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The Torah describes the people whom Avraham
Avinu brought close to Hashem as the nefashos asher
asu beCharan, the souls that Avraham made in Charan.
The Torah is teaching us an incredible lesson here. When
we inspire people, whether they are less or more frum
than we are, whether they are kids in school or in shul or
anywhere we come in contact with others, we are creat-
ing new neshamos (souls). What an amazing gift this is,
and what a wonderful opportunity we have in this world to
be like Hashem.

Now that the chagim are over and everyone is back
in school, | had to remind myself of the importance of de-
veloping souls in our children and how teachers, rebbeim,
principals, and roshei yeshivah need to be clear when
they walk into school that they are not coming into the
classroom or the beit midrash just to teach subjects or
to practice their speaking skills. They are there to inspire
and build souls. Nothing less. The above is based on an
amazing article that | saw, which quoted Rav Aharon Leib
Shteinman Z’l, who, not surprisingly, is having an ever-
lasting effect on the world even after his leaving for the
Next World. He was speaking to teachers and asked
them to pay acute attention to two things. He told them
that they must remember that they are teaching nesha-
mos, not subjects, and that they must never expel anyone
from school.

| heard an interesting story of a rav who was looking
for a ride home from a simcha. He was offered a ride, and
when he got into the passenger seat, he noticed a steer-
ing wheel in front of him. He looked to his left and saw
that the driver, of course, had one, too. He was somewhat
perplexed, and he asked the driver why there were two
wheels. The driver explained that he had a hyperactive
child, and whenever he would drive him somewhere, he
would jump on the steering wheel. He figured out a way to
provide his son with the ability to ‘drive’ by adding a wheel
to the passenger side. We can learn two lessons from this
story: We all think that we are ‘driving’ our lives and mak-
ing things happen, especially when it comes to business.
We forget that Hashem is really the driver. Moreover, this
story teaches us how, instead of squashing a child’'s de-
sire to do something, the man figured out a way for him to
put his need into practice.

We must constantly review how we see and interact
with people, especially with children. They are neshamos,
and as | mentioned above, we were given the chance
every time we deal with them to make and create a new
soul and be like Avraham...be like Hashem.

in R’ Coren’s office every
Wednesday at 9:00 PM
Hachana L'Shabbos Shiur in 20 Upstairs
every Tuesday at 9:45 PM

Parshat Lech Lecha is named for G-d’'s command to
Abraham with which this parsha begins: “Lech lecha me’artz-
echa...” — to “go forth” from his homeland and settle in the Land of
Israel. The Rabbis list this command as one of the ten difficult tests that
Abraham was given and withstood, as he was required to leave his
home and journey to and settle in a foreign land. The final, and most
difficult, test was that of Akedat Yitzhak, when he was told to sacrifice
his beloved son. (Of course, in the end, G-d told him to withdraw his
knife.) That test, like the test of moving to the Land of Israel, was also
formulated with the expression “Lech lecha,” as G-d told Abraham,
“Lech lecha el Eretz ha’Moriya” — to “go forth” to Moriya, the future site
of the Bet Hamikdash, to sacrifice his son (Bereshit 22:2).

What exactly does the expression “Lech lecha” mean? The literal
translation of this phrase is “Go for you.” But what precisely does this
mean?

The Arizal (Rav Yitzchak Luria, 1534-1572) explained that every
person is given a unique, distinctive soul, such that every person is
given a unique, distinctive spiritual goal in life. Our ultimate goal is to
perfect our souls, but since each soul is different, each person’s goals
are going to be different. We each face a unique set of challenges and
struggles over the course of our lives, in accordance with the particular
needs of our soul, with the particular mission we are to fulfill.

We might draw an analogy to eyeglasses. Each person’s eyeglass-
es are unique, tailor-made for the particular deficiencies of his or her
eyesight. If we lose our glasses, we cannot just borrow someone else’s
because each prescription is different and unique. By the same token,
each person has a unique set of spiritual challenges, which correspond
to the unique deficiencies in their soul. We all face different struggles,
so what's right for one person is not necessarily suitable for another
person.

This, the Arizal explained, is the meaning of the expression “Lech
lecha,” “Go for you.” When we are given a test in life, this is an op-
portunity for us to fulfill our unique mission in this world. Every time
we encounter some challenge, it is a chance to realize our destiny, to
take the next step in perfecting our souls and thereby achieving the
purpose for which we were created. And so life’s tests are referred to
with the phrase “Lech lecha” —“Go for you,” because they are for us, for
our benefit, enabling us to fulfill our unique mission on Earth. (Indeed,
Rashi explains “Lech lecha” to mean “for your benefit.”)

