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Last week, we quoted the powerful
Sfas Emes regarding becoming holy. We
explained that part and parcel of the path
to kedusha is to be part of Knesses Yisra-
el because the existence of the world de-
pends on the existence of the Jewish peo-
ple. It is actually somewhat of an irony that
on the one hand, kedusha usually means
separation, yet it's conditioned on Kilal Yis-
roel staying deeply connected.

There is another aspect that emerges
from this week’s parshios of Behar and Be-
chukosai. The beginning of Parshas Behar
speaks about the mitzva of Shmitta, which,
as the Ksav Sofer explains, is the ultimate
test of unity and faith. Every owner who has
a field that he invested time and effort in
now has to make it totally ownerless and
share it with everyone else. That isn’t sim-
ple; it has to come from deep emunah and
love and appreciation of every Jew.

Right after the Tochecha in Parshas
Bechukosai is the topic of arachin, which,
simply translated, means the value of hu-
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Speak to Bnei Yisroel; when you come
fo the land, etc., six years you should sow
your field (25:2, 3).

The Zera Shimshon points out that the
passuk starts off in the plural tense, "when
you come to the land,” and then switches
to the singular tense, "you should sow your
field for six years.” Why does the Torah do
this? The wording and the tense of the pes-
sukim should have either remained entire-
ly in the plural tense or the singular tense,
since Moshe Rabbeinu is addressing the
Jewish people as a whole, and either word-
ing could be suitable.

As well, it seems that the Torah is com-
manding the individual to work his field,
while, in reality, there is no mitzva to work

man beings.

What is the connection between the To-
checha and arachin?

The Biur Halacha writes that ideally, the
Tochecha should be read loud and clear so
that people will wake up and be inspired to
live up to their potential.

The basic premise of arachin is what
the word literally means, value, and the
more we realize how much value we have,
the more we will expect from ourselves.

Many times, a person gets stuck in life
because they think they can’t do some-
thing. This is especially true today with the
world of therapy and trauma. We mustn’t
pretend that traumas and pain don'’t exist,
but we should also know that that doesn’t
mean that we have to limit ourselves. Juda-
ism teaches that pain and challenges are
not fences that block us but, rather, paths
of opportunities that we can forge through.
How many times is it that people who went
through the worst experiences,
like rehab and therapy, are the
only ones who can really help

the land for the six years preceding Shmi-
ta. The only mitzva is that the land should
rest in the seventh year. Why does the
Torah word the commandment in a way
that makes it sound as if the mitzva also
includes working the land for the six years
preceding Shmita?

The Zera Shimshon explains this as
follows:

When Moshiach comes, the Jewish
people will not have to work. Their labor will
be done by itself. This is the way the world
was designed before Adam HaRishon ate
from the Eitz Hada’as.

As well, whenever the Jewish people
do the will of Hashem, they are blessed
that their land will be cultivated by others on
their behalf.

However, if during this period of time
there is an individual who isn't acting as he
should, he is obligated to cultivate his own

8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)

others who are struggling? 4

| was recently in Israel, and when | en-
tered a cab to go to a sixth-grade reunion,
| was dumbfounded. The driver didn’t look
very religious or educated, but once he
started talking, he could have passed for
one of the most prominent lIsraeli Kab-
balists and inspiring speakers. One of the
profound statements he made was that
he lives with Hashem (and he wasn't just
saying this; you could feel it and see it) be-
cause he knows without any doubt that he
is a chelek Eloka mima’al, meaning that he
knows he is a spark of divinity, that a part
of Hashem is in him, and that makes him a
super human being.

Many times, we might find ourselves
like trees in the winter, challenged by the
cold and snowy conditions. If we stop and
remind ourselves of our inherent potential,
we will be surprised at how much we can
shine with success.

in R’Coren’s

office every Wednesday at 9:00 PM

land. This is because, since he isn't righ-
teous, he has no right to rely on the same
miracle that his neighbors rely on, and he
isn’t allowed to just sit back and throw his
needs onto the public. He must do what it
takes to take care of himself.

