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One must wonder how Kor-
ach, who Chazal say was a giant in Torah,
could make such a grave mistake in rebel-
ling against Moshe Rabbeinu. After all, the
Rambam in Hilchos Yesodai Hatorah tells
us that everyone not only heard Hashem
speaking, but also heard Hashem speak-
ing to Moshe, in order to make it clear that
Moshe was the chosen leader, and no one
should doubt him.

| heard a profound answer from Rav
Noach Weinberg, and years later, | realized
that his explanation is founded in the words
of Tosfos Maseches Shabbas 87. Korach
knew that Moshe was chosen by Hashem.
However, as Rabeinu Tam, who is quoted
in that Tosfos, explains, we have a princi-
ple that mix 0o*2m 177 n¥N oTRw T2 A
person will be led in the way that he desires.
Korach felt that whatever Hashem com-
manded Moshe Rabbeinu to do emanated
from Moshe’s own desires, whether to be a
leader or to choose his brother as the kohen
gadol. The mistake Korach made is really
described at the end of the whole dispute
between Korach and Moshe. Moshe says
three words: 'm &7 » — for it wasn't from
my heart.

We can learn a very valuable lesson from
here. We all want to do the Will of Hashem,
and many times we might think we are do-
ing His Will, but really it's our will that we are
being led to do. So, how do we make sure
what we do is Hashem'’s Will? The answer
is tefillah. We must ask Hashem to help us
choose what He wants us to do, and then
He will help us to succeed.

in R’ Coren’s
office every Wednesday at 9:00 PM

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL,

The Talmud (Berachos 8a) refers to the body of the hala-
cha as "the four amos of halacha." We had a rebbe at yeshiva who was
fond of pointing out that it's not "two amos" of halacha, but four. The Torah
doesn't dictate to us to follow a straight and narrow line but rather to stay
within a certain area of acceptable behavior.

In this week's parsha, Moshe Rabbeinu tells Adas Korach that "in
the moming," Hashem will demonstrate who the chosen individuals to
serve as kohanim and /leviim are (Bamidbar 16:5). Rashi, in his com-
mentary on that passuk, quotes from the Medrash that the phrase in the
passuk has yet an added connotation. "Boker, morning" indicates that
just as Hashem has set borders between day and night, so, too, has He
distinguished between kohanim, leviim, and yisraelim, and so too, all of
the Torah represents the boundaries distinguishing between the muttar
and the assur. There is a broad two-dimensional area of muttar, and not
just a straight line. In the Torah path, we don't have to be careful not to get
"out of line." Rather, we have to be careful not to cross over the border
(gevulos).

In the famous passuk at the conclusion of the nevua of Hoshea, the
prophet states, "The paths (in the plural) of Hashem are straight." There
is more than one lane in this wide highway.

In the concluding lines of the classic work Mesilas Yesharim, Rabbi
Moshe Chaim Luzatto points out that even someone who was compelled
to enter into a very lowly profession has the ability to become a chassid
just like one who is only leamning all the time. Hashem created a big,
wide world, and He needs tzaddikim entering into all kinds of fields to
accomplish a kiddush Hashem. The Talmud (Berachos 17a) records the
statement that the rabbis of Yavneh used to say: "l (the talmid chacham)
am a creature of Hashem, and the farmer is also a creature of Hashem.
| do my work (of studying Torah) in the city, and he does his work on the
farm. And no one should think that the talmid chacham will receive more
reward, for tradition has it that whether one learns a lot or a little, if he
plays his designated role in the world by accomplishing a kiddush Hash-
em in his field, he will receive proper reward."

In Parshas Breishis, the Torah mentions that Chanoch was an un-
usual tzaddik. There is a well-known comment made by the Zohar that
Chanoch was a shoemaker by profession, and his unusual tziddkus con-
sisted of the fact that he did his work in an honest fashion.

The midrashim make the famous comment that "just as the facial fea-
tures of people are different from each other, so, too, the way they think
is also very different." This statement was made by the rabbis in praise
of the Creator. When people mint coins in a mold, all the coins come
out the same. But the Creator made people in a similar mold, but each
one is also dissimilar from the other (Sanhedrin 38a)! The Creator never
wanted all of us to be gingerbread men, all exactly the same, because we
conformed to the same cookie mold.

All of the twelve nesiim (heads of tribes) brought exactly the same
korbanos (during the first twelve days of Nissan) for the purpose of
chanukas hamizbeach, but, as the Midrash Rabba on parshas Naso ex-
plains, each one of them had a totally different kavana (intention). Even
where there is conformity, there is still much room for individuality. No two
people think alike.

