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JOIN OUR PARSHA AND 
HASHKAFA SHIUR WITH 
R' YOSEF ASHER NAVON 
ON THURSDAY NIGHTS

EARLY
SHABBOS
MINCHA 7:10 PM

JOIN OUR NIGHT 
KOLLEL LEARNING 
HILCHOS KIBUD AV 
VAEIM

RABBI YY JACOBSON WILL  
BE IN SHUL THIS SHABBOS

 יְבָרֶכְךָ ה' וְיִשְמְרֶךָ
 יָאֵר ה' פָנָיו אֵלֶיךָ וִיחֻנֶךָ

יִשָא ה' פָנָיו אֵלֶיךָ
וְיָשֵם לְךָ שָלוֹם
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Rabbi Daniel Coren
RABBI
914-645-4199
rabbidac@gmail.com

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Rosh Kollel, Kollel Boker & 
Night Kollel
845-200-3719
rabbischeiner@18forshay.com

Ronie Cowen
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
845-200-3718
office@18forshay.com

GABBAIM
845-200-3720 *1

MAKE A DIFFERENCE—SUPPORT TORAH AND TEFILLAH AT 
BAIS MEDRASH OHR CHAIM! DONATE TODAY!

JOIN THE OHR CHAIM
WHATSAPP COMMUNIT Y!
G E T  T H E  S CO O P  O N  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S ,
P O P U L A R  S H I U R I M
A N D  M O R E

Shabbos Zmanim

Thank you to our Gabbaim  Ephrayim Yurowitz and Tzvi Blech

F R I D A Y  N I G H T  M I N C H A / K A B A L L A S  S H A B B O S

S H A B B O S

CANDLE LIGHTING  8:08 PM

18 Main 20 Upstairs 
Chabad

Shkiya

7:10 PM 8:13 PM 8:26 PM

20 Upstairs- 
Vasikin

18 Main- 
Ashkenaz

Tent א 20 Upstairs - 
Chabad

in 18 Main

4:45 AM 8:00 AM 9:15 AM 10:00 AM 10:30 AM

Pirchei 18 Main
Mincha

Shkiya Tent א
Maariv :40

18 Main
Maariv :50

2:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:26 PM 9:06 PM 9:16 PM

Weekday Zmanim

BET EDITOR: bet@18forshay.com 
Shalom Mashbaum EDITOR
Aliza Estrin GRAPHIC DESIGNER

All advertisements in this 
publication should not be 
read on shabbos.

TO ADVERTISE: 
betads@18forshay.com

BAIS MEDRASH OHR CHAIM
18 Forshay Rd. Monsey NY 10952 
info@18forshay.com
845-200-3720
www.18forshay.com

SHACHRIS :
VASIKIN

EVERY 15 MIN 
from 6:15 AM until a half hour 
before chatzos

MINCHA:
MINCHA GEDOLA 

EVERY 15 MIN. until an 
hour before shkia

EVERY 5 MIN. from an 
hour before shkia until 60
 
12 MIN. BEFORE PLAG 
 
12 MIN. BEFORE SHKIA

MAARIV :
PLAG
 
EVERY 5 MIN. from shkia 
until 72 
 
EVERY 10 MIN. From 72 
until 11:00 P.M.
 
EVERY 15 MIN. From 
11:00 .PM. to 2:00 A.M.

MIK VA 
Open 24 hours. Mikva cards can 
be purchased at the Sofer truck.

SOFER TRUCK
Open daily Sunday-Friday,
from 9-5

MATBIA CARD RELOAD 
Accessible 24 hours in 
18 Main, Back Room

ATM MACHINE 
Accessible 24 hours 
in 18 Main, Back Room

Services

E A R L Y  F R I D A Y  M I N C H A : 1:30 PM & every 15 minutes until 4:30 PM  | 18 Main

LATE MAARIV MOTZEI SHABBOS: 9:45 PM & every 15 minutes until 12:15 AM | 18 Main

SH
A

C
H

RI
S

M
IN

C
H

A
/M

A
A

RI
V



JUNE  4 ,  2025    3

The Perfect Job for You

Parshas Naso begins with the accounting of Shevet 
Gershuni, one of the three tribes of the family of Levi’im. 
The mefarshim note the extra word of גם that is used 
when counting the Gershuni family.

Many mefarshim relate the following powerful mes-
sage: It makes no difference which tribe you are from 
and what your avodah is, because whatever your job in 
this world is, it’s the perfect job for you. If you complete 
your job, it’s just as valuable as what seems to be the 
more important job that other tribes or individuals have. 
This idea is derived from the word גם, meaning also, 
comparing and equating a tribe to the previous one. 

This concept can also be expounded on based on 
the names of the three tribes. I would like to add the idea 
that, really, all three names have a negative connotation, 
and the challenge is to realize that the negative is only 
there to help guide us in our personal avodah. 

We begin with the tribe of Kehas, which seems to 
have gotten the best part of the deal since they get to 
carry the Aron Hakodesh. Yet the name Kehas actually 
means to blunt, to weaken. The next tribe, Gershon, is 
connected to the pasuk that Dovid Hamelech says: כי 
 which implies being sent ,גרשוני היום מהסתפח בנחלת השם
away and rejected, as was the lot of Dovid Hamelech 
in many instances. And lastly, the root of Merari clearly 
relates to bitterness.

This week’s parsha is the continuation of the begin-
ning of Sefer Bamidbar, which is called Sefer Hapeku-
dim. This is usually translated as Numbers, but in truth, 
the real translation is the Book of Accounting. Being just 
a number is not as inspiring as being accounted for. The 
word pekudim is also connected to תפקיד, a job. Every-
one must know they have a very important job and that 
only they can do it.

RABBI 
DANIEL COREN

SEMICHAS CHAVER SHIUR in R’ Coren’s 
office every Wednesday at 9:00 PM
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Watch What You Ask For
Based on the Ksav Sofer on Bamidbar 10:23
Speak to Aharon and his sons, saying: So shall you 

bless the Bnei Yisrael.
According to a Midrash, the Bnei Yisrael were none too 

happy about this arrangement. “You’ve told the kohanim to 
bless us? We don’t require more than that You bless us!” 
HKBH responds to them, “Even though I command them to 
bless you, I stand and bless you.”