This is why the passuk begins in the
plural, since the resting of the land is a mitz-
va for everyone. And if the Jewish people
do what they are supposed to, the land will
always be in a state of rest, since it will do
its own work without having to be worked
by humans.

However, the Torah switches to the
singular tense when saying how one must
work his field because, indeed, there may
be a person who is obligated to cultivate his
own field and not rely on the blessing that
the nation as a whole is receiving, since he
isn’t righteous. Therefore, he is obligated to
and must actually work his field.

Please scan to join

Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group
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Fields and Homes

The Torah portion of Behar discusses the
laws conceming the sale of land in the Holy
Land. It discusses the sale of fields, homes
located in unwalled cities, and homes lo-
cated in walled cities. What is the spiritual
meaning behind these laws?

SELLING YOUR CAREER, HOME,
AND SOUL

Fields, homes located in unwalled cit-
ies, and homes located in walled cities
symbolize three aspects of our daily lives.
Fields represent a person's career and their
day-to-day interactions and purchases in
the outside world, in the "field." Homes situ-
ated in unwalled cities represent a person's
internal home and family life, which are not
exposed for all to observe. Homes located
in cities surrounded by an additional wall of
protection are symbolic of the most vulner-
able and intimate space of a person's life,
usually guarded by an additional fortress of
privacy. This represents a person's inner re-
lationship with his core-self, his core values,
his soul. His G-d.

Here, the Torah gives us a blueprint of
what transpires when we "sell" and dispose
of our careers, homes, and selves.
GOODBYE INTEGRITY

When you sell your field, i.e., when you
allow your career and your daily external en-

counters to become tarnished by dishonesty
and selfishness, you can get away without
noticing your moral degeneration for a full
two years. Only after two years of moral and
spiritual decay will you begin to sense the
void in your life. The depravity caused by the
"selling" of your integrity will begin to haunt
you. Then, when you have become aware
and frustrated, you can liberate your field
and your life. Even if you don't, time and life's
experiences are likely to do the job. In the
50th year, you will get back your field. But
why wait so long?

GOODBYE LOVE

Then comes the far more serious situ-
ation where you "sell" your home, i.e., you
lose touch with your loved ones, your wife,
your children, and your closest friends. In
your smugness, you enter into your private
bubble and alienate the people closest to
you. You give up your home.

And when you dispose of your home,
you will sense the emptiness immediately.
Your life will become far more shallow and
artificial. Since the pain will be felt immedi-
ately, you are indeed capable of liberating
your home right after the "sale." Here again,
even if you don't possess the courage to
change, time and life's journey usually will
change you. But why wait? Who knows what
can transpire till then? Will you still have the
chance to repair broken relationships?

GOODBYE G-D ~

Then comes the third and
most serious condition: when you "sell" your
most intimate space, when you become
alienated from your deepest sense of self,
from your core values, from your inner rela-
tionship with G-d. In such an event, you can
sense the extraordinary void immediately
and thus, liberate your soul right away. But if
you wait for more than a year, you will likely
lose the chance to ever liberate your inner
identity again.

When you allow the external pressures
or enjoyments of life to rob you of your core
self, when you no longer dedicate twenty
minutes a day to speak your heart out to
your Creator, when you have no time for
the essence of it all, you will soon lose touch
with the notion that you ever had any inno-
cence to lose. You may no longer know that
there was anything to liberate.

It is painful to lose things (“fields") in life.
Itis far more painful to lose people ("homes")
in life. But the worst pain of all is when we
lose our connection with the quintessence
of life and reality, with G-d. We simply can't
afford to lose our souls. None of us can af-
ford to sacrifice our few intimate moments of
prayer and communion with G-d because of
other responsibilities or pleasures. For with-
out this relationship, we might one day look
in the mirror and observe a dead soul.

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night - before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.

The Closeness of a Family

Amongst the many mitzvos appearing
in these parshiyos is the commandment
not to charge interest on a loan.