A serious mistake that many observant parents make is that they plan
to raise all of their children to strictly conform to the same single mold.
Mishlei (22:6) tells us that we must educate each of our children accord-
ing to their individual style. And each of them, in his own profession, has
the ability to develop into a great tzaddik and even a chassid[1].

[1] Ed: "Chassid" here refers to an exceedingly righteous individual
and does not refer to the contemporary usage of the word to identify a
specific subset of the Orthodox community.
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In Tribute To the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, For His
Yahrtzeit

We read in this week’s parsha after Kor-
ach’srebellion:

“And on the following day, Moses came
to the Tent of Testimony, and behold, Aar-
on's staff for the house of Levi had blos-
somed! It gave forth blossoms, sprouted
buds, and produced ripe almonds. Moses
took out all the staffs from before the Lord,
to the children of Israel; each man saw and
took his staff.”

What was the meaning of this strange
miracle? G-d could have chosen many
ways to demonstrate the authenticity of
Aaron’s position.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, whose yahriz-
eitis approaching, had a fascinating insight
regarding this question.

To Expel or Not to Expel

Rabbi Berel Baumgarten (d. 1978) was
a Jewish educator in an Orthodox religious
yeshiva in Brooklyn, NY, before relocating
to Buenos Aires. He once wrote a letter to
the Rebbe asking for advice. Each Shab-
bos afternoon, when he would meet up with
his students for a study session, one stu-
dent would walk into the room smelling of
cigarette smoke. Clearly, he was smoking
on the Shabbos. “His influence may cause
his religious classmates to also cease
keeping the Shabbos,” Rabbi Baumgarten

was concerned. “Must | expel him from the
school, even without clear evidence that he
is violating the Shabbos?”

The Rebbe’s answer was no more than
a scholarly reference: “See Avos Derabi
Noson Chapter 12.” That's it.

Rabbi Baumgarten was curious to un-
derstand the Rebbe’s response. He was
looking for practical advice, and the Rebbe
was sending him to an ancient text, a Tal-
mudic tractate, an addendum to the Ethics
of the Fathers.

He opened Avos Derabi Noson to that
particular chapter and found a story about
Aaron, our very own High Priest of Israel.

Aaron, the Sages relate, brought back
many Jews from a life of sin to a life of puri-
ty. He was the first one in Jewish history to
make “baalei teshuvah,” to inspire Jews to
re-embrace their heritage, faith, and inner
spiritual mission. But unlike today, during
Aaron’s time, to be a sinner, you had to be
a real no-goodnik. The Jews of his gener-
ation had seen G-d in His full glory, and to
nevertheless rebel against the Torah way
of life was a sign of true betrayal and care-
lessness.

How, then, did Aaron do it? He would
greet each person warmly. Even a grand
sinner would be greeted by Aaron with
tremendous grace and love. Aaron would
embrace these so-called “Jewish sinners”
with endless warmth and respect. The fol-

lowing day, when this person -
would crave to sin, he would ask

himself, “How will | be able to look Aaron in
the eye after | commit such a serious sin?
| am too ashamed. He holds me in such
high moral esteem. How can | deceive him
and let him down?” And this person would
abstain from immoral behavior.

He Gave Them Dignity

Aaron never gave up on the dried out
sticks. He never looked at someone and
said, “This person is a lost cause; he is
completely cut off from any possibility of
growth. He is dry, brittle, and lifeless.” For
Aaron, even dry sticks would blossom and
produce fruit.

This is the story related in Avos Derabi
Noson. This was the story the Lubavitcher
Rebbe wanted Rabbi Berel Baumgarten to
study and internalize. “Should | expel the
child from school?” was his question. “He
is, Jewishly speaking, one dried out and
tough stick!”

The response of an Aaron is this: Love
him even more. Embrace him with every
fiber of your being, open your heart to him,
cherish him, and shower him with warmth
and affection. Appreciate him, respect him,
and let him feel that you really care for him.
See in him that which he may not be able to
see in himself at the moment. View him as
a great human being, and you know what?
He will become just that.

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night - before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.

— MISHMERET SHALOWM

We Lent Out an
Apartment and Were
Disappointed With
the Results

Question: We went away for
Shabbos, lending our home to our
neighbor's married couple. The
neighbor assured us that when we
returned, we'd find it exactly as we'd
left it. In the end, when we arrived
home on Motzaei Shabbos, we
were appalled at its condition...

