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18 Forshay Rd. Monsey NY 10952
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GABBAIM
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845-200-3720 *1

VASIKIN

EVERY 15 MIN
from 6:15 AM until a half hour
before chatzos

MINCHA GEDOLA
EVERY 15 MIN. until an

hour before shkia

TO ADVERTISE: PLAG

betads@18forshay.com

EVERY 5 MIN. from shkia

BET EDITOR: bet@18forshay.com until 72

Shalom Mashbaum EDITOR
Aliza Estrin GRAPHIC DESIGNER

EVERY 5 MIN. from an

hour before shkia until 60

EVERY 10 MIN. From 72
until 11:00 P.M.

All advertisements in this
publication should not be
read on shabbos.

12 MIN. before plag EVERY 15 MIN. From

11:00 .PM. to 2:00 A.M.

12 MIN. before shkia

MIKVA
Open 24 hours. Mikva cards can
be purchased at the Sofer truck.

SOFER TRUCK
Open daily Sunday-Friday,
from 9-5

MATBIA CARD RELOAD
Accessible 24 hours in
18 Main, Back Room

ATM MACHINE
Accessible 24 hours
in 18 Main, Back Room

JOIN THE OHR CHAIM
WHATSAPP COMMUNITY!

GET THE SCOOP ON SPECIAL EVENTS,
POPULAR SHIURIM
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AND MORE
MAKE A DIFFERENCE—SUPPORT TORAH AND TEFILLAH AT
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The parsha begins with Yaakov Avinu travel-
ing toward Charan, leaving behind the holiness
of his parents’ home, and stepping into the un-
known. Chazal reveal that he did not go straight
there—he first stopped to learn in the yeshivah
of Shem VEiver. But even more, the Midrash
uncovers a profound spiritual test Yaakov faced
specifically regarding finding a wife.

Chazal connect this moment with Kapitel 121,
“Shir LaMa’alos, Esa Einai...” The Rama MiPa-
no explains that this is the segulah to say when
seeking one’s zivug. Why? Because this very
chapter is woven into the Midrash of our parsha,
tied directly to Yaakov’s quest to build his home.

The Midrash continues with the well-known
story of Rabbi Yosi bar Chalafta and the Roman
noblewoman who asked him:

“What has Hashem been doing since Cre-
ation?”

He answered: “Making shidduchim.”

She mocked the idea. “That's difficult? | can do
that myselfi’—and paired a thousand men with
a thousand women. By the next morning, there
was chaos: broken bones and black eyes. The
noblewoman conceded—there is indeed a Cre-
ator Who runs the world.

Rav Geli zt"l asked: What exactly changed for
the noblewoman?

,ANMWYA Y1an IWXII AXIX ax¥n 070 nni o7n
.2 DM DY DR DN'M NNl
LI"7p 2% Tl
“And he dreamt, and behold, a ladder was set
Earthward, and its top reached heavenward; and
behold, angels of Hashem were ascending and
descending on it” “And behold, Hashem was
standing over him...” Yaakov Avinu had a dream
(a vision, a nevuah) where he saw a ladder that
was a¥n, set Earthward, and its top reached the
heavens. The next pasuk says that Hashem was
2y, standing over him. a¥n and ax1 have the same
shoresh. What is the difference between these two
forms of the word? Why does the Torah keep using
the word nmani, and behold, in these pesukim?
The ladder is a metaphor for man himself.
Man is formed from the ground and is set Earth-
ward. Nevertheless, he is blessed with a G-dly
neshamah. The neshamah is represented by the
head, which reaches the heavens. When man
allows his physical needs and existence to domi-
nate him, they drag him down and he is “set Earth-

What did she suddenly understand?

And similarly, what changed for Yaakov Avinu?
He said, “Esa einai el heharim’™—I lift my eyes—
but then immediately asks, “Me’ayin yavo ezri?”

Chazal add his deeper words: “Ma ana
me’abed sevri mi Borei?’—

“I will not lose my trust in my Creator.”

Rather, “Ezri me’im Hashem”—my help
comes from Hashem alone.

What shifted in Yaakov's mind, and what is the
message for us?

The Answer: Shidduchim reveal our true
lack of control.

If we are honest, in almost all areas of life, we
human beings still believe—deep down—that
we can run things. We plan, we calculate, we
strategize. And often, it works.

But shidduchim are the one area where even
the strongest human illusions collapse.

You can have the best suggestions, the most
compatible profiles, the greatest conversations—
and somehow it doesn't click.

Or you can have a shidduch that seems im-
possible—and suddenly everything falls perfectly
into place.

