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The passuk tells us that the Jewish
people were divided by their tribes and
flags, and this is how they traveled and
camped. The passuk adds that they did
as Hashem commanded Moshe. Why
are these words added? It's obvious that
they were following Moshe’s dictates.
Rav Twersky z’l explains that there is a
profound lesson in these words.

When the Jewish people were di-
vided into camps, it could have created
great jealously, especially when they
were encamped around the Mishkan,
and some tribes, like the tribe of Levi,
were close to it. You can see today how
much jealously can take place in a shul
based on where people are seated. The
only way to deal with this challenge is to
know that whatever seat or place was
given to one is the best for their avodas
Hashem. When a person has emunah
and bitachon that Hashem really loves

Based on Meshech Chochmah, Bamid-
bar 3:45

The Leviim shall be Mine — | am Hash-
em (Bamidbar 3:45)

A well-known halachic distinction differ-
entiates between the holiness of objects. It
bases that distinction upon their proximity to
some item of intrinsic kedushah/ holiness.
An accessory to kedushah must itself be
treated with kedushah and elevated respect.
But that which serves the accessory —an ac-
cessory to an accessory, if you will — does
not require the reverential treatment of a
single or primary accessory. The primary ac-
cessory cannot be casually disposed of but
requires sequestering or burial; the second-
ary accessory does not.

Tefillin, for example, possess intrin-
sic holiness because of the Names of G-d
they contain, both the scrolls and even the
black leather boxes in which those scrolls
are inserted. A bag designated for tefillin is
a primary accessory and is treated itself like
a holy object. A second bag into which the te-
fillin bag is placed is a secondary accessory
and not treated with kedushah.

We can make a case for our parshah
being the source of this distinction. Both ko-
hanim and levi'im serve in the Mishkan and
Beis HaMikdash, places of great intrinsic
kedushah. A key difference between them is

them and is looking out for them, there is
no reason for jealousy.

| was recently speaking to someone
about jealousy, and we discussed how
important it is to study books like Bais
Halevi on bitachon or other books on
emunah, otherwise, one can't survive.
Moreover, it's not shayach without dav-
ening to Hashem, especially reciting
some Tehillim every day, which is soaked
with the tears, emotions, and challenges
that Dovid Hamelech had to go through
to become the king of Israel and ances-
tor of Mashiach.

There is a great story about Nathan
Sharansky, who was a refusenik in Rus-
sia and was put in jail a week after he got
married. His wife gave him a sefer of Te-
hillim, and this ended up being his savior.
Initially, the KGB took away
the Tehillim, but Nathan went
on a hunger strike, so they
gave it back to him, and he

that kohanim are employed in the direct ser-
vice of the Mishkan. That puts them essen-
tially in the position of primary accessories to
kedushah. Leviim, however, are described
as “given to Aharon and his sons,” i.e., they
are accessories to the kohanim who are
themselves accessories. As secondary ac-
cessories, they are not treated as possess-
ing kedushah.

This is exactly how they are treated.
The Torah commands, “They will be holy” in
reference to the kohanim. A kohen’s daugh-
ter, possessed of this kedushah, becomes
disqualified from eating ma’aser if she par-
ticipates in an illicit union. Ironically, a levi's
daughter who does the same does not
become disqualified. Tosafos explains that
the kedushah of the kohen (and hence his
daughter) is one that physically consecrates.
When this kedushah is sullied and violated,
it disappears entirely. She becomes dis-
qualified even from eating maaser, which is
available even to the levi. On the other hand,
the lesser specialness vouchsafed a levi is
hardier. When his daughter violates it, it does
not disappear completely.

The key difference is that the kohen’s po-
sition acts like real kedushah. As a primary
accessory to essential kedushah, he enjoys
a position that behaves like other forms of
kedushah. What the levi enjoys as a second-
ary accessory is not really kedushah in the
same sense. Itis a function of status, not ke-

survived the many years in g
jail.