Shouldn’t they have said, “We wish that You would bless 
us,” rather than “We don’t require…?” Additionally, saying 
that they were fine making good with His brocha alone is 
puzzling. It sounds like Hashem’s blessing is more limited 
than the blessing of human beings. Isn’t the opposite true, 
that no human blessing can hold a candle to that of Hash-
em?

Upon closer examination, however, we see the wisdom 
in how they spoke. Blessings offered by human beings are 
indeed often richer and more verbose than those recorded 
by Hashem. Those blessings include wealth, honor, longev-
ity – essentially, many things that the blessing’s recipient 
longs to receive for himself. But we know that all too often, 
what we think are blessings are challenges, pitfalls – or 
worse. As mortals, we really do not know what is good for us!

Our literature records that some used to explicitly include 
a caveat in their davening: ”Hashem, please give me what 
You know is good for me!” I’ve written elsewhere that this 
thought is at the core of the Mishna in Avos: “Don’t make 
your prayer fixed, but [make it] rachamim.” Meaning: Don’t 
make the mistake of asking for fixed gifts or outcomes. They 
may not be in your best interests. Don’t look so narrowly 
that you ask for specifics. Rather, your request to Hashem 
should be, “You know what it is that I need. If my aveiros or 
poor mitzvah performance mean that I do not deserve what 
I genuinely need, I pray for Your rachamim, that I be granted 
it nonetheless.”

The response of Bnei Yisrael to Hashem’s instruction 
is therefore understandable. “Please do not leave us at the 
mercy of the blessings the kohanim will offer based on their 
own understanding. Certainly, they will offer all the good 
things that people think they want and need. We, however, 
would prefer a pared-down list. We want only those things 
that You know are good for us, even if some items on the 
fuller list are deleted.”

Hashem acknowledges their concern. “I have indeed in-
structed the kohanim to bless you. But I’ve written a script for 
them. I have not left them to their own devices, to compose 
blessings as they see fit. Rather, they are to use the brief 
formula I’ve composed for them. Were they to author a text 
on their own, it would certainly ask for all kinds of things for 
everyone. By telling them, however, that they are to simply 
say, ‘Hashem should bless you and preserve you,’ it leaves 
room for a blessing that differs from person to person. For 
one person, it will imply wealth. For another, it may mean 
the opposite.

This, in essence, is what the end of the Midrash means. 
“They will bless you. But I will stand behind the blessing, ori-
enting it differently according to the needs of each individual 
recipient.”

RABBI YITZCHAK
ADLERSTEIN

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL 

UMAN

124 DAYS
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Harmony, Expulsion, 
Frustration

In this week's portion, Naso, the Torah 
relates how these three Levite families were 
charged with the mission of carrying the Tab-
ernacle and its accessories when the Jew-
ish people traveled in the Sinai desert for 
40 years. The Kehathites carried the holiest 
items of the Tabernacle: the ark, candelabra, 
table, altars, and all their utensils. The Ger-
shonites were given the job of carrying the 
coverings and curtains of the Tabernacle. 
The third of the Levite families, Merari, was 
responsible for carrying the planks, bars, pil-
lars, and sockets of the Tabernacle structure.

Let's examine for a moment the names 
of the three brothers who fathered the Levite 
families, since the names of people do ex-
press something of their inner soul. 

The translation of the Hebrew name Ke-
has is harmony. The meaning of the name 
Gershon is expulsion. The third name, Mer-
ari, is translated as frustration. Now, the spir-
itual Divine soul existing within each of us is 
defined in the Kabbalah as a "microcosmic 
Tabernacle," a sacred and vulnerable place 
in the depth of our hearts where G-d is man-
ifestly present. 

Gershon, Kehas, and Merari personi-
fy three distinct psychological and spiritual 
states of man, each of which may become, 
in its own unique way, a carrier and porter 
of the spiritual Tabernacle existing in the hu-
man heart. 
KEHAS -- HARMONY 

Kehas, the name of the Levite family 
that carried the sacred items and utensils 
of the Tabernacle, represents the human 
being who succeeds in integrating all of the 
facets of his personality into a cohesive and 
harmonious whole. This remarkable indi-
vidual manages to transform all of his traits 
and characteristics into sacred items and all 
of his limbs and organs into sacred utensils, 
housing the presence of the Divine reality. 
GERSHON -- EXPULSION

Gershon, the name of the Levite family 
assigned to carry the coverings and curtains 
of the Holy Tabernacle, personifies the hu-
man being who constantly needs to expel 
and drive away the immoral impulses and 
sensations that intrude on his psyche. This 
individual cannot define himself as harmoni-
ous and complete. His job in life is ensuring 
that the sacred Tabernacle existing within his 
heart remains protected and shielded from 
the many physical and emotional hazards 

that threaten to undermine it 
(expressed by the fact that Ger-
shon carried the coverings and curtains).
MERARI - FRUSTRATION 

Merari, the name of the family that car-
ried the pillars and planks of the Tabernacle, 
personifies that individual who may not even 
be expelling the negative patterns of his 
daily life. Yet, he is not apathetic to his lowly 
condition; he is frustrated and disturbed by it. 
He longs for wholesomeness and redemp-
tion. One may think that a human being in 
this state of mind is not one of the carriers of 
the Divine Tabernacle. After all, he is so dis-
tant from the spiritual sacredness of his soul.

Yet, in truth, it is this disaffected and frus-
trated human being who carries the very 
foundations of the Divine Tabernacle. This is 
because the beginning of all healing and the 
foundation of all change is a feeling of frus-
tration and yearning. The disappointment 
and lack of contentment with one's present 
condition are what propel man to discover 
new horizons in his life. 

Simply put, if you are truly frustrated by 
your present situation, you are in a place far 
better than you can imagine. Now, get on 
with the journey in stride.

