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There is a powerful insight from the Kii Ya-
karin Parshas Behar that can serve as a unify-
ing theme not only for the parsha, but for much
of what follows.

The Kii Yakar explains that the prohibition
of ribis is rooted in a mo' of emunah. When a
person lends money with interest, he is essen-
tially creating a system that guarantees profit.
This removes the uncertainty that normally ac-
companies financial activity. But that uncertain-
ty is X7t where emunah lives. A Jew is meant
to recognize that no business deal, no effort,
no structure truly causes success; everything
is decreed by Hashem. Hishtadlus is neces-
sary, but it is not the source of the result.

Ribis, then, is not just a financial issue; it
is a nopwn issue. It trains a person to rely on
mechanisms rather than on Hashem.

With this idea, we can see a thread running
through the entire parsha:

numw: A person stops working the land
entirely and relies on Hashem.

ar: Land returns to its original owners, re-
minding us that ownership is never absolute.

nNaIx 2'T1: Even in commerce, one must
submit to Hashem’s system of faimess.

n12n: One may not create risk-free profit.

All of these mitzvos push a person to re-
linquish the illusion of control, and to live with
active emunah n'wy ma.

This Ti0* carries directly into the opening

The book of Vayikra ends with blessings
and curses. The blessings will be the result
if the people keep their covenant with G-d.
The curses will happen to them if they break
their promises. The general principle is clear.
If people behave well, the nation will do well. If
they behave badly, eventually, bad things will
happen.

It is the custom to read the fochachah, the
curses section (both here and also in the par-
allel passage in Devarim 28), in a low voice
in the synagogue, which makes them a little
less terrifying than if they were said out loud.
But they are awful enough, however they are
read. And both here and in Devarim, the sec-
tion on curses is longer and far more graphic
than the section on blessings.

This seems to contradict a basic principle

of Parshas Bechukosai. The pasuk says ‘DN
70 mipina,” and Rashi, quoting Chazal, ex-
plains: "ima o'y rnw, that one must toil in
Torah.

At first glance, this seems difficult. Torah
study is logical—if we don’t learn, we won't
know what to do. Why is this called a chok?

The answer is that the chok is not the
learning, it is the ni7ny.

To learn what is necessary makes sense.
But to push beyond comfort, to review again
and again, to invest effort even when the gain
is not obvious—this is not purely rational. This
is avodas Hashem.

Chazal express this idea in Chagigah 9b:
MIYY M7 DMys NXN 1719 NIYY M NIt 'R
nnxI nXN. In their time, reviewing 100 times
was standard. The 101st time represents go-
ing beyond the norm, beyond what “works.” It
is an act not driven by efficiency, but by com-
mitment.

That extra effort is nnima nitmy, and it is
a chok. It reflects the same emunah as nomw
and the prohibition of ribis: not everything we
do is about securing results. Sometimes it is
about serving Hashem beyond calculation.

This also reframes how we understand To-
rah itself. On Shavuos, we refer to the day as
nnmim [nn at, the giving of the Torah, but also
as NI N'7ay, our receiving it. Hashem gives
the gift, but we must become a "7 to receive it.

The Vina Gaon, at the end of Shas

on ‘oM prnn *»,” teaches that bra-

of Judaism, that G-d’s generosity to those who
are faithful to Him is far more than His punish-
ment of those who are not.

The whole idea contained in the Thirteen
Attributes of Compassion (Shemot 34:6-7) is
that G-d’s love and forgiveness are stronger
than His justice and punishment. Why, there-
fore, are the curses in this week’s parsha so
much longer and so much more emphasized
than the blessings?

The answer is that G-d loves and forgives,
but on the condition that when we do wrong,
we admit it, show we regret the act, make it
up to those we have harmed, and repent. In
the middle of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy
is the statement, “Yet He does not leave the
guilty unpunished” (Shemot 34:7). G-d does
not forgive the sinner who doesn't repent be-
cause were He to do so, it would make the

cha requires a vessel that ",

can hold it. A vessel with holes

cannot retain anything. One essential condi-
tion for that vessel, as described at Har Sinai in
Shemos 19:2, is unity, TnX 172 TR WND.

In light of everything we've said, we can
add another dimension. A proper *2 is not only
unity between people, but consistency within
a person. If someone speaks of emunah but
lives with a mindset of control, seeking guaran-
tees in business or minimizing effort in Torah,
the vessel is incomplete.

The mitzvos of Behar and the ni7my of Be-
chukosai are training us to become that *», to
let go of the illusion of control, and to live with
deep emunah in both the physical and spiritual
realms.

As we prepare for Shavuos, this gives us
a practical direction. We can strengthen our-
selves in two ways: by increasing our sensitiv-
ity to others, building unity, and by deepening
our emunah, recognizing that everything we
have, especially Torah, is a gift from Hashem.
That perspective removes competition and
jealousy and allows us to truly receive.

May we merit to develop true emunah, to
invest in nima ni?my, and to become a com-
plete 73, both as individuals and as part of ‘772>
23w, to receive our portion in the Torah.

in R’ Coren’s office
every Sunday at 8:00 PM

world a worse place, not | el

a better one. More peo- ‘ ")
ple would sin if there were no

downside to doing so.