Many years later, Nathan was walk-
ing into a store, and a teacher in a yeshi-
va recognized him and thanked him for
the story of the Tehillim. Nathan pulled
out the Tehillim from his pocket. The
teacher was pleasantly surprised and
asked, “Do you always carry the Tehillim
with you?” Nathan responded, “I don't
carry the Tehillim; rather, the Tehillim car-
ries me.” This is how he survived and still
survives with the faith and bitachon that
he receives through the words of Tehil-
lim.

May we be filled with emunah and
accept the Torah individually and collec-
tively with much joy.

Good Yom Tov!

in R’Coren’s

office every Wednesday at 9:00 PM

dushah. It does not vanish when ‘ ’
mistreated. ,

In transporting the various com-
ponents of the Mishkan, all of which enjoyed
kedushah, the leviim generally moved them
through wagons. Thus, the wagons became
primary accessories, but the levi'im did not.
The Kehas family was the exception. They
did not transport items using wagons; they
bore the most important utensils on their
shoulders. However, they did so only after
those utensils were placed in covers. Those
covers became primary accessories, and
the Kehas family again acted only as sec-
ondary accessories.

The strongest indication that the differ-
ence in status of kohanim and leviim trans-
lates into kedushah or lack thereof comes
from the way their relationship with Hash-
em is described. G-d is called “Hashem,
their Elokim,” regarding the kohanim; He
is simply called “Hashem” when speaking
of the leviim. Now, the four-letter Name of
G-d does not take a possessive. One can-
not speak of “my Hashem.” This is not so in
regard to Elokim/ G-d, where the Torah does
in fact utilize phrases like zeh Keli, “this is my
G-d.” The use of the possessive in relation
to the kohanim (“.. .their Elokim”) tells us of
a closer relationship and bond between ko-
hanim and HKB’H than can exist with levi'im.
That.closer relationship results in real kedu-
shah.
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__RABBI YY JACOBSON

A Rash People

The Bible relates that when Moses pre-
sented the covenant before the Israelites,
they responded, "We will do and we will
listen" (Exodus 24:7). This expression has
always been a source of wonderment and
surprise to rabbis and a refutation of the an-
ti-Semitic portrayal of Jews as calculating
and self-protective. "We will do and we wiill
listen" implies a commitment to observe the
covenant even before the Jews heard its de-
tails and understood its ramifications.

The Talmud (Shabbos 88b) tells a sto-
ry about a Sadducee who once saw Rava,
one of the great Talmudic sages, so en-
grossed in leamning that he did not attend
to a wound in his own hand. The Sadducee
exclaimed, "You rash people! You put your
mouths ahead of your ears [by saying "We
will do and we will listen"], and you still per-
sist in your recklessness. First, you should
have heard [the covenant details]. If it is with-

in your capacity, then accept it. If not, you
should have rejected it!”

His argument was logical. Imagine
someone offers you to invest a large sum
of money in a developing company. To re-
spond, “Sure, here is the money, and then
afterward | will listen to the details,” is ridic-
ulous. If you do not know what the compa-
ny is all about, why subject your money to
possible loss? And yet, in this case, the Jews
declared that they were ready to embrace
a life-altering covenant, even before they
heard all the details and knew what Judaism
was all about! Why? How?

Rava answered the Sadducee with
these words: "We walked [into if] with our
whole being.”

What Rava meant was this: By definition,
a relationship with G-d cannot be created on
our terms; it must be on His terms. If there is
something called Truth, if there is something
called Reality, we cannot define it; it must de-

fine us. We cannot acceptiton -
condition that it suits our senses

and expectations. On the contrary, we must
realign our condition to it. Once the Jewish
people knew that G-d was communicating
with them, they did not want to fit religion into
their imagination; they had no preconditions
for a relationship with truth. It was in the des-
ert that the Jews could declare, “We will do
and we will listen.”

