_ ive)
-y e\;er\lo"‘e
‘ bringind DEVARIM/SHABBOS CHAZON
JULY 30,2025 | 5 AV 5785

e

Lt 1
I<
Ly

SR

,:_I‘ﬂ-";';}?iwu s

s
il o ol

Mt

=1 =
T A T R

g

%

K
E
=l

Ty Bs

CLASSIC BUILDERS

CONSTRUCTION ine

Licensed & Insured Since 2004

SHUEY 914-804-3595

New Construction « Commercial « Residential ditions . Renovations‘

e Ak

S 5O L

s -

AT

e

A e A o
i S

0»™N MIX ¥vaTn na

MEDRASH OHR CHALM

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

PICK UP OUR TISHA
B'AV BROCHURE
FOR OUR ZMANIM
AND FULL
PROGRAM INFO

RABBI YY JACOBSON WILL
BE IN SHUL THIS SHABBOS

FAST BEGINS
AT 8:11 PM
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Shabbos Zmanim canoLe LichTing 7:54 PM

info@18forshay.com
845-200-3720
www.18forshay.com 1:30 PM & every 15 minutes until 4:30 PM | 18 Main ‘
FRIDAY NIGHT MINCHA/KABALLAS SHABBOS
Chabad
RABBI e
914-645-4199 7:00 PM 7:59 PM 8:12 PM
rabbidac@gmail.com
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Ronie Cowen
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

845-200-3718
office@18forshay.com

MAARIV WITH EICHA 9:10 PM-12:00 AM (SEE TISHA B'AV SCHEDULE FOR TIMES AND LOCATIONS)

GABBAIM
845-200-3720 *1

VASIKIN

EVERY 15 MIN
from 6:15 AM until a half hour
before chatzos

MINCHA GEDOLA

TO ADVERTISE: PLAG
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hour before shkia
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12 MIN. BEFORE SHKIA

MIKVA
Open 24 hours. Mikva cards can
be purchased at the Sofer truck.

SOFER TRUCK
Open daily Sunday-Friday,
from 9-5

MATBIA CARD RELOAD
Accessible 24 hours in
18 Main, Back Room

ATM MACHINE
Accessible 24 hours
in 18 Main, Back Room

JOIN THE OHR CHAIM
WHATSAPP COMMUNITY!

GET THE SCOOP ON SPECIAL EVENTS,
POPULAR SHIURIM
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The name of this Shabbos is based on the words of this
week’s haftara, Chazon Yeshayahu. The simple transla-
tion of the word chazon is a vision of prophesy. However,
there is really a deeper message that directs us to look at
this Shabbos with different eyes. Last Tuesday night in our
class on hachanah for Shabbos, | mentioned an incredible
insight from Rav Akiva Meir Hakohen from Lukeva zt’. The
Rebbe explains, based on a pasuk in Parshas Ki Sisa and
chassidic thought, that the 21 days of the Three Weeks are
so powerful that the weekdays equal the days of Shabbos
of the rest of the year, and the Shabbosos are even higher
than the Shabbosos of the year. This leads us to Shabbos
Chazon, which, in some way, is the highest Shabbos of the
year. This seems perplexing. After all, it seems to be the
saddest and darkest Shabbos of the year. Where is this
powerful light that seems to be hiding in this Shabbos?

| want to suggest that the answer lies in the word cha-
zon. Chazon doesn't just mean the simple ability to see.
Chazon is seeing deep beyond the surface. It's seeing the
light behind the darkness. It's interesting to note that Rav
Nachman zt"7in Siman 282 writes that the chazzan in a shul
is someone who sees all the nekudos tovos of each Jew
and creates a niggun from all the nekudos.

When we know that Hashem loves us more than we
can ever imagine or properly understand, it's possible to
see that every ounce of darkness is an opportunity for pow-
erful light, and if it's intense darkness, behind it lies intense
light. This is what Shabbos Chazon is about. The Zohar
says that the more a person cries and calls out to Hashem
about the churban of the Bais Hamikdash, the more he will
merit the light of the Bais Hamikdash.

Last week, we lost a powerful source of light. R Yehuda
Taib Z'l was a light from which anyone who came in contact
with it felt an incredible energy. Yehuda was able to see the
light in the person and hence was able to ignore any ex-
ternalities. The more time passes, the more I'm finding out
how many neshamos Yehuda inspired and brought closer
to Hashem. This week, | found videos that | had made on
the topics of shalom bayis and taharas hamishpacha, and
it was Yehuda who encouraged me to make them. He said
that couples need chizuk and inspiration and practical guid-
ance, and | obviously could not say no. Because of Yehuda,
many people grew and are still growing. | personally owe
much gratitude to Yehuda and to Hashem for sending me
such a special talmid.

May we be zoche to techiyas hamesim this week, so
we can again see R’ Yehuda with his golden, shining smile.

in R’ Coren’s office every
Wednesday at 9:00 PM
Hachana L'Shabbos Shiur in 20 Upstairs
every Tuesday at 9:45 PM

In summing up the story of the Jewish people, from
Egyptian slavery to the eve of their entry into their promised
homeland, Moshe, our great teacher and leader, minces no
words. He reminds the people of Israel of their shortcom-
ings and transgressions during the 40 years that he has
led them. There is very little bitterness in his narrative, but
rather, just the damning truth of hard facts and known cir-
cumstances.

Though this fifth book of the Bible contains many com-
mandments and legal matters in it, the overall message of
the book is one of historical perspective — of the past and of
the future, of the weaknesses and foibles of the people, and
of their greatness and search for spirituality and holiness.
The rabbis taught us that it is better to hear criticisms and
chastisement from Moshe, who loves us, than compliments
and blandishments from Bilaam, who essentially hates us.

The truth is that all of us find it difficult to accept criticism
easily and coolly. Our ego flares up, and we immediately
build a wall of resentment and excuses to deflect the criti-
cism leveled against us. But that is certainly a self-defeat-
ing mechanism that only reinforces our shortcomings and
prevents us from taking the necessary steps to bring about
self-improvement. The Talmud itself bemoans the fact that
the diminution of the generations has left us with a society
that finds it difficult to accept criticism and a lack of people
who can administer criticism correctly. That certainly seems
to be the case in our world today as well.