Significantly, the word “nisayon” (“test’) stems from the word “nes,”
which means “flag” (as in the prayer “Ve'sa nes le’kabetz galuyotenu” —
“and raise a flag to assemble our exiles”). This is because the purpose
of a “nisayon” is to elevate us, to lift us high up like a flag. We should not
resent challenges; we should embrace them. When we are confronted
with a challenge and we overcome it, we undergo a “growth spurt.” We
are catapulted to greater heights. This is precisely the purpose of life’s
challenges — to raise us higher.

Every challenge we are given in life is an opportunity — an opportu-
nity to develop our unique, precious soul and to realize the unique, vi-
tally important purpose for which we were brought into this world. Rath-
er than bemoan the difficulties and hardships that we encounter over
the course of our lives, let us instead welcome them as opportunities
to grow and seize each such opportunity to the very best of our ability.
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__RABBI YY JACOBSON

Like Grandfather, Like
Grandson

| once met David Pelcovitz, Professor
of Psychology at Yeshiva University and a
renowned therapist for decades, at a con-
ference. “Rabbi Jacobson,” he said, “let
me share a first-hand story with you.” Dr.
Pelcovitz then described meeting with a
fiteen-year-old who described himself as
the “black sheep” of a distinguished rab-
binic family. Dr. Pelcovitz decided to invite
the boy again, along with his parents and
even grandparents. When they arrived, the
grandfather asked to speak to Dr. Pelcovitz
privately before the group meeting. He told
his story, also addressing his son.

“I grew up in Poland as part of a beau-
tiful and large family. All my brothers were
learning in yeshiva and excelling at a rap-
id pace, yet there was one black sheep in
the family. And who was that? Me. If the
diagnostic terminology had been around in
those days, | would have been diagnosed
with them all. | couldn't sit still in schooal, |
couldn’t read, and | was out on the streets.
My father had tremendous agony from me.
| was not a source of nachas to my parents
at all.

But one thing that | did have was a good
sense of intuition and shrewdness. And so,
one day in 1938, | picked up a book enti-
tled Mein Kampf and began reading. When

| finished the book, | came home and ap-
proached my father. “Tatty,” | said, “Germa-
ny and Poland share a border. This man
is serious. Every Jew is going to be wiped
out. We must escape before it is too late.”

My father dismissed this and said that
| should be in a yeshiva instead of reading
the works of some crazy anti-Semite.

“Perhaps you are right that | should be
sitting in yeshiva, but crazy | am not. | am
clever and savvy, and | can tell you that this
man is serious and will act on his convic-
tions. We have to flee before it is too late.”
But my father wouldn’t hear of it. Yet | knew
what | had to do. If my family was not go-
ing to run away, that didn’'t mean | wouldn't.
And so, | painfully told my father, “l am sor-
ry, but | will have to run away alone.” And
that's exactly what | did. Saying goodbye
to my father and mother, | left Poland and
crossed the ocean. As you all know, | was
the only survivor of my entire family.”

And then the grandfather pointed to his
grandson under discussion. “The only rea-
son our family exists today is because of a
boy like me and him. | was different and not
capable of what my other brothers were ca-
pable of, yet I still went on to become very
successful. And that boy of yours is exactly
like his grandfather.” And then the grandfa-
ther made his point. “So, | nicely tell you,
please don't denigrate your son. Don’t put

him down and make him feel worthless.
The whole reason we are all here now
studying Torah and attaining success in
our respective endeavors is because of a
boy like him.”

After hearing this story from Dr. Pel-
covitz, | was profoundly moved. But | just
had one question. “Doctor,” | said, “what
is the end of the story? You cannot leave
me stranded. What happened to the boy?”
“You should know,” said Dr. Pelcovitz, “that
that same boy was hired by his grandfather
to run his own business. And today, he is
the one in charge, and all of his brothers
work for him. He helps support each and
every one of them.”

Sometimes, we look at someone — a
child, a friend, a student — and only see
blackness. We see a black sheep who has
little potential and will seemingly amount
to nothing special. But then we look again
and realize that we have made a terrible
mistake. Within every child lies a world of
promising greatness. It is precisely those
individuals who we at times expect the
least from who go on to produce the most
and make us the proudest. Every child is
precious. All we have to do is look close-
ly and see their hidden beauty waiting to
shine.
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SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Mmain) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night — before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.

