depends on 
help from Above. As we see clearly in learning itself, at times, the logic and 
concepts that are being studied are grasped easily and understood well. At 
times, we need to put in a lot of effort and time, and after all that, the concepts 
are not sufficiently clear to him, even though we are talking about the same 
person, just at different times.

As the remedy of every mitzva is that it causes the addition of another 
mitzva, included in this is the shiurim [in Torah]. This said, when fulfilling it [i.e., 
another shiur in Torah,] it makes it easier to fulfill another mitzvah [another 
shiur], including making it easier to understand the concepts better [more 
clearly]. 

May it be the will [of Hashem] that he will give me good news.
==== Igros Kodesh V14, p. 289, Letter #5,052

The Seventy Elders
“And G-d said to Moshe, Gather unto Me seventy men of the 

elders of Israel.” (11:16)
Rashi explains that this was an answer to Moshe’s complaint 

that “I am not able alone.” (11:14)
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch (Frankfurt, Germany, 1808-

1888) asks, how can the command to gather these seventy elders 
serve to answer the murmurings of the Israelites?

He answers that the complaints of the people lacking meat did 
not stem from any physical hunger or starvation; rather, it implied 
clearly that they were lacking spirituality and faith. Assembling 
these seventy men from the nation’s elders would allow some of 
the piousness and devoutness from within them to radiate onto 
the rest of the nation. 

Rabbi Hirsch felt that if the Israelites were provided with spir-
itual sustenance, they might then appreciate that which had al-
ready been provided by G-d and be satiated, thereby no longer 
needing an outcry for meat.

UFARATZTA
RABBI SHALOM BER MUNITZ

RABBI
CHANOCH YERES
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What is Chuppah?
As we once again enter the wedding sea-

son, let us explore some of the rules and reg-
ulations of a Jewish wedding. 

There are many opinions as to the exact 
halachic definition of chuppah, also called ni-
sui’in. 	
YICHUD

Some Rishonim hold that a chuppah is for 
the chosson and kallah to be secluded in a 
private room. This is based on the following: 

The first sugya in Kesuvos (2a) tells us 
that if the kallah is a niddah, the wedding is 
delayed. Why can’t the chasunah take place if 
the kallah is a niddah? The Ran quotes some 
Rishonim, who explain that since a chuppah 
includes yichud, and it is forbidden for the 
chosson and kallah to be together in seclu-
sion, the chuppah cannot take place. 

This seems to be the opinion of the Ram-
bam (Ishus 10:1-2), who writes that chuppah 
is for the chosson to bring the kallah into his 
private quarters, which also includes yichud, 
and if the kallah is a niddah, the chuppah is 
invalid
HACHNASA LIRSHUSO – BRINGING 
HER INTO HIS HOME

However, the Ran takes strong issue with 
this opinion, quoting many sources in the Ge-
mara to prove that yichud is not a prerequi-
site in chuppah. Rather, he asserts, chuppah 
is when the chosson takes her into his own 
quarters for the sake of marriage. 

The Ran says that the proof from the Ge-
mara that the chuppah is delayed if the kallah 
is a niddah is no proof. Since the purpose of 
the chuppah is for the couple to be husband 
and wife, the chachamim did not expect them 
to get married when the kallah is a niddah. 

The Ran rules that we follow the latter 
opinion, and chuppah does not require yichud.
WHAT IS THE HALACHAH?

Halachically speaking, this question 
seems to be a dispute between the Mechaber 

and the Rama (E”H 55:1). Seemingly, 
the Mechaber follows the Rambam, as he of-
ten does, who includes yichud as a part of the 
chuppah. However, there is an apparent con-
tradiction in the Shulchan Aruch, because lat-
er on (61:2), the Mechaber writes that it is just 
preferable not to have a chuppah take place 
if the kallah is a niddah. This would seem to 
imply that the chuppah would be valid if done 
when the kallah is a niddah, which does not fit 
with the opinion of the Rambam. 

However, the Rama writes that others ar-
gue and do not include yichud as part of the 
chuppah. The Rama continues to follow this 
opinion and, later on (61:2), he writes that 
we allow a chuppah to take place even if the 
kallah is a niddah. This is, indeed, the minhag 
among the Ashkenazim, as is reported by 
the Maharsham (III:92), as well as the Aruch 
Hashulchan, Igros Moshe (E”H I:92), and 
Emes L’Yaakov (61:2). 

