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The parsha opens with “Vayishlach Yaakov
malachim el Eisav achiv...”

Yaakov sends messengers to his brother Eisav
with the cryptic message:

“ma p7 oy"— ‘I lived with Lavan”

Rashi famously comments:

“.0IN I'Yynn ‘M7 X710 nikn

“I kept all 613 mitzvos and did not learn from
his evil ways.”

Yet many Chassidic masters ask:

If Yaakov truly didn’t learn from Lavan, why is he
telling Eisav this?

And deeper: Is it really a praise to say ‘I learned
nothing’ from such a powerful life experience?

The Baal Shem Tov reveals a profound insight:
Yaakov was actually lamenting, “I kept the mitzvos,
yes... but | missed something. | failed to learn from
Lavan how to serve Hashem.”

Meaning:

Every encounter—even with evil, even with an
enemy—contains a lesson.

There are two strategies when facing a spiritual
threat:

1. Protect yourself from being influenced by the
negative.

2. Leamn from the enemy's strengths—their
persistence, their energy, their consistency—and
channel it toward holiness.

This is one of the most important tools in avo-
das Hashem.

A classic story of the Chofetz Chaim brings this to
life. In his nineties, he woke up early before dawn,
but felt the yetzer hara pushing back:

“You're old. You need sleep. Why get up so ear-

ly?” He debated back and forth, until he suddenly
turned to the yetzer hara and said, “Wait a minute...

When Yaakov Avinu fought with the malach of
Eisav and was injured in his thigh, he was disturbed
since he felt that a very important part of his body
was now incapacitated. Hashem wished to set his
mind at ease and tell him that it was not so bad. By
forbidding the gid hanashe, Hashem was saying to
him, “Yaakov, do not feel bad that your thigh was
hurt. Itis not consequential, and to prove it, from now
on, your descendants, the Jewish people, will not eat
this part of an animal!” This is incredible, says the
Tolna Rebbe shlita. Look how far the Torah will go
to make sure that Yaakov has peace of mind! All of

YOU are older than me! The Gemara in Sukkah
calls you ‘zaken—old! And YOU never give up, you
never sleep in, you never stop your mission. If you
don't quit, then | won't either.”

He outsmarted the yetzer hara by learmning from
the yetzer hara.

Consistency, dedication, relentlessness, and
focus—all of these can be transformed into tools for
our own service of Hashem.

When a young couple builds a home, many new
emotional challenges arise. The instinct is to be
overwhelmed.
But if one breaks down the challenge, they can usu-
ally extract:

e alesson

* an opportunity

* a new depth of connection

 a path to growth

The Zoharfamously explains that the word |ron
(test) is related to 01, to be elevated.

A challenge is meant to lift you to a higher level.

This is exactly the message Yaakov teaches:

Don't only fight the difficulty.

Mine it for greatness.

Two weeks ago, in Parshas Toldos, we quoted a
beautiful insight from the Likutai Chever, a talmid of
the Chasam Sofer:

When Yaakov received the brachos nnna,
deceitfully, it created an unintended consequence:

The brachos were not only for his righteous de-
scendants.

They now extend even to those among his chil-
dren who act like Eisav.

This is what Chazal mean on the passuk m’
‘T2 N Nx — “He smelled the scent of his gar-
ments.”

Chazal read it as “rman"—his traitors.

Klal Yisroel for all future generations are forbidden to
eat the thigh just so that Yaakov Avinu will not feel
bad! What a lesson this is for us! Just see to what
great extent we all must go in order that a fellow Jew
should be calm and happy! The Gemara (Kesuvos
111) teaches that it is better to “show your white teeth
than to supply someone with milk.” In other words, it
is more important to smile at a person than to feed
them, to take care of another’s emotional and mental
health than their physical needs!

When it comes to helping others — our children,
our spouses, or our friends — we often spend much
time, energy, and resources to provide them with the
best of everything: the most comfortable furniture,

Even Jews who are far, even
those who struggle, carry a spark of
holiness that can ignite unexpectedly, just like Yo-
sef Meshisa in Midrash Rabbah, who betrayed his
people by entering the Heichal for the Romans, yet
refused to enter a second time because the ene-
my’s reverence for the Mikdash awakened some-
thing inside him.

As Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz famously explains,
he was inspired not by its kedushah directly but by
the way the enemy recognized its kedushah.

Once again, the enemy becomes the teacher.

Yaakov was telling Eisav:

¢ If you come as a brother — wonderful.

e If you come as an enemy — | know how to
use enemies for growth.

“ma 27 ny.”— survived Lavan

But more importantly, | leamed how to tum
opposition into inspiration. This is the essence of
Jewish resilience.