UFARATZTA
_RABB) SHALOM BER MUNITZ

Parnassah: K'atzas Yedidim Mevinim

Rebbe did not answer this letter, which was strange,

A government agency shut down a business, sending work-
ers home until the premises were up to code. This went on for six
months, with them taking their time to reinspect and ask for more
things to be corrected. The owner had just gotten new machin-
ery and informed his suppliers that the payments would come
as soon as he got the okay to reopen. The owner accepted this
from Hashem, and although urged by a mashpiah to write to the
Rebbe, his policy was NOT to write anything negative that might
cause the Rebbe agmas nefesh.

In the middle of this ordeal, his wife gave birth to a baby girl.
He wrote to the Rebbe with the good news, and at the bottom of
the letter, he wrote “Nun.Beis. [P.S.] Brocha Iparnassah.” The
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because mazal tov letters usually came fast. About

five weeks after the birth, which was about six months after being
shut down, the chief inspector met the owner at the premises and
gave him the okay to reopen. Two hours later, his wife called that
he received a letter from the Rebbe. He ran home, and the letter
said, "Mazal tov for the good news, on the birth of your daughter."
At the bottom of the letter, it said, “Nun.Beis. [P.S.] About the par-
nassah, k'atzas yedidim mevinim.” Although the crisis was over,
he decided that if the Rebbe said it, he would consult yedidim
mevinim. === To be continued.



__RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

Who Makes the Brochah on
the Milah?

As the upcoming parshios discuss the
mitzvah of bris milah, and as a practicing
mohel, | would like to take this opportunity
to share some highlights on this topic.

There are two brochos recited at the
time of the milah, with the first brochah, “al
hamilah,” the brochah recited on the mitz-
vah of performing the bris milah, recited
by the mohel.

But if the mitzvah is incumbent on the
father, and the mohel is merely a shaliach
(emissary), why doesn't the father recite
the brochah? Furthermore, we must un-
derstand how, in fact, the mohel can recite
a brochah on someone else’s mitzvah,
especially when the text of the brochah
is “vtzivanu,” “that He commanded us,” if
the father was commanded and not the
mohel.

In truth, we find this concept not just
in regard to milah, but in regard to many
mitzvos, and when a mitzvah is per-
formed by a shaliach, the shaliach recites
the brochah. We must therefore ascertain
the mechanics of a mitzvah done by a
shaliach, which will help us understand
why the one who is required to perform
the mitzvah does not recite the brochah
and how the shaliach can recite the bro-
chah.

A BROCHAH IS RECITED ON AN AC-
TION

In the last siman in Shulchan Aruch
(Choshen Mishpat), we find the rules of
a maaka, erecting a fence on one’s roof.
As with any mitzvah, before erecting the
fence, one recites a brochah. The ques-
tion arises as to who recites the brochah
if the fence is being erected by a work-
er. The Machaneh Efraim asserts that it
will depend on the type of worker. If it is
someone who is hired to work per hour,
we can apply the Talmudic concept of yad

po’el k'yad baal habayis, the work-

er's hand is an extension of the owner’s,
and it is considered as if he did the work
himself. Consequently, the owner can re-
cite the brochah, even if the worker is a
non-Jew.

However, the Machaneh Efraim points
out that this concept does not apply if the
worker is a contractor being paid for the
job, and the worker’s hand is not an ex-
tension of the owner’s. Since, in such a
case, the owner is not involved in the per-
formance of the mitzvah, he cannot recite
the brochah.

In Minchas Shlomo (2:58), Rav Shlo-
mo Zalman Auerbach elaborates on this
concept and affirms that, in order to recite
a brochah, one must be actively involved
in the performance of the mitzvah. He
marshals proof to this from the Rishonim
regarding the mitzvah of bitul chometz,
nullifying the chometz, before Pesach.
Although nullifying chometz is a mitzvah,
we do not recite a brochah. They explain
that a brochah is only recited on an action,
and since the nullification in one’s mind is
not an action, no brochah is recited.

Based on this understanding, we can
understand why the father does not recite
the brochah. Since a mohel is being paid
for the job (or doing it for free), and the
father is not actively involved, he cannot
recite the brochah. The Minchas Shlomo
concludes that if the father does take an
active involvement (e.g., doing part of the
cutting), he would, in fact, be able to recite
the brochah.

