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According to Chazal, gadol hachnasas orchim yoser mikabalas pnai
haShechina - bringing in guests is greater than greeting the presence of
Hashem.

Chazal learned this principle from Avraham Avinu in this week’s parsha.
While in the middle of his encounter with Hashem, he seems to put Hash-
em on hold and instead runs to accommodate the three angels who had
arrived at his tent’s door.

At first glance, this sounds very perplexing. Isn’t our ultimate goal to be
greeting and connecting to Hashem presence? How is it possible to con-
sider the act of greeting guests to be greater than that of greeting Hashem?

What needs to be defined here is the word that Chazal use — gadol,
which can mean great or large. | believe we should define the word as
growth or accomplishment, not just greatness. This comes to say that
greatness is measured by how much growth and accomplishment results
through our actions.

Sefer Melachim describes the woman from the town of Shunam as an
‘isha gedola,’ a big lady. It sounds a bit strange to praise a lady by calling
her ‘the big lady,” and | wouldn’t suggest this for a husband who wants to
compliment his wife.

(Someone jokingly told me that in America when you want to tell your
wife that she looks good, you say she looks like a million dollars, and in
England, you say she looks like a million pounds!)

The Meam Loez explains that the term ‘isha gedola’ refers to a lady who
is engaged in chessed and is accomplishing positive things in the world.
The greatest positive thing a person can do is kindness, as is emphasized
in the hakdama to Sefer Nefesh Hachayim. The greatest kindness you can
do for someone is to provide them with more clarity of Hashem, which was
indeed the mission of Avraham Avinu.

This definition helps us to understand what went on with Avraham Avinu
and his three guests.

Avraham was speaking to Hashem. He was standing in Hashem’s
presence just like the Amida in prayer, and a person praying must be sta-
tionary and not move. However, when the opportunity came for Avraham
to move higher level, i.e., to be greater by helping others, he understood
that this is the will of Hashem. Hashem doesn’t want us to stand still in this
world; he wants us to accomplish as much as we can. It’'s in the next world
that we are expected to stand still.

This idea fits well with the eulogy that many give at a levaya. They quote
the Gemara in Moed Katan where Rav says Achim hehespeda, which
means warm up the people at a levaya.... d’hasam kaimna — for | am
standing there.

One explanation to the use of this phrase at a funeral is that Rav was
trying to arouse and warm up the people so they would, realize that if they
don't accomplish their mission in this world, then in the next world it’s too
late because ‘there I'm just standing....’

This also sheds light on what it means to be ‘gadol.’ At 13 years old, a
boy can already be motzi others. He has reached an age when he has an
opportunity to help others spiritually. And this is the idea of a gadol b’Yisrael
— someone who grabs onto the reigns and helps to lead others, so that the
world can continue to move forward under Hashem'’s love and guidance.

in R’ Coren’s office
every Wednesday at 8:00 PM

And an angel of Hashem called to him... For now,
| know that you are a G-d-fearing man, since you
have not withheld your son, your only one, from me.
(22:11,12)

The angel said to Avraham, “Since you have not
withheld your son, your only one, from me.” The Vil-
na Gaon wonders what the angel meant by the words
“from me.” If he meant Hashem, he should have said
so. “Me” implies that the angel was talking about him-
self. Harav Yitzchak Zilberstein, shiita, cites Ma’ada’nei
Yosef, who explains that every mitzvah a person per-
forms catalyzes the creation of an angel. The quality
and perfection of this angel depend upon the quality
of the mitzvah. A strong mitzvah, i.e., one performed
solely for the sake of Heaven, with alacrity and the
proper intentions, creates a Heavenly angel that will be
on a sublime level. If, however, the mitzvah that one
performs is, at best, passable but lacks spiritual sub-
stance, stability, and energy, the angel will lack those
same characteristics.

This is why we say in the tefillah, prayer, U'Ne-
saneh Tokef, “Let us proclaim (the mighty holiness of
this day). The angels tremble, fear and dread seize
them.” Why do the Heavenly angels tremble? It is not
as if they have Torah and mitzvos to study and per-
form. What did they do wrong that would give them
reason to tremble? When the angels consider that they
are the products of the mitzvah performance of man,
they worry. If the mitzvah was performed listlessly, and
the man repents, does teshuvah, they have nothing to
worry about. The man has saved them. If, however, the
man goes about his Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
in much the same manner as before, his mitzvos are
executed perfunctorily, almost as if he were compelled
to do so, with no love, no passion, no excitement, no
life, then the malach has reason to tremble.

“We now understand,” explains Rav Zilberstein,
“what the angel intimated to Avraham: Mimeni, ‘from
Me,’ | can tell from myself, from my lofty spiritual pla-
teau, that you, Avraham, did well. You acted with alac-
rity to fulfill Hashem’s Will. You did not deviate one
iota from what He asked you to do. You imbued this
mitzvah with fear of G-d, love, and pure intention for
the sake of Heaven. How do | know? | look at myself
— mimeni — as the greatest indicator. | am the product
of your mitzvah!”

This is something to consider when we next per-
form a mitzvah, such as going to shul to daven. When,
how, and what attitude we manifest determines the an-
gel that we create. We might need that angel one day
to be on our side, to support us in a critical time. The
last thing we want is an angel that is too “weak” to help
us. We will have no one to blame but ourselves.
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Angels & Mustard

The Chassidic masters offer a mov-
ing homiletical interpretation of the biblical
episode of Abraham and his guests, the
angels, as described in our parsha.