May the young couple leam this secret of Yaakov
Avinu:

« to protect themselves spiritually,

« to extract growth from every challenge,

« to fransform resistance into strength,

e and to build a home elevated by every nisay-
on.

May they merit to build a bayis ne’eman filled
with brachah, shalom, and endless nachas.

And may all of us learn the wisdom of seeing
opportunity even in struggle and turning every “en-
emy” into a stepping stone for greatness.

in R’ Coren’s office
every Wednesday at 8:00 PM

the most beautiful clothing, and the most delicious
food. We often buy our loved ones costly gifts and
ensure that they are technologically up to the minute.
But the question is: Do we smile at them enough?
Do we spend quality time with them and LISTEN
when they talk? Are we there for them emotionally,
do we feed their souls with compliments and kind
words? Do we spend as much time adorning their
insides with love and joy as we do adoring their
outsides with designer clothing? The Torah teaches
us that it is way more important to make others feel
good than to make them look good! We MUST avoid
the poison of criticism and negativity so that we build
rather than destroy.
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Whole

“Jacob arrived whole to the city of Shechem,” the
Torah states in this week’s portion, Vayishlach.

What a gift it is to be whole, complete. To
be wholesome, unified, integrated, holistic. How
many of us can claim to be whole?

How did this happen? What was the secret
behind Jacob’s “wholeness” at this moment? He
had been married for years, had many children,
and was a successful man. He had garnered
much wealth and had dealt successfully with
many an adversary.

What transpired at this moment that con-
ferred upon Jacob this condition of “wholeness”™?

In fact, nowhere does the Bible describe a
human being in such a way, that he or she was
“shalem,” whole. It is an extraordinary description
for a human being who, from the genesis of time,
is characterized by duality, fragmentation, and
conflict.

Apparently, something extraordinary oc-
curred in the life of Jacob that made him whole,
precisely at this juncture of his life.

The Preceding Scene

There is no escaping the juxtaposition be-
tween this statement—"Jacob arrived whole”™—

and the preceding scene in the Torah. In the
previous scene, Esau finally made peace with his
brother Jacob. After decades of estrangement,
hostility, and ire, and the fear of outright war be-
tween the brothers, they had at last reconciled,
even if they would not live together.

It is a profound development. Twenty-two
years earlier, Esau vowed to kill Jacob. “The days
of mourning for my father are near; then | will
kill my brother.” Now, as they are about to meet
again, we stand poised, anticipating a harsh en-
counter. Upon hearing that Esau is approaching
him with a force of four hundred men, Jacob is
“very afraid and distressed.” He devises an elab-
orate defense, including a strategy for war.

When Esau finally appears, something very
different transpires. The Bible’s description of the
meeting is unforgettable:

“Esau ran toward him, embraced him, fell
upon his neck, and kissed him. And they wept.”
There is no anger, animosity or threat of re-
venge. Peace has at last descended upon the
Abrahamic family. The next scene in the Torah
reads: “Jacob arrived whole...”

The message to us seems clear. You may be
a wonderful, accomplished, and successful indi-
vidual, but as long as you are not on speaking

terms with your own sibling, you €
will not be whole. As long as a fami-
ly is torn by mistrust and conflict, none of its mem-
bers can be whole. You may be right or wrong in
your arguments, but as long as the conflict lin-
gers, you will remain broken. We cannot make
ourselves whole, nor can we mend the world, if
we lack the courage and vulnerability to create
peace within our own families. The family is the
nucleus of civilization.

Sometimes, we have no choice but to create
music out of torn chords. If we have tried what-
ever we can to reconcile and it did not work,
we must create wholeness within a fragmented
state. We cannot change other people, and each
of us must learn to develop their own relationship
with G-d. Yet, we must try and do whatever we
can to create familial harmony. When we can’t
achieve this, we must know that there will be
moments in which we will have to grieve over a
terrible loss.

George Bumns once quipped that happiness
is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit fam-
ily in another city. It is often easier to get along
with the “whole world” than with your own family.
But it is only through family harmony that we can
achieve genuine wholeness in our lives.
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MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night — before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.

an HaTorah
WAX TEETH - HEED THE MESSAGE
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“Eisav ran towards him (Yaakov), and he em-
braced him, and fell upon his neck, and kissed
him, and they wept.” There are dots above the
word “inpw.” Rashi explains that the reason for
the dots is to teach us that Eisav did not kiss Yaa-
kov with all of his heart. Rebbe Shimon Bar Yo-
chai said that it is a given fact and is well known
that Eisav hates Yaakov. Here, Eisav's heart
warmed towards Yaakov, and he did kiss him with
all of his heart. The passuk then says, “b>a1,” “And
they wept.” Both Eisav and Yaakov wept. Why did
they cry?