The reading of the first chapter of /saiah, from which this
Shabbat derives its name — Chazon — is a strongly-worded
indictment of the Jewish society in first Temple times and
provides the background as to why destruction and exile fol-
lowed. The prophet will complain later that the people were
not attentive to his words and, in fact, inflicted physical harm
upon him for having the temerity to address them in such a
fashion.

The great men of mussar over the past two centuries
have placed a greater emphasis on being able to hear the
opinions and criticisms of others. Needless to say, this atti-
tude did not prove to be overly popular even amongst reli-
gious Jews. Yet, it is abundantly clear that having a closed
mind and deaf ears leads to great societal problems, both
personal and national.

In my opinion, not accepting criticism is one of the more
serious failings that exists in our attitudes and behavior pat-
terns. Smugness and self-righteous contentment are truly
enemies of progress and spiritual advancement. The Lord
Himself, so to speak, asks of us to come, debate, and dis-
cuss behavior and problems directly with the Almighty. But
the fear of criticism and the lack of the ability to truly digest
such criticism prevent many such a discussion or debate
from somehow taking place. A little less ego and a lot more
humility and attentiveness to others would certainly stand
us in good stead.
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__RABBI YY JACOBSON

Three Prophets

An intriguing Midrash states that
three of the great Jewish personalities
communicated their prophecies using
an identical Hebrew term, eicha, which
means "how" or "alas."

The first one to utter this word was
Moses.

At the beginning of this week's por-
tion, Devarim, Moses, speaking during
the last weeks of his life, recalls how,
many years earlier, he shared with his
people his profound frustration as the
leader of Israel. "I said to you at that
time, 'l cannot carry you alone...How (ei-
cha) can | carry your contentiousness,
your burdens, and your quarrels if | am
all by myself?™

The second was Isaiah.

In the opening chapter of /saiah, this
extraordinary man of G-d laments the
moral degeneration of Jerusalem and
its Jewish inhabitants 700 years after
Moses' death. "How—eicha—has the
faithful city become a prostitute?" Isaiah
cries. "She was full of justice, righteous-
ness lodged in her, but now, murderers."

The third was Jeremiah.

Jeremiah's heart-wrenching book of
Lamentations, written 200 years after
Isaiah and depicting the bloody destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, opens with the word
"eicha," alas. "Alas—she sits in solitude!
The city that was great with people has
become like a widow."

The Midrash concludes: Said Rabbi
Levi, it is compared to a noblewoman
who had three friends. One saw her in
her negligence, one saw her in her reck-
lessness, and one saw her in her de-
generateness. So did Moses see Israel
in their honor and in their negligence,
and he said, "How will | carry their bur-
den alone?" Isaiah saw them in their
recklessness, and he said, "How has
she become a prostitute..." Jeremiah
saw them in their degenerateness, and
he said, "How does she dwell..."

THREE LINKED MESSAGES
It is logical to assume that the Mi-
drash is not making a random obser-

vation of three people using the same
term. Rather, the Midrash is attempting
to tell us that there exists a subtle link
between the three messages of Moses,
Isaiah, and Jeremiah. It is this connec-
tion that compelled the three prophets
to choose the dramatic term "eicha" for
their conversations with the people of
Israel.

On the surface, no link is visible. Mo-
ses was discussing the enormous bur-
den of leadership, Isaiah, the ugliness of
promiscuity, and Jeremiah, the tragedy
of loss. Yet, the Midrash is hinting to us
that these three messages are not only
intertwined but actually evolve one from
another.

THE TRAGEDY OF SILENCE

What was Moses' complaint? This
great leader "Whom G-d had known
face to face" was not lamenting his
stressful schedule or the lack of time
for leisure. What perturbed Moses was
that he was the only one taking ultimate
responsibility for the fate of the nation.
Others were willing to assist during their
free time, but it was only Moses who felt
that the needs and struggles of the peo-
ple of Israel were his own.

"How (eicha) can | carry your con-
tentiousness, your burdens, and your
quarrels if | am all by myself?" Moses
cries. If only one person is ready to put
himself on the line in the fight for a better
world while others just emit a sigh and
go on with their personal affairs, we are
bound to crumble. The triumph of evil
does not occur as a result of the perpe-
trators of evil per se; it happens because
of the many ordinary men and women
who don't care enough to stand up for
what is right. When ordinary people of
good moral standing lose the courage
or willingness to protest injustice, moral-
ity is dead.

This is what Moses protested: the
notion that ordinary people need not
share equal responsibility in mending
the world, combating immorality, and
transforming human society into an
abode for G-d.

Eicha, says

the Midrash

elsewhere, is com-

prised of the same letters

as the word ayekah, the question G-d
asks Adam after eating from the Tree of
Knowledge: Where are you?! The eicha
becomes a call for ayekah.

The cry of Moses' "How can | carry
you alone" ultimately evolved into the
second stage of degeneration, which
reached its peak during the time of Isa-
iah. "How has the faithful city become a
prostitute?" Isaiah asked. "She was full
of justice, righteousness lodged in her,
but now, murderers."

How indeed? Because Moses was
left alone on the front lines of the battle-
field for goodness and morality. When
multitudes of people of moral stature do
not feel an urgent responsibility to com-
bat the flames of hate and evil burning
in their society, a city once full of justice
becomes, instead, a haven for murder-
ers; a city of light turns into darkness.

Isaiah's call of "How has the faithful
city become a prostitute" evolved into
the third stage of degeneration, when
Jerusalem destroyed itself, reaching
the abyss during the days of Jeremiah.
"Alas—she sits in solitude! The city that
was great with people has become like
a widow," he lamented.

The three "eichas" represent three
levels of moral degeneration: passivity,
destruction, and isolation.

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH SI-
LENCE

The same is true concerning every
crisis—physical or spiritual—that faces
our people today, from mass assimila-
tion to inner conflict and disharmony, to
domestic abuse, teenage despair, and
the dangers of anti-Semitism the world
over. If we rely on "Moses" to do all the
caring for us, our future is endangered.
Every individual ought to lose a little bit
of sleep because of his or her personal
concern about how to bring redemption
to a hurting world.

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night - before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.
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__RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

Davening on Tisha B'av

Although a person is not allowed to learn
Torah on Tisha B'Av, the Shulchan Aruch
writes that whatever is part of davening is al-
lowed. Let us discuss the parameters of this
permission.

