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In Parshas Balak, we find a unique reference to
Hashem'’s love for the Jewish people: 11 7 nynni.
The words seem to refer to the blowing of trumpets
for the King. However, Rashi says that the word nynn
means friendship. Hashem finds us endearing to Him.
He loves us; he is our 0, re’ah, our friend, something
unique to the Jewish people. How can we be zoche to
this friendship? Firstly, if we recall our discussion a few
weeks back on Parshas Beha'aloscha regarding the
trumpets that the Jewish people were commanded to
use when gathering the Jewish people, we mentioned
a beautiful peirush on Tehillim regarding the word ter-
uah, which contains three meanings. One is crying out
with trumpets to Hashem, the second is conquering
the yetzer hara, and the third is friendship.

Hashem works middah keneged middah — if we
embrace and love others, Hashem embraces and ex-
presses His love for us, too.

If we were to implement all three definitions, we
could be much more certain that we will see the geulah
very soon.

The Chafetz Chaim would remind his students that
when news comes from the other side of the world,
it's a bas kol for the Jews. If nations are fighting, and
certainly, if missiles are flying into Israel and sirens are
going off, it's a message from Hashem: naiwxi "7z niw
Dd>'7x — return to Me. When a siren goes off or we
hear any news that is equivalent to a siren, the real re-
sponse is to stop and say o7k XIn 0 or m'm Ty 'R
or 7x ' ynw. These are all statements that express
our acceptance that the world is running only in accor-
dance with Hashem'’s will. Yes, we must do hishtadlus,
but the thought process has to be spiritual, asking and
beseeching Hashem to help us. At the same time, we
must use the teruah to accept on ourselves to have
ahavas Yisrael for each other. And lastly, we must ac-
cept upon ourselves to break a bad middah that we
struggle with.

May we see the Geulah very soon.

in R'Coren’s
office every Wednesday at 9:00 PM

Hachana L'Shabbos Shiur in 20 Upstairs
every Wednesday at 9:45 PM

COUNTING DOWN UNTI

O DAYS

| still remember vividly one of the strangest ads |
have ever seen. When | was much younger, a restaurant in
my neighborhood was promoting its special menu for the Nine
Days, including fish specials, tofu dishes, and veggie burgers.
But it was the final line in the ad, bold and in large letters, that
caught my attention: “It will be the best Nine Days you ever had.”

Best Nine Days you ever had? That is like saying, “We have
an amazing menu planned for you. This will be the best shiva
you will ever sit.” We don't refrain from meat and wine during
the Nine Days as a way to expand our palettes or as motivation
to get us to experiment with new recipes.

Our prophets tell us that the destruction was caused by the
cruelty we showed others. We criticized, marginalized, judged,
and neglected those who needed our help and support. We
made the vulnerable feel invisible, lonely, and outcast. As a re-
sult, yashva badad, Hashem made us feel that way among the
nations.

Perhaps the reason we don'’t give shalom, we don't say
hello to each other on Tisha B’Ay, is so that each of us experi-
ences what it feels like to be an outcast, lonely, estranged, and
deserted. By not exchanging greetings, by not saying hello, we
learn what it feels like to be badad.

If we want to transform Tisha B’Av from a day of mourning in
which we are forbidden to greet to a holiday, we must transform
these Nine Days into days in which we are running to say hello,
to offer warm greetings to one another. We must rush to make
everyone feel and know they belong.

Casually reaching out to people in our social circles can
mean more than we realize.

Someone who moved from another community shared with
me that where they are from, on Shabbos, people walk right by
each other. In fact, if you say “Good Shabbos,” someone will
give you a funny look and ask, “Do we know each other? Do |
know you? Why are you talking to me?” In that community, smil-
ing and greeting every person you pass is weird and peculiar
and makes you stand out.

If we want to bring Moshiach, if we want to repair and
redeem this world, we need to create a culture in which it is
strange and peculiar not to say hello to everyone we meet.
Wishing "Good Shabbos” to all we pass must become the stan-
dard, the default.

The Baal Shem Tov was a proponent of Nine Days siyums.
He suggested promoting siyums widely and publicly and spe-
cifically inviting many others to attend and participate. But here
is the catch. While he encouraged a daily siyum, he also advo-
cated that no meat be eaten at the meal marking the siyum. The
purpose of the gathering should be simply to say hello to each
other, to socialize and greet and communally bask in the light of
Torah leamning and Torah living. Attending such a siyum each
night can truly make it the best Nine Days you've ever had.

On Tisha B'Av, we can't greet, we can't fix the problem, we
sit on the floor and cry about the churban going on around us,
and in too many cases, inside us. We cry and we grieve for
the pain, but we must be prepared to get up off the floor and
do something about it, to reach out and ensure that no one is
alone.