According to Jewish tradition, there ex-
ists in each generation a tzaddik, a great
moral giant, who serves as the spiritual
foundation of the world, as a bridge be-
tween heaven and earth. This is a human
being who carries the burden of history on
his shoulders and always has his finger on
the pulse of the generation. While others
plan their vacations and retirements, this
person cannot sleep at night as long as
thereis one soulin G-d’s universe hurting.

In his time, Abraham served as
this tzaddik, the rebbe (spiritual master)
of the world. When three angels were dis-
patched to pay a visit to planet Earth, they
were determined to visit this extraordinary
human being. They longed to be touched
by his soul, inspired by his spirituality, and
ignited by his passion. The angels craved
to encounter the majesty of holiness at its
peak.

When the three angels approached
Abraham’s tent, they expected to discov-
er a soul bumning with a sacred flame,
steeped in heavenly meditation, melting
away in infinite ecstasy. They expected to
find a spirit dancing with the Divine, free
of any trace of the mundane, suspended
above the crassness of the physical uni-
verse and its materialistic trappings.
THE SHOCKING MOMENT

What was the reality the angels actual-
ly encountered?

“Let some water be brought and wash
your feet, and recline beneath the tree,”
the great rebbe, Abraham, declared. “I will
fetch a morsel of bread so that you may
sustain yourselves,” were the words that
came out of G-d’s ambassador to planet
Earth.

“Abraham rushed to the tent to Sarah
[his wife] and said, ‘Hurry! Three mea-
sures of the finest flour! Knead it and
make rolls!” Then Abraham ran to the cat-
tle, took a calf, tender and good, and gave
it to the young man who rushed to prepare

it. He took cottage cheese and milk and
the calf that he had prepared, and placed
these before them; he stood over them as
they ate under the tree.”

A man of infinite ecstasy? No. A good
chef who knows how to run a smooth
kitchen — that is what they saw in Abra-
ham.

“We thought we were coming to a reb-
be,” they must have thought to them-
selves. “Instead, we ended up at a butch-
er.”

Instead of finding the light of the di-
vine radiating from Abraham’s tent, they
discovered an old man running around,
tongue and mustard in his hands. “We
must have come to the wrong location,”
the angels mused.

WHAT ABOUT THE WIFE?

Then a thought came to their mind that
perhaps when they heard in heaven that
Abraham was the tzaddik of the gener-
ation, it was actually referring not to him
but to his counterpart, Sarah. She might
be the real master of the generation, and
Abraham merely her attendant.

So the narrative continues: “They
asked him, ‘Where is Sarah your wife?”
Perhaps we can get a glimpse of your
wife, and we will finally encounter the
presence of authentic holiness.

“And he said, ‘Behold — in the tent!”
What Abraham was telling the angels is
that if they did not ‘get it henceforth, see-
ing Sarah wouldn't do the job either, for
she is even more concealed than Abra-
ham. She is concealed in the tent. Her
true identity is not easily appreciated.
ANGELS ENLIGHTENED

At that moment, for the first time, the
angels realized how deeply they had
erred. In their longing to encounter holi-
ness, they missed the ultimate point: that
the authentic majesty of human holiness
consists of a person’s daily acts of love,
selflessness, and graciousness per-
formed amid the stress and lowliness of
physical existence. The angels failed to
recognize that the genuine experience
of serving G-d means not to soar to the
heavens searching for angels, but to be

there for another human being in a very
real and pragmatic way.

“Hurry! Three measures of the finest
flour! Knead it and make rolls!” In this sim-
ple, mundane behavior, Abraham con-
structed a fragment of heaven on earth.
WHAT LIFE IS REALLY LIKE

“l will retun to you this time next
year, and your wife Sarah will have a
son,” came the response of the angel.
This was not merely a communication of
G-d’s earlier promise to Abraham; it was
also a response of an angel in awe of the
revolution that Abraham introduced to the
world, in which a human being, in his ordi-
nary daily behavior, can build a home for
G-d. Abraham'’s revolution, the angel in-
sisted, must have a future in the form of a
family, and, ultimately, a people, charged
with the mission to teach the world how to
fuse heaven and earth.

The angels never forgot that visit.
Abraham gave them not only a sobering
lesson in what real life is like, but also a
lesson in what it means to be authentically
spiritual.

True spirituality, Abraham was com-
municating to the angels, lies notin man’s
attempt to escape the trappings of the
world, but rather in his commitment to
drawing down light and beauty into the
darkness of life. Itis only here, notin Pluto,
that you can create the real atmosphere.
ABOVE THE ANGELS

This explains an enigmatic change in
the language of the text. At the beginning
of the narrative detailing the visit of the an-
gels, we read: “vehinei shlosha anoshim
nitzavim aluv,” meaning that the angels
were standing over him. Later, when the
guests are being served by Abraham, we
read: “vehu omed aleihem,” meaning that
Abraham stood over them.

It was through this act of hospitality
that Abraham rose far and beyond the
angels; he was now standing over and
above them. It is through simple human
kindness practiced on Earth that the hu-
man being reaches far beyond the most
spiritual angels.

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night — before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.
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The Mohel Can Recite
the Brachah

There are two brachos recited at the time of
the milah, with the first brachah of “al hamilah,”
the brachah recited for the mitzvah to perform
the milah, recited by the mohel. But how does
the mohel recite the brachah on someone else’s
mitzvah, especially when the text of the brachah
is “vtzivanu,” “that He commanded us,” if the fa-
ther was commanded, and not the mohel?