This process must occur each year
anew. To receive Torah, we must have the
courage to walk into a desert; we must strip
ourselves of any pre-defined self-identity.
We need to be ready to hear the sound be-
neath the sounds we are accustomed to.
Torah is not merely a cute and endearing
document filled with rituals to satisfy nostal-
gia or tradition. Torah demands that we open
ourselves up with our whole being and de-
clare, “We shall do and we shall listen!"

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night — before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.

HEBREW ACADEMY OF CLEVELAND

Sustained by Torah

Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilder-
ness of Sinai (1:1).

The Torah was given to us in the wil-
derness. Obviously, this was by design
because Hashem could have arranged
the Revelation anywhere. Apparently, He
chose the wildemess for a reason. Horav
Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z’| posits that
Hashem was delivering a message to us
concerning the nature of the Torah and the
attitude that should prevail when we study
it. The wilderness is not a place designated
for human habitation. Deadly serpents and
scorpions inhabit it. The climate is certainly
not conducive to human settlement. None-
theless, all the powers of Briah, Creation,
through the media of water, fire, and loud
noises, accompanied the giving of the To-
rah. The desolation of the wilderness did
not inhibit this seminal experience. The les-
son we can glean from this phenomenon is
that just as the Torah was given to us under
conditions that were fraught with danger,
adversity, and challenge, so, too, are we
obliged to devote ourselves to Torah study
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regardless of the conditions. We must do
our part; Hashem will do His part by sus-
taining us in the same manner in which
He stood by and protected our ancestors
in the wildermess. Indeed, one who dedi-
cates himself to Torah despite deprivation
and adversity will be Heavenly blessed and
succeed in Torah beyond anyone’s expec-
tations.

An example of the above was Horav
Aharon Walkin ZI, Rav of Pinsk, one of
the premier rabbinic leaders of pre-World
War Il Europe. His many sefarim, vol-
umes of Talmudic and halachic commen-
tary, demonstrate his brilliance and depth
of knowledge in all areas of Torah. In his
hakdamah, preface, to the Bais Aharon,
his commentary to Bava Kamma (a sefer
that truly reflects his Talmudic genius), he
writes: “What can | say? What can | speak?
| have lived through a period of terror that
has gripped all of Europe, affecting my city
(Pinsk) and notably myself. Eight years
have passed during which we have been
subjected to being the chattels/refugees
of a raging war around us. We have been

hounded, persecuted, and driven from our
homes; men, women, and children have
been persecuted and murdered, exiled to
all four comners of the Earth. Yet, despite
this and the mounting hunger and evil de-
crees, although our people are drowning
in a sea of fire and water, we continue to
survive and study Torah...

“Who would believe that at a time like
this, when every semblance of order and
survival was just about gone, that Hashem
would be so kind, so generous, to enable
me to learn Torah? It is this Torah that has
sustained me. | thank Hashem for granting
me the ability and presence of mind to au-
thor and print three volumes of commen-
tary. Also, | have two more volumes that are
in manuscript form. | have no words with
which to express my gratitude to Hashem
for enabling me to achieve this milestone.
He released me from captivity by allowing
me to learn His Torah. May | continue to
be the beneficiary of His generosity and
remain steadfast in my commitment to His
Torah.” [free translation]



RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

Eating Milchigs on Shavuos
Part Ii

We have seen a number of reasons to
eat milchigs on the yom tov of Shavuos, and
| would like to share some more reasons that
the poskim mention:

1) JEWS ATE DAIRY WHEN THEY RE-
CEIVED THE TORAH

The Mishnah Berurah (495:12) quotes
another reason. Before the Jews received the
Torah, they were permitted to partake of meat
that did not have a proper shechita. But after
they received the Torah, they had to implement
all of the laws of shechita (i.e., using a kosher
knife, etc.), and keep all of the other rules and
regulations of kashrus properly (e.g., salting,
removing fats, etc.) before being able to eat
fleishigs. In addition, all of their utensils were
now freif and unfit for use. They were, there-
fore, unable to eat meat until they koshered
all their utensils. In the interim, they had to eat
dairy, and we commemorate this by eating
milchigs.