SEDER HAYOM IS ALLOWED

The Shulchan Aruch writes that one can
recite Korbanos and Eizehu Mekomun. Why
does the Shulchan Aruch have to spell out
these specific items if they are part of daven-
ing?

The reason Korbanos and Eizehu Meko-
mun were instituted in davening is to make
sure that one learns every day. Being that it
is for learning, maybe it should be skipped on
Tisha B’Av, when one is not allowed to learn.
For this reason, the Shulchan Aruch teaches
us that Korbanos and Eizehu Mekomun be-
came part of davening and are allowed.

As far as reciting Tehillim, the Mishnah
Berurah quotes different minhagim. Some al-
low it by Mincha because it is done as tefillah,
not for learning. Others wait until the next day,
because it is still considered learmning, and one
cannot learn at all on Tisha B'Av.

The Rama writes that we don’t recite Pitum
Haketores. The Mishnah Berurah explains
that since it is not recited by all, it should not
be said. The Sdei Chemed explains that this is
true for the one recited after davening, which is
not recited by all, as Nusach Ashkenaz does
not recite it. In addition, it was instituted to
chase away the mazikim, and is therefore not
considered part of the tefillah.

READING THE FOUR PARSHIOS
WITH TEFILLIN

Many people have the custom to recite
Shema and the four parshios while wearing
tefillin every day. Can one do so when he puts
on the fefillin at Mincha on Tisha B’Av? The
Mishnah Berurah writes that one may not read
the four parshios since it is considered like
learning.

However, many have the custom to read
the four parshios. Some poskim suggest a
source for this from the Magen Avraham, who
allows reciting Tehillim at Mincha based on
the fact that we put on fefillin at Mincha. \What
does he mean? How is wearing fefillin — a real
requirement — a proof to allow reciting Tehillim
which is an “extra? Perhaps he is referring to
the recital of the four parshios, which many
recite when putting on the fefillin. Just as we
can do this “extra,” we can recite Tehillim, as
well. According to this explanation, the Magen

Avraham was assuming that we
can recite the four parshios.

What is the rationale to allow reciting the
four parshios and not consider it learning?
One possible explanation is as follows.

The Gemara (Brochos 13b) states that one
who recites Shema without wearing tefillin is
like testifying against himself and like bringing
a korban without the wine offering. According
to some opinions, this means that a person is
required to wear tefillin while reciting Shema,
while others hold that even if he says Shema
without tefillin it is okay, as long as he puts
on tefillin later in the day. Rav Shlomo Kluger
rules that one must be wearing tefillin when re-
citing Shema, and putting them on later would
not rectify the fact that he recited Shema with-
out tefillin. According to this view, one would
not be allowed to recite Shema when putting
on tefillin by Mincha, since there is nothing to
be gained by reciting Shema when putting on
tefillin.

However, the Shraga Hameir quotes oth-
ers who maintain that if one recites Shema
again with the tefillin, that will help. Accord-
ing to this view, we can allow reciting Shema
again, since this will rectify having said Shema
without fefillin, and it is not just learning Torah.
He quotes the Eishel Avraham, who actually
proves that one can recite Shema without te-
fillin and then recite it again with fefillin, based
on the minhag on Tisha B’Av, when people put
on tefillin by Mincha and recite Shema again.

The Os Chaim and the Kaf Hachaim con-
sider the four parshios part of the seder ha-
yom, just like the other parts of the davening
that are allowed. Since one does so every day,
he can do so on Tisha B'Av as well.

There is a basic difference between the
two reasons for allowing the reciting of Shema
by Mincha. If it is to save the person from false
testimony, that would only be a reason for re-
citing two parshios of Shema, and not Kadesh
and V'haya ki yeviachah. On the other hand, if
the reason for allowing it is because it is a part
of the daily davening, then all four parshios
can be recited.

SUMMARY

All davening is allowed, even the parts that
are Torah, since they are part of the davening.
But some of the “extras,” such as reciting Tehil-
lim and Ketores, are questionable whether or
not they are considered part of the davening.
There is a machlokes if one can recite the four
parshios when donning the tefillin at Mincha.

SHIUR SCHEDULE

KOLLEL BOKER
7:00-8:00AM

Chavrusa learning - Gemara
currently: xn1* naon

Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei
Dyoma and relevant topics

NIGHT KOLLEL
8:15-9:45PM

Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : ox12axX TI2'3 NI3'7n

SHIURIM BY

ROSH KOLLEL

& FEATURED GUEST
SPEAKERS

Daf Yomi | 8:45-9:45 PM

Mishna Yomis | 8:45-9:00 PM
Zera Shimshon Shiur | 8:15-9:00 PM

ADDITIONAL
LEARNING
PROGRAMS:

Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal

Holidays - by acclaimed Guest
Speakers

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Yeshivas Kiymu v'Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim

Shovevim Program / Early Friday
morning learning b'retzifus.

Evening Shuirim in Halacha and
Hashkafa by prominent Morei
Horah

Scan to join
Rabbi Scheiner’'s Weekly
Halacha Whatsapp Group

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
NN Smn

T— |
=

-

«.-845-499-6354
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__HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Lashon Hara Dilemma
THE DILEMMA

Gitty's parents are in town, and she wants to treat them
to a meal at a good restaurant. Knowing that my husband
and | recently ate at HaSeudah, a new Israeli-style restaurant
in town, she asked me if | would recommend it. We thought
the food was great, and the waiter was very friendly, but the
service was too slow. Can | tell Gitty that the food was good
but that the service was poor? Esti
THE HALACHA

When someone asks our opinion on a product or service
they’re considering, it's a to’eles to give advice; this saves the
person from wasting money on something that will be dis-
appointing or of inferior quality. However, we have to choose
our words carefully because the fourth condition of to’eles is
that we must say only what we know and not more. We are
not allowed to exaggerate even slightly. The only problem at
HaSeudah was that the service was slow. If Esti only says that
“the service was poor,” she creates a far worse—and unjusti-
fied—impression of the place. Perhaps Gitty is willing to wait
longer for freshly prepared food and a friendly atmosphere.
By exaggerating, Esti causes an unfair loss to HaSeudah.
Furthermore, even if Esti gives an accurate report, Gitty is not
allowed to believe the report as true.