We can glean a better understanding of
this subject from a similar discussion in regard
to the mitzvah of bedikas chometz. The Shul-
chan Aruch discusses a scenario where one is
not able to conduct the entire bedikas chometz
on his own and solicits the help of others. The
halachah dictates that if he is doing part of the
search, he can recite the brachah, and the others
should listen to his brachah. The Magen Avra-
ham points out that we can deduce from here
that if the owner is not participating at all in the be-
dikah, he cannot recite the brachah, and it must
be recited by the emissary (shaliach).

The Magen Avraham there raises the same
question: How can the emissary recite the bra-
chah if it is not his house and it's not his mitzvah?
He adds that although when it comes to shofar
blowing, one who has already fulfilled his obliga-
tion can blow for others and recite the brachah,
that case is different. When blowing shofar for
others, the one hearing the shofar is doing what
is required of him — listening to the shofar. There-
fore, the one blowing can recite the brachah for
him, and the listener can answer amein, which is
the equivalent of the brachah being recited by the

UFARATZTA

—RABBI SHAIOM BER MUNITZ

listener. However, in the case of be-
dikas chometz, if the owner is doing

nothing, he has no reason to recite the brachah,
and the emissary is not reciting the brachah for
him. Which brings us back to the question: How
can he recite a brachah on a mitzvah that is not
his?

The Magen Avraham then points out that we
find a precedent in which the emissary is the one
to recite the brachah in our case of milah. The
mohel is the one who recites the brachah, even
if the father is not actively involved, and even if
the father is not present at the milah. He proves
from here that an emissary can, in fact, recite the
brachah as long as he is the one who is doing
the maaseh mitzvah, the action of performing the
mitzvah.

The Noda B’Yehudah, in his glosses on the
Shulchan Aruch, Dagul M’rivava, adds that there
is a simple reason why the mohel can recite the
brachah. If a father does not perform the milah on
his son, the mitzvah becomes incumbent on the
entire Klal Yisrael. Therefore, the mohelis indeed
commanded to perform the milah and has the
right to recite the brachah, including the words
“V'tzivanu,” since he was, in fact commanded to
perform the milah. However, this does not work
for bedikas chometz or other mitzvos where the
mitzvah is not incumbent on the entire Klal Yis-
rael.

In Conclusion

The mohel — or any emissary — can recite the
brachah, either because the mitzvah of milah is
a mitzvah that is incumbent on all of Klal Yisrael
or because he is the one performing the mitzvah,
as we see in regard to bedikas chometz.

PARNASSAH: K'ATZAS YEDIDIM
MEVINIM CONTINUED

In short: Inspectors shut down a business,
taking their time to let it reopen. The owner had
a policy to write only happy things to the Rebbe.
In the midst of this ordeal, his wife gave birth to a
baby girl. He wrote the good news to the Rebbe.
At the bottom, he wrote P.S. Bracha Iparmassah.
No answer came at all, which was strange. After
they let him reopen his business, he received a
mazal tov letter from the Rebbe. At the bottom,
it said: P.S. About the pamassah, k'atzas yedidim
mevinim.

he found two yedidim mevinim and explained
to them what had transpired.

Three days later, one yedid
recommended his services to a large
construction project that he was able to fulfil faster
than others because of his new upgraded equip-
ment.

About two weeks later, the other yedid set up
a meeting with partners of a retail chain store that
needed a store set up in a mall ASAP. The own-
ers of the chain store gave him an open check to
buy the new equipment needed, as his new ma-
chinery could not handle this project. He scram-
bled and got the job done in a timely fashion. The
partners were highly satisfied. As a result, they
entrusted him to set up 120 of their stores.

SHIUR SCHEDULE

KOLLEL BOKER
7:00-8:00AM

Chavrusa learning - Gemara
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Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei
Dyoma and relevant topics
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& FEATURED GUEST
SPEAKERS

Daf Yomi | 8:45-9:45 PM
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ADDITIONAL
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Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal

Holidays - by acclaimed Guest
Speakers

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Yeshivas Kiymu v'Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim

Shovevim Program / Early Friday
morning learning b'retzifus.

Evening Shuirim in Halacha and
Hashkafa by prominent Morei
Horah

Scan to join
Rabbi Scheiner’'s Weekly
Halacha Whatsapp Group
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How fitting the selection for today’s
haftorah is! It is fitting not simply in the
stories that it relates but in the very fact
that, as Professor P. Meltzer writes, it is
the first time since the start of the Torah
reading cycle that the haftorah relates
the accomplishments of the righteous,
G-d-fearing individual, i.e., the navi Eli-
sha, just as the Torah parshah now fo-
cuses upon the deeds of the righteous,
G-d-fearing Avraham and Sarah.

The haftorah, taken from the fourth
chapter of Melachim Bet, actually tells
two stories. At first glance, the initial
story seems to serve as a mere intro-
duction to the second. After all, the sec-
ond and lengthier story of Elisha and
the Shunamite woman appears to be
closely connected to the events in our
parshah, as it deals with the miraculous
birth of a son to a once-barren woman
and her elderly husband and the near
loss of that cherished son to his parents.
The parallels to the stories of the mirac-
ulous birth of Yitzchak and to Akeidat
Yitzchak, the near-loss of that son, are
Clear.