2) REFRAINING FROM MEAT AND MILK TO-
GETHER CORRESPONDS TO SHAVUOS

The Chidushei HaRim suggests another
reason. There are 365 negative commands
in the Torah. Each one corresponds to one of
the 365 days of the year, and the mitzvah of
refraining from having meat and milk together
corresponds to the day of Shavuos. If a person
doesn’t have any milk and meat, he does not
fulfill the mitzvah. Only when he has both milk
and meat and doesn’t have them together has
he fulfilled the mitzvah. Therefore, we make
sure to have both. We eat milk and then meat
to be sure to be in accordance with the rules
and regulations of this mitzvah, thereby fulffill-
ing the mitzvah.

The designation of Shavous as the Festival
of Mattan Torah is significant in that, among oth-
er things, it conveys the concept that the Torah
was given to us as a matanah, a “gift.”

Reflecting on the above and remembering
that the Giver of the Torah is G-d Himself and
that the Torah and mitzvos are the most pre-
cious gift, which G-d gave us to keep as our
Torah, and that we received it out of pure love,
without effort on our part, should surely make
every one of us most appreciative and grateful
and absolutely determined to cherish and honor
it.

3) SIYUM ON THE MITZVAH OF SE-
FIRA

Another explanation is that the milchiga
meal is a siyum, celebrating the completion of
the seven-week mitzvah of Sefiras Ha’'Omer.
We do not have the conventional meat meal
in order to emphasize that it is not just another
yom tov meal but a special and unique meal.
(Midrash Pinchas)

4) TO COMMEMORATE MOSHE RABBE-
INU'S SURVIVAL

The Torah tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu
was born on the seventh of Adar and was
placed in the Nile River three months later.
That means he was put there on the sixth of
Sivan, the very day that was to become the
day of Kabalas Hatorah, which served as a
merit for him to be saved.

Indeed, on that very day, he was taken out
of the Nile by the princess Basya, the daughter
of King Pharaoh. She tried to have him nursed
by a non-Jew, but little Moshe refused to nurse
because ‘the mouth that would converse
with Hashem should not nurse ‘non-kosher’
milk.” She, therefore, gave Moshe to his own
mother to be nursed. We, therefore, partake
of milchigs to commemorate the miracle of
Moshe Rabbeinu’s survival.

SUMMARY OF REASONS

1) To commemorate the Sh'tei Halechem

2) The sweetness of Torah

3) Alluded to in the pasuk

4) A merit to receive the Torah

5) Cholov — 40 days of receiving the Torah

6) Jews ate dairy when they received the
Torah

7) Shavuos corresponds to refraining from
meat and milk

8) Siyum on the mitzvah of Sefira

9) To commemorate Moshe Rabbeinu’s
survival

As to how we have to honor ‘ e ’
the Torah, this is clearly indicat- -
ed in the Torah itself, by conduct-
ing our everyday life in full accord with the spirit
and letter of the Torah, with the accent on the
actual fulfillment of its mitzvos, for the essential
thing is the actual deed.

May the inspiration of Zman Matan Toro-
seinu permeate every aspect of your daily life in
an ever-growing measure.

With blessing,

==== Part of a letter. Rebbe Responsa #57

Kabbalas Hatorah B'simchah Ubepnimi-
ous!!!
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The Torah and the desert have several
similarities. The desert is a place of silence
where you can hear the voice of G-d. The
desert is a place away from the distractions
of towns and cities, fields and farms, where
you can focus on the presence of G-d. The
desert is a place where you realize how vul-
nerable you are; you feel like sheep in need
of a shepherd. The desert is a place where
it is easy to get lost, and you need some
kind of Google-Maps-of-the-soul. The des-
ert is a place where you feel your isolation
and reach out to a force beyond you. Even
the Hebrew name for desert, midbar, comes
from the same root as “word” (davar) and “to
speak” (d-b-r). Yet these were not the con-
nections the Sages of the Midrash made.
Why not?