By the Grace of G-d, 
12th of Sivan… 

Having recently celebrated the 
Festival of Shavuos, the time of our 
receiving the Torah, it is well to recall 
that that great event is likened to a 
marriage, in which G-d takes the part 
of the Groom and Israel of the Bride, 
and the wedding ring that the Bride-
groom gives the Bride represents 
the Divine Blessings that G-d gives 
to Israel in all their material needs. 
In other words, Jews should always 
remember that they are betrothed to 
G-d and owe Him undivided loyalty 
and devotion, in return for which, G-d 
takes care of all their needs.

 ==== Rebbe Responsa #57 

The Sacrifice of the Nazir
A nazir is a person who voluntarily 

takes an oath to remain pure and holy in 
the service of Hashem. At the conclusion 
of his self-imposed vow, the nazir must 
bring a korban (sacrifice). The reason 
for this korban is puzzling. A sacrifice of 
this type is normally brought as a sin of-
fering. This sacrifice, on the other hand, 
is offered at the completion of a great 
mitzvah. The nazir has just spent time 
devoting himself to Hashem, removing 
himself from the pleasures and delights 
of the world. Why must he bring a sac-
rifice?      

Rabbeinu Bechaya explains that this 
korban is brought because it appears 
as if the nazir is removing himself from 
Hashem. Although he is only returning to 
his normal state of service, moving from 
a higher level to a lower level appears to 
be a misdeed and requires a sacrifice. 
If the nazir did not actually commit a sin 
but merely seemed to, why is he obligat-

ed to bring a korban?      
R’ Henach Leibowitz zt”l explains 

that the korban of the nazir is teaching 
us a lesson with far-reaching ramifica-
tions. Although our actions may be well 
within the limits of halacha, the mere ap-
pearance of impropriety is in itself a sin. 
Rabbeinu Bechaya is telling us that act-
ing in a way that seems to be wrong but 
isn't and actually committing a sin have a 
comparable effect on us.      

This korban sheds a new light on the 
importance of our actions. Everything 
we do, whether spiritual or mundane, 
has an impact on us. We will be taken 
to task for all our actions, even those that 
merely appear to be improper. The way 
we dress, eat, and speak must be ap-
propriate for one who is in the service of 
Hashem. If it seems that we are speak-
ing lashon hara, or it appears that we are 
acting disrespectfully towards our fellow 
man, we have committed a sin. If it looks 
and feels wrong, then it truly is like a sin.

RABBI YY JACOBSON

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main)   •   TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd) 

SHABBOS Friday Night – before Barchu (20 Upstairs))   •   Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00  PM (20 Upstairs)  
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.SH
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UFARATZTA
 RABBI SHALOM BER MUNITZ TORAH TAVLIN
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Six-Hour Cheese
As we bid farewell to the Yom Tov of 

Shavuos and the cheesecakes, it would 
be a nice opportunity to discuss the rules 
and regulations of waiting after eating 
hard cheese.

The Rama (Y”D 89:2) quotes an 
opinion that after eating hard cheese, a 
person has to wait before eating meat, 
just like we wait after meat before eating 
dairy. He adds that although some are 
lenient and do not wait, many are careful 
to wait, and that is the correct thing to do. 
On the other hand, the Maharshal (Yam 
Shel Shlomo Chulin 8:6) takes strong is-
sue with this, calling it heresy, being that 
it is against the explicit allowance of the 
Gemara. 

However, the Shach (Y”D 89:17), 
the Pri Megadim (Y”D 89:17), and the 
Chachmas Adam (40:13) all concur with 
the ruling of the Rama that a person 
should wait to eat meat after hard cheese 
just as after meat. It is important to under-
stand that this means that a person will 
be required to wait the same as they wait 
after meat. So if someone waits a full six 
hours after meat, they would be required 
to wait a full six hours after these chees-
es before having meat.
AGE OR STAGE

What is considered hard cheese? 
The Shach (Y”D 89:15) rules that if it sat 
around for six months, it is assumed to get 
the status of hard cheese. The Taz (Y”D 
89:4), however, maintains that age is not 
necessarily a factor (unless someone is 
extra careful and vigilant). Rather, the 
main deciding factor is the taste. If it has 
a strong aftertaste (what he calls wormy, 
i.e., bacteria) that remains in a person’s 
mouth for a long time, the person would 
be required to wait. He explains that this 
makes it similar to meat, where we wait 
because of the strong taste that remains 
in a person’s mouth, and the same issue 
applies to these cheeses, as well.

Thus, according to the Shach, it all 
depends on time, and being full of bac-
teria will not make it be considered hard 
cheese. And according to the Taz, it all 
depends on being full of bacteria, and 
time will not make it be considered hard 

cheese. 
The poskim, including the 

Chochmas Adam (40:13) and the Aruch 
Hashulchan (Y”D 89:11), bring both opin-
ions and rule that we must be strict like 
both opinions, and either age or texture 
will give it the six-hour cheese status.

The Ben Ish Chai has an interesting 
twist to this. He rules that the six months 
is not “all or nothing,” meaning that it 
is only an issue when it becomes six 
months old. Rather, every month that 
it is left around, it becomes harder and 
harder, and each month requires another 
hour of waiting until it hits the grand old 
age of six months, and one is required to 
wait the full six hours.
IN THE PLANT OR ON THE SHELF? 

What happens if it was sitting in 
the plant for three months and then on 
the shelf for three months? Do the six 
months need to take place in the plant 
where they make the cheese, or do we 
even count the time it sits on the shelf in 
the store? 

This is the subject of a big discussion 
in the poskim. Some rule that it is only 
the age in the actual process, because 
there, they let it become hard. But once 
it is packaged, there is no concern that it 
will change its texture or taste, even if it is 
on the shelf for a long time. Others rule 
that it doesn’t depend on the age of the 
packaging, and six months is a problem, 
no matter where it was. This is why some 
companies write the date when they start 
processing it, so that people will know 
when it reaches six months.
IN SUMMARY

We wait six hours after hard cheese, 
whether it is six months old or if it has a 
hard texture that leaves a strong after-
taste. According to some poskim, this is 
only if it was six months in the actual pro-
cess, and according to others, even shelf 
life counts. 