At the beginning of the parshanh,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu comes to Avra-
ham Avinu. Rashi says it was to do bikur
cholim, since it was the third day after
his bris milah.

Question: The Gemara in Nedarim
daf mem defines bikur cholim as looking
out for the needs of the choleh, whether
it involves his food, his drink, his dress,
his comfort. Bikur cholim means to look
at what the choleh needs. \Where do we
see here that there was bikur cholim,
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu visited him?
| don't know exactly by Avraham Avinu
what it means that HaKadosh Baruch
Hu visited him. There must have been
some type of gilui Shechinah, but be
that as it may, it's not the bikur cholim
that seems to be referred to there. In-

But the first story also echoes the
events of the parshah quite powerfully.
Here we read of a woman, widowed
of her righteous, G-d-fearing husband,
who stands to lose her only two sons.
In a similar fashion, we read in the par-
shah of a righteous, G-d fearing hus-
band who stands to lose both of his
sons: Yishma’el, whom he was told to
send away, and Yitzchak, whom he was
told to sacrifice.

However, as Rav Yehuda Shaviv
explains, there is also an interesting
contrast between the parshah and the
haftorah in the behavior of two trou-
bled, grieving mothers. In the Torah,
we read of Hagar who, upon seeing
(what she believes to be) the imminent
death of her son, throws him beneath a
bush and cries mournfully until the an-
gel appears to her and tells her, “Kumi,
S’ee et b’nech,” “Get up and carry your
son,” to return to the son she had cast
aside, and subsequently shows her the
source of water that would revive him.
In the haftorah, on the other hand, the
Shunamite woman does not cast the
child aside. Instead, she places her son

teresting.

No, the answer seems to be very,
very geshmak. Just the opposite.
There’s a limud here. It was bikur cho-
lim. HKB”H came to see what Avraham
needed. You go to someone, see what
he needs. Youre worried about him
physically, his eating, his drinking, his
comfort. You go to visit a choleh in the
hospital, or even when taking care of
him at home, he usually has the things
he needs. But k'viyachol, the Ribbono
Shel Olam is teaching us, sometimes
what the person needs is not physical
help. HaKadosh Baruch Hu sent Avra-
ham what he needed. What did he
need? To have orchim, to have guests.
HKB"H k'viyachol looked to see what
Avraham needed, and He saw that he
needed orchim.

Many cholim need to feel useful,

on the bed of the prophet and
travels to Elisha for divine guid-
ance. Nor does she suffice with sum-
moning Elisha or depending upon the
navi's servant, Gechazi, to revive her
son. The Shunamite woman declares
that she will not leave Elisha, insisting
on remaining until the prophet brings
her son back to life.

| find the contrast in the actions of
the mothers to be most inspiring. In diffi-
cult times, worried parents, anxious and
concerned about their children, refuse
to give up hope, refuse to throw the trou-
bled or sickly youth “beneath the bush,”
but search for answers, even organize
new funds and support groups, in order
to help their own and others suffering in
a similar fashion.

These seemingly average parents,
people who never imagined what they
could, or would, accomplish, follow the
lead of the Shunamite and the example
of Avraham (“Vayelchu shneihem yach-
dav”). And they prove that they are any-
thing but ordinary—they are EXTRAor-
dinary!

especially people who are, lo
aleinu, sick for a while. They need the
biggest gift you could give them, which
is not to cover them, not to feed them,
but to make them feel a purpose in their
lives. Cholim very often have so much
to offer, especially elderly people who
talk about life in a time period that you
won't be able to find out about anymore.
What it was like, the challenges that
Yidden had in a previous generation. A
choleh needs food and drink, comfort,
certainly. A choleh also needs some-
body to put his head, his mind, into
figuring out what will make him happy.
Very often, what the beginning of this
week’s parshah teaches is an import-
ant lesson. You want to give the choleh
what he needs? Guess what? Make
him feel useful.
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Gan HaTorah
YITZCHOK - A YID NEEDS TO LAUGH
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“Sarah laughed to herself, saying, ‘After | have withered, shall |
again have delicate skin? And my husband is old’!” Malachim who
looked like people came to Avrohom and Sarah’s tent to bring them
messages. One malach told Avrohom that his wife Sarah was going
to have a son in a year. Sarah laughed; she did not think that she
could still have children. Nor did she think that her husband could
have children. The Ribbono Shel Olam came to Avrohom and had
a complaint against Sarah, why she laughed. Avrohom confronted
Sarah about this. Out of fear, Sarah responded that she did not laugh.
Avrohom reiterated to her that she did laugh. (21:12) Rashi says
that Sarah’s nevuah was greater than Avrohom’s. Sarah Imeinu was
certainly a tzadeikes. How are we to understand this story? What is
even more perplexing is that when Sarah did have a baby, he was
called Yitzchok. It seems quite embarrassing for Sarah Imeinu that
the baby should be called Yitzchok, when she was reprimanded for
laughing when she heard the news that she would have a baby.
(Albeit Rashi says that the name Yitzchok was for the laughter of
Avrohom, who laughed from joy.)