The next day, the mother called
to thank me, and she asked, “Nu,
how did they leave your home?” |
didn’t have time to think; | just mum-
bled something like, “It was okay,
well, sort of okay.” | assume the
neighbor understood that | wasn't
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pleased. Was | guilty of speaking
lashon hara?

Answer: The questioner writes
that the neighbor asked explicitly
how the couple left the apartment.
Therefore, she was obligated,
lto’eles, to answer in a way that
would at least hint that the situation
was not as it should be. That way,
the neighbor would understand that
in the future, she’d need to make
sure such things wouldn't happen,
either by explaining gently to the
couple how to leave an apartment
they received for use for Shabbos
or by herself taking responsibility to
ensure that the apartment was left
in tip-top shape. Since there was a
fo'eles objective here, the question-
er responded wisely to her neighbor
and did the right thing.

UFARATZTA

BBI SHALOM BER MUNITZ

YOM HABOHIR GIMEL

TAMMUZ

The Rebbe cared for Klal Yisroel. The Rebbe
cared for each individual.

On Sundays, the Rebbe would give out dollars
for people to give or exchange for fzedakah. In those
30 seconds to a minute, people would get brochos
and eitzos that changed their lives.

The Rebbe would say about Eretz Yisroel, ‘Einei
Hashem Elokechah bah...” Hashem is personally watch-
ing over it. The way to win a war is by listening to the army
professionals without worrying about what the nations will
say. The Rebbe quoted the halachah “Haba lehorgecha,
hashkeim lehorgo.” If someone is coming to kill you, make
a preemptive strike and kill them first.

During the Six-Day War, the Rebbe came out with a
campaign to encourage people to put on tefillin, quoting
the pasuk “Vera'oo kal amei ha'aretz v'yor'oo mimeka” —
The nations will be afraid of you.



What status does the brocha recited be-
fore the kiddushin have? There are various
categories of brochos that we recite through-
out the day and year. Some brochos are bir-
cos hamitzvos, recited before performing a
mitzvah, some brochos are bircos ha’shvach,
praising Hashem for something that He does
for us or His wonders in the world, and some
brochos are recited before partaking of the
pleasures of the world.

What status does the Bircas Eirusin have?
To which of these categories does it belong?
Indeed, all of these possibilities are correct,
as there is an opinion that understands the
brocha in each of these ways.

The Rambam (Ishus 1:1, 3:23) writes that
kiddushin is a mitzvah, and the Bircas Eirusin
is a bircas hamitzvah. The Sefer Hachinuch
(Mitzvah 552) concurs with this opinion of the
Rambam, as does the Rivash.

The Rosh (Kesuvos 1:12) starts off with
the assumption that it is a bircas hamitzvah
and raises four questions on this presump-
tion:

1. Ifitis a regular brocha on the mitzvah of
getting married, why is it that we don’t use the
same text as other bircos hamitzvos and not
just the simple text “asher kidshanu b'mitzvo-
suval..”?

2. Why do we add to the text of the brocha
that it is forbidden to live with an arusa before
the chupah takes place? We do not mention
what is forbidden in regard to other mitzvos,
such as shechitah (that we are forbidden to
eat without shechitah), so why do we mention
it here?

3. Why is the topic of arayos, forbidden
marriages, mentioned in the text of the bro-
cha?

4. Ifitis a brocha on the mitzvah of kiddu-
shin, why is the chupah, which is not a part of
the mitzvah, mentioned?

To answer these questions, the Rosh as-
serts that, in fact, there is no bircas hamitz-
vah on getting married, simply because it is
not a mitzvah to get married, per se. Rather,
there is a mitzvah to have children. The Rosh
concludes that the brocha is actually a bircas
ha’shvach, thanking Hashem for the opportu-
nity to get married, and we mention the great-
ness of the Jewish marriage.

The Rosh continues
that once we have this un- der-
standing of the brocha, that it is recited in
order to praise Hashem and reflect on the
greatness of a Jewish marriage, all of the
questions are answered. We can now un-
derstand why the text of the brocha should
include more than the actual kiddushin. Since
this is a bircas ha’shvach about the greatness
of the Jewish marriage, it is quite appropriate
to mention who one may or may not marry
and that the marriage is only completed with
the chupah, and no one should mistakenly
think that it is allowed earlier.

Tosfos in Pesachim (7a) seems to con-
cur with this understanding that it is a bircas
ha’shvach and compares it to the brocha of
‘lihachniso bivriso shel Avraham,” recited at a
bris mila. This is quoted by the Taz (YD 1:16)
in discussing the various types of brachos.
The Taz, here in Even Ha'ezer (34:2), also
quotes this explanation.