SUMMARY

A brochah is recited by the one per-
forming the mitzvah. Since the mohel is
doing it, and the father is not actively in-
volved, the mohel recites the brochah.
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A Bais Yaakov high school principal
shared this story: After Pesach, her daugh-
ter flew back to Eretz Yisroel during the
chaotic post-COVID travel season. Asked
to check her carry-on at the gate, she
agreed. But when the plane landed, the
small black suitcase—holding, among oth-
er things, a priceless hashkafa notebook
from her seminary year—never appeared.
Mother and daughter called the air-
line for weeks. Agents kept saying
the bag was “somewhere,” but noth-
ing tumed up. They finally gave up.
Then, one erev Shabbos morning, the
mother received an unexpected call.
“Shalom, are you Adina? | have a
black suitcase with your number on it
said a man named Adi from Tel Aviv.
Adi explained that when he landed, he saw
mountains of unclaimed luggage. “l can't help
everyone,” he thought, “but| can help one.”He
picked a single bag—hers—and spent hours
navigating customs to return it legally. His
wife thought he was crazy, but he persisted.

The Medrash Rabbah on this week’s par-
sha states in the name of Rav Levi: There are
two times that “Lech lecha” is written in the To-
rah, and we do not know which is G-d’s favorite,
the first or the second. The first “Lech lecha” is
obviously the first pasuk of our parsha [Bere-
ishis 12:1]: “Go out from your land, from your
birthplace, and from your father’s house to the
land that | will show you.” The second “Lech le-
cha’ is in connection with Akeidas Yitzchok [the
binding of Yitzchok], where Avrahamiis told,
“Go out to the Land of Moriah and offer him
there as a burnt offering on one of the moun-
tains | will tell you.” [Bereishis 22:2] Rav Levi
concludes that Akeidas Yitzchok was a greater
test than the test of Avraham leaving his home-
land, and thus the second instance of “Lech
lecha’ is “more precious to G-d.”

It is actually strange that Rav Levi was
even puzzled by this question. Why would any-
one think that the test of leaving one’s home-
land (particularly in the context of the great
reward that HaShem promised to Avraham if

6 LECH LECHA

“That's how this suitcase came home,”
the principal concluded. “Adi couldn’t
help everyone, but he helped one—
and for us, it made all the difference.”
There are many times when we feel over-
whelmed by the magnitude of a problem—
and the resulting chillul Hashem—and
we wonder if our efforts matter at all. So
we dont bother. Why waste our time?
The chillul Hashem caused by the driving
situation, for example, is a systemic prob-
lem—an infrastructure issue. | can't fix it.
Only the leaders can. Why should | bother
driving like a mentch when | can’t change the
entire system? If | can't let everyone in, why
should | let even one car through? If | can’t
make everyone happy, why should | try at all?
The growth of the Jewish neighborhood and
the tension it creates is, similarly, a systemic
issue. Zoning, real estate, and influential lead-
ers determine how the infrastructure func-
tions. As a simple neighbor, what difference
can | make? Why should | follow the rules
and norms when the larger system is flawed?
The messy block, the overcrowded court-
yard, the untended apartment building—all
of it feels endless. What good is picking up

he complied with this commandment) might
be comparable to the test of the Akeidah? The
Akeidah would be most difficult for any parent,
particularly such a person as Avraham, who
was the paradigm of chessed [kindness] and
who had preached monotheism and the virtues
of a Merciful G-d all these years to his many
disciples.

The Nesivos  Shalom  (by the
Slonimer Rebbe), at the beginning of the par-
sha, addresses this issue. Certainly, the
Akeidah was a very difficult nisayon [test],
but it was a “one-shot affair.” Avraham was
called upon to ascend the mountain, sacrifice
Yitzchok, and then the nisayon would be over.
However, the nisayon of Lech lecha in our par-
sha is a test of beginning a journey that will af-
fect him and would last the rest of his life.

Everyone has their own personal odyssey
in life. We are all charged with the task of bring-
ing completeness (shleimus) to our souls. We
have to achieve correction (tikun) of our nesh-
mah [soul] in our own personal fashion. That is
the charge of Lech LECHA (go in YOUR OWN

one piece of garbage each &
time | enter or leave? Surely,

the apartment managers should do

their job. | will just get frustrated trying to
tackle a problem that seems impossible.
Businesses present a similar challenge. In
a competitive, cutthroat environment, where
shortcuts, aggressive tactics, and bending
or even breaking rules seem to dominate,
it's easy to think: If you can’t beat them, join
them. If you don't, you'l lose out. My eth-
ical treatment of employees, clients, and
customers won't make a difference in the
long run. The overall reputation of Jewish
businesses may seem fixed, beyond my
control, and the tide impossible to change.
We often fall into the trap of think-
ing it's all or nothing, so we give up
and tune out. It's not our responsibility.
But we must remember: every act of chesed,
every gesture of menschlichkeit matters.