The Sages understood that something
profound was born at Mount Sinai, some-
thing that has distinguished Jewish life ever
since. It was the democratization of knowl-
edge. Literacy and knowledge of the law
were no longer to be confined to a priestly
elite. For the first time in history, everyone
was to have access to knowledge, educa-
tion, and literacy. “The law that Moshe gave
us is the possession of the assembly of Ja-
cob” (Devarim 33:4) — the whole assembly,

not a privileged group within it.

In the first century, the world’s first sys-
tem of universal compulsory education was
created. Here is how the Talmud describes
the process, culminating in the work of Josh-
ua ben Gamla, a High Priest in the last days
of the Second Temple:

“Truly, the name of that man is to be
blessed, namely Joshua ben Gamla, for, but
for him, the Torah would have been forgot-
ten from lIsrael. For at first, if a child had a
father, his father taught him, and if he had
no father, he did not leam at all... They
therefore ordained that teachers should
be appointed in each district and that boys
should enter school at the age of sixteen or
seventeen. [They did so], but if the teacher
punished them, they used to rebel and leave
the school. Eventually, Joshua ben Gamla
came and ordained that teachers of young
children should be appointed in each district
and each town and that children should en-
ter school at the age of six or seven.” (Baba
Batra, 21a)

Universal compulsory education did not
exist in England, at that time, the world’'s
leading imperial power, until 1870, a differ-
ence of 18 centuries. At roughly the same
time as Joshua ben Gamla, in the first centu-
ry C.E., Josephus could write:

“Should any one of our nation be asked

about our laws, they will repeat

=F
Y |
-3)
them as readily as their own

name. The result of our thorough education
in our laws from the very dawn of intelli-
gence is that they are, as it were, engraved
on our souls.”

We now understand the connection the
Sages made between the wildemess and
the giving of the Torah. It was open to every-
one, and it was free. Neither lack of money
nor of aristocratic birth could stop you from
learning Torah and acquiring distinction in a
community in which scholarship was consid-
ered the highest achievement.

As Rambam says, “The crown of Torah
is for all Israel. Whoever desires it, let them
come and take it.”

| believe that this is one of Judaism’s
most profound ideas. Whatever you
seek to create in the world, start with
education. If you want to create a just
and compassionate society, start with
education. If you want to create a society
of equal dignity, ensure that education is
free and equal to all.

That is the message the Sages took
from the fact that we read Parshat Bamidbar
before Shavuot. This is the festival where we
celebrate that when G-d gave our ancestors
the Torah, He gave it to all of them equally.
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Gan HaTorah
THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF BEING LAST

NINN WYI 97X D'WUMNI NYaYI 978 DINNA [T NINN7 D' T790 D
DN'AT? Yo' mNNKY? 2:31

“All those counted for the camp of Dan are one hundred
and fifty-seven thousand, six hundred — they shall be the last
to journey, according to their banners.”

The word “Din"2a17?” at the end of the posuk seems to be
superfluous, as we do not see by any of the other shevatim
that the Torah added at the end anything regarding their ban-
ners. Why does the Torah stress that this is “hannx,” the last
of them?

When there is something that has a set number of things
by which it is completed, the last thing that completes the
needed number is the dearest, as that is what completes the
process. This is also true regarding the construction of an
object or anything else if there is a set number of items that
must be completed and only when all are done can the fin-
ished product be utilized. That is what makes the very last part
the most precious one since it is the one that made the object
complete and usable. The first part without the last part has no
value; thus, the last part is the most important one. However,
with something that does not have a set amount of compo-
nents, the first one is the most important one, not the last one.
Chazal tell us that with matters of kedusha, it is important to
be n'7w, complete, and to be one together, while in mundane
matters and fumah, this is not so.