The Levush (34:1) has a third perspective
on the brocha: that it is a bircas ha’nehenin.
Just as one must recite a brocha before par-
taking of the enjoyments of this world, so, too,
one must recite a brocha before getting mar-
ried, just like any other enjoyment. The same
idea is written in the Ben Ish Chai (Parshas
Shoftim, 1:2).

However, the Pri Megadim (pesicha to
Brochos, Siman 14) rejects this explanation.
He says that from the Rosh and the Ram-
bam, who maintain that it is a bircas hamitz-
vah or a bircas ha’shvach, respectively, we
see that they did not entertain the possibility
that it should be considered a bircas ha’ne-
henin. Additionally, he asks that the rule of
thumb is that a person cannot recite a bircas
ha’nehenin for others if he himself is not par-
taking in the enjoyment. That being the case,
if we were to consider it a bircas ha’nehenin,
how could the mesader kiddushin recite the
brocha?

According to the Rambam, Bircas Eirusin
is a bircas hamitzvos, a brocha recited before
performing the mitzvah of getting married.
According to the Rosh, the Bircas Eirusin is
a bircas ha’'shvach, a brocha recited to praise
Hashem for a Jewish marriage. And accord-
ing to the Levush, it is a bircas ha’nehenin
recited before enjoying the pleasures of this
world.

Chavrusa learning - Gemara
Currently: xni* njon

Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei
Dyoma and relevant topics

Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : ox1ax T12'3 N13'7a
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Mishna Yomis | 8:45-9:00 PM
Zera Shimshon Shiur | 8:15-9:00 PM

Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal
Holidays - by acclaimed Guest
Speakers

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Yeshivas Kiymu v'Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim

Shovevim Program / Early Friday
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Evening Shuirim in Halacha and
Hashkafa by prominent Morei
Horah
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Rabbi Scheiner’'s Weekly
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‘Mz ni7” — “And Korach took.” What did he take? The
Gemara in Sanhedrin 109b says that it means that he took
ay njn, a bad purchase, for himself. The Arizal says that
Korach took from Kayin the yan T, the evil side. It says in
Esther Rabbah that Kayin was the n'xin"? wx0, the head
of the killers. Why do we call a killer “0'aT n>'ow”, one who
spills blood? While it is true that if all of one’s blood spills
out of his body he will die, there are other ways to die. For
example, if one is strangled, he will die without any blood
coming out of him. It says in the sefern»n yy that a reviis of
blood in a person is the yxinn, the intermediary, between
the guf and the nefesh, the body and the soul. The killer
makes a separation between the guf and the nefesh. He
kills the person; he is doing the opposite of what the blood
does. Thus, the term spilling blood is used for killing, for by
killing a person, it causes the blood to be spilled, to no lon-
ger be the intermediary between the guf and the nefesh.

The name “'7” comes from a lashon of “|1j2,” meaning
that he thought he was the only acquisition in this world; he
was all that was needed. He was the antithesis of achdus,
of being inclusive. His middah was one of being a nxn, a
killer, to not have achdus, to not have the guf and nefesh
connected. The opposite of this middah was Aharon Ha-
kohen. He did not look at himself as a |15, but rather, he
looked at himself as one who was always lacking. Aharon
always sought to connect things together, to bring sha-
lom between the guf and the nefesh, between man and
his wife, between man and his friend. Aharon sought to
connect to everyone and to connect everyone to Torah.
Korach was the head of the n'n¥n, creating separation
between Above and Below, and conversely, Aharon Hako-
hen was connecting Above to Below. (7xinwn nw)

Korach saw himself as a |17 and only saw himself, his
own supposed greatness, while Aharon was exceedingly
humble and only saw his lowliness. Moshe Rabbeinu told
Aharon that it was specifically for that reason, that he saw
himself as low and exceedingly humble, that he was the
one chosen to be kohen gadol. This was the bad purchase
that Korach took, the middah of Kayin, of only seeing him-
self.

This also explains the words of the Zohar Hakodosh
that Korach came to argue on Shabbos Kodesh. By
Shabbos Kodesh it says, ‘7121”7, which can be explained
as to gather, in that Shabbos Kodesh came to gather the
heavens and the Earth together, to make them one. That
is why Shabbos is called “TnxT XM, the secret of the one.
It is a time when the worlds are like one, and it is also to
bring oneness amongst Klal Yisroel. Klal Yisroel become
one with another and with the Ribbono Shel Olam. Korach
came and was the antithesis of this middah of oneness.
Rather, he came with the middah of Kayin, the exact op-
posite of oneness. He was all about himself, and he came
to argue with the very essence of what Shabbos Kodesh
is all about — achdus.
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THE TIME TO
UNDERSTAND
YOUR BUSINESS.