Do what is in your hands. Be a
tzelem Elokim no matter what. We
cant be focused on the results.

The results of kiddush Hashem are up to
Hashem.

way). This charge involves a lifetime

of work. Many times, this charge requires get-
ting out of the box that is one’s environment,
one’s society, and one’s family. We never enter
life with a clean slate. We all enter life with bag-
gage: emotional baggage, financial baggage,
genetic baggage, family baggage. Sometimes,
the “baggage” is very good and extremely
helpful. Other times, the baggage can be a real
handicap. The type of people that we are and
the characteristics (middos) that we have are
primarily not of our own choosing.

When a person is given a mission in life
and a goal to accomplish, it may involve the
need to rid themself of so much of the baggage
that they came with (one’s land, one’s birth-
place, one’s family). Such a challenge is not a
one-shot deal. Rather, it accompanies us day
in and day out. Such a constant, lifelong chal-
lenge may indeed be cumulatively a greater
test than a test requiring only a momentary rise
to the occasion, as difficult as that challenge
may be.
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“Fear not Avrohom, | am a shield for you; your reward is very
great.” Rashi: Avrohom Avinu feared that he had utilized all of his
merits for his conquest of the four kings. He feared that he could no
longer expect to have siyata d'Shmaya, Divine assistance, and that
he may be punished for killing the four kings. Hashem tells Avro-
hom that he need not fear punishment nor worry about depleting his
zechuyos; Hashem would protect him and be a shield for him. Why
didn't these miracles deplete his zechuyos?

Avrohom was saved from the Kivshan Ha'eish and was victori-
ous in his battle against the four kings, both of which were great mir-
acles. Avrohom feared that these miracles performed on his behalf
would reduce his reward in the Next World. Hashem told Avrohom
not to worry for everything that He did for Avrohom in this world was
“‘Din”, “free.” Avrohom’s reward in the Next World was secure and
was not diminished by the miracles performed for him in this world.
(31:20) “Ix*7 m1o¥ WK 721V 21 Nn” — “How abundant is Your good-
ness that You have hidden away for those who fear You.” n'wx12)
(mn

Meseches Taanis 25a: One Friday evening at twilight, Rebbe
Chanina Ben Dosa saw that his daughter was sad. He asked her
why she was sad. She replied that she mistook a container of vine-
gar for a container of oil, and she poured the vinegar into the lamp
and lit the Shabbos candles with it. Rebbe Chanina Ben Dosa re-
sponded to his daughter that the One WWho commanded oil to burn
can command the vinegar to bumn as well. The lamp continued to
burn the entire Shabbos.

From the wording of the Gemara, it seems that Rebbe Chanina
Ben Dosa’s daughter had already put the vinegar in the lamp, and it
lit the same as oil does. If so, what was Rebbe Chanina Ben Dosa
telling her that she didn't already know, and why was she sad? She
was sad because something beyond nature occurred, a miracle.
She feared that it would diminish her merits. Rebbe Chanina Ben
Dosa was telling her that she did not need to fear, for they lived in a
world beyond nature. They had the keen awareness that the same
Hashem Who told the oil to bumn, told the vinegar to burn. If one
lives in this exalted manner, there is no need to fear that miracles will
diminish their merits, because on this level, it is all considered the
“nature” of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, and not a miracle. (v1in' p)

The greatest reward one can receive is a reward that is “free.”
Avrohom Avinu did not look to receive reward for his actions. In every
step, he saw that Hashem was with him. Avrohom Avinu recognized
that there was no “nature” in the world; rather, everything is the work-
ings of Hashem. Avrohom Avinu was not concermned for himself but
rather for the kavod of Hashem. Therefore, all of the miracles that oc-
curred for Avrohom did not diminish his merits. In Shemoneh Esrei,
we must mention the “Dnnax an,” the great middah that Avrohom
Avinu had. It was because Avrohom gave to Hashem for “free” that
Hashem gave him back for “free.” May we be zoche to be keenly
aware of this truth and be zoche to much brocha from the Ribbono
Shel Olam.