The reason that Sarah laughed was that she heard the news that
she would have a son while she was standing before the tent (18:10)
“mNKR XN 70N NN Nwnw nwr”. Sarah was listening as the malach
told Avrohom that she will have a son, “imnx xini”. Targum Yonason
ben Uziel explains that “imnx xini” means that Yishmael was stand-
ing there with Sarah and heard as well. When one gives a brochah
to another, he should make sure that none of the person’s enemies
are there because the enemy can cause the brochah to not be me-
kuyum. Sarah believed that the brochah would come true. However,
she was scared that Yishmael would try to nullify the brochah. Sarah
laughed so that Yishmael would not think that the brochah was real
and would not try to nullify it. When Avrohom asked Sarah why she
laughed, she responded that she did not laugh because she did not
believe in the brochah, but rather so that Yishmael would not believe
init. (717 D)

Sarah was a great tzadeikes. She had full emunah and bitachon
that the Ribbono Shel Olam can make anything happen. She may
have laughed to thwart a potential bitul of the brochah by Yishma-
el. She may not have realized that the brochah was coming from
the Ribbono Shel Olam. She may have laughed because she was
scared that she would ultimately not be zoche to the brochah be-
cause she would do aveiros. Whatever the reason, she certainly
never meant to question the awesome power of the Ribbono Shel
Olam.

Hakodosh Boruch Hu had Avrohom name this son Yitzchok as
an everlasting reminder that no one should ever question the abili-
ties of the Ribbono Shel Olam. The Ribbono Shel Olam created the
world with “feva,” “nature,” but He certainly can change it at will. AYid
needs to “laugh” at the rest of the world. Yitzchok stands for gevurah,
strength. AYid needs the strength to stand up to anything or anyone
in the world and to know that the Ribbono Shel Olam is all-powerful
and can do what humans call “the impossible.”

mary

9

X'l YO

7aT Y 201 AT DIpn 0PIR DR PR N
(x-2) "mwx

DY9 Wao ,7"¥T ya7T' maw 10 ,mwnh Tann
NNNONNI L1722, NIXAI NN MY 'RY 10IY NNX
VTI'" N 0IWD NNO QM 2¥n Y NNy DN
M 071 ,1UN DNTT 1D ANNY 7N X7 ,NNK
T TY 72K .|'79N IN'' X7 .M N2 NN K79, N'oin
D I'N' D'WAINY D70 M ,NINYKR I NN 070 m 17d
"?D'MNUIn

[A™M X7 2wn 37 7wnk Nyl YA may 1 en
["22n ,Nnm) 21X M 'niw 0 D' 7 mnTm
TA I AR DRN,MYNONT7 NN, (YR Nm ninan
TIVIL,NXIND DNKR 720 X'¥IN ,D'WI7 NNiza Nosnn 'y
X" 7 MR "?nwly NN N LI7n" N7 mpyy L
NN I NX'972 NN 7nyanwn” 17 Mnk ."non'? YoIp
IR T INx X7 000w DY 17'98 Ninip 0y
1 YOI7 AN ,NAXRT X" :NNINDA N N0l "nominn
T ' Y9177 - NTN M2 PN DXN ..." XV NN ‘MY
TT NN Nl 1?7mxvl n7'oinw 0NN ™I NNy
TN NRY 701N AR VT DNTYTNNY. 01N
X7 - DIpN7 DX QY D"IXN - NNAN NING 79 'm0
- MN7 DR QY D"I¥D - '78AWN TXD DX 7R,
PN X7 T Y7 VT 7P

2V 71001 0T DIPN O7R DR R D TNnR D"
NIDN2 NN NdoN 72y Dn7 D'WIY DN DX MWK 11T
NIMY 172 % Dnmn Ny 0 ow N pny? mpn” oa
JAT N 'R WD YA TNRD W X7 .0MT NI
NIN 9102 .DIPN7 DTN AW NI¥N 7V 71 12y DTRY
.NaN% 0N AW 01y DA T

AND N7 'V ."I0N1 DT DI 0PN DN RN
‘M 7yn nuni xonn D wo" 71090 7y 1910 DNNN
,DIYI0N N7R7 TN DT 7109 : (K- Xj7) "IMmya wnodl
DTX [2' 7V D'T'OPN 72N NIXA DM'PA DN ' DIARY
N'D N0 "Immya wndi" 7w avn7 ivar ioa?w ,'nant
DTN QW NIXNN 770 7Y 1 Y7 N1 7200w awn?
DI'72 DA Y"TYTN'W 1910 , DY XY I'RY M D ,NaN?
.NaNY% DTN 2 NiXNN

SHIUR NOI'T 202 X7 WY
SCHEDULE upstairs 201 |'i7'N1 MNX NNAVI WTRA

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL

321 DAYS

NOVEMBER 5, 2025

7



avnnx l Jvatnnna

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

Daily Mishnayos

8:45 pm
18 Upstairs
Heichal HaTorah

For more information contact:
Rabbi Raphael Kalikstein
845-323-6601
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SUNDAY
MORNING
KOLLEL:

} Start your week right! JSoin

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING,
COME LEARN, CONNECT, AND BE
PART OF A VIBRANT COMMUNITY,

9;:00:
Shachris

20 FORSHAY

Chosics Sfriur Gy

RABBI YECHIEL KFI ISC H

Aerowmed

Delicious and wholesome
refreshments
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COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTES

COME
CHAZER
THE DAF

with

RAV YEHUDA TZVISPITZ
Every Sunday 9:30-11:30 am

Review the
previous

week's Daf
Yami!

Lavish Hot Breakfast

Semichas Chaver ’Q"

REVOLUTIONIZE

YOUR TORAH LEARNING!