Shidduchim teach a person something much
deeper than emunah.

They teach bitul—surrender of the ego, humil-
ity before the Ribbono Shel Olam, a recognition
that building a bayis ne’eman is not a human

ward.” However, if one infuses himself with kedu-
shah through the Torah, the ladder can reach great
heights, reaching all the way up to the heavens.
(nwn nnwr)

‘avn” means placed there by others. “avy”
means placed there by Hashem Himself. (n"avn)

‘n70” — The ladder represents the connec-
tion between heaven and Earth. One must strive
to raise his level in ruchniyos step by step as he
climbs the ladder of ruchniyos. “nxax axn 070 minr”
— While climbing the ladder of ruchniyos, one must
always remember to “set Earthward.” One must
always remain humble. The only way to truly climb
the ladder of ruchniyos is by remaining humble.
Qo "inn)

Nedarim 38a 1122 Ddn v K78 MW nxn X’
“mmy1 vy — Nevuah only rests on one who is wise,
mighty, wealthy, and humble. There is only one
true qualification necessary. and that is to be hum-
ble. If one were poor, weak, or not smart, yet was
humble, it would not necessarily demonstrate that
he is truly humble. This person has no reason to
be haughty. One who is wise, mighty, and wealthy,
yet is still humble, that demonstrates that he is truly

project—itis a Divine masterpiece.

This is what the noblewoman saw.

Not that Hashem can make shidduchim, but
that humans fundamentally cannot.

This is what Yaakov understood when he
said, “Me’ayin yavo ezn?’

From where will my help come? From no-
where—nowhere except Hashem.

And we saw this clearly with the shiddu-
chim of Yaakov, Yosef, and Tamar.

Every step revealed the hand of Hashem,
every moment showed how little human beings
truly control, and how beautifully Hashem guides
the lives of His children.

And that is the gift: the knowledge, the clarity,
the emunah, and the deeper bitachon that grows
from the shidduch process.

A Bracha

May this shidduch be a kiddush Hashem, an
everlasting source of light, health, happiness,
and inspiration for many generations to come.

May the home built from this union be like
the home of Yaakov Avinu—filled with the rec-
ognition that “Ezri me’im Hashem,” and guided
always by the loving Hand of the One Who con-
tinues—every moment—to make shidduchim.

in R’ Coren’s office
every Sunday at 8:00 PM

humble. (yTin' )
“a¥n” means placed there by

others. The Ribbono Shel Olam

places every person on the ground. It is only with
the help of the Ribbono Shel Olam that one can ac-
complish anything in this world. The Ribbono Shel
Olam gave us the Torah Hakdoshah. Through the
Torah Hakdoshah, the Ribbono Shel Olam gave
us the capabilities to raise our level in ruchniyos.

The key words are “the Ribbono Shel Olam gave

»

us.” “mni1”, and behold, is a lashon of surprise. One
must not assume that it is coming to him and live
with those expectations. Rather, one must strive
to climb the ladder of ruchniyos, bearing in mind
that he is truly unworthy. It is only because of the
great chessed of the Ribbono Shel Olam and His
help that we can achieve a higher level than the
Malachei Hashareis. It says a lashon of “axa” in
reference to the Ribbono Shel Olam, because He
stands by Himself.

May we be zoche to bring the Shechina down to
this world and raise ourselves above the Malachei
Hashareis.
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__RABBI YY JACOBSON

After 50 Generations

The late astrophysicist, Professor Velvel
Greene, who worked many years for NASA,
once related the following story:

Many years ago, Dr. Greene shared,
a noted scientist delivered a lecture at a
space science conference on the broader
aspects of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration program in the USA.
Among other things, the lecturer drew a
parallel between the problems that will face
space explorers in the future and our cur-
rent conditions on Earth.

Using a hypothetical manned voyage to
the nearest star, Alpha Centauri, as an ex-
ample, he emphasized the remarkable en-
gineering, biological, and sociological prob-
lems that would be encountered during the
execution of this enterprise. Since the star
is 4.3 light-years away, even a spaceship
traveling at 1,000 miles per second would
require more than 800 years to get there
and another 800 years to get back. Any
original crew we launched would not survive
for even a fraction of the mission’s duration.
Instead, we would have to “man” the cap-
sule with men and women who would have
children who would carry on the mission.
These children would themselves have
children, continuing this for 1,600 years. Ul-
timately, after many generations, the remote

progeny of the original crew would complete
the mission.