What about mozzarella cheese or 
Parmesan cheese? This will be dis-
cussed b’ezras Hashem in a future arti-
cle. 

To be continued…  

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

KOLLEL BOKER
7:00-8:00AM
Chavrusa learning - Gemara 
Currently: מסכת יומא 
Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei 
Dyoma and relevant topics

NIGHT KOLLEL 
8:15-9:45PM
Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : הלכות כיבוד אב ואם

SHIURIM BY 
ROSH KOLLEL  
& FEATURED GUEST 
SPEAKERS
Daf Yomi | 8:45-9:45 PM
Mishna Yomis | 8:45-9:00 PM
Zera Shimshon Shiur | 8:15-9:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL
LEARNING
PROGRAMS:
Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal 
Holidays - by acclaimed Guest 
Speakers
Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim
Yeshivas Kiymu v’Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim
Shovevim Program / Early Friday 
morning learning b’retzifus.
Evening Shuirim in Halacha and 
Hashkafa by prominent Morei 
Horah

SHIUR SCHEDULE

Scan to join
Rabbi Scheiner’s Weekly
Halacha Whatsapp Group
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Gan HaTorah
YOU CHOOSE “YOUR” SHABBOS 
KODESH

   “ביום השביעי נשיא לבני אפרים, אלישמע בן
 עמיהוד”  7:48

“On the seventh day, the nasi of the chil-
dren of Ephraim, Elishama Ben Amihud.” It 
says in the Midrash Rabbah that the nasi 
of Shevet Ephraim was zoche to bring the 
inauguration (of the Mishkan) korbonos on 
Shabbos Kodesh because of their ances-
tor, Yosef Hatzaddik, who kept Shabbos 
Kodesh even before he was commanded 
to do so. What was the great zechus in 
bringing the korban on Shabbos Kodesh?

 It says in Bereishis 43:16 וטבח טבח“    
-Have meat slaughtered and pre“ –והכן” 
pare it.” (This is speaking about where the 
brothers went down to Mitzrayim, and Yo-
sef had a meal prepared for them.) Rebbe 
Yochanon says that this pasuk occurred on 
Erev Shabbos Kodesh, for the lashon of 
 preparing, is a reference to Shabbos ,”והכן“
Kodesh, as it says in Shemos 16:5 “והיה 
 And it shall be on the“ – ”ביום הששי והכינו...
sixth day when they prepare.” It was spe-
cifically when Yosef’s brothers came down 

to Mitzrayim that he kept Shabbos, for he 
needed to be protected from his brothers.

 The Gemara in Shabbos 118b says 
that if only Klal Yisroel would heed one 
Shabbos, no nation would have any dom-
inance over them. Based on this Gemara, 
Yosef kept Shabbos so that his brothers 
would not have dominion over him. Why 
didn’t Yosef keep Shabbos Kodesh prior to 
this? There was a dispute between Yosef 
and his brothers. His brothers were of the 
opinion that they all had the din of a Yisroel, 
and thus, they were allowed to keep Shab-
bos. Chazal tell us that נכרי ששבת חייב מיתה, 
a non-Jew who heeds Shabbos is liable to 
death, and it is only Yisroel who are allowed 
to heed Shabbos. While Yosef was of the 
opinion that they all had the din of בני נח, 
they did not have the status of a Yisroel, and 
thus, they were not allowed to keep Shab-
bos. However, at this time, Yosef agreed to 
his brother’s position that they now had a 
din of Yisroel, and thus, knew that now was 
the time to keep Shabbos. This would save 
him from his brothers. 

Yaakov Avinu gave the bechorah of Yo-
sef to Ephraim over Menashe, who was the 

older brother. This could have caused great 
jealousy, and Ephraim had a responsibility 
to do whatever he could to make sure that 
there would not be jealousy and he not be 
harmed from such a jealousy. The way to 
be protected was through keeping Shab-
bos Kodesh. When Ephraim was chosen 
as the one to bring his korban on Shabbos, 
one may have thought that he was being 
doche, pushing away, Shabbos, and would 
not be protected from the shemirah, the 
protection, that Shabbos Kodesh affords. 
Thus, the Midrash says that Ephraim was 
chosen and would not be harmed because 
his bringing his korban on Shabbos was 
not only permitted but was a great zechus 
and shemirah for him. (התורה חכמת)

Shabbos Kodesh is all about prepa-
ration. Shabbos Kodesh is עולם הבא  ,מעין 
it is a semblance of Olam Habah and a 
preparation for the World to Come. Yosef 
prepared for Shabbos Kodesh. He did so 
for the brothers as well as for the future of 
all of Klal Yisroel. May we be zoche to pre-
pare properly for Shabbos Kodesh so that 
we have a truly elevated Shabbos Kodesh.

RABBI YAKOV YOSEF SCHECHTER

הרב בן ציון סנה
איפה כדאי להשקיע?
"ואיש את קדשיו לו יהיה"

למה  נפלא  משל  הביא  חיים  החפץ 
דומה: הדבר 

הבין  מעבדיו.  אחד  את  זימן  אחד  מלך 
העבד כי כנראה מישהו מחבריו "תפר לו תיק" 
להתכונן  בליבו  גמר  כן  ועל  המלוכה  בבית 

למפגש.
יהיה  ביותר  הנבון  שהצעד  החליט  הוא 
לפני  בשבחיו  שידבר  מישהו  עמו  להביא 

המלך.
לעבד היו שלשה חברים: ראובן, שמעון 

ולוי.
מבלי לחשוב הרבה ניגש לחברו הטוב – 
החבר שבו השקיע את מיטב כספו הלא הוא 

ראובן.
הוא נדהם שראובן דחה אותו במחי יד ולא 
הסכים בכלל לצאת מהבית על מנת ללוותו 

אל המלך.