mary
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Man-Made Reward

After Avram’s dramatic victory over the four kings and the
successful rescue of Lot and the return of all the captives, Hashem reas-
sures Avram: “Al tira Avram, Anochi magein lach, s'char’cha harbei m'od”
— “Do not fear Avram, | am your shield, your reward is very great.” (15:1)
To this promise, Avram responds: “Hashem Elokim, mah titen li, v'anochi
holeich arin” — “G-d Almighty, what will you give me since | go through
life childless?” (15:2) Many commentaries raise a perplexing problem
with Avram’s answer. Clearly, Avram, who had discovered the truth of the
One and Only G-d independently and against the prevailing theology of
paganistic polytheism prevalent in his time period, surely also arrived at
the truths of the transcendence of the soul and Olam Haba, the World to
Come, the world of true and everlasting reward. How did Avram know that
Hashem'’s promise of “great reward” was not referring to Avram’s reward
in the hereafter?

The Malbim addresses this question by formulating a fundamental
principle concerning the nature of the everlasting reward. The spiritual
delights of Olam Haba are not “schar,” reward, which implies something
extra, not built into the very system of creation. The soul is not “rewarded”
for its service of G-d any more than one who diligently studies is “reward-
ed” with wisdom. The acquired knowledge is a natural consequence of
the study. So too, the “reward” of Olam Haba is a natural consequence
of the elevation of the soul that served its Creator. It is for this reason,
posits the Malbim, that the reward in Olam Haba is not mentioned more
explicitly in the Torah Shebichtav (the written Torah), whereas reward in
Olam Hazeh is mentioned countless times. The reward of the next world
is a fundamental axiom of the very creation of the soul and its mission in
this world; the reward of this world is an additional act of kindness that the
Merciful One bestows on His creations.

R’ Chaim Volozhiner in his Nefesh Hachaim (1:12) expounds on this
concept further. The reward of Olam Haba s created by man himself.
Each time the person performs a mitzvah, the spiritual radiance created
by that mitzvah is transferred into the next world and awaits its creator to
benefit from it. Thus, explains Rav Chaim, in a very literal sense, “S’char
mitzvah mitzvah” (Avot 4:2). The reward of a mitzvah is (created by) the
mitzvah itself.

The Ohr Hachayim expresses a similar theme. In his explanation of
the passage “V'sham’ru b'nei Yisrael et haShabbat la’asot et haShabbat
I'dorotam” - “And the Jewish people should keep the Shabbat, in order that
they perform (literally make) the Shabbat for all generations,” he explains
that by the Jewish people keeping the this-worldly Shabbat, they actively
create (hence “make”) their reward in the next world, which is referred
to as the “Yom Shekulo Shabbat,” the day that is eternally Shabbat (see
Tamid 7:4). Thus, the observance of Shabbat quite literally creates anoth-
er, everlasting Shabbat for the observer.

In his Mesillat Yesharim (Chap. 1), R. Luzzato begins his classic work
with the statement “a person needs to know his goal...that Man was cre-
ated to partake in delight from G-d and to enjoy the splendor of the Divine
radiance.” As the Mesillat Yesharim indicates, a heightened awareness
of the immeasurable spiritual pleasure awaiting the servants of G-d as
well as an understanding of the immense power endowed in mankind by
their Creator to actively create this reward should propel us toward an
increased devotion to the Divine Will. Furthermore, a realization of our
ultimate destination should place all of the vicissitudes and trials of life in
the proper perspective and should enable us to emphasize performance
of Hashem’s commandments.
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Why Avraham? That is the first question we must ask. He
is the key figure in the story of our faith, the father of our na-
tion, the hero of monotheism, important not only to Jews but
to Christians and Muslims also. Yet there seems to be noth-
ing in the Torah’s description of his early life to give us a hint
as to why he was singled out to be the founder of our faith.

This is very strange. The Torah leaves us in no doubt
as to why G-d chose Noach: “Noach was a righteous man,
blameless in his generations; Noach walked with G-d.” It also
gives us a clear indication as to why G-d chose Moshe. We
see him as a young man, both in Egypt and Midian, inter-
vening whenever he saw injustice. These were obviously
extraordinary people. There is no such suggestion in the
case of Avraham. So the Sages, commentators, and philos-
ophers, through the ages, were forced to speculate, to fill in
the glaring gap in the narrative, offering their own sugges-
tions as to what made Avraham different.

There are two primary explanations. The firstis Avraham
the Iconoclast, the Breaker of Idols. Avraham’s father Terach
was an idol worshipper. According to the Midrash, he made
and sold idols. One day, Avraham smashed all the idols, leav-
ing the stick he used in the hand of the biggest idol. When his
father queried who had broken his gods, Avraham blamed
the biggest idol. “Are you making fun of me?” demanded his
father. “Idols cannot do anything.” “In that case,” asked the
young Avraham, “why do you worship them?”