This interstellar spaceship  would
have to be completely self-sustaining and
self-supporting. But the lecturer pointed out
that the engineering and technical prob-
lems are only one side of the coin. In the
spaceship, the crew would have to learn to
tolerate each other, generation after gener-
ation. They would have to learn, and learn
quickly, that you don't blow up only part of
a spaceship.

And then the speaker touched on a key
topic: Would the fiftieth generation, after a
thousand years, still share the aspirations of
their pilgrim fathers who set out from Earth
so long ago? How, indeed, can you convey
to a generation still unbomn the basic infor-
mation about where they came from, where
they are going, why they are going there,
how to get there, and how to get back?

One of the scientists stood up, and to my
surprise and delight, declared: “If we could
figure out how the Jewish people managed
to survive these thousands of years, we'd
have our answer!”

The scientist was on target. To a Jew,
this story is no mere fantastic flight of imag-
ination; it captures our millennia-long nar-
rative. Aimost four millennia ago, Abraham
heard a call to become a blessing for all
mankind. Over three thousand years ago, at

Mount Sinai, we were launched -
with specific instructions and suit-
able maps. And we were told that we ought
to transmit this mission to our children and
grandchildren, for generations to come. The
task was to bring healing and redemption to
theworld.

We were charged with the mission to
reveal that the universe has a soul, that
humanity has a soul, that each of us has a
soul. That we are living in G-d’s world, and
our mission is to transcend our superficial
shells and reveal the infinite oneness that
unites us all.

For more than a hundred generations
we knew where we came from, where we
were going, why we were traveling, who
was the Project Officer, and how to get back.
We had no real difficulty in transmitting this
intelligence unbroken from generation to
generation—even to generations who were
not physically present during “take-off’ at
Sinai. How? Because the Torah, our Di-
vine logbook, contained macro and micro
guidance. Notwithstanding all challenges,
this logbook has met the only real criterion
of the empirical scientists—it worked. Our
presence demonstrated that it worked.

As long as we did not allow an inter-
ruption in the transmitting of the Torah from
generation to generation, the mission and
the people remained intact.
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SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night - before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.

UFARATZTA RrABBI SHALOM BER MUNITZ

Shidduch Advice

any expectation to educate, or re-educate, the would-

1. Knowing what is important, a lot of secondary matters be-
come insignificant.

2. First and foremost, the person should be trustworthy, so that
he can be fully relied upon in all his promises relating to the estab-
lishment of a truly Jewish home, a binyan adei ad.

3. In matters of a shidduch, as in any other thing, it is no good
limiting oneself, or limiting G-d’s help, to any particular and narrow
objective.

4. When it comes to marriage, this should not be tied in with

A VAYEITZEI

be partner, especially where such education would be
required at almost every step. Human nature is such that when a
person is pressured into making concessions for the sake of an-
other person — every day and many times a day — without as yet
seeing any reason for doing it except to please the other partner,
this is not a healthy situation, and it is bound to generate resentment
and disharmony.

==== Excerpts of letters, The Rebbe’s Responsa, Issue 80

Tes Kislev: The Yom Holedes and Yom Hilula of the Mitteler
Rebbe, Admor DovBer, eldest son of the Baal Hatanya

Yud Kislev: \We celebrate the day the Mitteler Rebbe was re-
leased from prison in Russia.



_RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

The Special Hiddur of
the Mitzvah of Ner
Chanukah

In describing the mitzvah of lighting neiros
Chanukah, the Gemara (Shabbos 21b) tells us
that the requirement is to light one candle per
house, on each night of Chanukah. The me-
hadrin — those who seek to beautify the mitzvah
— light one candle per person, and the mehadrin
min hamehadrin — those who seek to beautify
the mitzvah even more — add or subtract one
candle each night. According to Beis Shammai,
on the first night, we start with eight candles and
go down one each night. On the last night, we
light only one candle. According to Beis Hillel,
we start with one candle and add on another
candle each night, with the last night lighting
eight candles.

The Beis Halevi and the Chiddushei Harim
wonder why we have such a hiddur for the mitz-
vah of lighting the menorah more than in all oth-
er mitzvos. But at first glance, their question is
puzzling, as hiddur mitzvahis, in fact, a concept
found in regard to all mitzvos. The Gemara in
Shabbos (133b) learmns the concept of beautify-
ing a mitzvah from the words “innxi *7-x 1, this
is my G-d and | will make [the mitzvos] beauti-
ful.” The Gemara goes on to give many exam-
ples of this, such as making a nice sukkah, or
buying a nice lulav or nice tzitzis. Since there is
a concept of hiddur in all mitzvos, what do they
mean that the hiddur in the mitzvah of ner Cha-
nukah is unique?