Lument. More than a loan.

JEFFREY BERGER
DIRECTOR

jeffrey.berger@lument.com
216.470.5533

S LUMENT

DISCOVER ALL WE CAN OFFER AT LUMENT.COM

FANNIE MAE | FREDDIE MAC | FHA | BRIDGE | MEZZANI

Lument is a subsidiary of ORIX Corporation USA. *Securities, Investment Banking and Adyv|

Investment advisory services are provided by Lument Investment Management, LLC, regig

Open House
Sunday June 29, 2025 1:00-2:30 P.M totally

Imagine a back

office without
needing the

32 Forshay Rd. 1 back offi

Monsey NY. 10952 coh 'cew

Open House

"I .. | =8| Remote Bookkeeping & Accounting Services
Bathrooms: 3 Garage: Detached garage m——

he L Aaron Gestetner Data Entry + Payroll + AR & AP + Reconciliation +
This unique home is Beautifully renovated and 917-558-7425

ready a custom kitchen, sunroom, and an Ag@exitrv.com

Tax Advisory + Inventory + Financial Reporting
oversized master suite. The finished lower level )
includes guest quarters with five rooms and a Me“dil Klein
garage. Enjoy a private, landscaped yard with a 845-608-1531

pond, two porches, and playground. Mklein@exitrv.com _

Call/text: 516.737.2640
Email: info@totallyaccounting.com
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__RABBI YISSOCHOR FRAND

A Tale of Two Wives

Korach (from the tribe of Levi), along
with Dassan, Aviram, Ohn ben Peles
(all from the tribe of Reuven), and 250
other men, rebelled against Moshe and
Aharon’s leadership. G-d divinely con-
firmed Moshe and Aharon’s leadership
when the earth swallowed up Korach,
Dassan, Aviram, and their entire families,
and a heavenly fire consumed the 250
men.

The obvious question is: What hap-
pened to Ohn ben Peles? While Ohn ben
Peles and Korach started out in the same
clique, they met very different ends. Kor-
ach suffered an ignominious death, while
Ohn ben Peles escaped.

The Talmud [Sanhedrin 109b] explains
how they wound up going their separate
ways. The Gemara says that the wife of
Ohn ben Peles saved him. She saw that

No Visitation Rights

“If these die like the death of all men,
and the destiny of all men is visited upon
them...” (16:29)

Moshe states that if Korach and his as-
sembly die in a manner that requires that
they be visited while on their sick beds, i.e.,
in a natural manner, Korach will be vindi-
cated. The Talmud derives from Moshe’s
statement the obligation of “bikur cholim,”
visiting the sick. Why does the Talmud not
rely on Hashem visiting Avraham after
his circumcision, an earlier occurrence,
as the source for the obligation of bikur
cholim? Furthermore, the connection
between visiting the sick and the story of
Korach’s insurrection is unclear. The point
that Moshe is making is that if Korach dies
a natural death, this justifies his claim that
Moshe had been abusing his position.
However, there is no need to mention bi-
kur cholim in describing a natural death.
Why then does the Torah choose the story
of Korach as the vehicle for relaying the
requirement of visiting the sick?

There is a different passage in the
Talmud that cites an alternative scriptur-
al source for the mitzva of bikur cholim.
Commenting upon the verse “vehodatah
lahem es haderech asher yelchu vah” —

10 KORACH

he was getting all fired up about Korach’s
rebellion. She told him, “What difference
does it make to you? If Moshe is the lead-
er, you will be his disciple, and if Korach is
the leader, you will be his disciple. Either
way, your station in life will not change.
Why are you getting all excited?”

Ohn ben Peles told his wife that since
he had already sworn allegiance to Kor-
ach, there was no way he could now
remove himself from the group. His wife
gave him alcoholic beverages to drink until
he fell asleep. She then went outside the
tent as the ‘mob’ passed by and did not
allow them to come in and wake her hus-
band. They ultimately left without him. Be-
cause of her, Ohn ben Peles was saved.

On the other hand, the Talmud tells
us that Korach’s wife egged him on. It
was her teasing that angered him against
Moshe and fired him up to start his rebel-
lion. We know the rest of the story.