Rav Shimon Schwab, zt’], in Maayan
Beis Hashoeva, notes that this mitzvah is
surely not logical when considered in the
context of other commercial ventures. If we
can charge our fellow Jews for the time that
we loaned them our car or any of our pos-
sessions, why draw the line at the use of
our money?

A most important and pointed lesson
can be leamed from the language of the
pesukim that tell us to refrain from charging
interest. The Torah commands us to take
heed when our fellow Jew becomes poor
and support him the best we can.

But in no case should we charge our
“pbrother” interest.
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Notice, says Rav Schwab, how our
fellow Jew is referred to in this context as
“your brother.”

Yes, commercially, there may not be
any valid reason to distinguish between
lending out any merchandise and being
compensated for the use of the money, but
we should always remember that in a fami-
ly, things are different.

Our Creator is teaching us an important
life lesson. The entire Jewish people is one
big family, and we must treat each other as
such!

We have discussed this topic before.
Young Jewish people are becoming own-
ers of companies in staggering numbers,
thanks to Amazon and other such plat-
forms.

These young business owners must
learn what most successful heads of com-
panies have learned over the years. Giving

a job to members of our com-
munity is a chesed that yields
many great dividends.

There can be no better segulah for the
success of your business than looking out
for these employees. They have families,
needs, wishes, and dreams. They have an
obligation to work honestly at their position
with full dedication to detail. But we, on the
other hand, have a special obligation to
make sure they are compensated well and
treated with the respect they deserve.

Hashem says, “If you take care of
Mine” — those who look to you to be treated
fairly — “then | will take care of yours” — your
family, your business, and all that belongs
to you.

We are all one family —and family takes
care of one another.

Written by R’ Avrohom Hillel Reich based on a
lesson and story by Harav Ben Zion Sneh Shlita
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Milchigs on Shavuos - Some
Reasons for the Minhag

It is customary in many places to eat
milchigs on the Yom Tov of Shavuos. Some fulfill
this custom with a small milchiga kiddush, while
others may serve a five-course dairy meal.

When should the dairy be eaten? As is often
the case with minhagei Yisroel, there are var-
ious ways of fulfilling this minhag. Some have
the custom to have a full milchig meal at night or
during the day, and others just partake of some
milchigs with a small kiddush. Some do it only
on one day, and some do it on both days. Each
minhag has a rationale, and depending on the
reason, it may suffice to fulfill this custom with
a small kiddush, or it may be proper to have a
full meal.

There are many reasons given for this min-
hag, and | would like to share some of the rea-
sons that the poskim mention.

1) TO COMMEMORATE THE SH'TEI
HALECHEM

The Rama (495:3) writes that this is similar
to the seder plate. We have two cooked foods
on the seder plate, one to commemorate the
Korban Pesach and one for the Korban Cha-
gigah. Similarly, on Shavuos, we want to com-
memorate the Sh’tei Halechem, the two loaves
of bread that were offered in the Bais Hamik-
dash on Shavuos. This is accomplished by
having a dairy meal followed by a meat meal.
This requires a person to have two different
loaves of bread, removing the bread that was
used with the dairy meal and bringing another
loaf of bread for the meat meal. According to this
reason, merely having some dairy delicacies or
some cheesecake at the kiddush will not suffice,
but a separate meal with bread is needed.

2) SWEETNESS OF TORAH
Since the Torah is compared to the sweet

...This illumination which one draws
through his Torah study is referred to as “Ko-
rei - calling” [as in the Talmudic expression]
(concerning a Torah student) mima X7 (Usu-
ally translated as “one who reads (studies) the
Torah” but reinterpreted here as “one who calls
[Hashem] through the Torah.”