At the end of Tisha B’av, we are allowed to break the fast,
but the question is which fast will we break first: our fasting from
food or from friends? Will we reach first for a coffee or our cell
phone? Will we first consume or will we first connect?

JULY 9, 2025

3



__RABBI YY JACOBSON

Anxiety as an Opportunity
PART Il
CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK

The Austrian-British philosopher Lud-
wig Wittgenstein (1889-1951), who had
three Jewish grandparents and was con-
sidered by many to be one of the greatest
philosophers of the 20th century, once
said that his aim as a philosopher was "to
show the fly the way out of the fly bottle."
The fly keeps banging its head against
the glass in a vain attempt to get out. The
more it tries, the more it fails, until it drops
from exhaustion. The one thing it forgets
to do is look to the sky.

Every experience in life can be seen
from two dimensions: from a concrete,
Earthly perspective, or from a higher,
more sublime vantage point, appreciat-
ing its true nature and meaning from the
Divine perspective. There is the “snake”
down here, and there is the very same
“snake” up there. | can experience my
challenges, struggles, and difficulties in
the way they are manifested down here.
But | can also look at these very same
struggles from a more elevated point of
view. The circumstances may not change,

but their meaning and significance will.
From the “downer’ perspective, these
challenges, curveballs, painful confronta-
tions, and realizations can throw me into
despair or drain me of my sap. From the
“higher” perspective, the way G-d sees
these very same realities, every challenge
contains the seeds for rebirth. Within ev-
ery crisis lies the possibility of a new and
deeper discovery.

Many of us know this from our per-
sonal stories. Events that at the time
were so painful to endure, in retrospect,
were those that inspired the most growth.
Those painful events moved us from the
surface to the depths, challenging us to
become larger than we ever thought we
could be and stimulating conviction and
clarity unknown to us before.

This is not about suppressing the pain.
On the contrary, it is about taking the pain
back to its deepest origin; going with it
back to its primal source, seeing it for what
it really is in its pristine state.

To perceive clarity from the midst of
agonizing turmoil, we must train ourselves
to constantly look upward. When faced
with a “snake,” with a challenge, many

people look to their right or
to their left. Either they fight or

they cave in. But there is another path:
look upwards. See the “snake” from the
perspective above.

And in that upward gaze, you might
find a new sense of healing. The ques-
tions might become the very answers,
the problems may become the solutions,
and the venom may become the cure.
Remarkably, snakebites today are cured
with anti-venom manufactured from small
guantities of snake venom that stimulate
the production of antibodies in the blood.

It's the same idea taught by Moses:
The source of the affliction itself becomes
the remedy. This is true in all areas of life.
As viewed by the Creator, from the per-
spective above, transgression is the po-
tential for a new self-discovery. Failure is
the potential for deeper success, holes in
a marriage are the seeds of “renovation”
to recreate a far deeper relationship, the
end of an era is always the beginning of a
new one, pain is a springboard for deeper
love, and frustration is the mother of a new
awareness.

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night - before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.
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Hishtadlus in the U.S. to
Free the Rebbe Rayyatz in
1927

Continued from the previous week:
The RaYYatz: Admur Yosef Yitzchok, 6th
Chabad Rebbe’s arrest

Rabbi Robbinowitz got the telegram that
the RaYYatz* was arrested. He knew that
there was no time to waste.

Rabbi Robbinowitz called his son Peretz,
who was a prominent lawyer in Springfield,
Massachusetts, and told him, “Stop what
you are doing and go with your brother Os-
car to Washington, D.C., in order to save the
Lubavitcher Rebbe’s life. No time can be
lost.”

Oscar lived in Boston and worked in the
Internal Revenue Service. In Washington,
all the doors were open for him. He did a lot
of hishtadlus on behalf of his brethren. He
knew all, and they all knew him.

They went by train to Washington. The
first office they went to was that of Associ-
ate Chief Justice Brandeis. His secretary

said to Oscar, “It is good to see you.” Oscar
said, “l need to see Chief Justice Brandeis.”
The secretary said, “Sorry, but the court is in
session, and he is not seeing anybody. Put
your name down, and you will see him in
a month.” Oscar said, “But | must see him
NOW.” Right at that moment, who came in
from the hall? The chief justice himself. He
said, “Oscarl What is it? You look pale.”
Oscar said, “It's not me, it's the Lubavitcher
Rebbe Schneersohn. He was arrested by
the communist Russian government and
charged with counter-revolutionary activity.”
Associate Chief Justice Brandeis comment-
ed, “Rabbi Isaac Shneerson, the prince of
Israel.”

He said to Oscar, “Come into my office.”
He pressed a buzzer, and in came Mr. Co-
hen. Mr. Cohen was the chief justice’s assis-
tant and right-hand man. “l need you to go
now with these men to these three senators
to save Rabbi Schneerson from the injus-
tice being done to him. Explain to them in
my name that there are 300 synagogues in
the United States with 50,000 members of

taxpaying voters who get their
spiritual nourishment from this
important rabbi, and therefore,
his well-being is of great interest to

the United States.”