But in truth, there is something different
about the hiddur of neiros Chanukah. The
Brisker Rav points out that although the con-
cept of hiddur is something we find in all mitz-
vos, the hiddur of ner Chanukah is unique in a
number of ways:

When it comes to other mitzvos, one does
not need to pay more than another third of the
price in order to add to the beauty of the mitz-
vah. Yet, when it comes to ner Chanukah, the
additional candles being lit are much more than
a third of the price of the mitzvah itself, which is
one candle.

When it comes to other mitzvos, although
it is not a requirement to beautify the mitzvah,
there is a mitzvah to do so. But when it comes
to ner Chanukah, adding the extra candles is
optional.

The Avi Ezri adds another point. When it
comes to other mitzvos, we beautify the object
of the mitzvah itself, such as having nicer tefillin,
or a nicer tallis. Yet, when it comes to ner Cha-

nukah, the hiddur is not performed
by enhancing the candle lit, but by
adding on more candles.

So we see that although the basic concept
of hiddur is found in other mitzvos, the hiddur
of ner Chanukah is unique being that it is more
than a third, it is only optional, and it is not in
the mitzvah itself. We can now understand why
the Beis Halevi and the Chiddushei Harim won-
dered about the special hiddur in ner Chanu-
kah.

THE REASON FOR THE SPECIAL HID-
DUR OF NER CHANUKA

The Beis Halevi answers that Chazal insti-
tuted a special level of hiddur mitzvah because
this miracle provided them with a beautiful mitz-
vah. Since they had enough oil for one day, they
could have made thinner wicks, which would
only use an eighth of the oil each night, and
leave them with enough oil for eight days. Yet,
in order to beautify the mitzvah, they kept the
regular thick wicks, to have a nice flame. The
miracle of oil lasting for eight days helped them
in their quest of beautifying the mitzvah. Since
the mitzvah of ner Chanukah commemorates
the miracle that helped them beautify the mitz-
vah, Chazal felt it appropriate to add a special
hiddur to this mitzvah.

But one could ask on this explanation: How
were they allowed to do this? If they had made
thinner wicks, they would have had enough
oil to last for all eight days, and by using thick
wicks, they were relying on a miracle that the oil
would last for eight days. How could they use
thick wicks and rely on a miracle?

Interestingly, the Chiddushei Harim has a
slightly different approach, which seems to ad-
dress this problem. He suggests that in order
to have enough oil for eight days, they actual-
ly made thinner wicks. But then a miracle oc-
curred, and the light burned brightly as if there
were thick wicks. Since the mitzvah of ner Cha-
nukah commemorates this miracle of the bright
light that burned, which enhanced the mitzvah,
Chazal felt it appropriate to add a special hiddur
to this mitzvah.

SUMMARY

Although the basic concept of hiddur is
found in other mitzvos, the hiddur of ner Chanu-
kah is unique. It is more than a third, it is option-
al, and it is done by adding on to the mitzvah.

Since ner Chanukah commemorates the
miracle that helped them beautify the mitzvah,
or the brighter light that burmed, which en-
hanced the mitzvah, Chazal felt it appropriate to
add a special hiddur to this mitzvah.
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Once, an airplane carrying Dovid, a Telshe Yeshivah
student, back to Cleveland began experiencing severe
turbulence. The young man became quite nervous, but
after seeing that his own rosh yeshivah, Rabbi Morde-
chai Gifter zt’l, was sitting in front of him, he felt secure.
“After all,” thought the young man, “with such a tzad-
dik (righteous man) on board, what could possibly go
wrong?”

Suddenly, the captain’s voice was heard over the
intercom. “We are experiencing some difficulty with the
plane’s hydraulic system and may be forced to make
an emergency landing. Everyone please return to your
seats, fasten your seatbelts, and follow the instructions
of your flight attendants.”

The student quickly leaned forward towards his reb-
bi. “Perhaps, we're in danger. | have a Tehillim (Psalms)
in my carry-on. Are there any particular chapters or
prayers to recite?”

Quickly, Rav Gifter reassured the young man and
suggested to him a few appropriate chapters to recite.
Then, he urged him to quickly buckle up and prepare
for landing.

His advice was interrupted by shouts coming from a
frantic passenger who sat next to Dovid. “Stewardess,
quick! Get over here! Make me a double scotch on the
rocks. Make it Johnny Walker Blue Label! Better make
it fast, and better make it good, ‘cause it may be my last
drink before | die!”