כשהוא מאוכזב מידידו הטוב פנה לו אל 
חברו שמעון, אומנם הוא לא השקיע בו כפי 
שהיה נוהג עם הראשון אך בהחלט ידיד זה 

חייב לו את חייו – כך חשב...
אחד:  בתנאי  אך  לבקשתו  נענה  שמעון 
אני  ראה,  הארמון..  פתח  עד  עמך  "אבוא 
מפחד מהמלך לא אוכל להיכנס אתך לשם"...
הפעם הבין העבד כי אם חבריו ה"טובים 
לא הסכימו לבוא עמו כיצד יסכים החבר לוי 
שבקושי הוא נפגש איתו – שתמיד הוא מזניח 

אותו… למה שייעתר לבקשתי?
אך כמוצא אחרון ובלית בררה ניגש ודפק 

על דלת ביתו תוך שהוא מתחנן לעזרה.
כאן נכונה לו הפתעה, לוי קפץ משמחה 
אלווה  רק  ולא  אתך  שאבוא  "בוודאי  ואמר: 
טוב  ואמליץ  המלך  עם  אדבר  אלא  אותך 

בעדך".
 זהו המשל. הנמשל ברור מאליו:

לו  קדשיו  את  "ואיש  התורה:  אומרת 

יהיה"
מבאר ה"חפץ חיים" – לכל 
אדם שלשה חברים בעולם הזה:

הממון בו השקיע כל חייו.
הבנים שלו.

והמצוות והמעשים טובים שעשה.
בשעת פטירתו הוא פונה אליהם: "בואו 

עמי" ועד מהרה הוא מגלה שכך:
הכסף עומד במקומו ולא זז...

בניו מוליכים אותו עד פתח הקבר.
בו  השקיע  שהוא  זה   – היחיד  והחבר 
הכי פחות המצוות והמעשים טובים שעשה 
טוב  וממליצים  הבא  לעולם  איתו  הולכים 

בעדו...
 אם רק נדע היכן כדאי להשקיע...

שיעור קצר בעניני דיומא
upstairs 20באידיש ועברית אחרי ותיקין ב

SHIUR
SCHEDULE
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Saving a Marriage
"We have given each other grief for years, we have read the 

self-help books, and we have done the counseling. Do you really 
think we can ever make this work?" The rabbi is no prophet, but 
he may guide the couple to draw inspiration from none other than 
this week's reading of the parsha of Sotah, the laws of a wife who 
is accused of destroying the very family in which she may be very 
invested.  

That is because the Torah does end the parsha on a happy 
note. The couple that survives the Sotah ordeal physically intact, 
unharmed by the Divinely charged water and thus acquitted from 
the accusations brought forth, is promised great growth and har-
mony. Thus, it emerges that a family whose mother stubbornly 
challenged her husband's request for greater modesty, violated 
the laws of yichud, and was accused publicly and unrelentingly of 
infidelity, can still somehow, after all is proven false, pull it all back 
together. If for that optimistic message alone to the many who 
step back from the abyss, we were to study this parsha annually, 
dayeinu!

However, I think Hashem also presents some tools in this par-
sha for the couple who has to rebuild a relationship that certainly 
has been shaken to its very core. Chazal stress the supreme val-
ue of shalom bayis by pointing out Hashem's directive to erase 
His written name, the heart of all sanctity in writing, in order to 
bring peace and harmony to a home. Clearly, Chazal understood 
that Hashem's name was not being destroyed to end a marriage 

but, rather, to help in salvaging a very troubled one. Perhaps the 
couple who watches the kohein erase the very record to which 
we would accord uncompromising respect and which is His rep-
resentation in a physical world, learns that the success of their 
second chance will depend on their ability to sacrifice even pre-
cious self-defining dreams when necessary.

That is why I often cringe when I hear a chupa or sheva be-
rachos drosho that encourages spouses to be vigilant about their 
individuality throughout their future together. I don't think that is 
the message of the optimism of the parsha. Rather, dream and 
define oneself as a team ready to sacrifice threatening aspects 
of one’s individuality, albeit very attuned to one's strengths and 
contributions.

A similar idea is quoted by Rashi as an introduction to the 
parsha of Sotah. Concerned about the juxtaposition between 
Parshas Sotah and the preceding parsha of appropriate gifting 
to kohanim, Rashi explains that one may well lead to the other. 
Here, the message is that if you hold back the trumah from ko-
hanim, you may meet him in the Mikdash with your noncompliant 
spouse. It must be upsetting to suspect one's wife of infidelity and 
be told that this is happening to you because you held back on 
your charitable giving! Yet, here too, the Torah is suggesting that 
the separate routes that these spouses may have taken can still 
converge once again if they learn to give and give more and even 
enjoy it all the while.

RABBI
YAAKOV NEUBERGER
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Shiur at the Kollel Boker by Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

Shiur Hachana L'Yom Tov with Rabbi Dovid Rube

Learning at Bais Medrash Ohr ChaimSiyum on Makkos for Kinyan Hamasechta

Shavuos at Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim Siyum on  ירושלמי מסכת עירובין 
by Rabbi Nosson Nuberger
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A Man, A Man
The introduction to the law of the Sotah (the suspect-

ed wife) is “Any man (ish ish), whose wife shall go astray 
and commit treachery against him” (Bamidbar 5:12). The 
Medrash comments that we learn from here that a person 
should be easygoing (‘vatran’) in his household.

This would seem to be a strange pasuk (verse) on 
which to attach the advice that one should have a “live and 
let live” attitude. Surely, the Medrash is not suggesting that 
if a man’s wife is unfaithful to him, he should be easygoing 
about the matter and overlook it. If a man discovers that 
his wife is being unfaithful, he is biblically prohibited from 
continuing the marriage.

So why then, in this pasuk, where apparently the wife 
is the problem, does the Medrash give advice to the hus-
band about how he should conduct himself? Bear in mind 
that even if the woman is found to be ‘innocent’ and has 
not committed the offense of actual adultery, she still is far 
from being fault-free. In order to have become a Sotah, 
the woman must have gone into seclusion with a man 
with whom her husband had already warned her not to 
be alone.