Avraham was the first person to challenge the idols of
the age, and Jews, believers or otherwise, have often been
iconoclasts (willing to confront accepted beliefs). Some of
the most revolutionary thinkers — certainly in the modern age
— have been Jews. They had the courage to challenge the
accepted wisdom, think new thoughts, and see the world in
new ways. It is as if, deep in our cultural intellectual DNA, we
had internalized what the Sages said about Avraham ha-Ivri,
“the Hebrew,” that it meant he was on one side and all the
rest of the world on the other.

The second view is set out by Rambam in the Mishnah
Torah: Avraham the Philosopher. In an age when people
had lost their way and fallen into idolatry, one person stood
against the trend, the young Avraham, who, when still a child,
asked: “How is it possible that this planet should continuously
be in motion and have no mover?” Rambam notes that “He
had no teacher, no one to instruct him ... until he attained
the way of truth and knew that there is One G-d ... When
Avraham was forty years old, he recognized his Creator.”
According to this, Avraham was the first person to think his
way through to G-d as the force that moves the sun and all
the stars.

What was unique about Avraham, according to both
these approaches, is that he saw the world differently from
everyone else and had the courage to ask the questions, find
the truth, and live his life accordingly.
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Hashem said to Avraham, “Go for your-
self, etc., from your father’s house, etc.”(12:1)

The Medrash (Rabbah 39:7) comments
on this passuk, “What does it say earlier?
‘And Terach died.” When Hashem command-
ed Avraham Avinu to leave his father’s house,
Avraham was afraid that by doing so, thereby
leaving his old father to fend for himself, he
would create a stir and cause a chillul Hash-
em. To alleviate Avraham’s fears, Hashem
told him, ‘l exempt you from the mitzvah of
kibbud av (honoring one’s father). However,
others, | do not exempt from honoring their
fathers. Not only that, but your father will die
before you leave, and a chillul Hashem will be
avoided.” This is why the commandment of
‘Lech lecha’ is preceded by the passuk telling
us that Terach died.”

The Zera Shimshon asks the following
questions on this Medrash. Firstly, since
Terach, Avraham’s father, was an idolater,
Avraham was not obligated to respect him.
Why then did Hashem have to “exempt” him
from kibbud av? Secondly, when calculat-
ing the years, it comes out that Terach died
many years after Avraham Avinu's test of
“Lech lecha.” Avraham was borm when Ter-
ach was 70 years old. Terach lived until he
was 205 years old. And Avraham was 75
years old when Hashem told him to leave his
birthplace. That means that Terach was 145
years old when Avraham was commanded to
leave him. Terach lived for another 60 years
after that. How then can the Medrash say that

__TORAH TAVLIN

Terach died before Avraham Avinu left?

The Zera Shimshon explains that at this
point, Terach had already begun to recognize
his erroneous ways and do teshuvah for his
idolatrous past. For this reason, Avraham
Avinu was afraid to leave his side lest he
return to his old ways, and this would be a
great chillul Hashem. However, according to
Tosafos (Baba Kama 7b), the Bris Bein He-
besarim happened five years before the test
of “Lech lecha,” and Hashem had informed
Avraham Avinu then that his father would
repent entirely (see Rashi Bereishis 15:15).
Referring back to this prophecy, Hashem in-
formed Avraham that he need not fear, since
eventually, Terach would repent entirely and
there would be no chillul Hashem.

This is what Hashem meant when He
said, “I exempt you from the mitzvah of kib-
bud av. However, others, | do not exempt
from honoring their fathers.” Other people
whose fathers are sinners in the process of
repenting would not be allowed to leave their
fathers’ side, since by doing so, they would
possibly allow their fathers to return to their
old ways. Hashem told Avraham that he was
different since that would not happen in his
case. Terach would eventually do a full teshu-
vah and not return to his old ways.

In other words, although Terach had be-
gun the teshuvah process, and Avraham
Avinu was now obligated to respect
him since he was no longer an idol-
ater, Hashem told Avraham that
leaving his father at this point was

not a breach in kibbud av, since Terach was
strong enough on his own and would not re-
turn to his old ways, and no chillul Hashem
would result from Avraham’s leaving.

To explain how the Medrash can say that
Terach died before Avraham left to Eretz Yis-
roel (then Canaan), the Zera Shimshon ex-
plains this homiletically, based on a concept
mentioned in the Zohar.