Eisav's weapon was the sword, as his father
blessed him with. However, since Eisav attached
himself to the wicked nachash, his weapon be-
came his teeth, for the nachash bites with its
teeth. Eisav sought to use his weapon, his teeth,
to attack Yaakov. However, Hakadosh Boruch
Hu performed a miracle, and his teeth tumed to
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wax so that he could not bite Yaakov; therefore,
he kissed him. There are dots on top of the word
“inpwn” — “And he kissed him,” for he really want-
ed to bite him, though he ended up kissing him.
(n""n noMa)

Eisav cried for his potential loss of matters of
gashmiyus. He sought to bring Yaakov under his
spell of gashmiyus, and instead, he himself was
harmed. He hurt his teeth, which would infringe
on his having pleasure from food. Yaakov, on the
other hand, was crying for Eisav's ruchniyus. Afull
accounting of what occurred is important to note.
Not only did Yaakov’s neck become marble, but
Eisav’s teeth also became as soft as wax. Had
only Yaakov’s neck become marble, Eisav could
have thought to himself that Hashem was pro-
tecting Yaakov since he was righteous and that
maybe he should try to spread his fumah else-
where. In truth, with Yaakov’s neck being marble,
he couldn't be harmed, and that should have
been the end of the story.

Why did Hakadosh Boruch Hu also have
to make Eisav's teeth into soft wax? Hakadosh

Boruch Hu was giving Eisav a

chance. He was letting Eisav know

that his way of life was wrong and that he should
not follow after the gashmiyus, which was repre-
sented by the teeth that one uses to chew and
then eat his food. Eisav paid no heed to this ob-
vious message. Even though his teeth became
wax, he still tried to bite Yaakov’'s neck, which
was marble. Yaakov cried for his brother Eisav,
for he was zoche to be receiving a message
straight from Hakadosh Boruch Hu but was not
taking advantage of it.

In life, all of us are given opportunities, clear
messages from Hakadosh Boruch Hu, on what
we should be doing. Unfortunately, some of us do
not take note of them at all, for we are not looking
for them, and others note them, but don’t take im-
mediate action, and therefore the message ends
up being lost from the person.

May we be zoche to utilize these messages
from Hakadosh Boruch Hu by taking immediate
action so that we can raise ourselves in our con-
nection and love for Hakadosh Boruch Hu.
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Reciting a Brachah on Hiddur

Rabbi Akiva Eiger was asked the following
question: If someone forgot to recite the brachah
before lighting the candles, can he still recite the
brachah while lighting the hiddur candles? For
example, on the fifth night of Chanuka, if some-
one forgot to recite the brachah and already lit the
first candle, can he still recite the brachah before
lighting the other candles, which are only lit as a
hiddur?

At first glance, he writes, this should depend on
the machlokes of whether we recite a brachah on
hiddur alone. For example, if someone only had
one candle on the fifth night of Chanuka, he lights
one candle with a brachah. If he gets more can-
dles later in the evening, he should light the other
candles to fulfill the hiddur. Does he recite another
brachah on the candles he is lighting for hiddur?

Whether or not a brachah is recited on hiddur
is a machlokes between the Pri Chodosh and the
Eliyahu Rabbah. The Pri Chodosh rules that you
cannot recite a brachah since we do not recite a
brachah on hiddur alone, and the Eliyahu Rabbah
maintains that you can recite a brachah on hiddur.
Rabbi Akiva Eiger writes that since he already lit
the first candle, which is the mitzvah itself, it would
seem that the same machlokes should apply in
our case, and he should light without a brachah,
since he is now lighting just the hiddur.

However, Rabbi Akiva Eiger then adds that
the case where the first candle is still burning may
be better, and perhaps all would agree that then a
brachah can be recited. This is because although
we are supposed to recite a brachah before per-
forming a mitzvah, if someone did not recite the
brachah before starting the mitzvah, it can still be
recited, as long as the mitzvah is in process.

For example, one must recite the brachah on

| received your letter of April 17th, in which you
describe your history, dwelling on your limp and
wondering whether it might affect your chances of a
suitable shidduch.

You are quite right in disregarding the ill advice
of ‘take what you can get.’ It is contrary even to good
reason, and certainly from the point of view of our To-
rah, Toras Chayim, our way of life...

Since marriage is a commandment of the Cre-
ator, which makes it certain that the possibility for it is
also Divinely provided... | am certain that your limp
will not be a handicap for a truly suitable shidduch...

.... To sum it up, limp or no limp, the proper way

tefillin or tzitzis before donning them.
However, he can still recite the brachah

as long as he is still wearing the tefillin or tzitzis.
The same can be said here, as well. Since the
main candle is still lit, it can be compared to one
who is in the middle of a mitzvah, and he can still
recite a brachah.