Comment: The transaction in which Eisav gave up
his birthright for a bowl of lentil soup was preceded by
those very words: “Behold, | am going to die, so why do
| need my birthright?” (Bereishis 25:30)

Death is the ultimate motivator. Some people see
the transience of this world and say, “Eat, drink, and be
merry, for tomorrow we die.” Others, however, look at
death and say, “We need to cover ground before the
ground covers us,” and spur themselves to change the
world...by learing Torah or reciting Tehillim and chang-
ing themselves for the better.

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL
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A giving man of great integrity

To sponsor a Shabbos for any occasion,

please call, 845.356.0202 x201

or email ads@tomcheshabbos.org
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upon the aufruf and wedding of his son,

Please join us for the Aufruf on Shabbos, Parshas Vayeitzei,
in Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim,
Shachris at 9:r5AM, followed by a kiddush.
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Rabbi Shmuel Rabinowitz, Rav of
the Kosel, visiting the shul
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Kinyan Hamasechta

Chabura

MAZAL TOV TO THE CHABURAH ON
FINISHING MASECHES TAMID!!

JOIN US AS WE BEGIN
MASECHES SUKKAH

Monday-Thursday at 8:55 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
9:00-9:45 PM
20 Upstairs
Shiurim by:

Rabbi Simcha Bunim Berger,
Maggid Shiur BMOC

For more information
For more info about Kedushas Call/Text R' Tzvi Seidman
® 917-214-2849
Shabbos org call Shiome Stavrach 845-842-4320

WE TAKE
THE TIME TO
UNDERSTAND

YOUR BUSINESS.

Lument. More than a loan.

JEFFREY BERGER
DIRECTOR

jeffrey.berger@lument.com
216.470.5533

[ LUMENT

DISCOVER ALL WE CAN OFFER AT LUMENT.COM
FANNIE MAE | FREDDIE MAC | FHA | BRIDGE | MEZZANI

Lument is a subsidiary of ORIX Corporation USA. *Securities, Investment Banking and Ady|

Investment advisory services are provided by Lument Investment Management, LLC, regig
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_RABBI DR. MORDECHAI SCHIFFMAN

Making Time Fly
ANCIENT WISDOM & MODERN
PSYCHOLOGY

While every minute has 60 seconds,
and every hour has 60 minutes, our per-
ception of time can change, making some
minutes feel like hours and some hours feel
like minutes.

Yaakov, who loved Rachel very deeply,
offered to work seven years for her father La-
van so that he could marry her. How would
you predict the passage of time would feel
if you had to wait seven years before mar-
rying the person you loved? Presumably,
for most of us, those seven years would
drag on and feel like “forever.” Interesting-
ly, we are given a glimpse into Yaakov's
subjective time perception when the verse
states, “They seemed to him but a few days
(“ke-yamim achadim”) because of his love
for her” (Bereishis 29:20). Somehow, the
seven years “flew by” for Yaakov, which flies
in the face of our hypothesis that the seven
years would feel excruciatingly slow.

In fact, Rabbi Moshe Alshich is so con-
vinced that because of Yaakov’s love and

__RABBI| SHALOM ROSNER

Written All Over His Face

2MnNd My ' NINILA7 19 NIR QY K
DIYY

The pasuk tells us that Yaakov saw
the face of Lavan and noticed that Lavan’s
general appearance differed from his usu-
al appearance. In Growth through Torah,
Rabbi Zelig Pliskin writes about the power
of facial expressions. Lavan reveals his
true emotions without mentioning a word,
just by his looks, and this teaches us a
powerful lesson. In fact, it is interesting to
note that the word for face in Hebrew is
panim, which means inward. The face is
actually the only part of the body that is not
covered. It should therefore be called chut-
zim, outward, rather than panim, inward.
Perhaps the term panim is used since you
can tell one’s inner feelings based on their
outer facial expression (a smile or a frown).
One’s facial expressions reveal their inner
feelings.

This concept goes both ways. We have

longing for Rachel, “every day would feel
like a thousand years,” that he contends that
it is only in retrospect that he could say that
the time went by quickly. During the seven
years, it was painful and agonizing. It is only
afterward that the power of his love and
connection to Rachel made him forget the
excruciating anguish of the wait time.

Other commentaries disagree. They as-
sume that Yaakov's perception of the sev-
en years was quick, even while he was still
waiting. Abarbanel suggests that Yaakov's
love for Rachel was so great that he thought
that seven years was a great deal for him;
he would have been ready and willing to
spend even more time in pursuit of her.
Consequently, the time frame did not seem
daunting for him, and he went through it with
a positive mindset.