If when Klal Yisroel was being counted, there was no num-
ber that was needed to complete them, but there was just a
counting of each shevet, then the first banner would have had
more importance than all that was after it. This would have
created nxi7 and nxaw, jealousy and hatred, amongst Klal
Yisroel. However, in truth, there was a number that was need-
ed to complete Kilal Yisroel, as Klal Yisroel is to be a shaleim,
a whole, one unit. In that case, the last component is the most
important one because it demonstrates that they are a whole,
and thus they are really all part of one unit and are all the
same. The last is most precious to the maker for then what is
created is one complete unit. In one complete unit, there is no
jealousy nor hatred between the parts. (Mmin nndn)

There is an important lesson to be learned from the fact
that Dan was last. They weren't last in a random counting;
rather, they were last in a counting that was meant to be
complete. Meaning that Klal Yisroel had to be counted to six
hundred thousand — the complete Kial Yisroel. When there is
something to complete, the last component makes the entire
unit complete. The entire unit is now one, and thus, they are
all equal. There is no reason for hatred nor jealousy, for they
are all one. It would be like a person’s arm being jealous of the
person’s leg. This is impossible, for the person is one unit. In
order to be mekabel the Torah Hakdoshah, Klal Yisroel need-
ed to be 600,000 adult men. Each and every Yid was needed
— complete achdus. May we be zoche this Shavuos to have a
complete Kabbolas HaTorah through complete achdus.

RABBI

Reflections on Megillas Rus

Everyone is learning on Shavuos. Even those
who aren’t the world’'s greatest masmidim stay up
the entire night learning, something they would nev-
er dream of doing any other time. One can walk
away from the Yom Tov thinking or feeling, “Yom Tov
was beautiful. | enjoyed it, | even learned very well. |
showed Hashem that | care about the Torah, but for
the rest of the yeatr, it's not me. I'm not a learer. I'm
happy to support Torah and yeshivos, | contribute
nicely to all the Rayzeit fundraisers, but sitting and
learning isn’t me.” This can leave a person thinking,
at least to a degree, that Shavuos is a 48-hour skit,
not reality. Shavuos is for the yungerieit, even for the
balabatim who are kovei'a 5-6 hours of their day to
leaming, but not for him.

The sefernx wn'n quotes the Sfas Emes, who
explains that we read Megillas Rus on Shavuos, the
Yom Tov of Kabbalas HaTorah, in order to uproot
such erroneous thoughts. The story of Rus serves
as an example, reminding us that both the learner
and the supporter of Torah are partners. Rus was
considered a learmner because she learned the To-
rah and converted, and Boaz was the supporter of
Torah.

We read Rus on Shavuos to remind ourselves
that the supporters are important and vital for the
collective Kabbalas HaTorah on Shavuos.

While the Sfas Emes discusses those who
support Torah financially, we must not discount the
zechus of the heilige nashim tzidkaniyos and their
essential role in Kabbalas HaTorah. As much as the
men go out and learn, and as crucial as the men
who work are to sustain Torah learning, where would
we be without our wives, mothers, and sisters? They
encourage and support us and our children, uphold
the house, take care of the children, and cook, bake,
and clean to ensure that the men can utilize their
time and the children can sit and learn in yeshivah.
What unbelievable supporters of Torah they are!
How great is their lot in the Kabbalas HaTorah of
Shavuos! They are truly remarkable partners in this
sacred endeavor.

Megillas Rus reminds us that while the role of
the actual lomdei Torah is paramount, we must
also recognize and applaud the vital role of all the
supporters of Torah. This includes those who con-
tribute financially and also the women who provide
unwavering support and encouragement. WWe must
realize that we are all connected to Kabbalas Ha-
Torah, each playing a crucial part in upholding and
perpetuating the holy Torah.

MAY 28, 2025
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My most recent trip to America was highly stressful since
my plane landed in New Jersey on Friday moming. After
deplaning, | began walking around in a haze, quickly try-
ing to make phone calls to my family back in Israel before
Shabbos began. Before long, a man came over to me with
a request. “Excuse me, sir. My name is Mohammad, and
| am from Pakistan.” | wondered if | should remain stand-
ing where | was, as | felt quite uncomfortable. But | decided
to do so. “If you are able to,” continued Mohammad, “I am
in need of exactly fourteen dollars to get to Manhattan.” |
paused, taking in the fact that | had just landed and this was
my very first greeting and introduction to America.