The Zohar (Naso 135b) says that anyone
who goes from a higher status to a lower one
can be referred to as having died. This being
the case, before Terach did teshuvah, he was
a wealthy idol merchant. Now, however, after
Avraham was saved from the furnace, which
was supposed to have been a punishment
for not believing in idols, his father’s business
suffered greatly since people’s belief in idols
weakened significantly. (As well, Terach him-
self had begun to repent of his idol worship
and probably left the business and was no
longer a wealthy man with a flourishing busi-
ness.) For this reason, the Torah refers to him
as dead.

In other words, “and Terach died,” which,
according to Zera Shimshon, now means
that Terach had begun separating himself
from idol worship, allowed Avraham Avinu to
leave him without fearing that he would return
to his old ways.

8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)

Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group

The Meaning of Success

At the parsha’s outset, Hashem tests
Avraham by commanding him to leave his
homeland. The usual method of testing is a
progressive process from easy to more dif-
ficult. What we see here is different. Seem-
ingly, Avraham is now being tested more
mildly than before. The mesiras nefesh, the
self-sacrifice of facing certain death when
he was thrown into a fiery furnace in Ur Kas-
dim, was a test on a grand scale. Neverthe-
less, Avraham Avinu withstood that trial, and
with his success, publicly brought honor to
Hashem’s name. Now, Hashem commands
Avraham Avinu to leave his homeland. How
do we understand the underlying reason for

12 LECH LECHA

this test? If the test were essentially easier
than the previous test of Ur Kasdim, there
would be no apparent purpose for it.

R’ Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg zt'l ex-
plains that Hashem tested Avraham Avinu
first with death and then with life. The test
of life is much greater in its potential for
success, but also in its chance of failure.
Avraham was saved alive, untouched by
the blazing fires of Ur Kasdim. Then came
the test of change. “Lech lecha” means to
remove oneself from the past and the famil-
iar. He was now challenged to change and
grow completely on his own, this time with-
out the help of miracles.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu demanded that

Avraham leave the familiar surroundings of
his home. Hashem'’s plan was for Avraham
to wander among strangers in foreign lands.
New situations would unfold because of
Avraham’s decision to obey Hashem’s com-
mand. These tests would bring out even
deeper levels of service. Due to the difficulty
of this test, our forefather grew in stature and
became a great tzaddik.

The same holds true for all of us. We all
must seek out the situations that will actual-
ize our latent potential. And when the inev-
itable ordeals of life are thrust upon us, we
must rise to the occasion each time. This is
the meaning of success.
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Two grandmothers are talking about their
grandchildren. The first one says: "Every
year, | send each of my grandchildren an
envelope with a generous check in it, and
. then | don't hear from them, not even a
@ thank you or a visit."
The second one says: "l do the same
thing as you, but everyone comes to visit
me and thank me."
"Really?" The first one is amazed. "What
are you doing?"
"| just don't sign the check."

What did the pecan say to the walnut?
Let's be friends because we're both nuts.

Why is plain pizza the best pizza?
Because nothing tops it

I'm on a seafood diet. | see food
and | eat it!

How do you keep a bagel from getting
away?
You put lox on it!

author Laughter is the Best
Medicine: Kosher and Jewish jokes

=i Jewish joke book for kids available
# on Amazon.
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CONQUER YOUR CLUTTER WITH
A SHED FROM BACKYARD KINGDOM

CUSTOM SHEDS TO SUIT YOUR SPACE AND
TO GIVE YOU THE SPACE YOU NEED.

PAVILIONS | SWING SETS | SHEDS |
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Our custom sheds are a beautiful way to store your bikes,
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personalized shed today and reclaim your space.
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6:15-7:10 AM
ENGLISH

Rabbi Yanky Moddel
18 Upstairs - (Rabbi Coren’s Office)
Sundays: 7:15-8:00 am

7:00-8:00 AM
ENGLISH

Rabbi Yosef Chesir
18 Upstairs - (Shiur Conference Room)

8:00-9:00 AM
YIDDISH
Rabbi Yitzchok Yosef Klein
20 Upstairs

9:00-9:45 AM
ENGLISH
Rabbi Shea Stern
18 Upstairs - (Rabbi Coren’s Office)
Zoom option: 18forshay.com/dafyomi

For more information regarding all lear
Rabbi Scheiner - Rosh Kollelim
RabbiScheiner@18forsh

16 LECH LECHA