__RABBI YOCHANAN ZWEIG

The point of this Rabbin-
ic teaching is to teach us what
a difference a wife can make. Every once
in a while, we need to hear words from our
wives that set us straight and put us in our
place. On the other hand, if a person does
not merit a good wife, she and her urgings
can be his undoing and the cause of his
destruction.

This is the interpretation that Rav Naf-
tali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin (the Netziv) gave
to explain the expression “Ezer k’negdo’
(@ helpmate, opposite him) [Bereishis
2:18]. Sometimes, she can help by help-
ing, and sometimes, she can help by op-
posing, standing up and protesting, put-
ting the husband, respectfully, in his right
place [Yevamos 63a].

The divergent fate of Korach on the
one hand and that of Ohn ben Peles on
the other was the tale of two men and,
even more, the tale of two wives.

“and you (Moshe) will make known the
path they shall follow to them,” the Talmud
states that this is the source for bikur cho-
lim. Why is it necessary for the Talmud to
cite two sources for the same obligation?

In yet another passage in the Talmud,
we find the statement that since Hashem
visits the sick, we are obliged to do the
same, “vehalachta bidrachav”— “And you
shall follow His path.” The Talmud is teach-
ing us that one aspect of the bikur cholim
obligation is derived from our obligation to
emulate Hashem. It is this aspect that is
portrayed in the story of Avraham, weak
from having undergone circumcision, be-
ing visited by the Divine Presence. The
verse cited by the Talmud , which con-
tains the commandment to Moshe to
instruct Bnei Yisroel as to the path which
they should follow, is also accentuating
this aspect of bikur cholim. The Maharsha
explains that the path refers to the path of
emulating Hashem.

In Parshas Korach, we are introduced
to a new aspect of bikur cholim: the obliga-
tion to empathize with the pain of a fellow
human being. A prerequisite to empathy is
a person’s capacity to focus upon the kin-
dred spirit that we as human beings share.
By being able to identify with one anoth-

er, we can share pain and
bring each other comfort.

Korach is described by Chazal as a
ba’al machlokes, a person who is divisive
by nature. Such an individual thrives on
focusing on those aspects within people
that create conflict. This is the antithesis of
empathy. A person who conducts himself
in such a manner does not empathize with
others, and as a result, does not receive
their empathy, either. Korach claims that
it is Moshe who is creating divisiveness
within Klal Yisroel while Korach himself is
the champion of equality and unity. Moshe
challenges Korach'’s assertions by stating
that Korach cannot die in a natural man-
ner, i.e., becoming bedridden and visited
by others, since it is not possible for him
to receive the empathy of others. A ba‘al
machlokes does not show empathy and,
therefore, receives none in return.

It is now apparent why the Talmud
cites this new source for bikur cholim. It fo-
cuses upon the second aspect of the mitz-
va, the obligation to empathize with one
another. The story of Korach is the ideal
setting in which to deliver this message,
for Korach’s behavior showed a total lack
of sensitivity.
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The Abarbanel is puzzled by the na-
ture of the Torah’s description of Korach’s
dispute with Moshe at the beginning of the
parsha. First, the Torah states that Korach,
along with Datan, Aviram, and Ohn from
the tribe of Reuven, separated himself.
The Torah then states, in a seemingly
repetitive manner, that they stood before
Moshe with two hundred and fifty men and
that they gathered together again before
Moshe and Aharon. The whole confron-
tation could have been reported in one
sentence.

The Abarbanel explains that there
were actually three separate disputes.
First, Korach claimed that the office of the
kohen gadol should have gone to him, not
to Aharon. Leadership went to Moshe, as
he was the son of Levi’s firstborn, Amram.
The office of kohen gadol should have
then gone to Korach, the son of Levi's
second-born, Yitzhar. The second dispute
was between the firstborn of all the tribes

This week’s haftarah requires no deep
analysis to understand our Rabbis’ choice
of the eleventh and twelfth chapters of
Shmuel Aleph for today’s haftarah. The re-
bellion of Korach and his followers against
the leadership of Moshe and Aharon read
in today’s parasha was not simply a denial
of Hashem'’s choice but also a reflection
of a blindness to His guiding hand and
His ongoing miracles. The rebels' refusal
to recognize the Divine choice of Moshe
would also mean a denial of the Divine
hand in the miracles Moshe had per-
formed. In today’s haftarah, we read of
the people’s request for a king to replace
Shmuel HaNavi, a request that G-d Him-
self states is a rejection of His leadership.