‘Yayhofchu Yamim Eilu L’sasson Ullesimcha’ ‘ g '

In the early 1700s, the tzaddikim nistarim put in effort to
strengthen Yiddishkeit among Am Yisroel. Yet, it was all in a
way of mussar - rebukes and warings. The message that
came across is that on all sins, even minor sins, G-d will judge
harshly, r.

The Baal Shem-Tov introduced a new method to
strengthen Am Yisroel in Yiddishkeit by inspiring them with
positivity. Most important of all is for Am Yisroel to focus on
their ma’alos and the good that they do, and thus to arouse
rachamei Shamayim.

==== |gros Kodesh HaRaY Yatz, V4 P291.

The Baal Shem Tov was 11 years old when he was ac-
cepted into the group of tzaddikim nistarim, hidden tzaddikim.
Three years later, when he was 14 years old, the Baal Shem
Tov introduced his new positive way. The Baal Shem Tov also
introduced that while the tzaddikim were looking out for the
welfare of the ruchnius of Klal Yisroel, they should also con-
sider and do personal favors b’gashmius for a Yid as needed.
The tzaddikim nistarim accepted his method. It has been very
successful ever since. Many would say that today, this is the
only way.

The Rebbe always encouraged people to busy them-
selves with focusing on and honing their ma‘alos and
strengths and be less busy focusing on and fixing their weak-
nesses.

We should focus and talk about the ma‘alos of Yidden in
general, and then Hashem will do the same. Thus, ‘Yayhof-
chu yamim eilu I'sasson u’lesimcha’l
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“May Hashem, the G-d of your forefathers, add to you a
thousand times as yourselves, and bless you as He has spo-
ken to you.”

Why did Moshe Rabbeinu give a limited brachah to Klal
Yisroel, yet Hashem gave an infinite brachah to Avrohom
Avinu regarding his children? Moshe was not relaying the
message of the brachah from Hashem; rather, he was giv-
ing his own brachah, in addition to the brachah that Hashem
gave. Thus, there is not a contradiction between Hashem’s
brachah and Moshe’s brachah. However, this still doesn’t ex-
plain why Moshe didn’t give Klal Yisroel an infinite brachah,
as Hashem did.

Hashem’s brachah had one caveat. They would only
be zoche if they fulfilled the Torah and its mitzvos. Moshe’s
brachah was unconditional. An additional answer is that had
the posuk said “0my9 97x D>*7v qo* 03,” it would mean that
Klal Yisroel, as they were, should multiply by one thousand.
However now that the posuk says “nmy» q'2x D3> Dd*7y qot,*
it teaches us that, in essence, Moshe’s brachah was infinite.
The posuk is saying that Klal Yisroel, as it were, should dou-
ble one thousand times. Six hundred thousand times two
equals 1.2 million. 1.2 million times two is 2.4 million. If one
does this a thousand times, the number is, for all practical
purposes, infinite. (ax X7y M)

“NMNnwa nrNENRIT 0wt 7y 7aknnn '7” - “All those who
moumn for Yerushalayim will merit to witness her joy” (Taanis
30b). The Gemara leamns from a posuk in Yeshaya 66:10 that
only those who mourn for the loss of the Bais Hamikdash will
be zoche to see it rebuilt. Why does the Gemara say “noir
nxNI”, which is a loshon hoveh, as if one will be zoche now,
as opposed to in the future? R* Chaim Volozhin answers: It
is known that a dead person is eventually forgotten from the
hearts of those who are alive (Pesachim 54b). One cannot be
consoled for a person who he believes to be dead but is really
alive. Yerushalayim is similar to a person. One who mourns
for the loss of the Bais Hamikdash and cannot accept conso-
lation proves that Yerushalayim is not dead. For if Yerushalay-
im were actually dead, one would forget it and stop mourning.
One who moumns the Bais Hamikdash is zoche to see the
simchah now. He realizes that although we do not have the
Bais Hamikdash now, it is still alive and we will be zoche to
see it in its full glory in the future. (j0'2 ')

Moshe was at the end of his life and wanted to impart
an everlasting message to Klal Yisroel. Moshe gave Klal Yis-
roel a brachah that was a finite number, with potential much
beyond that. The amount of brachah could be one thousand
times, many thousands of times, or practically infinite. Klal
Yisroel have potential to be zoche to unlimited brachah. How
does one tap into this great source of brachah? “n1on nmd
197" — We need to show the Ribbono Shel Olam that we did
not forget Him. If we demonstrate our great love for Hashem,
He will reflect it back to us. We must mourn the Bais Hamik-
dash,which is still alive, properly. In this zechus, may we merit
to see the Bais Hamikdash in its full glory, with the coming of
Mashiach pax n'na minna!
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Seize the Moment

"The primary purpose of a man's life is to con-
stantly strive to improve and break his character traits.
Otherwise, what is life for?" Vilna Gaon - Even Shleimah
(1:2)

Every year, the Jewish People prepare for Tisha B'Av
with the Torah reading of Devarim. The focal point is Mo-
ses' final discourse to his beloved nation, an address that
commences with a veiled rebuke and references (albe-
it obliquely) the various low-water marks in our nation's
fledgling career (the Golden Calf, Korach's rebellion, the
infamous reconnaissance mission to Israel). The purpose
of Moses' critique was to identify those areas in our nation-
al psyche, primarily belief and trust in G-d, that needed re-
fortification in order to meet the challenges that lie ahead.

In this respect, our willingness to identify, rectify, and
rise above our imperfections has everything to do with the
approaching Ninth of Av and the particular work of that
unique day of the Jewish calendar. Along these lines, the
Alter from Kelm, Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv (1829-1898) ex-
plained the well-known Gemara (Yoma 9b) that contrasts
the severe sins that preceded the destruction of the First
Temple with the seemingly less culpable sin of sinat chi-
nam (baseless hatred) that brought about the destruction
of the Second Temple and the ensuing 1,900-plus years
of exile.

The quintessential difference between those two eras,
according to the Alter, is the degree to which the Jewish
People stood ready to learn and improve. As such, the
earlier generation's sincere desire to change eclipsed
even the most severe misconduct. In contrast, the latter
generation lacked that genuine impetus to change, and
thus, even seemingly minor misdeeds loomed large, and
their consequences rippled further into the future. Until this
very day.

This Tisha B'Av, we have the opportunity (on both a
national and individual level) to cultivate that sincere de-
sire for genuine growth. For the Jew, self-help is a serious
endeavor with the aim of turning oneself into a better per-
son and, in turn, the world, into a better place.