When the senators saw Mr. Cohen and
the Rabbinowitz brothers with the message
of the chief justice and were told of the ur-
gency and the imminent danger the Rebbe
was in, they immediately went to the State
Department.

The State Department immediately sent
a telegram to Russia that read: “Free Rabbi
Isaac Joseph Schneersohn. He has done
no crime.”

Wherever there was a free country with
a U.S. embassy, our government urged
them to do the same, and the pressure on
the Russian government came from all dif-
ferent countries.

Coming from this Chag Hageulah, Yud
Beis Tammuz, may Hashem bring us the
geulah of Klal Yisroel and the entire world,
and may the upcoming days turn into happy
and joyous ones!




RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

Two Perspectives on Bircas
Eirusin

We have seen that there is a dif-
ference of opinion whether the Bir-
cas Eirusin recited on the kiddushin
is a bircas hamitzvah or a bircas
ha’shvach. We will now explore some
more nafka minos between the two
perspectives.

There is an age-old question as
to who has the right to choose the
mesader kiddushin, the one who
officiates and will recite the brocha.
This may depend on our question. If
the mesader kiddushin is reciting the
brocha on behalf of the chosson, then
it is logical for the chosson to be the
one to choose who should be his em-
issary. However, if it is a general bro-
cha of praise to Hashem, then it is not
necessarily in the chosson’s domain.

However, as was already men-
tioned, the B'tzeil Hachachma writes
that even if it is a bircas ha'shvach, it
is the chosson who has the obligation
to recite the brocha, and therefore, it
should be up to the chosson to de-
cide. He proves this notion from the
words of Rav Akiva Eiger (E"H 34:1),
who discusses an interesting ques-
tion.

There is a question as to when this
brocha is recited. Should it be recit-
ed before the kiddushin or after the
kiddushin? \What happens, wonders
Rav Akiva Eiger, if in the chosson’s
locale, the minhag is to recite the bro-
cha before, whereas in the kallah’s
locale, the minhag is to recite the bro-
cha after. Which minhag should be
followed? Rav Akiva Eiger writes that,
since it is the chosson’s mitzvah, the
mesader kiddushin should follow the
minhag of the chosson. This, says
the Btzeil Hachachma, is proof that
the brocha is being recited on behalf
of the chosson, and therefore, he has
the right to choose.

IS THE BROCHA RECITED BEFORE
OR AFTER THE KIDDUSHIN?
Another nafka mina can be wheth-

er the brocha should be
recited before or after the
kiddushin. Additionally, even accord-
ing to the prevalent minhag that the
brocha is recited before the kiddush-
in, what is the halachah if they forgot
to recite the brocha before the kiddu-
shin? Can it still be recited after the
kiddushin?

Once again, this should depend
on our question. If the brocha is a bir-
cas ha'shvach, it is never too late to
praise Hashem, and the brocha can
still be recited after the kiddushin, just
as we praise Hashem after the fact
when seeing lightning and the like.
But, if it is a bircas hamitzvah, it must
be recited before the performance of
the mitzvah, following the regulation
that all brochos must be recited pri-
or to the performance of the mitzvah.
Generally speaking, the halachah is
that once a mitzvah was performed,
one can no longer recite the bircas
hamitzvah.

However, this is not so simple.
Even ifitis a bircas hamitzvah, it may
be possible to recite it afterwards.
The Tur writes that some are of the
opinion that even if it is a bircas ham-
itzvah, the brocha is recited after the
kiddushin is performed. This is based
on the general rule that when a mitz-
vah is dependent on others, there is
a concern that the other parties in-
volved will not follow through, thereby
nullifying the mitzvah and invalidating
the brocha. Similarly, due to the con-
cern that the bride may not agree to
accept the kiddushin, there are opin-
ions that the brocha should be recited
after the kiddushin.

IN SUMMARY

We have seen some nafka minos
if the brocha is a bircas hamitzvah or
a bircas ha’shvach in regard to who
chooses the mesader kiddushin and
when the brocha is recited.
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“Who has counted the dust of Yaakov or numbered a
quarter of Yisroel?” Rashi says that this possuk should be
understood the way Onkelos translates it: Who can count
Klal Yisroel, of whom it has been said that they shall be
as numerous as the dust of the earth? (Bereishis 13:16).
Rashi provides another p’shat. “Apy' "1oy” implies that there
can be no calculation of the commandment that Klal Yis-
roel fulfills with dust. Some examples of mitzvos that they
fulfill with dust are not plowing a field with an ox and a don-
key together, not planting kilayim (mixed seeds), ashes of
a cow, and the dust of the Sotah. This parsha is the discus-
sion of Bilam explaining to Balak why he cannot curse Klal
Yisroel. What is the significance of the mitzvos of the “Yoy”
whereby Bilam cannot curse Klal Yisroel?