Both the Igros Moshe and Emes L’Yaakov 
add that while it is better to plan the chuppah 
to take place when the kallah is not a niddah, 
the wedding should not be delayed because 
of this. Some poskim are concerned with the 
opinion of the other Rishonim and will make 
another “chuppah” when the chosson and 
kallah do yichud. In fact, my grandfather told 
me that he was one of the eidim at a chuppas 
niddah and was subsequently called back at 
a later time to testify to the yichud.  
SUMMARY

According to some Rishonim, the halach-
ic requirement of chuppah requires that the 
chosson and kallah be secluded in a private 
room, known as yichud, and thus, a chuppas 
niddah is not permissible. This question may 
also be a machlokes between the Mechaber 
and the Rama. The minhag among the Ash-
kenazim is to allow a chuppah of a niddah, 
without yichud.  

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

KOLLEL BOKER
7:00-8:00AM
Chavrusa learning - Gemara 
Currently: מסכת יומא 
Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei 
Dyoma and relevant topics

NIGHT KOLLEL 
8:15-9:45PM
Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : הלכות צדקה

SHIURIM BY 
ROSH KOLLEL  
& FEATURED GUEST 
SPEAKERS
Daf Yomi | 8:45-9:45 PM
Mishna Yomis | 8:45-9:00 PM
Zera Shimshon Shiur | 8:15-9:00 PM 
Maharal Shiur |  9:15-9:45
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL
LEARNING
PROGRAMS:
Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal 
Holidays - by acclaimed Guest 
Speakers
Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim
Yeshivas Kiymu v’Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim
Shovevim Program / Early Friday 
morning learning b’retzifus.
Evening Shuirim in Halacha and 
Hashkafa by prominent Morei 
Horah

SHIUR SCHEDULE

Scan to join
Rabbi Scheiner’s Weekly
Halacha Whatsapp Group

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL 

UMAN

118 DAYS
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Gan haTorah
THE DIABOLICAL PLAN OF REQUESTING THE SLAV

 “והאספסף אשר בקרבו התאוו תאוה” 11:4
What was so abhorrent about this request to receive 

meat that it was considered a great sin? Klal Yisroel did not 
chas v’shalom request meat that was not kosher. Rather, 
they wanted to eat kosher meat in a way that was halachi-
cally permitted. In essence, Klal Yisroel were requesting 
“extras” that they did not need. Did they deserve to be pun-
ished harshly for innocently requesting more kosher food?

In truth, Klal Yisroel deserved a great punishment for a great 
sin, for what they were seeking was something else entirely. 
Throughout the years in the Midbar, when Klal Yisroel sinned, 
there was immediate retribution. They made the eigel, there 
was immediate punishment. They believed the false reports of 
the spies, there was immediate punishment. When a sin is fol-
lowed by immediate retribution, the one who sinned practically 
loses their free choice to sin again, since they know that if they 
sin again, there will be immediate punishment. Klal Yisroel saw 
again and again that Hakadosh Baruch Hu was watching, and 
it is not worthwhile to sin. This was done so that they would tru-
ly know that Hakadosh Baruch Hu runs the world. This would 
be embedded in their hearts so that when they would enter the 
land of Eretz Yisroel, although there would no longer be imme-
diate punishment, they would still know and understand that 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu runs the world, and this would help them 
refrain from sin.  

This lesson was also given on an individual basis through the 
mann. The mann was not in the same place for each person. 
For some, it was on their doorsteps, for others right outside the 
camp, and for others, far outside the camp. This was based on 

the righteousness of the individual. 
 
Each individual knew exactly where he stood with 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu depending on where his mann was. If 
one had to go far to get his mann, all would see that, and all 
would know that he was wicked.  

Arguments were adjudicated based on the location of the 
mann. If a husband and wife had a fight, and each claimed that 
the other was not acting properly, it would be determined the next 
morning. If the mann was found by the doorstep of the wife’s 
father, then it would be known that the wife was correct. If it was 
found on the doorstep of the husband, then it would be known 
that the husband was correct. (קהלת יצחק)

The wicked people were not happy with this arrangement. 
They wanted to get rid of the mann so that they could act as they 
wanted and not be exposed. They could not ask for this outright, 
so they came up with a plan to ask for meat, which they figured 
they would be permitted to purchase from the neighboring goy-
im. (They were not far from some of the lands of various other 
nations.) Once they were there, they would purchase wheat as 
well.  