Master the most commen halochic questions
that arise in your kitchen.

Transform your

RECEIVE SEMICHAS
CHAVER CERTIEICATE /

Understand the ethical &
philosophical background "
of the halachos . ann 1|.e_h ermma
When?
Sunday Nights 8:00pm

Where?

18 Forshay Rd

Rabbi Coren's Office
Given by

Rabbi Daniel Aron Coren

For more info or to join the whatsapp group: :
reach out to Rabbi Coren at 914-645-4199

\

SEMICHAS CHAVER
PROGRAM



Learning at The Night Kollel
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Rabbi Berger's Chaburah at The Night Kollel Rabbi Eli Stefansky Shiur showing every morning in the

Shiur Conference Room
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RABBI ELIMELECH
_BIDERMAN

Hospitality Stories

The holy sefarim say that when a tzaddik excels in a mitzvah
during his lifetime, he continues to perform this mitzvah after his
petirah. For example, Avraham Avinu excelled in his hachnasas
orchim, and until today, when a Yid performs hachnasas orchim,
Avraham comes to help him perform the mitzvah. The story of
Avraham Avinu’s hachnasas orchim and the three malachim is
written in the past tense: “He took... He went... He hurried...,” etc.
The exception is the words (18:8) “[Avraham] is standing above
them...” These words are written in the present tense. This im-
plies that until today, when Yidden do hachnasas orchim, Avra-
ham stands there. He is present, for he wants to partake in the
mitzvah.

Reb Chaim of Brisk zt| was extremely ill as a child, and the
doctors lost hope. Rebbe Moshe Kobriner was visiting Brisk at
the time and stayed at the home of Reb Chaim’s grandfather. The
grandfather asked the Rebbe, “What will be with my Chaimke?”
Rebbe Moshe Kobriner told him the vort that ‘Avraham is stand-
ing’indicates that Avraham is present at every hachnasas orchim.
He added, “Chazal (Bava Basra 16:) say, ‘A precious stone hung
from Avraham Avinu’s neck. Whoever saw it was healed.” Since
you are hosting me and are performing hachnasas orchim, Avra-
ham Avinu is right here, in this home. Avraham has the gem that
brings refuah. Your Chaimke will surely have a refuah sheleimah.”
And indeed, he did.

Once, Rebbe Moshe Kobriner was a guest in the home of
Rebbe Aharon Karliner zt'l. Reb Aharon told him that his daugh-
ter was ill. Rebbe Moshe Kobriner told the sick girl, “Your father
is performing hachnasas orchim. This means the stone of heal-
ing is hanging from his neck. Look at your father, and you will be
healed.”

Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of Lelov zt| was once talking with
his chassidim about a certain Yemenite tzaddik who fed hundreds
of refugees who lost their homes during World War I. One of the
chassidim added, “I heard that this tzaddik was a chavrusah with
one of the Kabbalah giants...” He was implying that, in addition to
his chessed, this tzaddik was well-versed in the hidden parts of the
Torah. The Rebbe replied, “Why do you mention that? Right now,
we're discussing that he fed hundreds of homeless Yidden...,” as
if to say that the merit of feeding Yidden is so great that it is unnec-
essary to add anything else.

The Sar Shalom of Belz zt'l built a majestic shul in Belz. Two
generations later, his grandson, Rebbe Yissachar Dov of Belz zt],
added the Groise Shtub, a large room where the tischen were
conducted. When the Groise Shtub was completed, Rebbe Yis-
sachar Dov said, “A thousand years ago, on this spot, there lived
a Yid who excelled in the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim like Avra-
ham Avinu. When my grandfather built the shul, this Yid thought it
was time for techiyas hameisim. He got out of his grave and came
to my grandfather. The Sar Shalom told him it wasn't time yet,
and the niftar returned to his grave. In the merit of his hachnasas
orchim, which he kept with all his might right here, he merited that
the Groise Shtub be built on this location. Yidden will eat at the
same place where he had fed hungry people.”

10 VAYERA

They said to [Avraham], “Where is Sarah, your wife?”
And he said, “Behold - in the tent!” (Genesis 18:9)

Rashi: “The angels knew where Sarah was but they
nonetheless asked to make it known that she was mod-
est in order to endear her to her husband.”

From all indications, one can reasonably postulate
that Avraham and Sarah shared a wonderful and enrich-
ing marriage buoyed by a substantial degree of mutual
respect and esteem. So far as we know, she was the
most righteous woman on the planet and Avraham’s un-
swerving partner in his mission of bringing knowledge of
G-d to the world. They had successfully navigated many
decades of matrimonial harmony, notwithstanding many
personal hardships, traumatic events, and upheaval.
They had graduated the shalom bayit school of hard
knocks with flying colors. They will remain the model
Jewish home for eternity. Did the angels really need to
“endear her to her husband” any further?

The lesson here is that we can, with relative ease,
take on a new mission in life: to raise people’s esteem
in the eyes of those whom they love. A teacher tells a
parent what a delight it is to have her daughter in class. A
parent mentions to a teacher how his child is so inspired
by what she is learning in school. A shopkeeper mentions
to a husband that his wife has such a pleasant disposition
(and not just because she’s a liberal spender!). A guest
mentions to his host, “Your wife’s potato kugel is really
amazing.” The permutations are endless. And the pay-
off, in terms of bolstering relationships, ratcheting up en-
dearment, enhancing one’s sense of self-worth, as well,
is inestimable.