Tisha B'Av is a long day. It's a quiet day. It's a day that
presents an opportunity for immense internal growth for
those who seek to grow.
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Maariv with Eicha

o»n N et nia
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Maariv and Eicha
Fast begins 8:11 PM

na

Location

910 PM Tentn
9:15 PM Tent &
Words of Inspiration by Rabbi Daniel Coren
followed by Maariv at 9:40 PM
9:15 PM i s
9:23 PM Tent2
9:30 PM 18 Main
9:50 PM Tent2a
10:00 PM Tent T
10:15 PM Tent2
10:30 PM 18 Main
10:45 PM 20 Upstairs
11:00 PM TentT
11:30 PM 18 Main
12:00 AM Tent2

Ladies section open for all Eicha readings

Mincha =0
Tisha B'Av

CHATZOS 102 P
841 PM
810 PM

Mincha

Tallis & Tefillin

Location

Mincha

(Talls & Tefilln

Location

n"a

3:00 PM 18 Main 7:00 PM TentT
3:15PM Tent N 710 PM ...
3:30 PM Tent2 2" Plag
3:45 PM 18 Main 7:20 PM 18 Main
Sefardi Minyan - Bircas Kohanim
FIOEN e 7:30 PM Tent2a
4:15 PM Tent2
= 7:35PM Tentn
4:30 PM 18 Main -
740 PM 20 Upstairs
4:45 PM Tent N AEP
5:00 PM Tenta || shkigaMinyan [  TeNEN
515PM 18 Main 7:50 PM Tent2
530 PM Tent N 7:55 PM Tent 1
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Shachris T

o»n x|

YeTn nna

W& CENTER

isha B'Av

Shacharis Location Shacharis  Location
i i 9:30 AM Tent2
20 Upstai
it — 9:45 AM 18 Mai
525 AM1'i7ni | 18 Main : i
Neitz 5:54 AM | SefardiVasikin 10:00 AM Tent T
7:00 AM Tenta followed by Kinnos [Chabad)
715 AM 18 Main A0S AM Tenta
7:30 AM Tent n A0F0 AN . Sopeam
Words of Inspiration 10:45AM | 20 Upstairs
by Rabbi Yanky Schechter
11:00 AM Tent2
7:45 AM Tenta .
11:15 AM 18 Main
8:00 AM 20 Upstairs
11:30 AM Tent
8:15 AM Tent 1
8:30 AM Tent2 i A Tent2a
8:45 AM 20 Upstairs Jj 12:00PM 18 Main
9:00 AM Tent N 12:15PM Tent2a
9:15 AM Tent 1 12:30 PM Tent

Tent 1 designated for Kinos for all Minyanim

ovn x

Jen ma

Maariv Motzel'l‘lsha B'Av

Shkiya is at
8:10 PM

_TAOPM Tent
8:10 PM Tent N
8:15PM Tent2
8:20 PM Tent 1
8:25 PM Tent2a
8:30 PM Tent 2
8:35PM TentT
8:40 PM Tenta
8:45PM Tent2
8:50 PM Tent T
8:55 PM Tenta
2:00 PM Tenta
9:05 PM Tent 7
9:10 PM Tenta
9:15 PM Tent 2
9:20 PM Tent 1

Maariv every 15 minutes :
9:30 PM-12 AM in Tent N
12 AM-2 AM in 18 Main

Mikvah will be open Motzei Tisha B'Av - Kiddush Levana

na



__RABBI NACHMAN WINKLER

Yeshaya's Vision - Chazon

The choice of the first chapter of Sefer Yeshayahu as the
haftarah for this Shabbat is somewhat curious. The first two se-
lections of the three haftarot of condemnation that precede Tish’a
B’av are understandable as they are the opening visions of the
navi Yirmiyahu, the prophet of the Churban: the destruction of the
Beit Mikdash and the subsequent exile of Israel from her land.
But Sefer Yishayahu, written by the navi known as the prophet of
nechama, of comfort, would seem to be a strange source for the
reading that precedes the day of mourning, marking the destruc-
tion of both Batei Mikdash.

What, then, did Chazal see in the words of this navi of conso-
lation that carries such an important message for this Shabbat?

Although Yeshayahu condemns many types of sinful behav-
ior of which ancient Israel was guilty, practices that would teach
us what angered Hashem and, therefore, what we must avoid, |
am especially moved by the words of G-d Himself that the navi
quotes: “...gam ki tarbu tefillah eineni shome’a,” “...even if you
would increase your prayer, | will not listen.” Even when we dav-
en fervently, Hashem won't listen to our ftefillot?? How can that
be? How can we pray for forgiveness if the forgiving G-d refuses
to even hear those prayers?? All is lost!!?? Is there no chance of
repentance, of return?? What is there for us if we cannot offer our
sincere supplications and entreaties to Hashem? If hearing those
words won't make us cry, what words would? It seems that G-d
is telling us that we have lost our only connection to our Father
in Heaven.

WE TAKE

THE TIME TO
UNDERSTAND
YOUR BUSINESS.

Lument. More than a loan.

JEFFREY BERGER
DIRECTOR
jeffrey.berger@lument.com
216.470.5533

[ LUMENT

DISCOVER ALL WE CAN OFFER AT LUMENT.COM
FANNIE MAE | FREDDIE MAC | FHA | BRIDGE | MEZZANI

Or is that really His message?

Yeshayahu, speaking to the people of his gen-

eration, knew their thoughts and their beliefs very well.
Many in that generation accepted the view of the pagan world
that the more powerful “god” would defeat the less powerful one.
Wars between nations were seen as wars between their respec-
tive “gods.” Unfortunately, such an approach was adopted by
many in Israel as well. The Judeans felt confident that Hashem'’s
“house” could never be destroyed since theirs was the most pow-
erful G-d, Who could not be defeated. For that same reason, they
believed that G-d Himself would never allow others to destroy His
Beit Mikdash because it would prove to the enemies that He was
not the most powerful of all (¢’v). So they kept on sacrificing and
praying, although not improving their characters.