The Medrash is prompted by the pasuk’s strange use 
of the terminology “ish ish” (literally, ‘a man, a man’) to de-
scribe the husband in this situation. It would certainly have 
been sufficient to write “ish” once to get the point across. 
The redundancy apparently alludes to the fact that this 
husband was too much of an ‘ish.’ He was perhaps too 
assertive, too particular, too overbearing. He was the type 
of husband who ruled his house as a type of dictatorship. 
He was abusive and oppressive. The result of there being 
too much of the ‘ish’ was the wife going astray.

The woman may, in fact, have sinned and be deserv-
ing of punishment. But the Medrash is pointing out that 
such things do not happen in a vacuum. Of course, if a 
husband is abusive, the wife is still not justified in being 
unfaithful. Heaven forbid. People are obviously and ulti-
mately responsible for their own actions. But a contributory 
cause of the sin might have in fact been that the husband 
was “ish, ish” – he was too oppressive.

There is no greater assault on the peace and tranquil-
ity of a marriage relationship than to have one of the part-
ners in that marriage commit adultery. But the Medrash 
reminds us that adultery is only the culmination of the ten-
sion in the family. The problem started with smaller things. 
There are many impediments to a peaceful and serene 
home setting.

The Torah is telling us that a person must look at him-
self and ask, “Did I have a part in this?” “Is this totally her 
fault?” Did underlying problems with the lack of sholom 
bayis  (domestic tranquility), perhaps related to the hus-
band being too overbearing and not easygoing enough, 
contribute to the situation?

Saying Sorry Doesn’t Help
“They shall confess the sin that they committed…” (5:7)
The Torah describes the process of atonement for an 

individual who unlawfully withholds money that belongs to 
another and then compounds his iniquity by swearing false-
ly. A crucial element of his atonement is known as viduy, 
confession. The Rambam cites this verse as the source for 
the general commandment of repentance. The Rambam 
concludes with the words, “Kol hamarbeh lehisvados haray 
zeh meshubach” – “Anyone who confesses exceedingly is 
worthy of praise.” The secular notion of confession conjures 
up images involving admission of guilt and expiation, a per-
son psychologically beating and berating himself for his un-
worthiness. It is difficult to consider a person who indulges 
in this type of behavior as one who is worthy of praise. On 
the contrary, such behavior usually encourages a person 
to violate the same prohibition again. He either views the 
self-flagellation as atonement for his actions and would be 
willing to endure this type of atonement if tempted again by 
the same actions, or he reaches a point where his opinion 
of himself is so low that he feels justified in committing the 
violation again for he feels he is worthy of nothing more. 
What, then, is the Jewish definition of confession?

The Rambam uses a similar expression on one other 
occasion. Concerning the mitzva of recounting the exodus 
from Mitzrayim on Pesach night, the Rambam states, “Kol 
hamarich bedevarim haray zeh meshubach” – “Anyone 
who recites exceedingly is worthy of praise.” The recitation 
of the Haggadah on Pesach night is a fulfillment of this pre-
cept. The passage describing the bringing of the first fruits, 
which contains a brief sketch of Jewish history, forms a ma-
jor part of the Pesach Haggadah. The Talmud  refers to this 
passage as “viduy bikkurim.” In the entire passage, there is 
no mention of guilt or confession. Why would Chazal de-
scribe this recitation as a viduy?

The term viduy has the same root as the word todah, 
thanks. This comparison is emphasized through the follow-
ing Midrash: When Adam repented for his sin, he composed 
the Psalm “Tov lehodos” – “It is good to give thanks.” The 
Midrash relates that lehodos should be read as lehisvados, 
to confess. What is the connection between giving thanks 
and confession?

When a person offers gratitude for a positive action that 
has been performed for him, he acknowledges the benefit 
that he has received. The word todah stems from the word 
modeh, acknowledge. Confession forces a person to ver-
balize his acknowledgement of the benefits Hashem has 
granted him and to show that he realizes that transgressing 
one of Hashem’s mitzvos is, in essence, self-destructive, 
for adhering to the mitzvos is beneficial to him. Therefore, 
it is praiseworthy to continuously acknowledge the benefit 
Hashem has bestowed upon us, for this will ensure that 
our commitment to adhere to the precepts is strengthened. 
Similarly, on Pesach night, we recount the multitude of mir-
acles that Hashem has performed on our behalf throughout 
history and express our gratitude for His kindness. There 
is no limit that can be placed upon acknowledging our obli-
gations toward Hashem because of the great kindness He 
has shown.

RABBI
YISSOCHOR FRAND

RABBI
YOCHANAN ZWEIG 
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The Problem of Slippers
“The Children of Yisrael will encamp, 

each person by his banner, according to 
the insignia of their fathers’ household, at a 
distance surrounding the Tent of Meeting, 
they will encamp.” (2:1)

Ryan Ramsey was the captain of the 
nuclear submarine HMS Turbulent be-
tween 2008 and 2011 and once spent 286 
days at sea without seeing the sky. He 
shared an 84-meter steel tube with 130 
people. In the middle of the total lockdown, 
the BBC screened an interesting interview 
with him. Two of his tips resonated with 
me. The first was to be careful to attend 
to one’s personal appearance. It’s all too 
easy in a time of lockdown to let one’s 
personal grooming slip, which can lead to 
a general decline. For an observant Jew, 
this translates as not davening in your slip-
pers. Man is created b’tzelem Elokim, and 
he preserves that tzelem by preserving 
tzurat ha’adam.

The other tip he had was to maintain 
a routine. Shigra, or routine, is a dou-
ble-edged blade. One of the great rabbis 
of a previous generation (please let me 
know who it was), when visiting his son in 
his yeshiva, would first of all go and check 
his son’s bedroom rather than go and see 
how his son was learning in the beit mid-
rash (study hall).