The Yalkut Shimoni explains on this possuk of “oy”
that it refers to Klal Yisroel, who wear Shabbos and Yom
Tov clothing and get themselves dirty with “3ov¥” going to
hear divrei Torah from the elders. The Ben Ish Chai ex-
plains that we are to learn from this Midrash that we must
go above and beyond for the Ribbono Shel Olam and for
the Torah Hakdosha. If one performs his obligation, he is
not demonstrating love. However, if one goes above and
beyond the call of duty, that shows love and dedication.
The Midrash is teaching us that Klal Yisroel are ready to
get themselves dirty with “yoy”, dirt; to go above and be-
yond their obligations to demonstrate their true love for Ha-
kodosh Boruch Hu and the Torah Hakdosha.

There are responsibilities that a person has to others,
and fulfiling those responsibilities in no way shows love for
the other person. If a husband buys something for his wife
that he is not obligated to, that shows his love for her. His
doing more than he has to is what demonstrates that love.

Bilam said that he could not curse Kilal Yisroel because
of the power of “Yoy”. Klal Yisroel are children of the Ribbo-
no Shel Olam. It is the zechus of the Torah Hakdosha that
Klal Yisroel leamns that sustains the entire world. We must
get ourselves dirty and dusty in our pursuit of Torah study.
Doing the minimum, performing our obligations, does not
show true love of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Even if it is hard
for us, we must make the time to learn Torah. It does not
have to be all at once, but we must constantly be striving
higher. One who does not leam at all should start with once
or twice a week. He will hopefully recognize how his To-
rah study changes his life and will seek to learn more and
more.

It is that power of “You”, the power of going the extra
mile in our avodas Hashem, that is what defeats our en-
emies. At the same time, we must note the other power
of the “yov”, of always remaining humble. No matter how
much we achieve, we must know that we can only do so
with the help of Hashem, and we have no reason to be
arrogant. May we be zoche to show Hakodosh Boruch Hu
how much we love Him, and in that zechus, none of our
enemies will have any power over us.

Bilam was an arrogant man who craved honor and
prestige. He despised Bnai Yisrael even more than
Balak did and very much wanted to place a curse
upon them. Therefore, when Hashem told him, “Don’t
go with them,” Bilam heard, “Don’t go with these men
whom Balak sent to you, but go with more distinguished
figures when he sends them to you!” Bilam heard not
what Hashem actually told him but, rather, what he
wanted Hashem to tell him.

The Gemara in Masechet Gittin (45a) tells the story
of Rabbi llish, who was being held captive together with
another man. One day, a raven came and began chirp-
ing. Rabbi llish turned to his fellow captive and asked
if he understood the language of the birds. The man
answered in the affirmative and explained that the bird
was saying, “llish, escape!” Rabbi llish realized that the
bird was informing him that it was safe for him to run
away from captivity. However, he knew that ravens can-
not be trusted, so he did not try to escape. Sometime
later, a dove came and began chirping. Once again, the
Rabbi’s fellow inmate told him that the bird was urging
him to escape. Rabbi llish followed the dove’s advice
and escaped safely.

A number of commentators note that undoubtedly,
Rabbi llish also understood the language of the birds.
It is inconceivable, these commentators write, that this
random inmate had more wisdom than the great Rab-
bi llish. The question, then, arises: Why did Rabbi llish
ask the other fellow to interpret the birds’ chirping? If he
understood what the birds were saying, why did he con-
sult with his cellmate?

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz (1902-1979) explained
that Rabbi llish didn't trust his own interpretation. He
very much wanted to hear the birds telling him that this
was an auspicious time to escape from captivity, so he
feared that he would hear what he wanted to hear and
not what the birds were actually saying. He therefore
consulted with his fellow inmate to get an objective ex-
planation of the birds’ chirping.

This is an important lesson about honesty and ob-
jectivity. The only way we will grow is if we live with
the openness to hear the truth, even when it makes us
uncomfortable or when it challenges our previous opin-
ions and beliefs. Refusing to accept the truth is a quality
associated with the wicked Bilam, whose passionate
hatred for Bnai Yisrael prevented him from properly
understanding G-d’s message. We are to do just the
opposite — to live with the humility and honesty to hear
what Hashem tells us and surrender to His will.
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Self-Discipline

Based on Growth Through Torah

The Torah states: "Let me die the death of the righteous,
and let my end be like his." (Numbers 23:10)

What did Bilaam mean when he said this?

We see from this statement of Bilaam that he realized the
truth that one should lead a righteous life. Why then did he
himself not live righteously and only wished that he could die
and be rewarded as the righteous?