The reason the curses are so dramatic
is not that G-d seeks to punish, but the exact
opposite. The Talmud tells us that G-d weeps
when He allows disaster to strike His people:
“Woe to Me, that due to their sins, | destroyed
My house, bumed My Temple, and exiled
them [My children] among the nations of the
world.” (Brachot 3a) The curses were meant
as a wamning. They were intended to put off,
scare, and discourage. They are like a parent
waming a young child not to play with electric-
ity because it is dangerous. The parent may
deliberately intend to scare the child, but they
do so out of love, not severity.
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_RABBI YY JACOBSON

The Chosen People

After the Nazis invaded the small village of
Klausenberg, Romania, they began to celebrate
the defeat of the Jews in their usual sadistic
fashion. They gathered the Jews into a circle in
the center of town and then paraded their Reb-
be, Rabbi Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam (1905-
1994), into the center.

The SS guards began taunting and teasing
the Klausenberger Rebbe, pulling his beard and
pushing him around. The vile soldiers trained their
guns on him as the commander began to speak.
“Tell us, Rabbi,” sneered the officer, “do you really
believe that you are the Chosen People?”

The soldiers guarding the crowd howled with
laughter. But the Rebbe did not. In a serene voice,
he answered loud and clear, “Most certainly.”

The officer became enraged. He lifted his ri-
fle above his head and sent it crashing onto the
head of the Rebbe. The Rebbe fell to the ground.
There was a rage in the officer’s voice. “Do you
still think you are the Chosen People?” he yelled.

Once again, the Rebbe nodded his head and
said, “Yes, we are.” The officer became infuriat-

ed. He kicked the Rebbe in the chin and repeat-
ed, “You stupid Jew, you lie here on the ground,
beaten and humiliated, in a puddle of blood. What
makes you think that you are the Chosen Peo-
ple?”

With his mouth gushing blood, the Rebbe re-
plied, “As long as we are not the ones kicking,
beating, and murdering innocent people, we are
the Chosen People.”

The Klausenberger Rebbe was later taken
to Auschwitz, where his wife and 11 children per-
ished. He survived the war and came to America,
where he remarried, had more children, and built
a grand chassidic movement. He also built the
beautiful Laniado hospital in Netanya, Israel.
RISE UP

Many of us have experienced loss, abuse,
and grief in our lives. There are individuals who,
from a very young age, have been given the mes-
sage that they are worthless and that their lives
amount to nothing. For years, they have strug-
gled to regain the inner confidence to create a
blessed life for themselves.

The Torah comes and teaches that after you

experience turbulence in your life, €
after you endure a “tochachah,” a
harsh experience, make sure that you do not al-
low those experiences and messages to make
you doubt your value. You may have been chal-
lenged, but let the fighter in you still remain.
TRUE DIGNITY

It also works the other way around.

The true value and dignity of a person emerge
in moments of pain and despair. The real quality
of people, their depth and majesty, emerges after
a “tochacha,” after a painful experience.

When Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar
Rav (1887-1979), visited Israel, a Hungarian Jew
came and asked him for a blessing before his
departure back to the U.S. This Jew expressed
the fear that after the Satmar Rav retumed to
America, there would be no one worthy to ask for
a blessing. The Rebbe told him, “Go to any Jew
who has a number tattooed on his arm and ask
him for a blessing. When such a person is avail-
able, you do not need me to give you a blessing.”

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Women's Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night - before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.
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CHOFETZ CHAIM
_HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Peace and blessings,

| received the letter about
your son’s health and that
you are worried that one of
the doctors’ prognoses weak-
ened your hope for a refuah
shleimah for your son, shey-
ichye.

Surely you know what our
Rebbe has said many times
about the maamar Chazal
on “Verapo ye'rapei,” that a
doctor was given permission
[by Hashem] to HEAL. That is
the only power and authority
given to a doctor. Especially in
this case, where the second
doctor does not agree with the
pessimistic opinion. There-
fore, there is no reason to
weaken your hope for a good
outcome, particularly in these
days, when there are new
cures and new treatments be-

/L BEHAR - BECHUKOSAI

ing developed
daily.

In an eis ratzon, auspi-
cious time, | will mention your
son for a refuah shleimah at
the resting place of my saintly
father-in-law, the Rebbe. And
it is my strong hope that with
time, you will be able to tell
me good tidings about this. It
is self-understood that, chas
v’shalom, you must not weak-
en your bitachon in Hashem
Yisbarach, WWho is the ultimate
healer of the sick, and nothing
can hold Him back from help-
ing, whether in abundance or
a little. Adding strength to the
bitachon of you and your wife,
tichye, will, without a doubt,
hasten the recovery of your
son, sheyichye...