THE HIDDUR OF EACH PERSON DO-
ING HIS OWN MITZVAH

In the middle of his discussion, Rabbi Akiva
Eiger brings up an interesting point. How can it be
that there is a machlokes whether one can recite a
brachah on hiddur? We should have a clear proof
that we can recite the brachah on a hiddur from
the lighting of the other members of the house. Ev-
eryone recites their own brachah, even though it
is only a hiddur. Isn’t that a clear proof that we do
recite a brachah on hiddur?

Rabbi Akiva Eiger explains that this is not a
proof, because when each person lights his own
menorah, he is not yotzei with the lighting of the
head of the house. In other words, each member
of the house has in mind that he does not want to
be yotzei the mitzvah with the lighting of the head
of the household, and he is therefore required to
light himself. Therefore, each person lighting is a
fulfillment of the mitzvah itself, not just a hiddur,
and deserves his own brachah. Since he is doing
the mitzvah itself and not just a hiddur, he would be
allowed to recite a brachah, even according to the
opinion that no brachah is recited on hiddur.
SUMMARY

There is a machlokes whether we make a bra-
chah on hiddur. But a brachah can still be recited
if one remembers in the middle of lighting. Each
person can recite a brachah on his own lighting
because they are not yotzei with the baal habayis.

to go about a shidduch is to find a _
young man whose inner core is where ‘ : " ’
it should be, while external aspects are
secondary and unimportant, and one is well advised
to forego many external things for one inner essential
quality. Your conviction of this and your faith in G-d
will surely hasten the realization of it.

==== Rebbe Responsa, Issue 80

Yud Tes Kislev: The Baal haTanya was freed
from prison in Russia under the Czarist rule.

Yud Tes Kislev is considered the Rosh Hasha-
nah of Chassidus, and we wish each other, “Leshana
Tovah in the study of Chassidus and in the ways of
Chassidus Tikaseivu V'saychasaymu!”
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Horah
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Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
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Why Eisav Kissed Yaakov

Based on the Hirsch Chumash, Bere-
ishis 33:4

And Eisav ran towards him and em-
braced him, and fell upon his neck and
kissed him, and they wept.

This weeping changes everything that
we might think of Eisav. He could have
feigned the kiss and the embrace, but the
tears flowed from his soul. At this moment,
he showed himself to be a descendant
of Avraham and showed the secret of his
eventual success. The Eisav we see here
was something more than a cunning hunt-
er. There was a strength of character that
was available to him. He may have used
it infrequently, but it did not disappear. It
would display itself throughout Eisav’s trav-
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els through history.

Through military prowess and skill,
through force and might alone, he would
not become a master of the entire world.
Rome was strong and brutal, but there
was more to her than strength and brutal-
ity. There had to be. Rome could not have
dominated the known world through force
alone. Other gifts were used.

Those gifts were not directed to noble
or proper use, but this could change. Our
episode points to that capacity. Eisav was
able to set down his sword and relate to
his brother with love and compassion. For
the strong to respect the rights of other
people of strength demonstrates nothing
more than prudence and practicality. It is
simply wise to avoid the consequences of

a struggle. The strong can nur- U
ture qualities of humanness and
respect for the rights of others. When that
happens, they will abandon the use of raw
might even when dealing with the weak. Ei-
sav’s casting down his sword and throwing
himself on the neck of his brother shows his
capacity to grow in that direction.

It will take a Yaakov and his relationship
with him to draw out that capacity and allow
it to slowly grow and progress.

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL




TOMCHE SHABBOS
OF ROCKLAND COUNTY
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This Shabbos is
sponsored in
memory of

Eric Blumenthal
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Eric Blumenthal was a remarkably joyful soul whose
warmth and compassion touched everyone around him.
He had an extraordinary gift for helping others, always

giving of himself without hesitation. His generosity,
kindness, and unwavering love left a lasting imprint on
all who were fortunate enough to know him.

Bobbi Mayerfeld

n”Y ATY'7X 1 12NN Na X7

Bobbi Mayerfeld was an extraordinary giver in every
sense—an endlessly devoted wife, mother, grandmother,
and great-grandmother who asked for nothing and gave

everything. Her home, heart, and kitchen were always
open, and she was beloved for the meals she cooked
and the love she poured into her family. Bobbi's life was
defined by selflessness, devotion, and a boundless ability
to nurture everyone around her.