Rabbi Simcha Zissel of Kelm explained that although
Bilaam had an intellectual awareness of the proper way to
live, in his own life, he found this too difficult. Because he had
faulty character traits, he was not able to live according to the
ideas and principles he knew were true. (Chochma Umussar,
vol. 1, p. 78)

We see from here the importance of correcting one's
character traits. Without an awareness of what is proper and
what is improper, one cannot live righteously. However, even
after one has studied and knows what is good and what is
evil, one must be able to follow through in their daily behavior.
A person needs to be in control of their impulses. Having this
mastery over one's natural tendencies will enable a person to
live according to their ideals. Lacking this, one will do all kinds
of improper actions.

The problem is not one of knowledge, but of self-disci-
pline. For this reason, we must work on improving our char-
acter traits, for only then will we be able to act righteously. The
only way to die as a righteous person is to live as one, and to
do that takes much self-discipline.
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Rabbi YY Jacobson Speaking After Davening on Gimmel Tamuz
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TORAH TAVLIN

Three Vantage Points

First, Balak led Bilaam up to "wa nyax" (High Places of Baal).
Then, he took him to "nraix nTw" (Field of Seers), and when his aims
were thwarted there as well, he made one more attempt on "wx
avon" (Peak of Peor). R Shamshon R. Hirsch zt’l compares the
names of the three locations and utterances Balak was forced to
hear at each location in reply to his request.

“Baal” appears as the most worshipped Canaanite deity, the su-
preme “force of nature” that influenced physical growth and material
prosperity. In Balak's view, the first prerequisite for a nation’s survival
was that it must have the favor of “Baal,” the natural force that could
decide over growth and decay. By taking Bilaam to the high places
of Baal, he posed to him the question: Where does the Jewish na-
tion stand in the favor of the divine power that can grant or withhold
material prosperity? Bilaam answered this question in the negative
because the forces of idol-deity are not in any manner a precondition

“Field of Seers” refers to the intelligence of a nation, who maintain
an intellectual elite to gaze into the future as “seers and watchmen,”
to predict the future and control and shape events to come. By taking
Bilaam to this location, Balak posed to him the question: Does this
nation have intellectual gifts that can decide and control the fate of
nations by insight, prudence, foresight, and magic powers? Bilaam’s
response was "y wna X7 D" - Yaakov/Yisroel do not need the
paltry devices of divination and magic, for they receive the clear word
of G-d without even having to ask for it.

“Peak of Peor” - Peor denotes a cult that presents the most bes-
tial aspects of human physicality to the gods as an act of worship.
Here, Balak put to Bilaam the question: What is the attitude of this
nation towards modesty and morality? To this, Bilaam uttered, “n
2y 1R 11v." The morality of this nation in all areas of modesty
and family life is what allows them to derive their triumphant strength
and invincibility against every foe they face from without!

for the survival of the Jewish nation.

Malky and | are neighbors. Together,
we saw an ad for Pirchei Pesach Cleaners
(PPC). “Our reliable staff gets the job done
fast and right!” was their motto. Malky said,
“Sounds good to me. | think I'll give them a
call.” I never used PPC myself, but | heard
from another neighbor that they’re not ex-
actly fast or reliable. Can | warn Malky?

Tzippy

No.

Tzippy does not know for sure that PPC
does not provide good service.

We're allowed to give someone nega-
tive information if it will help them avoid a
loss. But the first rule of to’eles is that we
must make sure the information is true.
Just because someone tells you something
— even if it's someone you trust — that's no
guarantee that the person’s report is real-
ly accurate. For instance, Tzippy’s infor-
mation might come from someone who is
unusually picky about cleaning. Therefore,
we’re not allowed to report something we
haven't verified. Doing so can cause an un-
fair loss to the subject being spoken about.
So, if Tzippy can't verify her information,
she can'’t repeat what she heard.
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Not everything is black and white. Sometimes it's gray—what's often
called the fifth volume of the Shulchan Aruch. As growth-oriented Yidden, we're
trained to learn, work on ourselves, and grow. But some things just aren’t written.
Still, in our desire to please and adhere to nwn |Ix, even in the gray areas, we
strive to choose right. While this sensitivity may seem elementary, the story of
Balak and Bilaam shows that it defines the line between n'71¢ and n'wen.

This week’s parashah illustrates this. Bilaam was a terrible yen who came to
curse 7w 7. Yet he says (Bamidbar 22:18):

“Even if Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, | could not do
anything, big or little, contrary to the command of my God.”

The Alter of Kelm asks: These words suit the niax, a xan, or a prx—not Bi-
laam! He explains that Bilaam said, “n 'o nx 1ay'7 Ik X7” — | cannot transgress
the word of Hashem.” He meant that he won't transgress the explicit word of
Hashem. But the will of Hashem? That was another matter. He used tactics to
“force” Hashem to allow his will. As the Gemara says, |'2"7n 177 n¥N DTRY T2
mix—Hashem leads a person in the direction he desires to go.