Igros Kodesh \ol-
ume 4, page 288

Lashon Hara Dilemma
QUESTION

Rivka and | have been friends for
many years. Her daughter is strug-
gling with math, so she spoke to me
about hiring Mrs. Rabin, a tutor I've
used for my own children. Mrs. Rabin
is really good, and their grades im-
proved a lot, but | don't think she’s
a good match for Rivka’s daughter.
| know she is a slow leamner with a
sensitive disposition who needs a lot
of patience and encouragement, and
Mrs. Rabin is strict and quick. She
herself would say she’s not the right
tutor for this girl. Can | tell Rivka that
Mrs. Rabin isn't the right fit for her
daughter? — Ella
ANSWER

Explaining Why Not

We’re not allowed to say negative
things about another person’s person-
ality, especially if it will cause him loss,
even if we would say it in front of the

person. However, in this case, there is
a clear toeles for Rivka to know that
Mrs. Rabin may not be the right “shid-
duch” for her daughter. It will save
Rivka from wasting unnecessary time
and money and save her daughter
from frustration.

Still, it depends on how Ella says it.
If Ella makes Mrs. Rabin sound impa-
tient, she gives Rivka a bad and unfair
impression of her. Instead, Ella should
first praise Mrs. Rabin as an excellent
tutor who has helped many students
succeed. Then, for the sake of to’eles,
she should reveal that Mrs. Rabin’s
strict and fast-paced style may not suit
a girl who seems to need a slower and
gentler approach. Ella must be careful
to only speak with constructive intent
and to say no more than necessary.
In this way, Rivka will receive helpful
guidance without forming a negative
impression of Mrs. Rabin.



As we approach the yom tov of Shavu-
os, with the dairy meals, let us explore the
rules and regulations of baking dairy rolls.

The Gemara in Pesachim (30a) and
the Shulchan Aruch (YD 97:1) tell us that
it is forbidden to bake dairy bread, and if
one did, the bread cannot be eaten. This
is to ensure that a person does not mistak-
enly eat dairy bread together with meat.

However, there are some cases where
itis allowed. The Gemara (Pesachim 36a)
relates that Rav Yehoshua allowed baking
bread with milk if it was like a tura. There
are two basic explanations for this, giving
us two cases when it is permitted to make
dairy bread.

Rashi explains that it is allowed if
made as small rolls. Since it will be eaten
right away, there is no concern of forget-
ting its non-pareve status. What is consid-
ered small? The Aruch Hashulchan clari-
fies that “small” is not a specific quantity,
but relative to the number of people being
baked for. If someone has a large family,
it may be permitted to bake a lot of bread,
as long as it is expected to be eaten im-
mediately.

Since simply baking a small amount
is not allowed, the opposite will be true as
well, and if the plan is to freeze the bread
to be eaten at a later time, it would not be
allowed.

How soon must it be eaten? The
simple reading of Rashi would imply that
it is only permitted if the entire bread will
be finished at the very next meal. That
is also the implication of the Shulchan
Aruch. However, the Pri Megadim quotes
the Toras Chatas, who writes that as long
as it will be eaten on that day, when it is

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL

UMAN

not likely for one to forget the non-
pareve status, it will be allowed.

The Beis Yosef goes even further
and allows bread to be baked for the en-
tire Shabbos, which seems to imply that it
is allowed if it will be consumed within 24
hours. This is indeed how the poskim rule.
Both the Chavas Da’as and the Aruch
Hashulchan allow the baking if it will be
consumed within 24 hours. According to
this, we can allow baking dairy rolls for
Shavuos. But the poskim point out that
since 24 hours is the limit, it would have
to be eaten on the first day, since the sec-
ond day of Yom Tov is already past the 24-
hour cutoff point.

What if someone baked a small
amount, with the plan to finish it within the
correct time frame, but then something
came up, and the bread was left over?
For example, a person was expecting a
number of guests, but they did not show
up, and now there are leftovers. Can the
bread still be used at a later time? There
is a similar question: What happens if milk
spilled on bread, and it became milchik?
Can it still be eaten, or is it now included in
the issur of eating milchike bread?

The Zer Zahav writes that there is
no concern in these cases. Chazal only
forbade baking such bread. However, if it
was baked as pareve, we cannot add on
to their issur to include if it became milchik
afterward. Similarly, if the baking was
done properly, with the intention to eat it
right away, it will not become forbidden if
the situation changes at a later time.

One is not allowed to bake dairy bread,
but baking a small quantity to be eaten
within 24 hours is allowed.
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Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei
Dyoma and relevant topics

Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : npTX M37n

Daf Yomi | 8:45-9:45 PM

Mishna Yomis | 8:45-9:00 PM
Zera Shimshon Shiur | 8:15-9:00 PM
Maharal Shiur | 9:15-9:45

Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal
Holidays - by acclaimed Guest
Speakers

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Yeshivas Kiymu v'Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim

Shovevim Program / Early Friday
morning learning b'retzifus.