To sponsor a Shabbos for any occasion,

please call, 845.356.0202 x201

or email ads@tomcheshabbos.org
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RABBI EYTAN FEINER

Rav of the White Shul and Chai Lifeline’s Camp Simcha

THE ESSENGE OF GHANUKRH
SANCTIFYING NEW BEGINNINGS



eiluy Nishmas R' Mordcha

Ben R' Dov Zev Moshe

i

ys Shiur with R' Aryeh
Karelestien
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R’ Simcha Bunim Berger

and family on the

engagement of his son

Chezky
to

Dina Melber

1Y335 91w
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Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim would like ]n | [
extend a heartfelt Mazel Tov to

azel and Cffeather Bfeteiner

upon the engagement of their daughter

prnanl ) e
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Leats
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May this beautiful simcha bring
‘ continued bracha, nachas, and more
! simcha to you and your family.
£ 2 7 On behalf of the thousands of
__~ mispallelim, lomdim, and shiur
““participants at Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim,
who appreciate all you do for the
community and the klal.
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__RABBI JARED VIDERS

Teaching and Reaching
Others

“My master,” replied Yaakov, “you [Eisav]
know that the children are weak, and | have
responsibility for the nursing sheep and cat-
tle... Please go ahead of me, my master. | will
lead my group slowly ... according to the pace
of the children ...” (Gen. 33:13-14)

In the aftermath of the long-awaited en-
counter between the estranged brothers,
Eisav proposes that the two camps voyage
on together. Fearing the deleterious influence
that Eisav (and his entourage) might exert
(covert or overt) on his family, Yaakov respect-
fully declines this less-than-enticing offer. The
proffered reason for doing so was that pace of
Eisav's journey would prove physically harm-
ful to Yaakov’s children and livestock. During
the course of this dialogue, Rashi shares with
us several words that are fundamental to ef-
fective teaching.

With regard to “the flocks and the cattle ...
they are my responsibility to lead them along
slowly.” (Gen. 33:13). As for the children, we
must forge ahead at “my slow pace” in a man-
ner of “unhurriedness.” Dictated by what?
By “the pace at which they are able to walk.”

10 VAYISHLACH

(Gen. 33:14)

Itis imperative to view ourselves as teach-
ers. (And yes, we are all teachers, regardless
of whether we possess tenure, have a roll
book, or hold parent-teacher conferences).
Some teach children and grandchildren.
Others impart knowledge to nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins. We may have formal (or
less-formal) “students” whom we yearn to
enrich with wisdom and understanding. We
educate clients and colleagues and friends
and acquaintances.

That being said, it behooves us to pe-
riodically reassess the degree to which we
are capitalizing upon our “teaching” oppor-
tunities. Educating others has always been
fraught with challenges, and it doesn’t seem
to be getting any easier. The process is quite
astonishing, really. How is it that a concept
(stored away somewhere in our vast cere-
bral cortex) can properly be understood and
articulated in a way that it will lodge properly in
the mind and heart of the person with whom
you are communicating? The likelihood of
being misunderstood is so vast. The risk of
being unclear lurks behind virtually every byte
of information you seek to present. What is
clear and unequivocal to you is often cluttered

and objectionable by the time it
reaches someone else’s think
pad. To the degree that you can as- sess
how someone else processes the world, that
is a very reliable gauge of the extent to which
your message will hit the mark.

Yaakov's commitment to travel “at the
pace of the children” is a notion that has wide-
spread applicability in an era when life seems
to be moving at a blistering pace. As “teach-
able moments” present themselves, be mind-
ful of the awesome opportunity and respon-
sibility that lie before you. Even when you
know your information, even when you know
the lesson, how it is conveyed will make all
the difference. One person needs a parable.
Another needs a story. One person thinks in
the abstract stratospheres of spiritually, while
another functions only in terms of the practical
“bottom line.”

Your message may be the same. But
just because you gave over that message,
doesn't mean it was heard. And just because
it was heard, doesn't mean that it truly hit
home. Give it some thought, for all those who
stand to learn from your ways have much to
gain.



We read in Parashat Vayishlach that after Yaakov re-
turned to the Land of Israel, G-d spoke to him, promising
him that he would beget a large nation that would inherit
the land. Yaakov responded by erecting a monument at
that site, in Bet-El, and “he conducted a libation over it, and
he poured oil over it” (35:14).

Rav Abraham Ibn Ezra (Spain, 1089-1167) understood
that this “nesech” (libation) that Yaakov performed was not
a religious ritual, but, rather, was done for cleanliness. Be-
fore pouring oil over the monument as an expression of
gratitude to G-d, he first cleaned it with water or wine, and
this is the “libation” mentioned in the verse. Others, how-
ever, explain differently. Targum Yonatan Ben Uziel, based
on the double expression “va’yasech aleha nesech,”
which mentions both “va’yasech” and “nesech,” explains
that Yaakov conducted two libations, one with water and
another with wine. This foreshadowed the time when his
descendants, Bnai Yisrael, would perform on Sukkot these
two libations, pouring both wine and water over the altar in
the Bet Hamikdash.