Just as calling in its usual sense means
that the caller causes the person being called
to come to him, to turn to him with his entire
being, it has the same meaning in the context

taste of milk and honey (as the pasuk
says, Divash vichalav tachas lishoneich),

we serve milchigs and sweet foods to instill in
ourselves and our families the concept that the
Torah is sweet. (Siddur Yaavetz, Mishnah Ber-
urah 495:12)

3) MILK IS ALLUDED TO IN THE PA-
SUK

The pasuk in the Torah reading of Shavu-
0s says, N7 NYTN NN DPLM7N2 DDA DI
npmvava. The first letter of the last three words
reads 2'7n — milk. (Siddur Yaavetz)

4) A MERIT TO RECEIVE THE TORAH

Another reason is given by the Ba'eir Heitev.
The Midrash tells us that the angels were not
willing to let go of the Torah; they wanted to
keep it in Heaven. However, they were deemed
unworthy of having the Torah because they ate
meat and milk in Avraham Avinu’'s house. We,
therefore, eat milchigs and then fleishigs in a
way sanctioned by the Torah, demonstrating
why we are worthy of receiving the Torah.

5) CHOLOV - 40 DAYS OF RECEIVING
THE TORAH

The numerical value of the word cholov
(@7n) is 40, corresponding to the 40 days that
Moshe was in Heaven to receive the Torah.
(Neziras  Shimshon)

This can be explained with a deeper mean-
ing. In contrast to the physical world that was
created in six days, the Torah and the spiritual
world were “created” in 40 days. (Rav Yaakov
Kamenetsky, quoting the Alter of Slobodka)
SUMMARY OF REASONS

1) To commemorate the Sh'tei Halechem

2) The sweetness of Torah

3) Milk is alluded to in the pasuk

4) A merit to receive the Torah

5) Cholov — 40 Days of receiving the Torah

‘ ]

of “calling [Hashem] through To- ’
rah.” This [phrase] means that in To- rah
study, one calls Hashem to come to him, so to
speak, as a man calls to his friend to come to
him or as a child will call his father to come and
join him....

This is the meaning of the verse “Korov
Hashem lechol kor'ov, lechol asher yikro'uhu
be’emes — Hashem is near to all who call Him,
to all who call Him in truth,” and there is no truth
but Torah.

==== Excerpt from Lessons in Tanya, Lik-
kutei Amarim Perek 38

KOLLEL BOKER
7:00-8:00AM

Chavrusa learning - Gemara
currently: xn1* naon

Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei
Dyoma and relevant topics

NIGHT KOLLEL
8:15-9:45PM

Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : ox1ax T12'3 NI3'7a

SHIURIM BY

ROSH KOLLEL

& FEATURED GUEST
SPEAKERS

Daf Yomi | 8:45-9:45 PM

Mishna Yomis | 8:45-9:00 PM
Zera Shimshon Shiur | 8:15-9:00 PM

ADDITIONAL
LEARNING
PROGRAMS:

Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal

Holidays - by acclaimed Guest
Speakers

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Yeshivas Kiymu v'Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim

Shovevim Program / Early Friday
morning learning b'retzifus.

Evening Shuirim in Halacha and
Hashkafa by prominent Morei
Horah

Scan to join
Rabbi Scheiner’'s Weekly
Halacha Whatsapp Group

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

N Hm g
«.845-499-6354
Wy~
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Why, in regard to o'jzin, does the Torah say “07n”, while
for mishpatim, the Torah says “nnwn”?

R’ Yonasan Eybeshitz explains that malachim (angels)
are referred to as “D'miy,” standing, while man is referred
to as “9721n,” capable of moving. Malachim understand the
reasons behind all of the mitzvos. Therefore, the malachim’s
singing praises of Hashem does not entitle them to much
reward. They stay on the same level of kedushah; they are
DIy — remain in the same place. Man, on the other hand,
as a corporeal being, lacks the capability to understand all
of the directives of Hashem. The reward that he receives for
the fulfillment of Hashem’s commandments is therefore much
greater. Man is referred to as a “Y7in” because he has the
opportunities to move up in levels of kedushah.

Man’s observance of mishpatim is equivalent to the ob-
servance of malachim. Man understands mishpatim because
they make sense to him, and therefore, he receives a lower
level of reward. One who follows the chukim of Hashem is
considered a “Y7in”. Regarding the chukim, the posuk uses
the terminology of “p7n”. We need to “follow” the chukim so
that we can attain higher levels of kedushah.