Evening Shuirim in Halacha and
Hashkafa by prominent Morei
Horah

Scan to join
Rabbi Scheiner's Weekly
Halacha Whatsapp Group

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

T — |

NN Smn é
«:845-499-6354 h"- :

MAY 6, 2026 5



Parshat Bechukotai opens on a positive note, describing the blessings
that will befall us if we fulfill the mitzvot. \We will be blessed with rain, excess
produce, peace, etc. Then there is a lengthy depiction of what will transpire
in the event that Am Yisrael does not follow in the path of the Torah. It is
known as the fochechah. There is a narrative of many atrocities, all of
which we have unfortunately witnessed throughout the generations.

When we are introduced to the blessings, the term used is mizina ox
1»'M, “If you follow in the path of my statutes” (Vayikra 26:3). However,
when introduced to the curses, the phrase used is 7 vnwn X7 DX, “But if
you do not listen to Me” (Vayikra 26:14). Why is the language not paral-
lel? It should have stated, “If you do not follow in the path of my statutes,
1PN X7 miin2 ox.” Why does the Torah prefer to use the term ivnwn x4,
a lack of listening, when introducing the reason for the severe punish-
ments?

We will provide an answer based on an idea expressed by L'Shimcha
Elyon. The first step in getting anywhere is listening. All too often, people
may hear another, but the sound enters one ear and exits the other. Lis-
tening is not just hearing. It is processing, internalizing, and understanding
what is heard.

The Gemara in Eruvin (13) declares that when there is a dispute be-
tween Bet Hillel and Bet Shammai, most often the halachah is in accor-
dance with the view of Bet Hillel. One of the explanations provided is that
Bet Hillel tried to understand the shitah of Bet Shammai first. They were
willing to listen and delve into what the other expressed in order to reach
the truth.

Bet Hillel learned from Hillel, an individual who was likely one of the
greatest listeners who ever lived. A story is told in the Gemara of a Friday
afternoon when a visitor appeared at Hillel's door shortly before Shabbat
to ask Hillel several trivial questions. Hillel listened intently to each question
and patiently responded. It is Hillel who listened to the requests of three
potential converts who attached conditions to their conversions. (One
wanted to be the kohen gadol, another to learn the Torah on one foot.) Af-
ter understanding each of them, he knew how best to respond, and each
accepted Judaism unconditionally.

With respect to Yitro, we are told, nn' ynw, Yitro heard. The entire
world heard of what transpired at Yam Suf. Yitro not only “heard.” It did not
just enter his ears; it entered his heart! He internalized and changed his life
based on what he learned.

Imagine an individual learning about the mitzvah of {zedakah. He is
then interrupted by a knock on the door, and a poor man asks for charity.
The individual’s response is, “Sorry, | am in the middle of learning right
now, and | cannot interrupt my studies to engage in giving charity.” Such
an individual may be gaining an understanding of the mitzvah of charity,
but he does not listen to what he learns.

The tochachah begins with a warning to us. If we do not listen to the
words of the Torah, if we do not internalize what we learn and make it a
part of us, then we will likely not properly fulfill the commandments.

As we state twice daily, Shema Yisrael, “Listen, Israel.” May we be able
to make the Torah a part of us so that the fulfillment of mitzvot becomes
second nature.
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__ZERA SHIMSHON

Working One'’s Field

Speak to Bnei Yisroel;, when you come to the
land, etc., for six years you should sow your field
(25:2,3).

The Zera Shimshon points out that the pas-
Suk starts off in the plural tense, "When you come
fo the land,” and then switches to the single tense,
"Six years you should sow your field.” Why does
the Torah do this? The wording and the tense
of the pessukim should have either remained
entirely in the plural tense or the singular tense
since Moshe Rabbeinu is addressing the Jewish
people as a whole, and either wording could be
suitable.

As well, it seems that the Torah is command-
ing the individual to work his field, while in real-
ity, there is no mitzvah to work the land for the
six years preceding Shmittah. The only mitzvah
is that the land should rest in the seventh year.
Why does the Torah phrase the commandment in
a way that makes it sound as if the mitzvah also
includes working the land for the six years pre-
ceding Shmittah?

The Zera Shimshon explains this as follows:

When Moshiach comes, the Jewish people
will not have to work. Their labor will be done by
itself. This is the way the world was designed be-
fore Adam HaRishon ate from the Eifz Hada’as.

As well, whenever the Jewish people do the
will of Hashem, they are blessed that their land
will be cultivated by others on their behalf.

However, if, during this period of time, there
is an individual who isn't acting as he should, he
is obligated to cultivate his own land. This is be-
cause since he isn't righteous, he has no right to
rely on the same miracle that his neighbors rely
on, and he isn’t allowed to just sit back and throw
his needs onto the public. He must therefore do
what it takes to take care of himself.

This is why the passuk begins in the plural,
since the resting of the land is a mitzvah for ev-
eryone. And if the Jewish people do what they are
supposed to, the land will always be in a state of
rest since it will do its own work without having to
be worked by humans.

However, the Torah switches to the singular
tense when saying how one must work his field,
because indeed, there may be a person who is
obligated to cultivate his own field and not rely on
the blessing that the nation as a whole is receiv-
ing. Since he isn't righteous, he is obligated to and
must actually work his field.

ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR

BY RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM BURGER
THURSDAY 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)
Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group

SHIUR
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_RABBI YAKOV YOSEF SCHECHTER

Gan haTorah
WHAT IS YOUR VALUE?

T7 NIY91 P2 1T K79 D WR DN NNNANI 7KW 11 728 T
(27:2)

“Speak to B'nei Yisroel and say to them: ‘If a man articulates
a vow to Hashem regarding a valuation of living beings’.” The
Torah goes on to discuss the rules and regulations of voluntary
contributions, arachin, the monetary value of people. Immedi-
ately preceding this parsha is the tochachah, the admonition,
that Klal Yisroel must adhere to the decrees and command-
ments of Hashem or receive harsh repercussions. If Klal Yis-
roel follows the will of Hashem, there will be positive ramifica-
tions. What is the connection between the parsha of the
tochachah and the parsha of arachin?

Why is the parsha of arachin stated as a supplementary and
concluding chapter and not part of the rest of chukim and mish-
patim that Klal Yisroel must adhere to? These donations to the
Mishkan are not required by law. Rather, these donations come
solely from one’s own feelings. The Torah excludes it from the
chukim and mishpatim so that we will know that it is “extra.”
While it is certainly commendable, it is not obligatory. More than
that, one must never feel that these contributions can take the
place of the actual chukim and mishpatim. One must follow
the Torah, the chukim and mishpatim, in order to be close to
Hashem. In addition, one may also bring these contributions.
(W '7no lwnw 1)

There are 45 curses in this parsha and 98 in Mishnah Torah,
for a total of 143. If you count the shekalim evaluation for all of
the groups, for men and women, the total amount of shekalim is
143. This is to teach us that arachin could achieve a kapparah
for the potential curses. (njN)

There are four numerical groups; however, there are

&
only three groups that can convert into another group.
The age over 60 group will never be in another group. It
is these three groups, the groups that have the potential
for change, that are a remez to this world. The valuations
of the three groups are 5,20,50, “|pn,” prepare. We must
always remember that this world is a world to prepare for
Olam Habah.

The actual order of the groups is 50, 20, 5, “n21,” diminish.
The way to achieve Olam Hazeh and Olam Habah is to dimin-
ish one’s needs for the gashmiyos of Olam Hazeh. (in*ix NYTX)

Every Yid must differentiate what he is required to do and
what he would like to contribute to Hashem above and be-
yond his obligations. One cannot chas v'shalom think that he
can act however he wants to as long as he gives a “contribu-
tion” of some sort to Hashem. Every Yid must fulfill all of his
obligations from the bris between Hashem and Klal Yisroel. We
must adhere to all of the chukim and mishpatim of the Torah
Hakadoshah. The Torah then discusses arachin. After fulfilling
our obligation, we have the opportunity to demonstrate a spe-
cial ahavah for Hashem.

Hashem continuously showers His children, Klal Yis-
roel, with much ahavah, although it is not always war-
ranted. He continuously does chessed for Klal Yisroel.
We, too, have an opportunity to emulate Hashem and act
above and beyond our obligations. If we act above and
beyond our obligations to Hashem, we are demonstrating
our true ahavah for Him, which is emulating Hakadosh Ba-
ruch Hu’s treatment of us.

With the help of Hashem, may we be zoche to completely
fuffill our obligations to Him and to achieve that extra step of
showing true ahavah for the Ribbono Shel Olam.
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Rabbi Yanky Moddel
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Rabbi Yosef Chesir
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Rabbi Yitzchok Yosef Klein
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| would like to share a personal story. Before Pesach, my son
and daughter, who were learing in yeshiva and seminary in Eretz
Yisroel, made their way home through Egypt and flew from Turkey
to Washington Dulles. It was a nerve-wracking experience. My wife,
our three younger daughters, and | waited excitedly at the airport
to greet them. As we stood there, an obviously Muslim couple with
their daughter came and stood next to us, also waiting for their family.
My daughters noticed them and, after all they had been hearing
about the war and the Arabs, held onto my arms with fear. | tried
to stay focused on seeing the tzelem Elokim in every person and
remained open to making a human connection. | made eye contact,
smiled, and wished them a good evening. They responded warmly.
Seeingthattheywerereceptive, | started a bitof smalltalk. laskedwho
they were waiting for, and they asked me back. | then took the plunge
and shared that my children were coming home from school in Israel.
With genuine concem, they asked if my children were safe
and how they had managed with the missiles. | shared honest-
ly that it had been difficult and that war is a tragedy. | told them

The Gaon Reb Aharon Toiseg shiita repeated the follow-
ing story from Reb Mendel Futerfas zt'.

Reb Mendel Futerfas related that when he was a young
bachur, he saw an elderly chassid, a great oved Hashem,
who was sad and worried about something. Reb Mendel
says that he acted childishly because he dared to ask the
elderly man why he was feeling down. This was out of place,
because the elderly chassid was over eighty years old. But
he wanted to know, so he asked anyway. The man wasn’t
taken aback by the question. He replied patiently, “You are
young. Your whole life is before you. You should be happy.
But my beard has turned white. Soon, | will be required to give
a reckoning and judgment before the Heavenly Court. This is
why | worry.”