A much different, and especially meaningful, explana-
tion of this “nesech” is given by Rabbeinu Yonah (Spain,
1200-1263). He cites an enigmatic passage from the Mid-
rash (Bereshit Rabbah 78:16), which comments, “All those
years that Yaakov spent in Bet-El, he did not refrain from
pouring libations. Rabbi Hanan said: Anyone who knows
how many libations our patriarch Yaakov poured in Bet-El
knows how to calculate the waters of Tiberias [the Kinner-
et].” According to the Midrash, Yaakov conducted innumer-
able libations on this monument during his stay in Bet-El,
like the number of drops of water in the Kinneret. How
could this be possible?

Rabbeinu Yonah offers a remarkable novel interpre-
tation of the Midrash, suggesting that these “libations”
were actually tears that Yaakov shed while praying. Cry-
ing during prayer is especially powerful, and the tears one
sheds are warmly accepted by G-d. The Gemara (Babah
Metziah 59a) teaches, “Although the gates of prayer are
locked, the gates of tears are not locked.” When we pray
with emotion and to the point where we shed tears, our
prayers reach the heavens and have an effect. And thus,
when the Midrash speaks of Yaakov Avinu pouring water
libations like the water in the Kinneret, it refers to his tears,
which are precious like the libations on the altar. We do not
have a Bet Hamikdash, but we are nevertheless given the
ability to, on some level, serve G-d as our ancestors did in
the Bet Hamikdash, through sincere, heartfelt, emotional
prayer. These prayers, which evoke tears — whether tears
of fear, sorrow, or joy — are precious and powerful and are
considered as significant as the water poured on the altar
before G-d in the Bet Hamikdash.

When Eisav meets Yaakov and his wives and children, Eisav in-
quires, “Who are these to you?” [Bereishis 33:5]

This is a strange question. When one has not seen someone for
20 years, it is not unusual that during this time the person may have
married and had children. Upon greeting the person for the first ime
in 20 years and seeing that he is accompanied by a number of chil-
dren, is it appropriate to ask, “Who are these children?”?

The Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer explains the dialogue between Yaa-
kov and Eisav:

Eisav asked, “What are you doing with all these? | thought we
made a division: | would take This World, and you would take the
World to Come. If so, what are you doing with children? Children are
a function of This World."

Yaakov responded, “These are the children that G-d graciously
provided to your servant. (In other words, children are included in the
World to Come.) That is why | have children.”

We thus have a dispute here between Eisav and Yaakov con-
ceming whether children are a function of Olam Hazeh or Olam
Haba, of This World or the World to Come. If we have a dispute,
there must be a practical difference. What is that difference here?

The practical difference is that if someone views children as a
function of this world, they believe that the purpose of children is to
make life easier. Those who lived two or three hundred years ago in
an agrarian economy had many children because every extra pair of
hands on the farm meant an easier life.

Modem man has become a little more progressive. He has
moved off the farm and does not have such a need for children any-
more. He sees that children cannot help him. As a matter of fact,
he has made a startling revelation: Children are a tremendous pain!
They cost money and bother and aggravation. Who needs children?

Modem man can even believe that children can be replaced. If
one needs companionship, let him get a dog! Dogs are wonderful.
He can come home after a tiring day to a house full of crying children.
This one has not done his homework. This one is sick. This one is
nudging. Or, he can come home to a dog. The dog will run to him.
It will be happy to see him. The dog may be the first being that has
been happy to see him the entire day. So if a person wants Olam
Hazeh, he does not have children; he has dogs! This is the attitude
of Eisav.

Yaakov, on the other hand, understands that the purpose of chil-
dren is not for enjoying this world or for making our lives easier. The
purpose of children is that children, like all of us, have souls. Those
souls need to somehow make their way to Olam Haba. The only
way that a soul can ever get to the World to Come is by spending
even the smallest amount of time in This World. Every child that a
person has, whether the child lives to 120 be’H [with G-d’s help], or
if G-d forbid he doesn't live long, whether he is productive or not so
productive, the only way that soul will ever arrive in the Next World is
if it is brought into This World first.

That is what children are all about — following G-d’'s desire to
take a soul, try to improve the soul, and see that the soul makes it to
Olam Haba.

DECEMBER 3, 2025
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Eisav's Third Wife

“And Bosmas the daughter of Yishma-
el...” (36:3)

Eisav’s third wife is referred to as Bosmas.
However, in an earlier parsha, she is called
Machlas, a derivative of the word “machal,”
“forgive.” The Talmud Yerushalmi states that
three persons are forgiven for their past sins:
a convert, a person who ascends to a leader-
ship position, and a person who marries. The
third type of person is deduced from the fact
that the Torah refers to Bosmas as Machlas,
implying that forgiveness was granted upon
the day of her marriage to Eisav. This is the
source for the custom of fasting and reciting
the “Viduy” on one’s wedding day. What is the

_ZERA SHIMSHON

thread that unifies the three individuals who
are granted atonement for their past sins?
Why should a person’s sins automatically be
forgiven?