If one has emunah in Hashem, it is very easy to be me-
kayem a chok. Hashem instructs, and we obey. There is no
thought process involved as to whether or not we think it
makes sense. We do not understand the reason for chukim;
we just follow orders. However, in regard to mishpatim, we
think that we understand the reason for the mitzvah. We be-
gin our thought process using our reasoning for the mitzvah.
We might say, “Oh, that mitzvah does not apply because....”
For example, the Torah tells us not to kill. What happens
when someone is in great pain and is begging to be killed?
One might think that in this situation, it is proper to kill. Per-
haps we can even call doing so a good deed. The Torah tells
us not to kill even when we think it is proper. Perhaps this is
why regarding mishpatim, the Torah uses the word, “nnwn,”
from a lashon of guarding. One should not use his “common
sense” to determine how to act. Rather, he should guard the
Torah as the Chachamim have taught us and not change it
one iota.

The Torah tell us that if a person will ask how will we have
food to eat in the Shemitta year, Hashem tells us not to worry,
for He will provide enough for three years. The lashon of the
Torah here is quite unique. The Torah is generally not written
in a question-and-answer format. This sounds like a Gemara.
The Torah is telling us of two possible outcomes. If one does
not ask how he will survive Shemitta, he has emunah in Ha-
kodosh Boruch Hu, then Hashem will make him be satiated
with less. Obviously, if Hashem says do not work the field,
one can survive. However, if one does not have the proper
emunah and asks Hashem how he will survive, Hashem wiill
provide it for him. There is one caveat: he will have to work
very hard the year before Shemitta. In one year, he will have
to harvest the amount of produce that is generally produced
in three years.

We must perform the mishpatim because Hashem said
to, not because we think we understand them.

RABBI

 §

Constantly Upwards

Based on Daas Torah by Rav Yeruchem Levovitz zt"l, Va-
yikra pg. 285

If he redeems it, he must add a fifth to its value. (27:13)

Rashi puts it simply: “The Torah was strict with the owner,
obligating him to add on a fifth” to redeem it. He shows that
this holds for the redemption of a house, a field, and maaser
sheni. The owner is always saddled with a surcharge, while
a third party who redeems any of those items does so only
according to its actual assessed value.

What does the Torah have against owners? Doesn'’t rea-
son dictate the opposite? A third party who redeems a sancti-
fied animal, house, or field engages essentially in a commer-
cial transaction. It makes sense that when purchasing from
the Temple Estate, he will pay a premium in deference to the
holiness of hekdesh. An owner, however, took the meritorious
step of donating to the Temple, of consecrating his property
and removing it from the mundane, commercial world and el-
evating it to the holy. Shouldn’t he deserve a break?

Upon reflection, the answer is a resounding “No!” Unlike
the third-party purchaser, the owner previously moved to
higher spiritual ground. He was a makdish, someone who
voluntarily took his property and invested it with kedushah.
Because of that, when he seeks to redeem the hekdesh he
created, we expect him to continue to be a makdish — to
spread kedushah to still more places, like the additional fifth
that he is required to give to hekdesh.

We find a similar idea elsewhere. Chazal tell us that one
who begins a mitzvah and fails to complete it will bury his wife
and children. Why should a person who at least performed
part of a mitzvah be treated more harshly than one who per-
formed none of it? The explanation is the same. Once he rose
to the occasion and saw fit to devote himself to a mitzvah,
Hashem demands of him that he not allow his inspiration and
elevation to die a sudden death. He is obligated to savor it and
nurture it and push on till the task is completed.

A Jew who is meticulous about 612 mitzvos and ignores
one will be punished. A non-Jew who ignores (almost) all of
them is not punished. Why? Because the Torah places re-
sponsibility upon a person according to his discemment. A
Jew is endowed with spiritual abilities that beget many re-
sponsibilities. As Rabbeinu Bachya put it, “/"'Whomever Hash-
em showers with special favor, He obligates in more avodah.”