“Sure,” | said, as | grabbed hold of my wallet. | ended
up giving him twenty dollars and told him to buy a cup of
coffee with the extra cash. But then Mohammad told me
something that opened my eyes.

“You probably think | am a conman trying to get money
out of you,” he said. Mohammad then began detailing his
life story. “l am originally from Pakistan, after which | moved
to England. But things have not really worked out there, so
now | am here.” | was at first slightly doubtful about the sto-
ry, though after asking him questions about cricket and life
in England and hearing his intelligent answers, | was reas-
sured of his story.

“Ever since | have gotten here to America,” Mohammad
went on to say, “life has been very difficult. For the last hour, |
have been walking around asking for fourteen dollars. First,
| went to my Pakistani friends, and they didn’t give me any-
thing. Then | went to whoever | thought was Muslim, but |
still didn’t get anything. Frustrated, | started approaching just
about anyone in the airport. But then | finally said to myself,
“You know what? Let me ask a Jew. | am sure they will help
me.’ | just want to thank you. This is the second time this has
happened to me, and both times the only one who helped
me was someone Jewish. That just says something about
you people.”

Our standing reputation as the nation of G-d who leads
lives filled with kindness and the commitment to making a
kiddush Hashem leaves an indelible impact wherever we
go. It paints a positive image of a Jew in the eyes of those
who observe us and ensures that Hashem, His Torah, and
His nation are held in the highest regard.

COUNTING DOWN UNTIL,

UMAN

-
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Parshas Bamidbar describes the encampment of Am
Yisrael: "Each man at his camp and his banner according to
their legions." (1:52) The special roles of the leviim and the ko-
hanim are emphasized. One who is not a levi who performs
the service of a leviis liable to a heavenly-imposed death pen-
alty. (Rashi 1:51) Even a levi who performs the service of a
different levi, not his own, such as one who watches instead
of singing, is liable. (Arachin 11b)

Indeed, the term "legion" (tzava) indicates that each man
is a soldier in Hashem's army. One who abandons his post,
even if he assumes a different one, is subject to court martial
and punishment. By contrast, one who serves in the army
properly is rewarded even if he performs a supporting role
and does not serve on the front lines. (Rashi, Bereishis 14:24)
"Like the portion (cheilek) of the one who went into battle, so
is the portion of the one who remained with the baggage.”
(Shmuel 1 30:24)

"May the Beis Hamikdash be rebuilt speedily in our days
and grant us our portion in your Torah." (Avos 5:24) This
phrase, which is recited after Shemona Esrei, appears to be
a non-sequitur containing two seemingly unrelated requests.

Perhaps the connection lies in the word chelkeinu, our
portion. We all realize that we have different roles in the Beis
Hamikdash. So too, we have different roles concerning Torah.
Here, too, the army metaphor is appropriate. Those who are
involved in the war (milchamta) of Torah are soldiers on the
front lines. Those in supporting and enabling roles are equally
loyal servants and are entitled to equal reward.

In fact, Chazal teach that financial supporters of Torah re-
ceive reward equal to that of those who learn Torah. "In the
shade of wisdom, in the shade of money." (Koheles 7:12)
One who supports a talmid chacham has an equal share in
the world to come. (Koheles Rabbah, Pesachim 53b with Ma-
harsha) Indeed, supporters of Torah precede those who leamn
Torah (Devarim 33:18), perhaps indicating that they merit
even greater reward. (Vayikra Rabbah 25:1)

Similarly, women are rewarded for enabling their hus-
bands and sons to learn Torah. Here, too, their reward is
greater. (Berachos 17a)