In Parshas Bereishis, Rashi teaches that
the verse “lo tov heyos ha’adam levado”
should not be translated as “It is not good for
man to be lonely,” but rather, “It is not bene-
ficial for man to feel self-sufficient.” There-
fore, Hashem created Eve. This teaches us
that one of the primary functions of marriage
is to offer a person the opportunity not to be
self-absorbed, but outwardly focused and
sensitive to the needs of others.

Similarly, a person ascending to leader-
ship is put in a position in which he must fo-

cus on the needs of the people
in his charge. Finally, a convert
who accepts upon himself the 613 pre-
cepts is, by definition, stating that he will no
longer be preoccupied with his own needs
and desires, but rather, his focus will be on
what his Creator expects of him.

The residual effect of sin is that a person
becomes preoccupied with self-gratification.
These three individuals are being offered the
opportunity to extricate themselves from the
results of their sins. There is no magic elixir.
Rather, if they capitalize upon this opportunity
and show concemn and sensitivity toward oth-
ers, they can undo the negative effects of their
sins.

Yaakov split the people that were with him
efc. into two camps (23:11)

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 39b) says the
reason why Ovadiah merited becoming a
prophet is because when Izevel was killing out
all the nevi'im, he hid one hundred neviim. He
put fifty neviim in one cave and fifty neviim in
another cave. The Gemara asks: Why did he
split them up? R’ Elazar says that he learned
this strategy from Yaakov Avinu, who split his
family into two camps in order to save at least
half of them from Eisav. Ovadiah also split the
neviim in two, so in case lzevel found one of
the caves, the other would be saved. R’ Ava-
hu answers that the reason is much simpler. It
was because each cave fit no more than fifty
people!

On R’ Elazar's answer, the Zera Shim-
shon cites the Maharsha, who asks: How
does R’ Elazar know this? Perhaps Ovadiah
thought of this strategy on his own, just like
Yaakov Avinu?

The Zera Shimshon himself asks that, ac-
cording to R’ Avahu, there was nothing signif-
icant in the fact that Ovadiah split the neviim
into two groups of fifty. If so, why does the pas-
suk make a point of telling it to us?

The Zera Shimshon answers as follows:

The Gemara (Yerushalmi Pe’ah 1:1) says
that in the times of Achav and Izevel, there
were no tale bearers. This is clearly seen by
the fact that Eliyahu Hanavi announced that
he was the only prophet left that Izevel did not
kill, and no one contradicted him and told the
king or Izevel that there were two caves full of
nevi'lim that Ovadiah hid.

The Zera Shimshon asks that if it was

12 VAYISHLACH

known that Ovadiah hid the neviim, it be-
comes hard to understand R’ Elazar’s rea-
soning, that Ovadiah split them up to hopefully
save at least one group of them in case Izevel
found the other group. However, if it were pub-
licly known that the nevi'im were alive and hid-
ing in caves, once Izevel found out from any
given informer, it is reasonable to assume she
would have been told about both caves. If so,
why indeed did Ovadiah split them up?

The Zera Shimshon says that this is what
R’ Elazar means to answer when he says that
Ovadiah learned from Yaakov Avinu. In reality,
Ovadiah did not have to split up the prophets
into two groups since in his case, had some-
one informed the king about them, they would
have told about both groups. However, Yaa-
kov Avinu's move to split his family into two
was really a lesson for all ages, in all areas of
life: “Never place all your eggs in one basket.”
Therefore, Ovadiah did not want to do some-
thing that might teach otherwise.

In other words, Ovadiah was afraid that
had he placed all the prophets in one cave,
given that in his circumstance it made no dif-
ference, people may have understood that
one need not be concerned about placing all
one’s eggs in one basket, and even where
there is danger, one may do so and rely that
Hashem will help them. To avert this, Ovadiah
split up the nevi'im even though it made no dif-
ference in his case.

With this, the Zera Shimshon answers the
Maharsha’s question. R’ Elazar didn't mean to
say that Ovadiah learned from Yaakov Avinu
that one musn't place all their eggs in one bas-
ket. Rather, since it was clear that this is the

lesson Yaakov Avinu wanted to impart, Ovadi-
ah did not do otherwise, even though to him it
made no difference. He leamed from Yaakov
Avinu that this was an important lesson and
therefore went out of his way so that people
would not think otherwise.