If they would have wheat, they would not be subjected to 
having to retrieve their mann from far places as if they were 
sinners. In this way, they would not be embarrassed to con-
tinue sinning. This was a great sin, for they were attempting 
to completely defy Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu knew what was in Klal Yisroel’s hearts and knew of their dia-
bolical plan, and they were punished accordingly.  

Lighting the Menorah
Parashat Behaalotecha begins with the directive for kin-

dling the Menorah: “When you mount the lamps, the seven 
lamps shall shine toward the center of the Menorah.” The To-
rah affirms that Aaron the Priest “did so,” and Rashi, drawing 
from the Sages, notes that this praise highlights Aaron’s faith-
fulness in following the instructions precisely without deviation. 
This subject invites more profound reflection. Earlier, Aaron felt a 
“weakness of spirit” (chalishut hadaat) upon seeing the tribal lead-
ers present their offerings for the Tabernacle’s dedication while he 
and his tribe were excluded. The Almighty consoled him, declar-
ing: “By your life, your contribution is greater than theirs, for you 
kindle and prepare the lamps,” an act of immense spiritual weight. 
In his commentary on Behaalotecha, Nachmanides (Ram-
ban) suggests that this promise refers to the mitzvah of Cha-
nukah, which the Hasmoneans would establish for all gen-
erations. Given that “Chanukah” shares a linguistic root with 

“chinuch” (education), one must ask: Is this the ideal 
methodology for educating our future generations? 
When a child laments with a heavy heart, claiming, “My 
friend annoyed me” or “I am worthless,” is the right reac-
tion to say, “Understand that you are better and more signifi-
cant than anyone else, and your assets exceed theirs”? Is this 
the suitable method to console and fortify a child’s character? 
Moreover, we should consider: Did Aaron the Priest find so-
lace in his grief merely by being informed that his share sur-
passed that of the princes? Was he instantly comforted 
and gladdened by such news? What is the profound rea-
soning behind this happiness derived from a comparison? 
These issues demand explanation, as they concern the pil-
lars of education and the Altar’s dedication. From these 
principles, we must extract functional lessons for our ed-
ucational journeys and those of our future generations. 
Consider for a moment this significant idea. Making a jigsaw puz-

RABBI YAKOV YOSEF SCHECHTER

RABBI BENTZION SNEH
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zle is a popular hobby, but what does it truly involve? Someone 
travels extensively until he discovers a stunning view and paints 
it. He takes the artwork to artisans and instructs them: “Attach this 
painting to a sturdy board and divide it into tiny pieces that interlock 
and bond together – five thousand bits, or two thousand, or perhaps 
only five hundred.” Subsequently, a container is produced, and the 
full picture is printed on its lid so that the final result remains visible 
while a person works to assemble the pieces. These are then sent 
to toy stores, where people enthusiastically buy them. 