Personal order is both a barometer 
and a cause of application and organi-
zation. It also accelerates time. The mo-
notony of living in a submarine or locked 
up at home is reduced by routine. Hours 
become links between set activities, hours 
become days. Days become months. It’s 
exactly that same difficulty we find when 
we try to remember a specific day three 
years ago that helps us deal with monoto-
ny. It’s a G-d-given amnesia that helps the 
mind deal with boredom. I have no prob-
lem whatsoever remembering the day of 
my wedding or my son’s first haircut, but 

try me on a specific day two 
months ago!

A slave’s life is very monotonous, but 
it’s also very regular. In one sense, it’s very 
relaxing. You just keep doing the same 
thing every day without thinking. When 
the Jewish People left Egypt and expe-
rienced the most memorable event of a 
lifetime, the giving of the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, they were challenged by an event 
that could easily destabilize them. And a 
few million people wandering around an 
uncharted desert after the comfort and 
stability of the fleshpots of Egypt could 
have been a disaster waiting to happen.

This week’s Torah portion goes into 
great detail about the precise location and 
job of each one of the priestly tribes. There 
is a hint here that order and routine are 
fundamentals of both sanity and the ability 
to serve our Creator appropriately — and 
that starts with not wearing slippers for 
davening.

RABBI YAAKOV ASHER SINCLAIR OHR.EDU

 WE TAKE  
THE TIME TO 
 UNDERSTAND  
 YOUR  BUSINESS.

Lument is a subsidiary of ORIX Corporation USA. *Securities, Investment Banking and Advisory Services provided through Lument Securities, LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC. 

Investment advisory services are provided by Lument Investment Management, LLC, registered as an investment adviser with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.

Lument. More than a loan.

DISCOVER ALL WE CAN OFFER AT LUMENT.COM 
FANNIE MAE   |   FREDDIE MAC   |   FHA   |   BRIDGE   |   MEZZANINE   |   PREFERRED EQUITY   |   M&A

JEFFREY BERGER 
DIRECTOR
jeff rey.berger@lument.com
216.470.5533

LEARN MORE



12   NASO

Birchas Kohanim and the 
Business Deal

This week's parashah talks about the 
mitzvah of Birchas Kohanim (6:23-26), 
that the kohanim should bless the Jewish 
nation. What is the purpose of this mitz-
vah? Hashem can bless the nation Him-
self. He doesn’t need kohanim to bless 
them! 

The Akeidah explains that the pur-
pose of Birchas Kohanim is to remind the 
Jewish nation that all the good we enjoy 
comes from Hashem. The kohanim say, 
Yevarechecha, Ya’er, Yissa, and we re-
member that all the good we have comes 
from Hashem. This awareness grants us 
Hashem's brachos. 

The Akeidah writes that this is the rea-
son for all the brachos we say (such as 
brachos over food). When we remember 
Hashem's kindness, we receive more 
good from Above. 

Chazal (Brachos 7) say, "A simple per-
son's blessings shouldn't be a small mat-
ter in your eyes." The Akeidah explains, 

"We shouldn't consider our brachos trivial 
because there is great benefit to them. It 
brings us awareness of Hashem's king-
dom, and with this awareness, we will 
merit to receive bounty from Above." 

A chasid once said to Rebbe Dovid 
Moshe of Tchortkov zt'l, "The poritz in the 
area where I live is old, and he is selling 
all his properties for half price. There is a 
large forest on his property, and I plan to 
buy it." 

The Rebbe told him, "I advise you not 
to buy the forest." 

The chasid didn't listen to the rebbe's 
counsel. He didn't want to lose out on this 
deal of a lifetime and bought the forest. 
The forest was sold for half price but was 
still very costly because it was enormous. 
The chasid had to sell his properties and 
borrow money to pay for the forest. 

His hired workers began chopping 
down the trees, but they quickly dis-
covered a problem. The first tree they 
chopped down was infested with worms. 
So the workers chopped down another 

tree and then a third, but they 
were all rotting, wormy trees. 

He was embarrassed to return to the 
Tchortkover Rebbe because the rebbe 
had warned him not to buy the forest, and 
he didn't heed his advice. But after two 
years had passed, the chasid told himself, 
"It is enough that I lost my money. Should 
I lose my rebbe as well?" So he went to 
Rebbe Dovid Moshe of Tchortkov and 
said, "I know. It is my fault. The Rebbe 
knew better than me. I should have relied 
on the Rebbe's ruach hakodesh." 

The Tchortkover zt'l replied, "It wasn't 
ruach hakodesh. It is just that I saw you 
were certain that you would make money 
on this business venture, and it seemed 
that you didn't remember that you needed 
Hashem to succeed. So I advised you not 
to enter this business because one can't 
succeed without Hashem. One must al-
ways remember this."

Even Just One Letter
They carry (the articles of the Mishkan) 

on their shoulder (7:9)
The Mishna (Avos 6:3) says that one 

who learns even just one letter from his 
friend has to act towards him with respect, 
as one would act towards his rebbe. This is 
derived from Dovid Hamelech, who learned 
only two things from Achitofel and regarded 
him with a great level of respect on account 
of these two things 

The Yerushalmi says that one of the 
things that Achitofel taught Dovid Hamel-
ech was that the kohanim always had to 
carry the Aron on their shoulders. The Zera 
Shimshon writes in the name of the Kli Ya-
kar (from Rav Laniado on Nevi'im) that this 
is the halacha that the Mishna refers to as 
'one letter.' Obviously, it was not merely a 
letter that Dovid Hamelech was taught by 
Achitofel. Rather, it was a halacha that was 

derived from one extra letter in the Torah, 
and it was this that Achitofel taught Dovid 
Hamelech.

When the Aron was brought back to 
Yerushalayim (Shmuel II 2), Dovid Hamel-
ech made a new chariot for it to be carried 
on. Although the Torah writes that it should 
be carried on the shoulders of the Levi'im, 
he thought that this was simply the Torah 
writing the natural way that things are car-
ried, and the Torah was just recording how 
the Levi'im carried it, but not that it was a 
halacha that it must be carried specifical-
ly on their shoulders. Dovid Hamelech 
thought that the fact that the Levi'im had 
until now carried it only on their shoulders 
was merely a stringency that they had ad-
opted. This is why, when returning the Aron 
to Yerushalayim, he had it brought back on 
a chariot.