Similarly, Samuel David Luzzatto (Sha-
dal) suggests that his love for Rachel infused
each day with peace, enjoyment, and hope.
It is pain, discomfort, and negative emotions
that make time seem longer, but peace and
positive emotions make time fly by.

The Chatam Sofer approaches it not

from an emotional stand- & '
point, but from a goal-oriented
perspective. Only someone who is  wait-
ing for time to pass would feel that time is
slow. However, to Yaakov's credit, despite
the fact that he loved her so much, he was
able to treat each day with the proper rev-
erence, taking advantage of his time, act-
ing productively, and being mindful of his
task each day. Rabbi Aharon Kotler takes
the concept one step further. Not only did
Yaakov not squander his time, but he used
the time to work actively toward a goal. He
knew that he still needed to develop himself
personally and spiritually in order to build a
family and fulfill the destiny that was outlined
in his dream. He used this time to continue
to cultivate his strengths.

Combining the approaches together, we
learn from Yaakov two essential ingredients
for leading a purposeful and engaged life
that doesn't feel like it is dragging on: savor
the experience of positive emotions while
simultaneously planning and implementing
meaningful goals.

to pick up on other people’s feelings based
on their facial expressions, and we also
have to realize how our facial expressions
can affect the people around us. As Rav
Pam once said, a person’s face is a reshus
harabim (public property), and you can’t
be mazik (cause damage) in a reshus har-
abim. Just because we are having a bad
day does not give us the right to adversely
affect the mood of those around us.

The Mishnah in Avos states,7apm 'Ini
NI9' 019 N102 DTRN 7D NX, “And receive
every man with a pleasant temperament.”
The word "a02, “b’sever,” seems superflu-
ous. It would have sufficed to simply state
that one should receive others bpanim
yafos. What does the word b’sever add?
The Meiri has a beautiful interpretation. He
says the word b’sever is derived from the
word X120 (sevara), which is a thought. At
least make the other person think you're
happy, even if it is not so.

The Gemara in Meseches Taanis 22
relates a relevant story. Rav Broka Chozaa

was in the marketplace and
asked Eliyahu Hanavi if there
was anyone in the shuk who was worthy
of Olam Haba. Rav Eliyahu pointed to two
individuals who were dressed as clowns.
These individuals spent their time bringing
happiness to those who were sad. That it-
self is worth a ticket to Olam Haba. This is
another instance that shows how important
it is to do what we can to make others hap-
py. At the very least, we need to take great
care so as not to appear upset and to greet
each individual with the proper respect and
with a pleasant disposition, “besever panim
yafos.”

We learn from the looks of Lavan what
he felt, and we should take care in how
we greet, treat, and address others. Just
because we may be having a difficult day
is no excuse to take it out on others. They
are not to blame. They deserve a sincere
smile and due respect, irrespective of our
disposition.
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LinkedIn Training

ASSET PROTECTION PLANNING One on One Personal Sessions

Utilize LinkedIn
like a Pro!

Build your network and
grow your business with
LinkedIn Strategy

Presented by
Heshy Friedman

Founder of Azurite Marketing Group

Emanuel Haas, £sq.  Ari J. Zaltz, Esq.
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HEBREW ACABEMY
_OF CLEVELAN

Glory, Beauty, and Glow

And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went to Charan. (28:10)

In a well-known statement, Rashi teaches that the departure of a tzad-
dik from a community leaves a void. When a righteous person is in town,
he comprises its glory, beauty, and glow. When he leaves, its glory, beauty,
and glow leave with him. This is derived from the word Vayeitzei, and “he
(Yaakov) went out (from Be’er Sheva).” It is not necessary to write his point
of departure. That is obvious, since he had been there until this point. Al
that is required for the reader to know is his destination — unless his de-
parture creates a void. The question is: Although undoubtedly, Yaakov’s
departure from Be’er Sheva impacted the community, what about Yitzchak
and Rivkah? They were both holy people who remained in Be’er Sheva.
Yaakov was one out of three. Rashi seems to be ignoring the fact that
these two giants remained in Be'er Sheva. Simply, we must say that each
and every fzaddik contributes to a community’s beauty. While two tzaddik-
im remain, the presence of one less holy person leaves an impressionable
void.