This thinking is what is behind Chazal's teaching: “Ac-
cording to a camel is its load.” According to how much of a
burden the camel can bear is the load that will be placed upon
it. This is an important principle throughout the Torah.

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL,
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Trusted In-Home Care
When It Matters Most

Male caregiver

in the Monsey area
offering support with
daily routines,
compamonshlp and
S heartfelt_connectlon
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Sleeping Soundly

In the spring of 1943, Rabbi Yosef Shlomo Kah-
aneman, known as the Ponovezher Rav, established an
orphanage in B'nei Brak to absorb and care for the many
orphaned children who had been rescued from the Holo-
caust and sent to the Land of Israel. Unfortunately, with the
first group of children scheduled to arrive on a Sunday, the
Ponovezher Rav found himself without any linens or pillows
for the children to sleep on due to the dire situation in Israel at
that time. On Friday, with two days remaining until their arriv-
al, Rabbi Kahaneman announced that he would be speaking
on Shabbos afternoon in the largest synagogue in town.

He began his speech by citing the Talmud in Bava Metzia
(62a), which discusses a case in which two people are lost in
the desert with only one flask of water. If they split the water
between them, both will die before they are able to reach the
nearest settlement, but if one of them drinks it, he will be able
to survive. Rebbi Akiva derives from a verse in Parshat Be-
har,ny 'nx 'ni (Leviticus 25:36), your life takes precedence
over that of your friend, and therefore, the one with the water
should drink it all.

On the other hand, the Talmud (Kiddushin 20a) teaches
that a person who acquires a Jewish servant in a sense ac-
quires a master for himself due to the Torah's requirement to
equate the servant's standard of living to his owner's level of
comfort. Tosefos adds that sometimes, even this is not suffi-
cient, such as in a case when the owner possesses only one
pillow. If he takes it for himself, he violates the Torah's require-
ment to give his slave equal treatment, and he therefore has
no choice but to give his only pillow to his servant, leaving
himself with nothing on which to sleep.

Rabbi Kahaneman noted that this ruling of Tosefos
seems to contradict the teaching of Rebbi Akiva. Just as the
person who is lost in the desert is permitted to drink all of
the water due to the principle of "your life takes precedence,”
shouldn't this same reasoning allow the master to keep his
sole pillow for himself?

The Ponovezher Rav explained that the two rulings are,
in fact, compatible, as the requirement to give the pillow to
the servant actually emanates from the Torah's concern for
the primacy of the owner's well-being. If the master were to
keep the pillow and lie down in comfort while observing his
servant tossing and tuming, his conscience would bother him
so much that he wouldn't be able to enjoy the pillow and get
a good night's rest. Therefore, precisely in order to allow the
master to be at peace with the arrangement, the Torah re-
quires him to give the pillow to his servant for his own well-be-
ing so that he can sleep soundly through the night.

Similarly, the Ponovezher Rav continued, in only one day,
a large group of Jewish children would be arriving at the new
orphanage in B'nei Brak, which was completely lacking pil-
lows and sheets on which they could sleep. Questioning how
any of those present could go home and enjoy a comfort-
able night's sleep now that they were aware of this situation,
he advised them that for their own well-being, they should
immediately donate the only pillows and linens in their pos-
sessions, a suggestion that was fulfilled by the inspired and
touched listeners as soon as Shabbos was over.
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Generosity

Parshat Behar begins with the laws of Shemitah,
the Sabbatical year. There are many significant lessons
that the Jew is to acquire from observing these laws, which
include not working his land and not doing business with
the produce that grows from the land in the seventh year.
The Seforno, in his comment on the verse where the Torah
states, "The land shall observe a Shabbat rest for Hash-
em," teaches that the purpose of this year when the farmer
is not engaged in agriculture is not to travel or pursue other
hobbies and interests, but "laShem," it is a year to be devot-
ed to the study of His Torah. Imagine what a positive impact
this can have on the life of the farmer and his family, as he
now sits in the beit hamedrash for a full year and looks to
serve Hashem through acts of chessed. Moreover, the Se-
forno reminds us that the term "Shabbat laShem" is found
in the Aseret HaDibrot (Shemot 20:10) regarding our week-
ly observance of Shabbat. Likewise, the parsha's purpose
is to attain a closeness to Hashem through Torah study.