Now, imagine a father who purchases this puzzle for the holidays 
and brings it home, where the children spend hours focused on it. As 
often happens, particularly when the task is almost finished, it turns 
out that one piece is lost. They then search the entire house, looking 
beneath the furniture and under the benches. Occasionally, a miracle 
happens, and the piece is recovered, but if not, they take the contain-
er, replicate the image from it, and fashion a new part precisely to the 
size of the gap, fitting it in carefully, just so the children remain happy. 
This concludes the parable concerning the act of assembly. How-
ever, let us examine what has occurred here and what benefit is de-
rived from it. What have you accomplished through all this labor? Ini-
tially, there was a complete and flawless image, yet what did you do 
to it? You proceeded to break it into pieces, and after deconstructing 
it, you now return to repair and glue it back together. What is the val-
ue of such an effort? Furthermore, if a specific piece is missing, you 
take from the “original model,” cut a replacement, and fill the gap. 
The clear truth is that the whole of human life is established upon 
this premise. When man arrived in this world, he was informed, as 
recorded in the name of Rabbi Shimon, that he possessed the right 
to enter the gates of Eden and enjoy all its splendor. Yet, by his 
inherent nature, man shrinks from “nahama d’kissufa” (the bread 
of shame); he seeks to obtain things through his own efforts and 
the work of his hands rather than wanting charitable handouts. 
Consequently, he receives a response from Heaven: If you want 
to avoid charity, the decision is yours—go forth and labor! How is 
this implemented in reality? Man’s whole daily existence is seized 
and overturned; the entire vision is captured and broken down into 
small fragments and minor details. Then, with every passing day, 
man contributes layer upon layer and builds it up piece by piece. 
Reflect on this: When an individual enters a room and observes 
a refined, flawless painting, they remark, “It is beautiful.” Howev-
er, if they encounter a jigsaw puzzle made of thousands of tiny 
fragments, a profound cry of amazement escapes their lips. This 
occurs because they recognize the immense effort and labor re-
quired to assemble the details, which evokes a deeper sense of 
admiration. Why was there no such reaction to the completed paint-
ing? After all, a stunning landscape is depicted there as well; why, 
then, were they not moved to the same degree? The explanation 
is obvious: there is no visible manifestation of toil in the painting. 
We have learned that genuine spiritual fulfillment arises exclusively 
from exertion, when an individual applies themselves and labors. As 
our Sages, of blessed memory, instructed: “If you have labored, you 
will find.” One must realize that while serving G-d demands swiftness 
on the one hand, it must also be carried out through significant strug-
gle and hardship. As the adage states, “All beginnings are difficult,” 
and only subsequently does the work become simpler, enabling the 
person to reach true satisfaction, a self-evident principle. Neverthe-
less, here at the start, as we approach the Altar’s dedication and the 

Menorah’s lighting, when one aims to educate and discipline them-
selves, they must embed this truth profoundly within their heart. 
Observe Aaron the High Priest, who experienced profound inner 
turmoil. Noticing that every tribal leader held the honor of present-
ing gifts for the Altar’s inauguration, he questioned: “What role and 
position do I hold in this ceremony?” When questioned, “What 
causes your anxiety, and why does your spirit feel so heavy?”, he 
answered, “What importance lies in my kindling of the Menorah? 
What value do I possess?” In his reflections, he remained mod-
est and unassuming, thinking, “The others were worthy of offering 
sacrifices, but I have contributed nothing.” Heaven responded to 
him: “On your life, your virtue exceeds theirs.” This phrase con-
tains the complete solution: “On your life,” always recall during 
your existence that “yours is superior.” Concerning the sacred du-
ties assigned to you, you must never act with pride because “than 
theirs,” your entire capability originates entirely from the communal 
strength. The clarification of this subject is entirely straightforward. 
Imagine an individual puzzle piece, a lone fragment of a grander 
design. Does it possess any reason for vanity or self-importance? 
Truly, what is its argument? “Without my presence, the image re-
mains unfinished; a void exists.” These words are accurate, and 
the assertion is valid; there is certainly merit in contributing, in a 
sense, to the completion of the masterpiece by occupying its desig-
nated spot. “Truly, without your contribution, the work is unfinished” 
is a fair statement. Yet, when you exist in isolation, detached from 
the entire assembly, you are not a whole being—discard your-
self. Can you serve any purpose? Absolutely not! Your only solu-
tion is to be integrated specifically into the broader framework, 
and apart from that distinct position, you possess no significance. 
Thus, it was declared to Aaron the Priest: “Your portion is greater 
than theirs,” the meaning being that you have achieved a sublime 
and exalted status. You have no cause for anxiety, as everything 
originates “from theirs.” You are not someone who possesses 
nothing; rather, your excellence far surpasses theirs. The justifica-
tion for this is that the tasks you are empowered to influence and 
mend, no other individual is capable of executing. This is the ex-
clusive place to which you are assigned, and it is in this exact ca-
pacity that a duty is placed upon you that no one else can achieve. 
The phrase “By your life, yours is greater” signifies the height of 
your worth, while “than theirs” demonstrates that your excellence 
surpasses theirs. This represents a core educational tenet we must 
impart to our children. Simply praising a child by saying “you are 
great” yields no results. Instead, it must be explained that they pos-
sess a hidden, unique strength absent in others, as every being has 
a specific purpose. Your significance arises from being an essential 
component of the world, for a human is not a solitary being isolat-
ed from the community, as it is impossible to live in total isolation. 
A comparable instance is found in Rabbi Josiah, who stayed reso-
lute and maintained his duties without interruption even after learn-
ing of Rabbi Eliezer’s death. This was due to his realization that his 
status was not about individual honor, but a responsibility he was 
required to perform. Consequently, he stayed his course. When an 
individual embraces this pedagogical method and perceives the 
broader perspective, they will then encounter the genuine joy and 
richness of life.