Reb Mendel asked, “Why should you be afraid of the judg-
ment? Halevay that all Yidden could give a din v'cheshbon
like you can.”

The elderly chassid replied, “What do you know about the
type of judgment and reckoning | must give? | will tell you
what | am taking to the Next World. Listen well. Every day,
| open a new bag to store my good deeds. When | wake up
and say Modeh Ani, this good deed goes into the bag. | wash
negel vasser, and the good deed goes into the bag. | say
MmN nbM2 and 1w ndNA, and it goes into the bag. | teach
Torah, and the merits go into this bag. | wear fallis and tefillin,
and where does it go? Into the bag. | daven Shacharis, wash
for breakfast, eat and bentch, learn with a chavrusah, give
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that we daven for peace every day, for everyone, for ' i !

their people, and for ours. They were visibly moved.

| infroduced my wife and daughters and shared their names,
Tzipporah and Basya, and their connection to the story in
the Bible. The couple was interested and even looked up the
names on their phone, reading about Moshe and his wife.
Then, at that moment, the doors opened. Our children walked
through. We ran to them, embracing them with tears and relief.
The conversation ended as suddenly as it began. But it didn't leave
me. | have not been able to stop thinking about that encounter.
There was something elevated about it, something very spiritual, a
deep connection of tzelem Elokim that went beyond current events
and deep divisions. It felt like a glimpse of what the world could
be, like a small taste of Yemos haMashiach. It gave me renewed
hope. Hope in people. Hope in the spread of Kiddush Hashem.
Andlbelieve confidentlythatjustas Iwillneverforgetthatmoment, nei-
ther will they, nor the many people standing around who witnessed it.
We await the day when all wars will end, and the world will be filled
with the knowledge of Hashem.

shiurim, and encourage others to perform mitz-
vos. It all goes into the bag. | daven Mincha and
Maariv, into the bag. Another shiur Torah, into the

bag. Cheshbon hanefesh, Kriyas Shema al Hamittah,
into the bag. At night, | make a knot on the bag so that | can
take it with me. The next morning, | open a new bag and
begin filling it with good deeds. I've done this for 365 days a
year for the past eighty years. Every day, | open a new bag
and fill it with good deeds. Now tell me, what do | have to
bring to Heaven?”

The bachur, Reb Mendel, was stunned and surprised that
this elderly Yid opened up to him. But he didn’t understand
what the old man was saying. Reb Mendel asked, “If you
have so many good deeds, why are you afraid? You have a
fabulous treasure! Why do you say you have nothing to take
to Heaven?”

The old chassid replied, “l| am worried because | placed
all these good deeds in a bag. Why didn’t | place them within
me?!”

It is a wonderful story, and it is something everyone should
ask themselves. | have so many good deeds, but did they
become a part of me? Did they change who | am? Did they
sanctify me, or did they go into a bag?

Chazal (Chagigah 27a) state, “The sinners of Yisroel are
filled with mitzvos like a pomegranate.” There is a well-known
question: If they are full of mitzvos, why are they called sin-
ners? The answer is that they are filled with mitzvos. They
are filled with mitzvos like a full bag, but the mitzvos didn’t
become a part of them.
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Sequence of Trouble

The prophetic warning in Parshas Bechukosai
concerning our future failings contains the follow-
ing sequence of events: G-d will send an enemy to
invade the Land of Israel, and the Jews will gather
within the protective walls of Jerusalem. The encir-
cled Jews will fall prey to a plague from which many
will die. Since it is prohibited to leave a corpse in Je-
rusalem, the bodies will have to be taken out of the
city, and in this manner, the people will be delivered
into the hands of the enemy (see Rashi to Leviticus
26:25).

This sequence is, at first glance, astounding.
The prohibition of leaving a corpse in Jerusalem is
rabbinic. Even if it had been a Torah law, the dan-
ger to life involved in burying outside the walls would
have taken precedence over the rule that burial is
forbidden in Jerusalem. Another problem is that the
generation the Torah is describing is one in which
murder, idolatry, and immorality were rampant.
Would people steeped in such crimes risk their lives
to fulfill a rabbinic law?

But that is just the point of the rebuke. When
one studies Torah superficially, one’s perspective
is necessarily fragmented and distorted, and one’s
emphasis will be askew. What they will be lacking is
a view of mitzvot as part of a totality and in the light
of the totality.

A superficial view of Torah can lead to a dispro-
portionate emphasis on even those things that are
in fact of the greatest importance in the Torah’s view,
such as the holiness of Jerusalem. That holiness,
however, not only does not mandate that one give
up his life to avoid any corpses remaining in Jeru-
salem, but it expressly forbids it, for the value of life
takes precedence. Such distortions are inevitable
without an overarching view of the unity of Torah.

The reward for toiling in Torah is harmony in the
natural world, culminating in the blessing of sha-
lom, peace. Torah scholars, say the Sages, increase
peace in the world by harmonizing the physical and
spiritual worlds through their understanding of the
Torah’s secret foundation.