Bilaam knew this well. He didn’t transgress, but he manipulated the situation
to serve himself—his will over Hashem'’s.

D'j7'TY, in contrast, are subservient to Hashem’s word, desire, and way. They
strive for InyT 12171 52 and "1 nd7ni. Bilaam followed what was black and
white, but failed to pursue nwin jIxx»—living a godly life, and embracing the gray.
He knew the Ramban’s teaching that a person can be a nninin niwna 7, follow
the Torah’s letter, and yet behave unethically. Hashem may help, as He assists
one on the path they choose.

Rav Yaakov Neiman (Darkei Mussar) quotes Rav Moshe Rosenstein with
a parallel. Inao 'x nn'm, David HaMelech instructs Shlomo before his death to
punish Shimi ben Geira. The mashgiach notes that people often forgive when
they’re near death, yet David waited until then to act. When healthy, he didn’t act
lest it be self-driven. But at life’s end—at the edge of truth and purity—he knew all
was I'sheim Shamayim. He could now command justice with no personal motive.

This story reflects the essence of a {zaddik: holding back even when right,
until they’re sure it's purely for Hashem.

Bilaam claimed to follow Hashem’s word. But a tzaddik aims to emulate Hash-
em in every detail, written or unwritten. With Shiva Asar B Tammuz approaching,
a time to feel the churban deeply, may we strengthen our vigilance in both the
black and white and the gray. May these efforts bring merit and the anja n'zixa.
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The Secret of Israel's Strength

Balak is intent on cursing the people. When he fails
once, he tries and tries again. Each time, Balak arranged for
a change in the vantage point to view Israel, and each time,
his efforts were foiled. Ultimately, he is forced to recognize
that the people cannot be cursed, for they are a blessed na-
tion. But from his attempts — specifically from the location
of his attempts — we learn the great strengths of Israel that
safeguard its blessings.

First, Balak led Bilaam up to Bamot Ba’al, the place of the
general Canaanite deity, the supreme “force of nature,” that
holds sway over material prosperity. In choosing this place,
Balak posed the question: Where does this nation stand in
relation to the favor of Divine material wealth? Perhaps | can
stunt their growth from this direction. But Bilaam’s response
indicates that Israel’s strength is not its Earthly element: Who
would count the Earthly element of Yaakov? Who would
count the births among Israel as one would count the an-
imal young? The fortune of other nations may depend on
their number of bodies, but not so Israel. It is not their Earthly
element that determines their significance, and it is not their
material conditions that lead to their success.

Then, Balak led Bilaam to peek at Sdeh Tzofim, the “Field
of Seers and Watchmen,” the place symbolic of intellectual
prowess. Here, Balak’s second hypothesis was tested: Per-
haps this nation’s strength derives from the intellectual elite
in its midst — individuals who can look into the future and,
with their insight and magic divinations, predict and shape
events? Perhaps | can exploit their weak spot in this regard.
But the response was that no divination is needed in Yaakov
nor magic in Israel. These are only for the helpless who have
no other resort. When Israel is in distress, it tumns to G-d and
receives the clear word and direction of G-d.

It was thus clear to Balak that Israel is vulnerable nei-
ther from the standpoint of material prosperity nor from the
standpoint of spiritual, intellectual might. But a nation may be
blessed with an abundance of both and still meet its ruin if
it shamefully surrenders to sensualism. This could render a
people unworthy and incapable of receiving and preserving
G-d’s blessing.

Thus, the next location was Baal Peor, the place of de-
ified shamefulness. This cult directs man to openly display
his animal side before the false gods. Here, Balak poses the
question to Bilaam: What is the attitude of this people toward
modesty and sexual morality? Perhaps here | will find their
weakness. The response is an ode to the modesty of the
Jewish People: How good are your tents, O Yaakov, your
dwelling places, O Israell That nation that encamps by pa-
ternal descent because every child knows who their father
is. How “good”! How very in accord with moral sanctity are
these people! Their power of victory depends precisely on
this moral aspect of family and sexual life.

While the blessing remains with them as long as they re-
main true to this moral sanctity, as soon as there is a breach
— with the daughters of Midian at this very place, Baal Peor
— lIsrael is vulnerable to defeat and destruction.
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The Erev Shabbos

Revolution

Every single Friday afternoon, on
erev Shabbos, Yoichi Herzog, president
of Royal Wine Corporation and Kedem
Food Products, picks up the phone and
begins calling his Jewish, non-observant
clients, people he’s met over the years
in business.

His message is simple and consis-
tent: wishing them a warm “Good Shab-
bos” and connecting on a personal level.
If they try to talk business, he gently redi-
rects them: “Call me Monday. This is my
erev Shabbos call.”

Over time, he plants seeds. He en-
courages them to try just a little bit of
Shabbos:

"At least turn off your phone and de-
vices Friday night. It will change your life
and your relationships."