Achitofel taught Dovid Hamelech that 

the word ישאו, it should be carried, is in fact 
an obligatory commandant, that this is the 
way it must be carried, and no other way. 
This is stressed by the extra י at the be-
ginning of the word. As opposed to writing 
 which would imply that the Torah ,שאו בכתף
was simply telling us how the Levi'im car-
ried the Aron, the Torah added a yud: בכתף 
-This implies that this is a command .ישאו
ment as to how the Aron must be carried - 
only on the shoulders, and in no other way.

Since this halacha is derived from the 
addition of one letter, and Dovid Hamelech 
did not know this halacha, the Mishna refers 
to it as though Achitofel only taught him one 
letter. However, the precise understanding 
is that Achitofel taught Dovid Hamelech a 
halacha that is derived from the fact that 
there is one additional letter in the Torah.

RABBI ELIMELECH BIDERMAN
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The Shabbos After Shavuos
We are now preparing for Parshas Naso, the Shab-

bos Nach Shavuos, in a week in which we hopeful-
ly achieved an appreciation of the Shavuos that just 
passed. Chassidim say that the Shabbos Nach Shavu-
os is like the lechem hapanim that is taken out of the 
Shulchan at the end of the week of the mishmar of ko-
hanim.

Kohanim started their mishmar on Shabbos with 
the lechem hapanim, and then the following Shabbos, 
the lechem hapanim from the week before was taken 
out and shown to everybody. The kohanim showed the 
whole tzibbur that the bread was as fresh as when it 
went in. The message was that the kohanim were all 
excited when they started the mishmar, and a week lat-
er, they didn’t forget their original freshness, their original 
excitement.

In the same way, on Shabbos Nach Shavuos, we 
should remember the excitement with which we came to 
Mattan Torah, and when the seven yemai tashlumin of 
Shavuos come to an end, we should remind ourselves 
of that freshness of Kabbalas HaTorah. Certainly, Par-
shas Naso is a wonderful parsha from which to learn 
about the freshness of Kabbalas HaTorah. There are 
many extremely significant parshiyos in Parshas Naso; 
Birchas Kohanim is one of them. I would like to talk to 
you briefly about Nesi’as Kapayim. 

It says after Birchas Kohanim in 6:27 -וְשָׂמוּ אֶת-שְׁמִי, עַל
 Place My name on – וְשָׂמוּ What is .בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל; ואֲַנִי, אֲבָרְכֵם
the Jewish people? ּוְשָׂמו is not a term of sam al kesaifav, 
of physically putting something on someone’s shoulder. 
It is a term like וְשמְתֶּם אֶת דְּבָרַי אֵלֶּה עַל לְבַבְכֶם. It refers to 
tesumas leiv, havanah. Place My name on the Jewish 
people so that they will pay attention to the fact that HK-
B”H’s name and His beracha is resting upon them. This 
is the pshat in the posuk and is found in some of the 
meforshim.

This may be a mekor for the halacha in Shulchan 
Aruch in Siman Kuf Chaf Ches, where it says that when 
the kohanim are bentching Klal Yisrael, when they are 
giving a beracha to the Jewish people, those in the au-
dience (which is us) should be mechavein k’negged ha-
kohanim. We should be thinking of what the kohanim 
are saying, paying attention to the kohanim. What is the 
source for that? If someone is giving you a beracha, do 
you have to be paying attention with kavanah? Yes. Af-
ter the kohanim bentch you, you should know that I will 
give Klal Yisrael the beracha to the degree they have 
tesumas haleiv, that they pay attention. This is a general 
rule: The more a person recognizes and pays attention 
to something in ruchnius, the more real and meaningful 
it is to him. This is a pshat in ;וְשָׂמוּ אֶת-שְׁמִי עַל-בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל 
אֲבָרְכֵם .ואֲַנִי 

RABBI
YISRAEL REISMAN
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JOKES

“Has your son decided what he wants to be when 
he grows up?” I asked my friend as we watched 

the four-year-olds play in the sandbox.
“He wants to be a garbageman,” he replied.

“That’s an unusual ambition to have at such a 
young age.”

“Not really. He thinks that garbagemen work only 
on Tuesdays.”

My sixth-grade class would not leave me alone for a 
second. It was a constant stream of “Mrs. Stern?” 
“Mrs. Stern?” “Mrs. Stern?” Fed up, I said firmly, 
“Do you think we could go for just five minutes 

without anyone saying “Mrs. Stern”?!”
The classroom got quiet. Then, from the back, a soft 

voice said, “Um … Brochie?”

Judge: "Where were you born, sir?" 
Man: "In the United States." 

Judge: "Okay, and which part?" 
Man: "My entire body.”

Career Choices

Teacher’s Niece?

Not Judging

Just Saying

Bank Robber

• "Doctor, there's a patient on line 1 who says he's 
invisible." "Well, tell him I can't see him right now."
• I told my sister she drew her eyebrows too high. She 
seemed surprised.
• I ordered 2,000 lbs. of Chinese soup. It was Won Ton.
• Don't spell part backwards. It's a trap.
• A courtroom artist was arrested today for an unknown 
reason... details are sketchy.
• Doesn’t expecting the unexpected make the unexpected 
expected?
• I live in my own world, but it’s okay. They know me 
there.
• There are two rules in life. 1. Never give out all of the 
information.
• A fool isn’t someone who is wrong; a fool is someone 
who is afraid of being wrong.
• I could agree with you, but then we'd both be wrong.

The bank was robbed three times by the same bandit in 
the space of two months. After the third raid, a senior 
detective was brought in to question the bank teller. 

“Have you noticed anything distinctive about the robber?” 
he asked. “There is one thing,” replied the teller. “Each 

time he shows up, he’s better dressed.”

JOKES
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STEADY.sOLID. STRONG.

WE COULDN’T HAVE ROCKED IT WITHOUT YOU. 
THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH RCN.