Conversely, the punishment of not toiling in To-
rah is a natural world gone haywire, where nothing
goes right. That is the spiritual result of the failure
to discover G-d's footsteps in the Torah and to walk
in His ways, the consequence of viewing Torah as
a series of unconnected “dos” and “don’ts.” Without
toil, Torah is seen not as a way of life, but as an intru-
sion into life. And the punishment is that one’s life is
intruded upon by a multitude of curses.

Personal Accounting

“If you go in My statutes and observe My commandments
and perform them, then | will provide your rains in their time, and the land will
give produce, and the tree of the field will give its fruit.” (Lev. 26:3-4).

Rashi: What is meant by “If you will go in My statutes?” That you should
be laboring in the Torah.

In his classic list of the 30 ideas that a Jew should consistently contem-
plate, the Duties of the Heart writes (No. 5), “One should make a personal
accounting of one’s delay in coming to understand G-d’'s Torah and of one’s
contentedness with not grasping its contents.”

“One would not act this way in regard to a book that came from a human
king. In the event he was not sure of its meaning, for example, because of
incomprehensible handwriting or diction ... or its rhetorical style. Rather, one
would focus his mind and concentrate all his thoughts in order to understand
its meaning ...”

“Now, if one would go to such lengths to understand the book of a human
being, weak and mortal like himself, how much greater is it one’s obligation
to go far and beyond this in order to understand G-d’s Book ...”

Let’s face it. Certain information we simply have to have. When we're not
sure if the pharmacist's instructions are to take 5 mg or 50 mg, we don't just
wing it and hope for the best. We're on the phone ASAP with CVS to resolve
our confusion. When your son’s new wheelbarrow comes in 52 parts, and
the completely unhelpful instruction manual (in German, no less) simply isn’t
getting the job done, you're on that company’s website ASAP to get some
much-needed customer service.

When it comes to other bodies of knowledge, however, we are more con-
tent to live with our own ignorance and are quick to endorse readily available
excuses. ‘I don't understand Hebrew” [despite the fact that quality English
translations of virtually every facet of Judaism are (usually) just a few dou-
ble-clicks away]. “l don't have time” [despite the fact that we manage to find
time for so many other things of lesser significance]. “l don’t find it interesting.”
“It's not relevant.” “I'm too _____ (fill in the blank: old, dumb, stressed-out, or
ADD).”

With Shavous approaching, we have our “annual check-up,” our oppor-
tunity to reassess our personal commitment to understanding the Torah and
the vast scope of knowledge it encompasses.

To what degree can we upgrade our personal approach to the study
of Torah? How can we make it more sincere? More clear? More interest-
ing? How can we snuff out inherent laziness and deleterious complacency?
How can we gain clarity vis-a-vis those questions that have eluded us for
so many years, whether it be macro-questions about the purpose of life or
micro-questions about whether our porch needs a mezuzah? Where can
we find answers to all those unanswered inquiries percolating in our hearts,
minds, and souls? How can we capitalize on the abundant resources, e.g.,
human resources (teachers, rabbis), books, translations, CDs, etc., etc., that
can manifest our sincere desire to become more knowledgeable Jews?

When we roll up our sleeves, get off the couch, brush the dust off the
Jewish books on our shelf (or awaiting us in our Amazon in-box), find a class,
ask a rabbi, and find some pro-active expression of our true desire to know,
understand, and embrace the Torah that has sustained us for generations,
we will have taken significant strides towards achieving the pinnacle and
purpose of Shavous: a heightened awareness, appreciation, and love for
G-d’s Torah and a dogged determination to understand it to the best of our
personal ability.
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Harming Another with Words

A man must not wrong his fellow verbally, and you should fear
your G-d ... (Vayikra 25:17)

The Torah wamns here against harming a person with words
(ona’as devarim), either by annoying him or by giving him unsuitable
advice in order to benefit yourself. (Rashi)

And, as Rashi finishes, lest one think he can hide his true in-
tentions when misleading his neighbor, the mitzvah ends off with a
waming to fear G-d, Who knows what lurks in the deep, dark reach-
es of a man’s heart (even when the person himself doesn’t know!).
As they say (or, at least, ought to say), “You can fool some of the
people some of the time, but you can't fool G-d any of the time.”

The Talmud brings some examples of ona‘as devarim. For ex-
ample,

if the person is someone who returned to Torah after having lived
a secular life, one should not say, “Hey! Remember what you used
todo...” Or, if the person is the son of a convert, don't say, “Remem-
ber what your ancestors used to do ...,” etc. (Bava Metzia 58b)

Furthermore, the Taimud warns:

Do not pretend to think of buying something if you don’t have the
money to pay for it.