And so, G-d teaches them that prayers and sacrifices are
not guarantees because they brought no change in the people’s
behavior. The purpose of any worship is to draw one closer to
Hashem. When prayers and sacrifices are offered merely as “in-
surance policies” and not through a sincere desire to understand
what G-d wants of us, searching to know what we can do in order
to endear ourselves to the Divine, they are useless. If you pray
regularly and continue to sin regularly, G-d does not accept your
prayers. Worse, He doesn'’t even listen to them because they are
meaningless. We are challenged to leave the beit knesset after
our fefillot feeling changed, uplifted, closer to Hashem. That is
what Hashem wants.

Lument is a subsidiary of ORIX Corporation USA. *Securities, Investment Banking and Adyv|

Investment advisory services are provided by Lument Investment Management, LLC, regig
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LEAH SCHEINER

nutritionist

%, 845499 7768
= leah.scheiner@gmail.com

# 6 Rose Garden Way
Monsey Ny, 10952

Leah’s Lifestyle offers individual
and group based nutrition and
weight loss coaching to women
in the monsey area.

TisharBiAV ATternoon
2:00=3:00:PM

20/ Upstairs

Streaming Live
torahanytime.com
= Dial in phone hotline
USA 718-298-2077
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Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
10:45 AM
18 Upstairs
[Children]

Rabbi Daniel Coren
1:00 PM
Tent2a

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
2:00PM :
Tent2

olocaust Survivor

’ Borger Wandel
Nourished by Faith

A Story of Perseverance

Tisha B’Av Afternoon
3:00-4:00 PM

20 Upstairs



Breakfast in honor of the birth of a baby girl to
our beloved Gabbai Srully Turkeltaub

Cheder Ohr Hatorah learning about the Keilim Mikvah hands-on

- "fT] w0 b -
i 1 - r
S - ] & =
|

The new Dirshu Amud Yomi Shiur with R’ Yoel Steinberg The Young Guys Kollel on Sundays with R' Krisch

JULY 30, 2025
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Tikun Chatzos Rabbi Eliezer Abish
Tlsh a B' AV Lecturer and Author of Portraits of Prayer
100AM -n77anxn  Kinnos Explained
1:00 PM - DI'n NIxN T
' : Tisha B’Av Morni
18 Main Bais Medrash 3?4? AM yto%g'&g
Tent N

Men and Women welcome
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ornux L S warama ~  BEIN IhlZ ﬂ r'f[
By

1LY mr" gh...

wlll be S

1TY] 712 NN
’,_;'P.. o

'- >
e l

et P

i

b

i f

ey xry, > P
P "

Night Learning Program

9:45-11:15PM
18 Main Bais Medrash

For more information

Rabbi Zevi Hammelburger
845-200-3720 ext 2

In Tent 2

Tent 1designated for
Kinos for all Minyanim
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LinkedIn Training

One on One Personal Sessions

Utilize LinkedIn
like a Pro!

Build your network and
grow your business with

LinkedIn Strategy OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Presented by
Heshy Friedman

Founder of Azurite Marketing Group

WILLS & TRUSTS

Offered in personal hourly

classes in our Pomona office, ELDER LAW

oron Zoom

« Professionally PROBATE

Optimize your Profile ;cllass: :;::

classes:

. Content Strategy 3 classes: $515 TRUST ADMINISTRATION

& Posting

For more information, visit

» Grow your Network www.azuritemg.com/linkedih HALACHIC WILLS
» Post Commenting &

Feed Review 1-._ (845) 637-3523 TAX PLAN N I NG
AR MEDICAID PLANNING
ESTATE PLANNING

SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN SERVICE AND STYLE SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
ASSET PROTECTION PLANNING

WOD'1SOdVINVYH

GET ABETTER LOOK

AT EVERY ANGLE Lo
WITH EYEWEAR FROM

SM = i Haas & Zaltz, L.1.p

ODT\CAL

Emanuel Haas, £sq.  Ari J. Zaltz, Esq.

845.425.3900

MONSEY: 39 MAIN STREET INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
POMONA: 1581 US-202 365 ROUTE 59, SUITE 231 AIRMONT, NY 10952

845.517.5459

JULY 30, 2025 13




ornnx !l Jermma

COMMUNTTY LEARMWIRG CENTER

isha B’Av Boys Program
Rabbi Auslander 9:45 AM-10:45 AM The New Inspirational Film by
Rabbi Scheiner 10:45 AM-11:00 AM Yoel Gold
Rabbi Horowitz 11:00 AM-11:30 AM
Rabbi Wincelberg 11:30 AM-12:00 PM
Video Presentation 12:00 PM-1:00 PM
9:45 AM - 1:00 PM R :
. ; 18 Upstairs - Rabbi Coren’s Office

18 Upstairs, Heichal HaTorah

For Women:
18 Upstairs - Shiur/Conference Room

LLLL n

A
orn x| ) wrtnma I

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTLR

_1.-_.-—

EXPERIENCE THE PAIN OF THE CHURBAN LIVE FROM

ik~

20 UPSTAIRS

s

YERUSHALAYIM WITH NOTED TOUR GUIDE AND : : : L——..,- :; ’ g
LECTURER R’ YEHOSHUA YANKELEWITZ ‘r"s "B \j A em‘IOOI'I &
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 | 11:45 AM :_*_A.__‘%, _D.20) _ 6 30 pM —

| or more info: 845- 73-4665

14 DEVARIM



CONQUER YOUR CLUTTER WITH
A SHED FROM BACKYARD KINGDOM 4

CUSTOM SHEDS TO SUIT YOUR SPACE AND
TO GIVE YOU THE SPACE YOU NEED.

PAVILIONS | SWING SETS | SHEDS |
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS | GAZEBOS

Our custom sheds are a beautiful way to store your bikes,
strollers, sukkahs, gardening supplies and more. OQur Amish
builders use construction grade materials to ensure that each
shed is sturdy and weatherproof; built to last, protecting your
belongings from the elements and from predators. Get your
personalized shed today and reclaim your space.

888.950.0033

BACKYARD

S backyardkingdom.com KINGDOM info@backyardkingdom.com
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A king once gifted his son a beautiful set of royal clothing,
but the prince was careless and ruined it. The king gave him
a second set, only for it to be ruined again. For the third, he
withheld the garments, showing them to his son each year
and saying, “When | see you're ready, I'll give them to you.”
The Kedushas Levi explains that this is the essence of Shab-
bos Chazon. Hashem reveals the third Beis HaMikdash—not
physically, but as a vision—and tells us, “When you show
you're prepared, I'll grant it to you.”