[Just to be clear, | am not advocating untruths, hyper-
bole, or flattery. If a person has two left thumbs, there is
little to be gained in suggesting that he’s Mr. Fix-It around
the house. If one has a terrible sense of direction, what's
the point of hailing him as the second coming of Magel-
lan? The point is merely this: for the wise-hearted individ-
ual with a disceming eye and a sincere desire to elevate
someone’s esteem in the eyes of others, opportunities
abound.]

Along similar lines, one should not easily shirk op-
portunities to praise others directly (least of all his or her
spouse). As the legendary Rebbetzin Kanievsky advised,
“The words a wife uses to praise her husband are the
most precious words she will say in her life. There is nev-
er a situation where one spouse gives another too much
praise.”

This Shabbos, let us internalize the insightfulness of
the angels’ remarks. Remarks that were deliberately (al-
beit subtly) crafted with the hopes that Avraham would
hold his wife in even higher esteem.
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nutritionist One on One Personal Sessions
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= leah.scheiner@gmail.com

Utilize LinkedIn
like a Pro!

Build your network and
grow your business with
LinkedIn Strategy

4 6 Rose Garden Way
Monsey Ny, 10952

Presented by
Heshy Friedman
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A good deed (or more) a day is the Torah
way! In this week’s Torah portion, we learn a
lot about Abraham and the acts of kindness
that he would do even for strangers. He was
always looking for ways to help people and
make them happy. We, as Abraham’s de-
scendants, can learn from his ways and look
for ways to do good deeds, too.

In our story, a kid finds a creative way to
do good.

Josh fought the howling wind as he pulled
the back door closed.

Whew! What a storm! he thought, as he
stomped the water off his shoes on the inside
doormat and snapped closed his umbrella.

Josh rolled the Totes rubbers off his
shoes and hung his umbrella back in the
closet, barely finding room on the peg stuffed
with all the old umbrellas that had accumulat-
ed over the years.

Well, better to have too many umbrellas
than none at all, he figured.

As he'd sloshed his way home from
school, holding up his umbrella like a shield
against the cold, liquid arrows, he’d noticed a
pair of walking puddles. On closer inspection,
however, he’'d seen that it was Avi and Yossi,

a couple of his classmates.

“Hey, where are your umbrellas, guys?”
he asked the drenched duo.

“F-forgot mine,” Avi chattered through his
teeth.

“The forecaster said it wouldn'’t rain ‘il fo-
night,” added Yossi, glumly.

And they weren't the only umbrella-less
ones Josh had seen along the way. He
wished he could have helped them all, but
his personal fold-up umbrella had just barely
covered him, so if people were going to forget
their umbrellas, there was nothing he could
do for them ... or was there?

The next day was, as the day before,
rainy, and as the day before, unpredicted.

“Wow, | spaced out on the umbrella again
today,” Avi said to Josh after the end-of-
school bell rang, and he jealously eyed Josh
pulling his out from his locker. “Looks like I'll
have to take another ‘swim’ home.”

“Oh, no you won't!” Josh smiled and
pointed inside his locker at the half-dozen
or so umbrellas hanging there, the handle of
each neatly labeled ‘Josh’s Lend-A-Brellas.’

“Wow!” Avi gaped. “Um, how much do
they cost to use?”

“Nothing,” Josh said. “Just use one and
bring it back the next day — rain or shine.”

__RABBI YAAKOV NEUBERGER

“Deal!” Avi said, gratefully 5
grabbing one.

Fall turned to winter. As the days
and weeks had passed, the word had spread,
and as Josh got more and more ‘customers,’
his classmates caught a lot less colds...

“Thanks, Josh. Who knew it would snow
today?” Avi shook his head as he borrowed
a ‘lend-a-brella’ and got ready to walk home.
“They said it was going to be sunny and cold.”

“Yeah, real cold,” Josh sighed. “l forgot
my gloves today, and my hands froze on the
way here, and | guess they’re going to freeze
on the way home.”

“Guess again!” Yossi said with a big grin.

“Huh?”

The boy led Josh to his locker and pulled
out a box full of knit winter gloves. On each
was a tag that said ‘Yossi’s Lend-A-Hands.’

“You gave me the idea,” Yossi said.

“And if you ever forget your hat,” Avi piped
in from the next locker, “you can come borrow
a pair of ‘Avi’'s Lend Me Ear-muffs.”

The boys laughed.

“Thanks to you,” Yossi said to Josh, “this
winter, kindness — not only colds — is going to
be contagious.”

Chesseducation

Ever since our earliest years, the phrase
“chessed I'Avraham” has served to focus us
on the selflessness of Avraham Avinu and
encourage us to emulate in some manner
the magnificent welcome that he extended to
the three angels. We can draw further inspi-
ration and guidance from the careful study of
this parshah and its midrashim, even as we
have surely grown through helping others
and from observing the “masters of chessed’
with which our communities have been
blessed.

While Avraham is lauded for every gra-
cious move and gesture, there is one phrase
in this week’s parshah in which Avraham
offers water to his guests, which draws
both praise as well as criticism. Throughout
the parshah, Avraham personally provides
lodging and a hearty meal to his visitors and
speaks to them clearly and without hesita-
tion. However, when he offers his guests
some water, his language becomes formal

12 VAYERA

and convoluted: “Please let there be taken a
little water.” Chazal noted the change, a for-
mal usage of “please,” the uncharacteristic “a
little,” and the distancing manner inherent in
the passive “let there be taken.”