And if a full Shabbos feels like too
much? “Keep half of Shabbos,” he tells
them.

He sends them photos of his beau-
tifully set Shabbos and Yom Tov table,
surrounded by his children and grand-
children, letting them feel the elegance,
peace, and warmth of Torah life. He tries
to show them the beauty of Shabbos,
and many respond.

Some start keeping half of Shabbos.
Others begin attending shul more often.
Some join him for Shabbos meals.

If, for some reason, they don't re-
ceive his weekly call, they reach out
themselves because the connection has
become so meaningful.

Yoichi urges others to do the same.
Imagine the impact if every Yid would
call just three non-frum Yidden every
erev Shabbos. We could change the
face of Klal Yisrael. Share the beauty.
Let them feel the gift.

His passion comes from his father,
who used to say, “We are not in the kid-
dush hayayin business. We are in the
kiddush Hashem business.”

In our scattered, fast-paced world,
the gift of Shabbos has never been
more needed. Let’s cherish it—and let’s
not hesitate to share a taste of it.
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__ZERA SHIMSHON

SHIUR

Not Paying Back

In Pirkei Avos (2:11), R' Yochanan ben Zakkai asks his students what they
think is the most helpful trait in serving Hashem. He also asks them what
they think is the most detrimental trait in the service of Hashem. Most of the
students say the positive and the negative aspects of the same trait. For ex-
ample, R’ Elazar says a good heart versus a bad heart.

The opinion of R' Shimon ben Nesanel needs some clarification. For the
positive trait, he says that one must act based on his understanding of what
the future of his actions will cause. For the negative trait, he says one who
borrows and does not pay back. A person who borrows from a human is as
though he borrows from Hashem. Such a person is referred to as a rasha, a
wicked person, as the passuk in Tehilim says (37:21), “The wicked person
borrows and does not pay back, while the righteous person is generous and
giving.” The commentaries try to understand how these two traits are con-
nected.

The Zera Shimshon explains the connection as follows.

The Arizal writes (Shaar HaGilgulim §36) that Moshe Rabbeinu was afraid
to smite the giant, Og, the king of Bashan, since Og possessed a portion of
the soul of R' Shimon ben Nesanel. This is hinted to in the word Bashan.
The letters |wa stand for 7xam |2 jlwvnw, hinting to the fact that Og, the king of
Bashan (j¢n), possessed part of what would eventually become R' Shimon
ben Nesanel's soul. This is why Hashem said to Moshe Rabbeinu, ‘Do not
fear him.” In later times, this soul was entrusted to R' Yochanan ben Zakkai to
rectify. This soul was the soul of R' Shimon ben Nesanel, who became one of
R' Yochanan ben Zakkai's foremost students.

From this experience, R' Shimon ben Nesanel learned how one must
evaluate his present actions based on how they will affect the future. This was
evident from the fact that Moshe Rabbeinu was hesitant to kill Og, being that
he possessed a soul that in the future would be a great {zaddik. (In Moshe
Rabbeinu's case, he actually saw what the future held. For us, this would
mean being careful that we do not place ourselves in situations that could
lead to not doing the will of Hashem, or anything similar.) For this reason, R’
Shimon ben Nesanel taught that one must act while taking into account how
his actions will affect the future.

This is also why he teaches that a detrimental trait in the service of Hash-
em is one who borrows and does not pay back. A person who borrows from
a human is as though he borrows from Hashem. Such a person is referred
to as a rasha, a wicked person, as the passuk in Tehilim says (37:21), “The
wicked person borrows and does not pay back, while the righteous person is
generous and giving.”

This is essentially what Og did. He was lent a holy soul from Hashem and
did not rectify it. This is the equivalence of borrowing and not repaying.

This is why R' Shimon ben Nesanel finds it relevant to add that one who
borrows from a friend is as though he borrows from Hashem. This addition
does not really make it worse of an injustice to borrow from someone without
repaying. However, since it was R' Shimon ben Nesanel's experience that
directed him to teach this, and this experience included “borrowing and not re-
paying Hashem,” he added this point into his teaching. Thus, both the positive
and negative traits that R' Shimon ben Nesanel taught are in fact connected.

This idea is further brought out by the passuk in Tehillim that he uses as
his source. Technically, he did not have to bring the end of the passuk “..while
the righteous person is generous and giving,” since his main point is to show
that one who borrows and does not repay is called a rasha. He cited it in order
to hint at R' Yochanan ben Zakkai, who did not borrow anything. Instead, he
went out of his way to help rectify this soul and turned it into the soul of a tan-
na, R' Shimon ben Nesanel.

e ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR

8 BY RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM BURGER

== THURSDAY 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)
V) Please scan to join Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group
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JOKES

How to Tell a Real Gvir

The shul board was meeting to discuss a potential

donor.
“We heard he might give $250,000 for the new
building,” said the president.
The treasurer asked, “Is he reliable?”
The rav nodded. “When he gave his first donation,
he told me, ‘Rabbi, this is just the beginning.”
“Wow,"” said the treasurer. "What happened after
Y that?”
. The rav sighed. “That was the end.”