Sefer Devarim reviews the Torah and opens with Moshe
recalling his victories over Sichon and Og. Oddly, Moshe
needed Hashem's reassurance only with Og. Rashi explains
that Og had a merit: he once told Avraham that Lot had been
captured, which led to Lot's rescue. Although Og’s intent was
selfish—he hoped Avraham would die so he could take Sar-
ah—the act still carried merit.

This seems puzzling. Why should an act fueled by lustful
intent earn reward? Rav Dovid Kviat teaches that even mitz-
vos done with selfish motivations—like giving tzedakah for
one’s child's success—still count. Og’s act led to saving Lo,
regardless of the underlying intent. Rav Zundel Salanter em-
phasizes that Moshe feared Og because even a single mitz-
vah has immense power. If Moshe worried about Og’s one
act, then how great is the power of a mitzvah done with pure
intent by any Jew.

Moshe is a model of how to age well. With the increase in
life expectancy, this has become a significant and challenging
issue for many of us. How do we grow old, yet stay young?

George Vaillant, in his book Aging Well and Triumphs of
Experience, shares two dimensions that are particularly rel-
evant in the case of Moshe. The first is what he calls genera-
tivity, namely, taking care of the next generation. Generativity
is often marked by undertaking new projects, often voluntary
ones, or by learning new skills. Its marks are openness and
care.

The other key element is what Vaillant calls becoming
the keeper of the meaning. By this, he means the wisdom
that comes with age. Being a keeper of the meaning means
handing on the values of the past to the future. Age brings the
reflection and detachment that allows us to stand back and
not be swept along by the mood of the moment, the passing
fashion, or the madness of the crowd. We need that wisdom,
especially in an age as fast-paced as ours, where huge suc-
cess can come to people still quite young.

What is striking about the book of Devarim, set entirely in
the last month of Moshe’s life, is how it shows the aged, but
still passionate and driven, leader focusing on the twin tasks
of generativity and keeper of the meaning.

It would have been easy for Moshe to retire into an inner
world of reminiscence, recalling the achievements of an ex-
traordinary life. Or, he could have brooded on his failures;
above all, the fact that he would never physically enter the
land to which he had spent forty years leading the nation.

16 DEVARIM

Tishah B’Av is a time to reflect not only on de-
struction, but also on rebuilding. The Beis HaMik-
dash was destroyed by sinas chinam, but it can be
rebuilt with ahavas chinam. Even one act can tip the scales.
We often underestimate our power—one sincere gesture of
kindness reverberates across generations. Just as Og’s im-
pure action earned merit, our pure intentions can restore what
was lost.

Rav Chaim Weintraub, known for inspiring at-risk youth in
Israel, once suffered the heartbreaking loss of a three-year-
old son. During shivah, some gang-affiliated teens he had
mentored came to honor the boy by committing to keep one
Shabbos—no phones, no smoking, no driving. Someone
questioned, “It's sweet, but what difference does one Shab-
bos make?” Rav Chaim replied, “To have my child back for
even one Shabbos, I'd give everything | own. Now, our Father
in Heaven will have eight sons back for one Shabbos—imag-
ine His joy.”

As we approach Shabbos Chazon and Tishah B'Av, we
must realize that even one moment of connection matters.
Even just one Shabbos. Just one tefillah. One thought that
says, “Hashem, | miss You.” In that moment, we’re not just
remembering a building—we’re reconnecting with our Father,
awaiting the day on which He hands us back the royal gar-
ments.

g

Y |
Moshe did neither of those things. Instead, in his ‘ )
last days, he turned his attention to the next gener-
ation and embarked on a new role. No longer Moshe
the liberator and lawgiver, he took on the task for which he
has become known to tradition: Moshe Rabbeinu, “Moshe
our teacher.” It was, in some ways, his greatest achievement.

He told the young lsraelites who they were, where they
came from, and what their destiny was. He gave them laws
and did so in a new way. No longer was the emphasis on the
Divine encounter, as it had been in Shemot, or on sacrifices,
as it was in Vayikra, but rather, on the laws in their social con-
text.

He spoke about justice, care for the poor, consideration
for employees, and love for the stranger. He set out the fun-
damentals of Jewish faith in a more systematic way than in
any other book of Tanach. He told them of G-d’s love for their
ancestors and urged them to reciprocate that love with all their
heart, soul, and might. He renewed the covenant, reminding
the people of the blessings they would enjoy if they kept faith
with G-d and the curses that would befall them if they did not.
He taught them the great song in Ha’azinu and gave the
tribes his deathbed blessing.

Moshe showed us the meaning of generativity, leaving
behind a legacy that would outlive him, and what it is to be a
keeper of meaning, summoning all his wisdom to reflect on
past and future, giving the young the gift of his long experi-
ence. By way of personal example, he showed us what it is to
grow old while staying young.



_ZERA SHIMSHON

Pursuing Peace

We find ourselves in the time period of the three weeks
in which the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, primarily due
to the sin of baseless hatred, sina‘as chinam. Therefore, in
rectification, ahavas chinam is something that should be
focused on and worked upon during these days.

The Mishna says (Avos 1:12), “Be from among the
students of Aharon, love peace, and run after peace.” The
Zera Shimshon asks: Why does the Mishna have to pref-
ace that one should be from the students of Aharon? If the
Mishna is trying to teach one to pursue peace, this intro-
duction appears to be unnecessary. The lesson is clearly
expressed without it.

The Zera Shimshon explains that this introduction is
actually a very important indicator of how one should pur-
sue peace. When pursuing peace, it is possible to make
the following mistake. The Gemara says (Pesachim 113b)
that someone who sees his friend sin is allowed to hate
him. One would think that, this being the case, there is
no peace with sinners, and they would not have been in-
cluded in a simple statement said by the Mishna that one
should pursue peace. The fact that the Mishna makes the
introduction that one should be from among the students
of Aharon is actually a teaching of how one should pursue
peace with sinners.

Aharon's method was to show a very friendly face
to sinners. This would cause them to have remorseful
thoughts. They would think to themselves, “If Aharon
would only know what a sinner | was, he would not be so
friendly towards me.” This would cause them to repent. By
being on good terms with everyone, Aharon caused even
sinners to come closer to Hashem. This is why the Mish-
na prefaces the statement that one should pursue peace
with the statement that one should be from the students
of Aharon, to teach how peace should be made with the
wicked in order to bring them back and not totally alienate
them.