There is a Midrash, quoted by Rashi, that
resolves the inconsistent grammar of this
phrase in a way that is critical of Avraham.
“Let there be water taken” is meant to instruct
Yishmael to bring some water, instead of
Avraham running himself as he did with all
the other needs of the malachim. Because
Avraham held back ever so slightly, the Jews
received their water through a messenger,
Moshe, whereas the manna and heavenly
clouds came directly from Hashem. At first
glance, this is very surprising. Is it not the
best type of chinuch to involve one’s children
in acts of chessed? Do we not all assume
that including our children in our projects and
lifestyles gives us the best shot at establish-
ing them as an enduring legacy? Perhaps
Avraham wanted to be soft and feared be-

ing pushy; nevertheless, Chazal
understood that in this case, his
thoughtfulness communicated timidity, and
the manner in which he called upon Yishma-
el belittled the very task he was assigning to
his son. Chazal want us to understand that
we should no doubt engage others, and cer-
tainly our children, but all the while stressing
the great contribution they are making, rather
than understating their efforts.

How precious is the advice of Haga-
on HaRav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt’ who
counseled parents training their children to
say brachos as follows: “Describe to them
in great detail the tumult in Heaven as thou-
sands of angels each proclaim the praises
of Hashem and how when a child makes a
brachah, everything becomes suddenly quiet
so that the brachah can pass directly to the
Throne of Glory, where it brings immeasur-
able pleasure to Hashem Himself.”
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A proud and confident genius makes a bet
with a fool.

The genius says, "Hey, fool, every question
| ask you that you don't know the answer to,
you have to give me $5. And if you ask me a
question and | can't answer yours, | will give
you $5,000."
The fool says, "Okay."
The genius then asks, "How many continents
are there in the world?"

The fool doesn't know and hands over the $5.

The fool says, "Now let me ask: What animal
stands with two legs but sleeps with three?"
The genius tries and searches very hard for
the answer, but gives up and hands over the
$5,000.
The genius asks, "By the way, what was the
answer to your question?"
The fool hands over $5.

Why did the melon jump into the lake?
It wanted to be a watermelon.

_ZERA SHIMSHON

What vegetables are not allowed on
ships?
Leeks!

Why did the banana go to the
doctor?
Because it wasn't peeling well!

Why did the coffee file a police report?
Because it was mugged

author Laughter is the Best

# on Amazon.
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Medicine: Kosher and Jewish jokes

Jewish joke book for kids available

Recovery

And Hashem appeared to him (Avraham) (18:1)

Rashi explains that Hashem appeared to Avraham
Avinu to visit the sick and heal him. The Gemara says
in the name of Rami Bar Chama that it was the third day
since Avraham Avinu's bris milah.

The Zera Shimshon asks in the name of the mefor-
shim, how did Rami Bar Chama know that it was the third
day since Avraham Avinu’s bris milah?

The Zera Shimshon answers by first asking why Hash-
em only visited Avraham Avinu to heal him. Didn't all those
in Avraham Avinu’s household also have brissim? If so,
why don’t we find anywhere in the words of Chazal that
Hashem appeared in order to heal them as well?

The Zera Shimshon explains that the Gemara (Baba
Kama 16b) says in the name of R’ Shimon Bar Yochai that
Avraham Avinu had a gem around his neck that when sick
people would look at it, they would be healed. This is why
the other people in Avraham Avinu’s house did not need to
be healed by Hashem, since they were healed by looking
at the stone around Avraham Avinu’s neck.

The Amudeha Shivah asks that if Avraham Avinu had
such a stone, why didn’t he look at it to heal himself?

The Zera Shimshon answers that all the occupants of
Avraham Avinu’s house were healed within the first or sec-
ond day of their bris milah by looking at the stone. Howev-
er, Avraham Avinu did not want to look at the stone to heal
himself because he wanted to merit more reward for his
mitzvah. As well, since this was one of his ten tests, if he
healed himself, it would not be considered a test. Further-
more, people would claim, why shouldn’'t Avraham Avinu
listen to Hashem, knowing that he would be healed right
away? Therefore, he instead allowed himself to heal natu-
rally to show the world that he was ready to accept the pain
with love and joy.

In reward, Hashem appeared to heal him. However,
Hashem only appeared to heal Avraham Avinu on the third
day, since had He appeared before then, people would
have thought that Avraham Avinu had healed himself by
looking at his stone, since he was not interested in the pain
of the bris milah. By the third day, it would be clear that
although Avraham Avinu was busy giving brissim to every-
one in his household, by day three, he would surely have
had time to look at his stone and heal himself.

In fact, the very fact that Avraham Avinu was sitting out-
side in the sun was to heal himself naturally. This is why
Hashem only appeared to heal Avraham Avinu on day
three, to allow time for people to see that Avraham Avinu
did not heal himself but rather accepted the pain that came
with his test.

ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR
BY RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM BURGER
THURSDAY 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)

Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group
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MORE THAN A SWING SET;
THEIR BACKYARD KINGDOM

SWING SETS DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR SPACE AND TASTE
+

PAVILIONS
SWING SETS
SHEDS m
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS
GAIEBOS

588.950.0033 BHCMRD backyardkingdom.com
KINGDOM info@backyardkingdom.com
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