R’ Avahu held that in this case, Ovadiah
should in fact have not split the group since by
doing so, he was exposing them to a greater
risk of being found simply by the fact the he
now had to bring food to two locations as op-
posed to only one. Therefore, logically, Ova-
diah should have put them all in one cave,
especially since even according to R’ Elazar,
there was no real purpose in splitting them up.
For this reason, R’ Avahu learns that it must
be that the only reason why Ovadiah split the
nevi'im up was simply because the caves only
held fifty people.

Thus, according to R’ Elazar, one learns
from Ovadiah that even in a case where there
is no difference, once should still not place all
of their eggs in one basket. R' Avahu learns
from this story that in a case where there is
more danger or risk to split up their eggs, this
rule does not apply.

This is why R’ Avahu’s understanding of
why Ovadiah split the prophets up is very rel-
evant. The fact that the caves did not fit more
than fifty people is not a simple detail. R’ Ava-
hu understood this to imply that otherwise,
due to the risk in this case, this rule was not
applicable, and Ovadiah would never have
split them up.

ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR

BY RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM BURGER
THURSDAY 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)
Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group
Followed by Maharah Shiur 9:15-9:45PM
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Linkedin Training

One on One Personal Sessions

Utilize LinkedIn
like a Pro!

Build your network and
grow your business with
LinkedIn Strategy

Presented by

Heshy Friedman

Founder of Azurite Marketing Group

Offered in personal hourly
classes in our Pomona office,
oronZoom
Professionally

Optimize your Profile Tclass:  $220

2 classes: $385

Content Strategy 3 classes: $515

& Posting

For more information, visit
Grow your Network www.azuritemg.com/linkedin
Post Commenting &

Feed Review (845) 637-3523

heshy@azuritemg.com

WE TAKE

THE TIME TO
UNDERSTAND
YOUR BUSINESS.

Lument. More than a loan.

JEFFREY BERGER
DIRECTOR
jeffrey.berger@lument.com
216.470.5533

Y LUMENT

B'H

e B
DBuy Withr Conftdence
in North Miami Beach
Devorah Glixkman - Berger
Devorahsrealty@gmailcom
305-761-1648

REAL FINANCING SOLUTIONS.
REAL CONFIDENCE.
REALEASY.

SERVING:

FLORIDA + NEW YORK + NEW JERSEY Ari Walfish

Mortg Loan Qrigi

CALL TODAY FOR A NI

NO- OBLIGATION 443-714-5281

COMNSULTATION ari.walfish@hypotec.co
www.Hypotec.com

1 Y POTEC

Yo crranrments o fond. sy oori e boon:
Ferpinbered Mirigape ok - Y5 T
B A ki gty s, fie Bestmio

LEARN MORE

DISCOVER ALL WE CAN OFFER AT LUMENT.COM
FANNIE MAE | FREDDIE MAC | FHA | BRIDGE | MEZZANI

Lument is a subsidiary of ORIX Corporation USA. *Securities, Investment Banking and Advj

Investment advisory services are provided by Lument Investment Management, LLC, regig
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A fish walks into a bar. The bartender
asks the fish, "What can | get you?"
The fish replies, gasping, "Water! | need
water!"

What do you call a fish that won't shut up?

sseq payinow-Biq v

What is the most envious fish?

ysuAjief eyl

Why do fish eat worms?

jway) uo payooy 1eb Aay) asneodsg

Why don't fish play basketball?

.’ iS1au Jo palIL) aiksy) esneoaqg

What is the most popular fish in the
ocean?
ysiuels syl

During class, the chemistry professor was
demonstrating the properties of various acids.
"Now I'm dropping this silver coin into this
glass of acid. Will it dissolve?"

"No, sir," a student called out.

"No?" queried the professor. "Perhaps
l you can explain why the silver coin won't

dissolve."
\ "Because if it would, you wouldn't have

dropped it in."

4 author Laughter is the Best
a2 Medicine: Kosher and Jewish jokes
=1 for the whole family, 1 & 2, and
%5 Jewish joke book for kids available
EEEAEE on Amazon.
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OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

WILLS & TRUSTS

ELDER LAW

PROBATE

TRUST ADMINISTRATION
HALACHIC WILLS

TAX PLANNING

MEDICAID PLANNING

ESTATE PLANNING

SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
ASSET PROTECTION PLANNING

Emanuel Haas, rsq.

AI‘i J . Zaltz, Fsq.

Haas & Zaltz, LLp

845.425.3900

INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59, SUITE 231 AIRMONT, NY 10952
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MORE THAN A SWING SET;
THEIR BACKYARD KINGDOM

SWING SETS DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR SPACE AND TASTE
+

PAVILIONS
SWING SETS
SHEDS m
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS
GAIEBOS

588.950.0033 BHCMRD backyardkingdom.com
KINGDOM info@backyardkingdom.com
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20 UPSTAIRS

FOR MEN AND BOYS
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