The Chinuch, in his comment on Mitzva 34, presents
two lessons to be derived from Shemitah. Firstly, we affirm
our belief in Hashem as Creator. We work the land for six
years and rest on the seventh, as we do every week, as we
work six days and rest on Shabbat. This demonstrates both
the belief that G-d created the world in six days and that He
is always involved in the activities of man.

The second lesson to be learned is the development
and enhancement of man's character and, specifically, his
generosity of spirit. Our rabbis note that man comes into
this world with his fists clenched, announcing his readiness
and preparedness to acquire. It is the nature of man to be
concemed about himself. The laws of Shemitah greatly im-
pact helping the Jew to refocus and realize that what he
possesses is not only for him, but "The destitute of your
people shall eat." (Shemot 23:11) Taking down the "No
Trespassing" sign for the seventh year helps the Shemitah
observer develop from selfish to selfless.

This generosity of spirit is not only good for the rest of
society, but the landowner benefits as well. It is interesting
to note that in last week’s parshah, Emor, in Parshat Ha-
Moadim (Chap. 23), there are many mitzvot related to the
different holidays, but all are mitzvot between man and G-d,
bein adam laShem. There is one exception. The closing
verse of the holiday of Shavuot deals with the landown-
er leaving a comner of his field for the poor, along with the
gleanings of his harvest. (Vayikra 23:22) Why is this an in-
tegral part of the Shavuot section, especially since this law
is already taught in Parshat Kedoshim? Perhaps the Torah
is hinting at the idea that your personal acquisition of Torah
will be commensurate with your generosity to others. Gen-
erosity of spirit is a prerequisite for Torah.
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Rashi quotes the famous words of the
Toras Kohanim at the beginning of this
week's parsha nnw - YN MizIN2 OR”
“mim2a o'my . - "If you will go in the ways
of My laws - That you shall intensely labor
in (the study of) Torah." We learn the im-
portance of Torah learning for its own sake.

A number of years ago, there lived a
Chassidishe Yid in Brooklyn by the name
of Cohen who owned a grocery store and
was perceived to be a simple Jew. He
had survived the ghetto and concentration
camps during World War Il and lost many
loved ones, yet his emunah and faith in
Hashem were never shaken, and he spent
any available spare time sitting and learn-
ing his beloved Gemara. When a semi-
nary girl who boarded at the Cohen home
received a letter with an enclosed picture
from her family back home in the Midwest,
she showed the picture to Rabbi Cohen,

got lessons?

We offer music lessons in various instruments either at
home or at our location. Call 845.558.4909 for more info.
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who studied the image of the girl's brother.

"This young man," he remarked, "looks
very much like a man | once knew in ltaly."

"Oh, my father spent some time in It-
aly," said the girl. "He was a chaplain in
the United States Army and was with the
troops that ran the displaced persons
camps after the war." Rabbi Cohen was
dumbstruck.

Sometime later, the Cohens were
blessed with a baby boy. The girl's father
flew to New York for the bris, and after
spending some time talking to Rabbi Co-
hen, he related the following at the seudas
mitzvah:

One of the chaplain's responsibilities
was to determine each survivor's most
urgent needs. He would mount an army
truck and, using a bullhorn, would instruct
the people to line up.

The survivors would file past the truck
and tell the chaplain what they needed.
One of those who stood in line was Rabbi
Cohen. When his turn came, he looked up

amphour

Play music that empowers

at the chaplain and said, “l need a Gemara
Bava Kama.”

The chaplain did not understand. He
looked down at the frail, battered Jew and
said kindly, "I'm here to try to get you cloth-
ing, medical supplies, whatever you need
to become healthy again. So, how can |
help you?"