The two stories, that of the parasha
and that of the haftarah, underscore the
parallels between the two stories in the
very language that is used. Moshe pro-
claims his innocence before Hashem with
the argument “Lo chamor echad me’hem
nasati” (“I have not taken even one don-
key from them”), while Shmuel asks

12 KORACH

and the tribe of Levi. At least some of them
were angered by the fact that the privilege
of serving in the Tabernacle was taken
away from the firstborn and given to the
tribe of Levi. The third dispute involved the
tribe of Reuven, as represented by Datan,
Aviram, and Ohn, who claimed that the
privilege of royalty should have gone to
them as offspring of Yaakov's firstborn,
and not to the tribe of Yehuda. This analy-
sis explains a difficulty in the simple trans-
lation of the opening verse of the parsha,
which states simply “And Korach took”
without explaining just exactly what he
took. The Aramaic translation of Onkelos
takes this to mean that “he separated him-
self.” However, with the Abarbanel’'s anal-
ysis, we can now understand the simple
meaning as well — that Korach took along
with him representatives from the tribe of
Levi and the firstborn from the rest of the
tribes to strengthen his own challenge by
demonstrating that others had a problem
with Moshe and Aharon as well.

The Abarbanel is also puzzled by
Moshe’s immediate response to the chal-
lenge. Rather than admonishing them first
for their brazen disrespect, he tells them

the people “...vachamor mi lakachti...”
(“...and whose donkey have | ever tak-
en...?”). Shmuel reviews the kindnesses
G-d had done for the nation by beginning
“Hashem, who made Moshe and Aharon
(your leaders),” a phrase implying that
G-d chose Shmuel to be their leader as
well. Nor should we ignore the irony of
the haftarah story in which Shmuel, a di-
rect descendant of Korach himself, is now
forced to defend his actions as the nation’s
leader just as Moshe was forced to defend
his leadership from the accusations of
Shmuel's ancestor, Korach.

But we would be remiss were we to
see these two stories as perfect paral-
lels, for there is an essential difference
between them. The Israelites of Shmuel's
time had no intention of rebelling against
Shmuel's leadership or questioning his
being chosen by G-d. They accepted
Shmuel as their prophet, their “religious”
guide. Indeed, they loved him, but they
desired a king to serve as military/political
leader. As they saw it, they were fulfilling
a mitzvah given in the Torah: “You shall

that G-d will be the one to ’3
choose who is correct. He tells

them to take the special utensils known
as “fire-pans,” place incense in them, and
bring them the following morning. G-d will
either accept their offering or the offering
of the Levites by bringing down a fire to
ignite the incense. The Abarbanel points
out that they were coming to Moshe with
their challenge in the afternoon at the time
of the Mincha offering and that their irratio-
nal behavior could be attributed to intoxi-
cation. Perhaps, by the following morning,
they would realize the folly of challenging
what Moshe knew was G-d’'s will. Moshe
also realized that it would be useless, and
even counter-productive, to immediately
criticize them at a time when they were
clearly angry. He would probably only
make the situation worse. Only after de-
flecting the challenge away from himself
and Aharon and making it clear that G-d
would be the one to decide, Moshe goes
on to admonish directly by telling them,
“You and your entire assembly who are
joining together are against G-d!”

certainly place a king over you,” one of the
three commandments required upon set-
tling the land, according to the Rambam.

The nation’s mistake, | would suggest,
is that they believed that the king would
“fight our battles,” implying that victory
would depend upon the monarch and not
upon G-d Himself. This is why Hashem
comforts Shmuel by telling him that the
people had rejected Him, the Al-mighty,
and not Shmuel. The gravity of their sin is
that it reflected their blindness to the mi-
raculous victories Hashem had wrought
against their enemies, including the victory
over the Plishtim whom He had just van-
quished. In doing so, the nation repeated
the very same sin committed by Korach
and his followers, a blindness to the mir-
acles performed by G-d through His cho-
sen leaders. Ingratitude is more than a re-
fusal to pay thanks. It is a selfishness that
refuses to allow one to recognize an act of
generosity and care. And that was shared
by both Korach'’s followers and the nation
of Shmuel.
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JOKES

A Jewish Indian chief

It was autumn, and the Indians on the remote
reservation asked their new chief, who was really a Jew
dressed like an Indian, if the winter was going to be cold
or mild. Since he was really Jewish, he had never been
taught the old Indian secrets, and when he looked at the
sky, he couldn't tell what the weather was going to be.
Nevertheless, to be on the safe side, he replied to his
tribe that the winter was indeed going to be cold and
that the members of the village should collect wood to
be prepared.

But being a practical leader, after several days, he got an
idea. He went to a phone booth, called the National
Weather Service, and asked, "Is the coming winter going
to be cold?"