שיעור קצר בעניני דיומא
upstairs 20באידיש ועברית אחרי ותיקין ב

SHIUR
SCHEDULE
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Summer Vacation
The Torah in Parashat Beha’alotecha tells of Bnai Yisrael’s departure 

from Mount Sinai, where they had been stationed for nearly a year: “Vay-
isu MeHar Hashem” (“They journeyed from the Mountain of G-d”). The 
Gemara comments that this departure from Sinai was a calamity. It was 
such a grave calamity, in fact, that the Torah had to insert two pesukim 
after this verse to serve as a “buffer” between it and the next story, which 
tells of the tragedy of Kivrot Hata’ava. Reporting two tragedies one after 
the other would be a source of great shame to Bnai Yisrael, and therefore, 
the Torah made an interruption between these two terrible misfortunes, 
the nation’s journey from Sinai and Kivrot Hata’ava. 

The obvious question arises: why is this calamity? Were Bnai Yisrael 
meant to remain at Sinai forever? Didn’t G-d want them to leave Mount 
Sinai and proceed to the Land of Israel? 

Tosafot answer that the calamity lay not in the departure itself, but 
rather in the mindset with which Bnai Yisrael left. In Tosafot’s words, Bnai 
Yisrael left “as a child flees from school.” They left Sinai joyfully, as though 
“escaping” from school. 

Rav Mordechai Gifter (1915-2001) explained Tosafot’s comments by 
noting that when the school bell rings at the end of the day, the children 
“escape” in the sense of feeling free from school until the next morning. 
Throughout the day, they are bound by a schedule and set of expecta-
tions and responsibilities. The moment the bell rings, they are free from 
the school’s demands until the next day. And this was the tragedy of Bnai 
Yisrael’s departure from Sinai. They relished their perceived newfound 
“freedom.” They felt that their journey from “the Mountain of G-d” meant 
their “release” from the constraints and obligations the Torah demands. 
They felt “free” like a child who hears the bell at the end of the last class. 

This is indeed a tragedy because a Jew must never feel “free” from the 
Torah’s obligations. We are bound by G-d’s laws when we are in yeshivah, 
at home, in the synagogue, in the office, at a social event, or on vacation. 
Even when we “journey from the Mountain of G-d,” when we – for entirely 
legitimate reasons – leave our familiar religious surroundings, the obliga-
tions and values that were taught at Mount Sinai must accompany us in 
our travels. 

Unfortunately, many people, children and adults alike, approach sum-
mer vacation as “a child fleeing from school.” They see it as a time to 
relax their religious standards, to take a break from the regular schedule of 
prayer and study, and to enjoy a period of “freedom.” As Gemara teaches 
us, this is tragic.

There is never a break or vacation from religious commitment. When 
it comes to spiritual growth, momentum is critical. Once the momentum 
is broken, we can fall back to where we were at the outset. We all know 
that it is far easier to break than to build. An exquisite crystal vase can take 
days or weeks to make, but it can be smashed in a split second. And this is 
true of spirituality, as well. We can all attest to the fact that it takes time and 
hard work to grow in Torah and in our connection to Hashem. But losing 
our achievements is very easy. It takes a lot less time than the 75 days of 
summer vacation. 

As the summer unfolds, many of us will “journey from the Mountain of 
G-d” and spend some time outside our ordinary framework of Torah and 
mitzvos. We must ensure that even during this period of departure, we 
maintain our momentum of religious commitment. 