Elsewhere, in a lesson along similar lines, the Zera
Shimshon explains another Mishna.

The Mishna says (Avos 4:20), X ' ni7wa 0T ',
always be the first one to greet others. A seemingly contra-
dictory statement is taught by the Zohar (1:171b) that one
may not greet sinners unless they greeted him first.

The Zera Shimshon explains that this does not mean
that one may not be the first one to greet sinners; rather,
the wording of the Zohar is very specific. It says that one
may not greet the wicked with ni'?w. This does not mean
that one may not greet them before they've greeted him.
It means that since they are wicked, one may not use the
word shalom to greet them, since Shalom is the name of
Hashem. When the aforementioned Mishna says that one
should be the first to greet others, it says one should ask
DI, regarding the welfare, of others. Therefore, it does
not contradict the teaching of the Zohar, since it doesn't
mean that one should greet everyone using the word sha-
lom. Rather, it means that one should inquire about their
welfare.

n"a

ornax (Y wamama

MASTER A MASECHTA
D'NOS Noon

WITH
RABBI YOEL STEINBERG

Sunday-Thursday

9:00 PM
18 MAIN BAIS MEDRASH

ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR

BY RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM BURGER
THURSDAY 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)
Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group

«
=
X
»

SCHEDULE

ornnx Y enmnna

IMMLIRTY LTARSING CENTER

JOIN US FOR A NEW SHIUR IN

RAMBAM

VTnNnN 99D

WITH

RABBI TZVIRUBIN, MSW

FRIDAY MORNINGS
9:30-10:00 AM

18 Main Bais Medrash

Breakfast will be served |

JULY 30, 2025

17



JOKES

Dinner at the Restaurant

A young couple got married and moved into their
new apartment. It took two weeks to finish
putting away all the presents they received from
family and friends. Since this was a new place, the
process took some time.

A week later, they received two dinner tickets in
the mail for a very fancy and popular restaurant
where reservations had to be made weeks in
advance. They were very excited and warmed by
the gesture of the person who sent this. Inside the
envelope, however, was only a small piece of
paper with a single line: "Guess who sent this."
The pair had a lot of fun trying to identify the
° donor, but failed in the effort. They went to the

‘ restaurant and had a wonderful time. On their
return home late at night, still trying to guess the
identity of the unknown sponsor, they found the

apartment stripped of every article of value.

And on the bare table in the dining room was a
piece of paper on which was written in the same

handwriting as the enclosure with the tickets:

"Now you know!"

I The Shidduch Date

__BIDERMAN

After being with his shidduch date for an hour, the
man was more than ready to call it a night. Earlier,
he had secretly arranged to have a friend call him
on the phone so he would have an excuse to leave if
something like this happened.

His phone rang and he left to answer it. When he
returned to the table, he lowered his eyes, put on a
grim expression, and said, "I have some bad news.
My grandfather just fell."

"Thank heavens," his date replied. "If yours hadn't,
mine would have had to!"

What do dentists call x-rays? Tooth pics
Where do waiters with one leg work? IHOP
How does NASA organize a party? They planet
What did the janitor say when he jumped out of the
closet? Supplies!!

How do scientists freshen their breath? Experi-mints
Why don't scientists trust atoms? They make up
everything.

What is the best way to criticize your boss? Very
quietly
What do you call a magician who has lost his magic?
Ian

Handyman 'To Do’ List

I hired a handyman and gave him a list. When I
got home, only items #1, 3, & 5 were done.
Turns out he only does odd jobs.

Coin Instruction

A grade school teacher was instructing her
students on the value of coins. She took a
half-dollar and laid it on her desk. "Can any of
you tell me what it is?" she asked.

From the back of thgl_rcl)o'm came the answer:
1w al s‘II

18 DEVARIM

RABBI ELIMELECH

Business
Someone complained to Rebbe Hershele of Lisk
zt that a competitor opened a store near his shop, and
he is worried that his pamassah will suffer. Rebbe Her-
shele Lisker responded with the following mashal:

Aperson owned a chicken, and every day, he threw
some breadcrumbs into the coop.

One day, he bought another chicken and putitin the
coop. The first chicken worried the “newcomer” would
eat up all the food, so it pecked at the new chick and
ripped out its feathers.

The owner watched this and thought to himself,
"Chicken! Why don't you understand? | know that two
birds are now in the coop, and | will putin a double por-
tion, so there will be enough for both of you."

Rebbe Hershele Lisker ztl explained, "Hashem
gives pamassah. And now that two people have the
same business, Hashem will send a greater portion.
He will provide for both of you. There is no reason to
worry."

Someone saw partners working in a field. One dug
holes in the ground, and the other filled the holes with
earth again.

He asked them, "Why are you doing this? What
purpose is there in digging holes if you fill them again?"

They replied, "We usually work in groups of three.
One digs a hole, one puts in a sapling, and the third
covers it with earth. Today, the partner that usually plac-
es the sapling into the earth didn't show up, but we fig-
ured that just because he isn't here doesn't mean we
shouldn't do our job."

Hashem is our partner in everything we do. We
can't do anything on our own. Without the primary part-
ner, all work is futile.

A businessman had an important meeting sched-
uled during the Nine Days. He asked Reb Moshe Fein-
stein zt'| whether he may shave his beard to look pre-
sentable at the meeting.

Reb Moshe ruled that it is forbidden to shave during
the Nine Days. A business meeting doesn't make it per-
mitted.

But the businessman feared his unshaven face
would ruin his chances of closing the deal, so he
shaved.

Initially, the meeting went well. They were ready
to sign a contract, but then one of the businessmen
asked, "How do we know that we can trust you? Can
you prove to us your honesty in business?"

The Yid replied, "You don't have to worry. | am a reli-
gious Jew, and | follow the Torah. The Torah mandates
stringent business ethics, so you can trust me."

"You're a Jew?" one of the non-Jewish business-
men interjected. "l know Jews don't shave this time of
year. But you are clean-shaven. | see that you aren't
loyal to your religion. If you aren't loyal to your religion,
how can we trust you will be honest in business?"

The deal fell through.

This happens when one tries to do business while
ignoring the primary Partner.
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