The young survivor looked up and re-
sponded, "Five and a half years ago, | was
learming Mesechta Bava Kama. Then, the
Nazis came. | have not seen a Gemara
since that time. Now, Boruch Hashem, |
am free to learn again. | want to resume
my learning of Bava Kama. That is what |
need most. Please get me a Gemara."

The chaplain had heard that in an old
mansion near the camp, the Nazis had
dumped the contents of a Hebrew library.
He went to the mansion, searched through
the heaps of books, and found a Gemara
Bava Kama. Rabbi Cohen now truly had
everything he needed.

LEAH SCHEINER

nutritionist

§, 845499 7768

= leah.scheiner@gmail.com

£ 6 Rose Garden Way
Monsey Ny, 10952

NUVIRITIVINT

health

Leah’s Lifestyle offers individual
and group based nutrition and
weight loss coaching to women
in the monsey area.
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Hook and Ladder

A man comes home and finds his house on fire. He
rushes next door, phones the fire department, and
shouts, “Hurry — my house is on fire!”

“OK,” replies the fireman, “how do we get there?”
“Don’t you still have those big red trucks?”

Chinese Food

A couple goes for a meal at a Chinese restaurant
and orders Chicken Surprise. The waiter brings the
meal, served in a lidded cast-iron pot. Just as the
wife is about to serve herself, the lid of the pot rises
slightly, and she briefly sees two beady little eyes
looking around before the lid slams back down.
"Good grief, did you see that?" she asks her
husband.
He hasn't, so she asks him to look in the pot. He
reaches for it, and again the lid rises, and he sees
two little eyes looking around before it slams down.
Rather perturbed, he calls the waiter over, explains
what is happening, and demands an explanation.
"Please, sir," says the waiter, "what you order?"
The husband replies, "Chicken Surprise."
"Ahh, so sorry," says the waiter, "I bring you
Peeking Duck."

The Bearded Man

From a passenger ship, one can see a bearded man
on a small island who is shouting and desperately
waving his hands.

"Who is it?" a passenger asks the captain.

"I have no idea. Every year when we pass, he goes
mad like that."

l Giving Chase l

A highway patrolman pulled alongside a speeding
car on the freeway. Glancing at the driver, he was
astounded to see that the woman behind the wheel
was knitting!

Realizing that she was oblivious to his flashing
lights and siren, the trooper opened his window,
turned on his bullhorn, and yelled, “"PULL OVER!"

L "NO," the woman yells back, "IT'S A SCARF!"

The Raise

"Sir," said the timid employee to his boss, "my wife
says I'm to ask you for a raise."
"Fine," the boss replied. "I'll ask my wife if I can
give you one."
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OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

WILLS & TRUSTS

ELDER LAW

PROBATE

TRUST ADMINISTRATION
HALACHIC WILLS

TAX PLANNING

MEDICAID PLANNING

ESTATE PLANNING

SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
ASSET PROTECTION PLANNING
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Emanuel Haas, rsq.  Ari J. Zaltz, Fsq.

Haas & Zaltz, LLp

845.425.3900

INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59, SUITE 231 AIRMONT, NY 10952




CONQUER YOUR CLUTTER WITH
A SHED FROM BACKYARD KINGDOM g

CUSTOM SHEDS TO SUIT YOUR SPACE AND
TO GIVE YOU THE SPACE YOU NEED.

PAVILIONS | SWING SETS | SHEDS |
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS | GAIEBOS

Our custom sheds are a beautiful way to store your bikes,
strollers, sukkahs, gardening supplies and more. Qur Amish

builders use construction grade materials to ensure that each

shed is sturdy and weatherproof; built to last, protecting your

belongings from the elements and from predators. Get your
personalized shed today and reclaim your space.

888.950.0033

BACKUARD

® backyardkingdom.com KINGDOM info@backyardkingdom.com
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Rav D’Kehilas Ateres Rosh, Wesley Hills

Kabbolas HaTorah
The Path to a Happy Life
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