A Parable for Parshas 
Beha’aloscha

Someone won the lottery. 
He hired a wagon driver and arrived at the office to pick 

up the many bags of gold that he had won. As they were 
traveling home, the coachman pulled over to the side of 
the road to rest. Soon, they were both sound asleep. They 
awoke and continued on their way, but the wagon driver 
said, “We were robbed. The money isn’t in the wagon any-
more.” 

“How do you know without checking?” the winner 
asked. “It seems that you stole the money because other-
wise, how would you know it was stolen without checking?” 

The wagon driver explained that he didn’t steal the 
money; he had another sign to know that they were robbed. 
He explained:

“The horses are sprinting. If the gold coins were still 
in the wagon, the horses wouldn’t be able to run like this. 
That’s how I know we were robbed.” 

This parable reminds us that when things go smoothly, 
there is no wealth. When things are difficult, when we strug-
gle in our avodas Hashem, that’s when we earn immense 
spiritual value.

The Torah states (11:1) כמתאוננים העם   the nation ,ויהי 
was complaining. The miforshim give different opinions 
about what they were complaining about. 

Rashi (11:1) explains that the Jewish nation said, “‘Woe 
to us! We are going on this long journey for three days and 
haven’t yet rested from the tiresome travels.’ Hashem be-
came angry and said, ‘I intended for their good, so the na-
tion should come to Eretz Yisrael immediately...’” Their sin 
was that they were complaining that they were traveling so 
quickly to Eretz Yisrael. 

The Chidushei HaRim zt’l asks: If Hashem wanted, 
He could have brought them to Eretz Yisrael without any 
hardship at all! (For example, He could have flown them 
to Eretz Yisrael on eagles’ wings.) Why was this long and 
difficult journey necessary? 

The Chidushei HaRim zt’l answers that the journey 
required some hardship. As Chazal tell us (Brachos 5), 
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave three gifts to the Jewish na-
tion, and each is acquired solely through yesurim. They 
are Torah, Eretz Yisrael, and Olam HaBa.” It is impossible 
to acquire Eretz Yisrael without some hardship. The three 
difficult days of traveling were for their benefit because the 
hardships would grant them Eretz Yisrael. But the nation 
thought it was bad for them. 

The lesson here is that in order to acquire Torah, Eretz 
Yisrael, and Olam HaBa, there must be effort and hardship. 
It is never an easy path. Don’t be afraid when things get 
hard. Keep trying, and you will succeed.

RABBI ELI MANSOURRABBI ELIMELECH 
BIDERMAN
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Not Just Halachah

Parshas Behaaloscha is a kind of roller-
coaster in terms of the historical events of the 
Jewish people. On the one hand, we find Moshe 
excitedly inviting Yisro to accompany Bnai Yis-
roel, as “nosim anachnu, we are going” (Bam-
idbar 10:29). One can sense the enthusiasm as 
Moshe is planning to enter the promised land. 
Immediately after the two pesukim bounded by 
the inverted nuns, Jewish history becomes in-
verted, and a rapid decline begins, with the na-
tion bemoaning and mourning its plight. This is 
followed, in next week’s parsha, by the sending 
of the spies, and the rest is tragic history.

What is especially uncharacteristic is the 
role of Moshe in the backsliding of the people. 
Moshe throws his hands up in desperation and 
frustration and responds to their complaints re-
garding their unhappiness with the additional 
laws of morality they were now bound by and 
their desire for cholent rather than the divine diet 
of manna by saying, “Are they my children? Did 
I give birth to them?” “Help me,” cries Moshe. “If 
not, please kill me and put an end to my misery.” 
In contrast, when the Jewish people worshiped 
the golden calf, Moshe rose to the occasion and 
defended their idolatrous backsliding. Moshe 
reminded Hashem where they were for two 

hundred and ten years, and despite the open 
miracles they saw and experienced, their being 
steeped in Egyptian culture could explain and 
defend their sin. Moshe had all the necessary 
patience and tolerance for His people. Yet here, 
by Kivros HaTaavah, the same Moshe asks, 
“Am I their nursemaid?” (Bamidbar 11:12)