And just to hammer home the point, the Talmud brings a realHife
example of ona’as devarim from the life of Dovid HaMelech, after
he was mistakenly accused of taking Bas Sheva while she was still
married to Uriah (Shmuel 2:11:1):

But the seventh year shall be a complete rest of the land...”
(25:4)

The Midrash introduces this week’s parsha by noting that Eis-
av was a “rah ayin,” “possessor of a bad eye.” This attribute, contin-
ues the Midrash, is also exhibited by a person who fails to observe
the laws of Shmittah, i.e., abstaining from working the land in the
seventh year and allowing others to partake from its produce. Why
is Eisav’s pursuit of wealth described as possessing an “ayin rah™? If
a “rah ayin” indicates that a person exhibits an unquenchable thirst
for material possessions to the extent that he is willing to violate the
precepts, examples can be shown involving other precepts that
require sustaining a financial loss. Why is a violator of the laws of
Shmittah singled out as possessing an “ayin rah™?

The Torah promises that a person who adheres to the laws of
Shmittah will be blessed with an abundance of food for the sixth,
seventh, and eighth years. Yet Ramban reveals that one of the pri-
mary reasons for the Babylonian exile was Bnei Yisrael’s failure to
observe Shmittah; the seventy years of exile correspond to the sev-
enty Shmittos that were not observed. With Hashem’s guarantee
that they would not go hungry, why did Bnei Yisroel not observe the
laws of Shmittah?

Rashi, in Parshas Vayishlach, contrasts Yaakov's manner of re-
lating to his possessions to that of Eisav's. Yaakov states, “Yeish
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Dovid said to G-d, “Master of the World! You know that if they
were to tear my flesh, the blood would not run! Even when they are
busy discussing the laws Negaim and Ohalos (two difficult sections
of Mishnah dealing with laws of purity), they taunt me, ‘Dovid, who
is an adulterer, and with what kind of death must he be punished?’ |
answer them, ‘He is to be strangled. He, however, has a share in the
World to Come, but anyone who embarrasses his fellow in public
has no share in the World to Come!” (Bava Metzia 59a)

It may be hard for us today to imagine anyone talking to Dovid
HaMelech that way, embarrassing him to the point that he could say
his blood no longer remained in his veins. However, in his day and
age, Dovid appeared differently to those around him, as he himself
wrote, “The stone the builders despised became the comerstone.”
(Tehillim 118:22)

It was not until after his death that Dovid became vindicated in
the eyes of his enemies, after which he was no longer seen as any-
thing less than G-d's anointed, he and his seed after him.

And therein lies the root of ona’as devarim and the inherent dan-
ger in thinking and speaking it. Whether it is because of insecurity
or over-confidence, we tend to deride other people when we look
down on them (as if that gives us a license to make them feel bad!).
However, you never know how G-d looks at the person we disre-
spect and what role he is going to play in history. Dovid’s enemies
are history now. Dovid HaMelech lives on through the generations
that follow him, and eventually, through Moshiach himself.

il

-

Ii kol,” “I have all that | need,” while Eisav proclaims,
“Yeish li rav,” “| have much more than | need.” Gener-

ally, we attribute a person’s greed to their insatiable appetite. Con-
ceming Eisav, this explanation does not suffice, for he admits that
he has more than he would ever need. What could be the motivat-
ing factor that drives him to continue amassing more wealth?

Eisav is not driven by an intrinsic desire to satisfy his needs. His
desire is fueled by his need to ensure that no one else will possess
this wealth. Although he is aware that he has no personal need for
this wealth, he attempts to obtain it only in order to prevent another
from having it. This is the characteristic that the Midrash defines as
a “rah ayin,” the inability to “fargin” another person his good fortune.
Not only does Eisav not appreciate the good fortune of others, but
he also does whatever he can to prevent others from having this
good fortune.

The inability to observe the laws of Shmittah is a result of pos-
sessing an “ayin rah.” Even with Hashem'’s guarantee to supply us
with all our needs, we could not tolerate opening our fields so that
others could benefit from them. Although the portion that they would
have consumed would not have diminished what we needed for our
own well-being, the mere thought of others possessing that which
could be ours prevented us from observing the Shmittah for the en-
tire duration of the First Temple.
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JOKES

Rebbi: “Chazara is the key to success.”
Talmid: “Great, I'll start tomorrow.”
Rebbi: “That’s what you said yesterday.”
Talmid: “See? I'm already reviewing.”

A kid asks his father, “Dad, can you explain
to me what a solar eclipse is?”
The dad says, “No sun.”
The kid says, “Wow... | think | get it now.”

A teacher asks a student, “If you had 10 dol-
lars and asked your father for another 10, how
much would you have?”

The student says, “10 dollars.”

The teacher says, “You don’t understand
math.”

The student says, “You don’t understand my
father.”

A man calls tech support and says, “My com-
puter won’t turn on.”

The technician asks, “Is it plugged in?”
The man says, “I can’t tell — it's too dark.”
The technician says, “Turn on a light.”
The man says, “l can’t — the power is out.”

| used to work at a calendar factory.
| got fired for taking a couple of days off.

WELE Brought to you by Uncle Benjy,
cg  author of Laughter is the best
wxd medicine: Kosher and Jewish
liniy jokes for the whole family,
4 volumes one and two, and
% Jewish Joke Book for Kids,
& volumes one and two, available
s on Amazon.
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