Harav Gedaliah Shorr z’l (quoted by Harav Yisrael Belsky, zl), offers
another explanation that provides us with a window on how to survive spir-
itually in a world whose moral compass is antithetical to Torah dictate. The
Rosh Yeshivah made this observation at a time when the entire world was
focused on the moon landing. It was a sensational moment in history, as
man finally conquered space. Did he really, however, conquer it? Nothing
about the moon had changed — it was still not human-friendly. Indeed, the
only reason the astronauts were able to maneuver and survive in its hostile
environment was that they brought a “mini-Earth” with them: oxygen and
food upon which to subsist. They brought pressurized spacesuits, weight-
ed boots, and a whole array of scientific data-collecting devices, just for
the short time that they would be there. Without their complex life support
systems, they certainly would have died.

In other words, the astronauts brought Earth up to the moon. This is
exactly what Yaakov Avinu was compelled to do if he were to survive in
the spiritually hostile environment of Charan. The members of Rivkah’s
family were idol worshippers. Her brother was the paragon of a swindler.
How could Yaakov maintain his spiritual status quo in such a place? Only
if he brought Be’er Sheva’s hod, glory; hadar, beauty; and ziv, glow with
him. Yaakov's body was in Charan, but his mind was ensconced in Be’er
Sheva.

This is what Rashi means when he writes that when Yaakov left, he
took the city’s hod, hadar, and ziv with him. He had to! Thus, he was able
to build a spiritual cocoon around himself so that he could survive Lavan’s
spiritual onslaught. As a result, Be’er Sheva was left devoid of these qual-
ities.

Is it any better in our lives, when we leave the protection of our homes,
our shuls, or our yeshivos and enter the secular world that surrounds us?
While | will not identify exactly how the secular world differs from our life-
style, because this dvar Torah is read by a vast audience, everyone has
their opinion concerning what defines “secular” and what dictates “mod-
ern.” Therefore, it is best left unsaid. Nonetheless, we must maintain a
semblance of vigilance in our relationship with the outside world in order
to protect ourselves and our children. We must monitor this exposure by
“wearing” the proper protective gear so that the far-ranging effects of con-
temporary secular society does not leave us spiritually traumatized.

When Yaakov finally arrives close to his destina-
tion, he encounters the neighbors and the daugh-
ters of Lavan, who are unable to water their flocks
because of the great rock that seals the opening to
the well of water. The Torah then describes for us in
great detail how Yaakov greets the people and the
family of Lavan, and in a selfless gesture of help
and compassion to others, whom he has just met,
singlehandedly removes the rock from the mouth
of the well.

It is interesting to note that the Torah lavishes
a great deal of space and detail on this incident at
the well, while the Torah tells us nothing about the
fourteen years of Yaakov’s life that passed between
his leaving home and arriving at the house of La-
van. Rashi, quoting Midrash, tells us that Yaakov
spent these fourteen years in spiritual study and
personal growth at the yeshivah academy of Shem
and Ever. So, if this is in fact the case, why does
the Torah not tell us of this great feat of spiritual
challenge and self-improvement — fourteen years
of sleepless study — while it does seem to go into
mystifying detail regarding the incident at the well
of water? Certainly, it would seem that the years of
study would have a greater impact on the life and
persona of Yaakov than rolling a rock off the mouth
of a well would have had.

As we see throughout the Book of Bereishis, if
not indeed regarding all of the Torah generally, the
Torah places utmost emphasis on the behavior that
one exhibits towards other human beings. Not ev-
eryone can study for fourteen years in a yeshivah
day and night. Yet everyone can care about others,
can demand justice for the defenseless, and can
provide, to the best of one’s abilities, to help those
who so obviously need it. Though Yaakoy, like the
great figures and founders of our people who ap-
pear here in Bereshis, is unique in spiritual stature
and blessed with Divine vision and revelation, he is
also essentially every man. His actions are meant
to be a template of attitude and behavior for his de-
scendants and the people who bear his name.

While we can never personally be the equal
of our ancestors in their exalted spiritual state and
accomplishments, we can and should attempt to
emulate their values and behavior. We can all help
those in need to roll the rock off of their wells and
thereby nurture an environment where the Yaakov
within all of us can grow and expand.

NOVEMBER 26, 2025
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What runs around a yard without moving?

20ud)

What goes on and on and has an | in the

middle?
uoluo uy

What can you catch but not throw?

PIod v

What is at the end of a rainbow?

iM J8)8| 8y L

Jim got up bright and early one Sunday and headed to
the local river. He fished all day long but didn't catch a
thing. On the way home, he stopped at the fish market.
"l want to buy the three biggest fish you've got," he said

uN

to the owner.

The owner starts to bag up his order when Jim says,

o need for that, just throw them at me."

"Why would | do that?" the owner asked.
"So | can tell my wife that | caught three fish today!"