Rabbi Soloveitchik zt”l suggested the fol-
lowing explanation: Moshe saw his role as the 
nation’s teacher. As such, he understood that 
he had to respond to the theological issues and 
questions of the students. The issue of tzaddik 
v’ra lo (why the seemingly good people suf-
fer,  Berachos 7a) is a real issue that he must 
grapple with and regarding which he must guide 
the people. Moshe assumed that teaching them 
how to navigate the written Torah with the Oral 
Law, adjudicating their quarrels, etc., were inte-
gral parts of his job description. However, Moshe 
did not realize that teaching middos, developing 
their character, and shaping their personality to 
make them worthy of absorbing and accepting 
Hashem’s Torah was incumbent upon him as 
well. Moshe, to his surprise, was in fact now 
elevated to the position of omain, nursemaid 
and molder of character to this nation. By pro-
claiming, “Did I give birth to this nation?” Moshe 
was saying, “You, Hashem, created them with 
the genes implanted within them, and there is 

nothing I can do to change 
their nature.” Hence, Moshe’s 
feeling of desperation and total 
inadequacy. Hashem, however, instructs him 
otherwise!

Moshe, who had willingly taught them de’os, 
law, and theology, now realizes that he also has 
to be a “middos machine” to them. “Gedolah 
shimushah yoser milimudah, attending and 
serving one’s teacher is even greater than 
studying Torah under him” (Berachos 7b), as 
one learns refinement of character from his 
teacher’s everyday acts. Moshe now gained an 
additional understanding of the passuk, “Moshe 
descended from the mountain to the people 
and sanctified the people” (Shemos 19:14). Pol-
ishing and attending to their middos as well as 
what, how, when, and with whom they eat are all 
the rebbe’s concern. Moreover, the primary way 
to learn the golden mean (Rambam, Hilchos 
Deos 1:1) is to observe and emulate a rebbe. 
How the rebbe eats, sleeps, interacts with oth-
ers, and his calm demeanor are all prerequisites 
for Torah study and observance.

May we ever be inspired by Moshe Rabbe-
inu and be cognizant not only of our responsibil-
ity to teach de’os to those around us, but even 
more importantly, to demonstrate that derech 
eretz kadmah l’Torah.

We Are Connected

“Moshe heard the people weeping con-
cerning their family groups…” (11:10)

The Talmud relates that any command-
ment that we initially accepted with rejoicing, 
such as bris milah,  circumcision, would be 
performed joyously in later generations. How-
ever, any commandment that was received 
with resistance would be fulfilled in later gen-
erations with aggravation. Specifically, since 
Bnei Yisroel wept over being prohibited from 
marrying their family members, the result was 
that there would never be a kesubah, a mar-
riage document that records the groom’s finan-
cial obligations to the bride, written that did not 
involve some form of dispute.

Why are circumcision and prohibited rela-
tionships the two examples utilized?

The Maharal questions why, in fact, it be-
came prohibited for Bnei Yisroel to marry their 
family members. According to the Talmud, in 
preparation for receiving the Torah, Bnei Yis-
roel underwent complete conversion, i.e., cir-

cumcision, ritual bathing, and the bringing of 
sacrifices. By Torah law, when a person con-
verts, he severs all preexisting family relation-
ships. Therefore, technically, if a brother and 
sister were to convert, as Jews, they would be 
permitted to marry one another, based upon 
the dictum “ger shenisgayer kikatan shenolad 
dami” – “A convert has the status of a new-
born child.” Therefore, asks the Maharal, why 
did the conversion process of Bnei Yisroel not 
sever all preexisting family relationships, per-
mitting them to marry their family members?

Conversion severs preexisting family rela-
tionships because when a person becomes a 
Jew, he disconnects himself from his previous 
heritage and connects himself with the heri-
tage that began with our Forefather Abraham. 
This is the reason for the custom of naming 
converts “ben Avraham,” “the son of Abra-
ham.” The conversion of Bnei Yisroel at Har Si-
nai did not sever their previous heritage; on the 
contrary, it reaffirmed and reconnected them to 
their ancestry. It is because of their connection 
to their ancestry that they merited to receive 

the Torah. Therefore, all pre-
vious family relationships re-
mained intact.

The misonenim were complaining that 
since they had undergone conversion, they 
should have been permitted to maintain rela-
tionships with family members, as is standard 
for the laws of conversion. Their mistake was 
that Bnei Yisroel’s conversion was not a stan-
dard one; rather, it was akin to the circumcision 
that they had to undergo. The function of cir-
cumcision is to reconnect us to the covenant 
of Abraham, as we recite in the blessing for 
circumcision, “lehachniso bevriso shel Avra-
ham Avinu” – “to enter him, i.e., the one being 
circumcised, into the covenant of our Patriarch 
Abraham.”