Duvid’s Hechsher

A tourist walks into Duvid’s Deli and asks, “Excuse
me, how do I know your pastrami is kosher?”
Duvid smiles. “Simple. Every slice comes with a
guarantee.”

“Really?” says the tourist. “From which hechsher?”
Duvid points to Yankel behind the counter. "From
him. If it wasn't kosher, he’d never eat half of it
before it gets to your plate.”

Berel’s Labels

A woman walks into Berel the butcher’s shop and
points to a package.
“Berel, this says ‘lean ground beef.” What does /ean
mean?”
Berel doesn’t even look up.
4 “It means if you hold it sideways, it might fall off

the plate.”
o

Berel’s Loyalty Program

A customer walks into Berel’s butcher shop and
sees a sign:
"New Loyalty Progran,z — Buy 10 Ibs, get 1 joke
ree.”
He asks, “Berel, what kind of program is that?”
Berel shrugs. “I can’t afford free meat. But if you
laugh while paying full price, everyone feels better.”

Unlucky Parachutist

A man is skydiving, enjoying his freefall, when he
realizes that he has reached the altitude where he
must open his parachute. So he pulls on the rip
cord, but nothing happens.

“No problem,” he says to himself, “I still have my
emergency chute.” So he pulls the rip cord on his
emergency parachute, and once again, nothing
happens.

Now the man begins to panic. "What am I going to
do?” he thinks, “I'm a goner!”

Just then, he sees a man flying up from the Earth
toward him. He can't figure out where this man is
coming from or what he's doing, but he thinks to
himself, “Maybe he can help me. If he can't, then
I'm done for.”

When the man gets close enough to him, the
skydiver cups his hands and shouts down, “Hey, do
you know anything about parachutes?”

The other man replies, “"No! Do you know anything
about gas stoves?”
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The Or HaChaim Hakadosh’s yahrtzeit is on the 15th of
Tammuz, so we will tell a story about this holy tzaddik.

About a hundred years ago, there was a rabbinic con-
vention in Vilna for Vaad HaYeshivos in the home of the
Greineman family. Many gedolim were present, including
the Chofetz Chaim, Reb Chaim Ozer, and the Chazon Ish
ztl. After the meeting, before leaving, the Chofetz Chaim
came to the kitchen, and he saw the host's daughter, S.
Greineman, sitting near the window, checking rice for bugs.
"How many times do you check the rice?" the Chofetz
Chaim asked her. She replied that she checks the rice
twelve times. The Chofetz Chaim expressed his surprise
that she checks the rice so many times. She explained that
her relative, the Chazon Ish, would be eating with them, so
she wanted to be certain that the food would be at the high-
est standard of kashrus in honor of the Chazon Ish.

The Chofetz Chaim was impressed by her desire to hon-
or talmidei chachamim, and he blessed her with a long life,
always to have a clear mind, and never to need eyeglass-
es. (The Chofetz Chaim understood that her eyes must be
weak because she checked the rice near the window to
catch the sunlight.) All of the Chofetz Chaim's brachos ma-
terialized. She never needed eyeglasses and lived in good
health until she was niftar at ninety-eight years old.

This girl was an orphan, and when she came of age, the
Chazon Ish was her shadchan, and she married the gaon,
Reb Mordechai Shraga Feivel Eidelman ztl. The Chazon
Ish moved to Eretz Yisrael, and so did the Eidelman couple,
who settled in Petach Tikvah. Sixteen years had passed
since their wedding, and they were still childless. She came
to the Chazon Ish, together with the Chazon Ish's rebbetz-
in, and expressed her distress that she still didn’t have chil-
dren. The Chazon Ish gave her a brachah. She said, "l don’t
want a brachah; | want a promise that | will have children."
The Chazon Ish lowered his head into his hands, and when
he raised his head, he said, "l can't promise you that."

She said, "l was an orphan, and you were my shad-
chan. Now you must take responsibility for the shidduch."
The Chazon Ish put his head down once more, and when
he raised it, he said, "For this, you need the strength of a
gadol. Go to the kever of the Or HaChaim HaKadosh, and
there you will have your yeshuah."

It was in 5704 (1944), and she told the Chazon Ish that it
wasn't safe to go to Har HaZeisim. The Chazon Ish replied,
"l have no other solution."

On the 15th of Tammuz, the Or HaChaim's yahrizeit,
she went to the Or HaChaim's kever at two in the morning
together with her relative, the rebbetzin of Reb Beinish Fin-
kel ztl. They poured out their hearts and prayed for a child.
Nine months later, on the 25th of Nissan, she had a son.
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