A man had had a few too many to drink and decided
to go ice fishing. He grabbed his gear, stepped out
onto the ice, and started to cut a hole when he heard a

Still nobody. Was he going crazy? The man stumbled to

booming voice shout:

"THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE ICE!"
The man jumped up and looked around, but he didn't
see anyone. He carried on cutting into the ice, and

again, the voice boomed:

"THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE ICE!"

a new spot and started drilling another hole, when the

voice shouted for a third time:

"THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE ICE!"
The man looked up into the blinding light and said, "Is

that you, Hashem?"

The voice answered, "NO, YOU IDIOT. IT'S THE MAN-
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AGER OF THE ICE RINK!"

author Laughter is the Best
Medicine: Kosher and Jewish jokes

saee for the whole family, 1 & 2, and

> Jewish joke book for kids available
¥, on Amazon.

And the angels of Hashem encountered him (Yaakov) (32:2)

The Meforshim ask: Why did Yaakov need to be accompanied by
angels? Hadn't Hashem promised Yaakov Avinu (28:15), ‘I will be with
you and watch over you™? Furthermore, in Yaakov Avinu’s dream, Rashi
explains that the angels descending the ladder were in order to accom-
pany him in Chutz la’Aretz. Nevertheless, it was in that very dream that
Hashem informed Yaakov Avinu that He would be with him and protect
him. The Zera Shimshon asks: Why did Yaakov Avinu need two forms of
protection?

The Zera Shimshon answers these questions with a very interesting
concept.

The protection given by angels is different than that given by Hashem
Himself. The angels that protect a person are those created by his own
good deeds. They are obligated to protect him from all harm. This kind of
protection does not subtract from his merits. However, the protection he
receives from these angels is only in accordance with the laws of nature.
They will not protect him in a supernatural fashion.

On the other hand, when one merits being protected directly by Hash-
em, the protection is above the laws of nature, and one is protected in a
supernatural manner. The result of this is that this protection diminishes
from his eternal reward, as the Gemara (Shabbos 32a) teaches regarding
one who is saved by a miracle.

However, when a tzaddik merits a special promise from Hashem that
He will protect him, as Yaakov Avinu did, this kind of protection is above the
laws of nature and does not subtract from one’s merits, since otherwise, of
what benefit would such a promise be?

When a person indeed merits protection directly from Hashem, in re-
ality, there is no need for the angels to protect him. The only reason they
do is as we find in the Bais HaMikdash. The Mishna (Middos 1:1, see the
Bartenura) says that the need for guards in the Bais HaMikdash was not to
ensure that robbers and the like didn’t plunder the wealth found in the Bais
HaMikdash, since Hashem Himself watched over it. Rather, the ‘guards’ of
Kohanim and Levi'im were in reality an ‘honor guard.” WWhen Hashem pro-
tects an individual, the angels accompanying the person also only serve
as an ‘honor guard.’

Another difference between the protection given by angels versus that
given by Hashem is what the Gemara (Sota 21a) teaches, that since one’s
sins can wipe out his mitzvos, the angels that were created by his mitzvos
protect him from sin for their own good, since they do not want to be re-
jected from their posts. However, when Hashem protects a person, even
though He saves him from the yetzer hara, He doesn't take his free will
away from him. Instead, Hashem strengthens the person’s yetzer hatov to
overpower his yetzer hara.

Yet another difference is that once a person does sin, the angels that
protect him distance themselves from him, and he thus loses their pro-
tection. When Hashem protects an individual, even after he sins, out of
His mercy, Hashem gives the person room and time to repent before He
punishes Him and removes His protection.

There are differences between the protection that one gets from an-
gels versus that which one receives from Hashem, and the Zera Shimshon
says that in some cases, one protection benefits the person over the other.
This is why Yaakov Avinu merited both forms of protection, to have the
benefits of both.

8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs) =
Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group
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CONQUER YOUR CLUTTER WITH
A SHED FROM BACKYARD KINGDOM

CUSTOM SHEDS TO SUIT YOUR SPACE AND
TO GIVE YOU THE SPACE YOU NEED.

PAVILIONS | SWING SETS | SHEDS |
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS | GAZEBOS

Our custom sheds are a beautiful way to store your bikes,
strollers, sukkahs, gardening supplies and more. Qur Amish
builders use construction grade materials to ensure that each
shed is sturdy and weatherproof; built to last, protecting your
belongings from the elements and from predators. Get your
personalized shed today and reclaim your space.

888.950.0033

BACKUARD

& backyardkingdom.com KINGDOM info@backyardkingdom.com
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