"It looks like this winter is going to be quite cold
indeed," the meteorologist at the weather service
responded.

So the chief went back to his people and told them to
collect even more wood
in order to be prepared. A week later, he called the
National Weather Service again. "Is it going to be a very
cold winter?" he asked.

"Yes," the meteorologist again replied, "it's going to be a
very cold winter."

The chief again went back to his people and ordered
them to collect every scrap of wood they could find. Two
weeks later, he called the National Weather Service
again.

"Are you absolutely sure that the winter is going to be
very cold?"

"Absolutely," the man replied. "It's going to be one of
the coldest winters ever."

"How can you be so sure?" the chief asked.

The weatherman replied, "The Indians are collecting
wood like crazy."

The Gantze Mishpacha?

The prospective son-in-law was asked by his date’s father,
'‘Son, are you able to support a family?'
'Well, no, sir," he replied. 'I was just planning to support
your daughter. The rest of you will have to fend for
yourselves.'

Of Parsha Relevance

Back in the old country, the members of a certain shul
were all terrified of being called up for the aliya of the
tochecha. What to do? They called a board meeting and
decided that the best course to take was to hire someone
for a specific fee to take that particular aliya. Tracking
down this individual who would take the ‘dreaded’ aliya
proved to be somewhat harder of a chore than expected.
But, in the end, a candidate was found and engaged. On
the Shabbat of the tochecha, the gabbai looked around
for the contracted individual to call him for the aliya. But
this individual was nowhere to be found in the shul.
“Perhaps he’s simply late,” suggested one of the
members, “let’s wait a few minutes for him.” They sat for
about a quarter of an hour, getting more and more
impatient by the minute. After all, this was not proper. An
agreement had been made. Money had been paid. Where
was he? Thankfully, before things got out of hand, the
contracted individual entered the shul. Immediately, a
few members ran to him and demanded to know the
reason for his tardiness. The individual calmly turned to
the angry group and replied, “I was davening in the shul
down the block. Do you actually think one can make a
living from only one tochecha?”
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__ZERA SHIMSHON

Tzitzis and Mezuza

And Korach took’(16:1).

Rashi explains that Korach argued against the mitz-
vos of tzitzis and mezuza. His argument was that if one
string of blue techeiles exempts the entire tzitzis, surely, if
the entire article of clothing is blue, it should not need the
required one string of blue techeiles. He argued the same
about mezuza. If one mezuza, which contains two parsh-
ios, protects an entire room, then for sure a house that is
full of seforim (sifrei Torah) should not need the protection
of a mezuza.

The Zera Shimshon asks that Korach’s main com-
plaint and the basis of his clash with Moshe Rabbeinu was
because he was infuriated with the nomination of Eltzaf-
an, which Korach held was a position he should have re-
ceived. That being the case, what place did his argument
about the mitzvos of (zitzis and mezuza have? It seems
entirely out of context.

The Zera Shimshon explains that Korach thought that
he was greater than Eltzafan. As well, he felt that his lin-
eage entitled him to the position over Eltzafan. He was the
son of Yitzhar, who was the second son of Amram, and
Eltzafan was the son of Uziel, who was the fourth son of
Amram.

Regarding the mitzva of tzitzis, it seems from the pe-
sukim that the mitzva was given to constantly remind us of
the mitzvos of Hashem. Korach thought that if the remind-
er was present in a stronger form, one did not necessarily
have to fulfill the mitzva as Moshe Rabbeinu taught it. In
fact, it would be even better if the entire article were blue
since this would serve as a much stronger reminder.

The same is true with the mitzva of mezuza. This mitz-
va serves as a protection (see Zohar 3:300b). Korach rea-
soned that if one could have a sefer Torah in his house, it
would serve as an even stronger protection than that of
just a small mezuza, and it would be preferable to have
such protection if possible. Korach thought that his rea-
soning was better than that of Moshe Rabbeinu and that
Moshe Rabbeinu had not correctly understood the mitz-
vos that Hashem had commanded him.

Using this line of reasoning, Korach felt that since he
was greater than Eltzafan, here too, Moshe Rabbeinu was
wrong for picking someone not as great, and that, in reali-
ty, it was he, Korach, who should have been picked.

Obviously, he was mistaken, and the mitzvos were giv-
en exactly as Moshe Rabbeinu had said. Not necessarily
did everything have to fall into place the way Korach saw
it, nor did Hashem'’s pick of Eltzafan over Korach have to
fit with Korach'’s reasoning.
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