It is for this reason that Chazal compare 
Bnei Yisroel’s reaction to the precepts govern-
ing prohibited relationships and circumcision. 
They are alluding to the source of Bnei Yis-
roel’s mistake. Although they underwent con-
version, this process did not sever their preex-
isting heritage. Rather, it reaffirmed it.

RABBI BENJAMIN YUDIN

RABBI YOCHANAN ZWEIG
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I love when people say, “Sleep when the baby 
sleeps.”

Great idea. I’ll also do laundry when the baby 
does laundry. 

I told my doctor I broke my arm in two 
places.

He told me to stop going to those places. 

The salesman at the furniture store told me 
the couch would seat five people without any 

problems.
I asked, “Where am I going to find five people 

without any problems?” 

Brought to you by Uncle Benjy,
author of Laughter is the best
medicine: Kosher and Jewish
jokes for the whole family,
volumes one and two, and
Jewish Joke Book for Kids,
volumes one and two, available
on Amazon.

JOKESJOKES

A crossing guard

A man told his neighbor, “I bought a tread-
mill last month.”

The neighbor asked, “Are you using it?”
The man replied,

“Every day. It’s the fastest way to reach the 
shelf above it.” 

A father told his kids, “Money doesn’t grow 
on trees.”

One of the kids asked,
“Then why do banks have branches?” 

Crystal Clear
In Parshat Beha’alotcha, we encounter Bnei Yisrael 

complaining about their lack of delicacies. They crave meat. 
They declare, “We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt 
free of charge, the cucumbers, the watermelons, the leeks, 
the onions, and the garlic. But now, our bodies are dried out, 
for there is nothing at all; we have nothing but manna to look 
at.” (Bamidbar 11:5-6). 

It is a bit strange that they were longing for the food 
they ate in Egypt as slaves. One would have thought that 
the meals they were provided were not of such high quality. 
Furthermore, Bnei Yisrael were provided with the manna in 
the Midbar, gifted by G-d. The Gemara tells us in Yoma (75) 
that the taste of the manna essentially resembled the flavor 
one desired. It could taste like meat or fish. If so, why did the 
people feel as if they lacked sufficient sustenance? If they 
yearned for fish, all they had to do was think of fish when 
they ate the manna, and they would enjoy the taste of fish. 
What exactly were they lacking?  

The Nachlat Tzvi offers an explanation based on a close 
reading of the pasuk. The complaint of the people is that they 
“have nothing but manna to look at.” True, they may taste a 
savory steak or fine fish. The issue was, as top chefs put it, 
“It’s all about the presentation.” All they saw before their eyes 
was the manna, not fish or steak. The Gemara in Yoma 74b 
states that a blind person is never satiated because he does 
not see his food. 

The flaw of the people was their tunnel vision in the des-
ert. They did not recognize the amazing gift they were grant-
ed by G-d. The miraculous manna provided all the neces-
sary nutrition, and Chazal tell us that it did not even turn into 
waste. The people’s shortsightedness led them to focus on 
what was directly in front of them rather than to fully appreci-
ate the greater picture. 

In a similar light, Rav Asher Weiss, in his commentary 
on Zemirot L’Shabbat, cites the Klozenberg Rebbe, who in-
terprets the words “Let us be satiated from Your goodness.” 
When we recite these words in bentching, we are not only 
thanking Hashem for all He has provided, but requesting that 
Hashem enable us to recognize all the goodness that He 
bestows upon us. Only after we recognize that it is all from 
Hashem will we be satiated. We have to “see,” understand, 
and comprehend that it was provided by G-d, and only then 
will we be able to appreciate it fully and be satiated.  

Unfortunately, people take things for granted and do not 
always recognize the effort another person invested or that it 
is all coming from Above. May we learn a lesson from those 
who complained about the manna in the Midbar. Always see 
the bigger picture and appreciate all our blessings. Perhaps 
that is why the manna is described as a crystal, so we can 
see through its appearance and appreciate its essence.

RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER
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