"Torah is the tree of life for those who grasp it." (Mishlei
3:18) Had it said "those who tail in it," there would be no teku-
ma, no way for many to stand. One must uphold the Torah,
not necessarily toil in it, in order to avoid a curse. (Devarim
27:26, Vayikra Rabbah 25:1)

A wealthy man who learns Torah but does not support
others is not fulfilling his role in Hashem's army. Women are
exempted from intensive Torah study so that they can better
exercise their primary role in enabling their sons and hus-
bands to learn Torah. (Igros Moshe Orach Chaim 4:49)

The opening line of the Mesilas Yesharim demands that
every person determine clearly and truthfully what is his duty
in his world. Every person lives in a world of his own, with
his own unique set of talents and circumstances. He must
discharge his obligation in his world and not that of another.

Hashem places everyone in a fierce battle in this world.
If he wins a total victory, he will earn immense reward in the
world to come. (Mesilas Yesharim Chapter 1) Again, we find
the metaphor of a soldier in battle who must properly fulfill his
own unique role in Hashem's army.

May we all be blessed to correctly determine our duties in
our world and discharge them properly. By fulfilling our own
respective portions in Torah, we will merit the rebuilding of the
Beis Hamikdash speedily in our days.
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A Leader's Primary
Responsibility

The Gemara in Maseches Sota (13b)
comments that when Moshe Rabbeinu
passed away, a 27 ma (Heavenly voice)
announced throughout the entire camp,
X w7 N2 X190 nwn nn'l — “Moshe, the
great scribe of Israel, died!”

The Maharsha brings two explana-
tions for why Moshe Rabbeinu is referred
to here as x190. One is that Moshe was
the first 1910, the first scribe, as he wrote
the first sefer Torah. Hashem dictated
the text, and Moshe wrote the words on
parchment, producing the first sefer Torah,
and thus becoming the first 1o10.

The second explanation brought by
the Maharsha is that the word X190 here
means not “scribe” but, rather, “counter.”
Moshe was called the 7x w7 nan X190
because he conducted two censuses,
counting Benei Yisrael both at Mount Si-
nai, as we read here in Parshas Bamid-

__RABBI EFREM GOLDBERG

bar, and a second time toward the end
of his life, in Arvos Moav, as we read in
Parshas Pinchas.

Why would this role, counting the
people, be considered such a significant
achievement that this is how Moshe is
called when his death is announced?

Perhaps the Gemara here is teaching
us that a leader’s most important responsi-
bility is to “count” every one of his constitu-
ents, to make each and every one of them
recognize that he matters, that he is need-
ed. Moshe, of course, was singularly great
in many different respects. He was the
prophet who perceived G-d more clearly
than any other prophet. He received the
Torah from G-d and masterfully taught it to
us. He was unparalleled in his devotion to
the people, intervening on their behalf with
endless self-sacrifice. He was the hum-
blest of all men. But his most important
quality was that he was na1 x90; he en-
sured that each and every person appre-
ciated his own value and worth. He made

__RABBI 2V] SOBOLOFSKY

it clear that everyone counted.

The renowned educator Rabbi Dan-
iel Kalish recently remarked that he once
had a conversation with a certain prom-
inent rav, who proudly spoke about the
numerous talks he had given to teens. In
just the past year, this rav said, he spoke
to some 3,000 teenagers.

Recalling this conversation, Rabbi Ka-
lish remarked, “I would have been much
more impressed if he had said that he had
listened to 3,000 teenagers. Young peo-
ple need to be listened to, to feel that they
are heard, much more than they need to
be spoken to.”

The most important job of an educator
is to be a N2 X190, to make it clear to his
charges that each and every one of them
counts, and this requires patiently and re-
spectfully listening to them, allowing them
to be heard, and letting them know that
they are important.

Guarding the Ultimate

Treasure

A Torah-observant Jew is often re-
ferred to as a shomer Torah u'mitzvos.
The requirement to be shomer mitzvos
is repeated several times throughout the
Torah. What is the significance of being
shomer - literally guarding - the mitzvos,
and why does this define the essence of a
Torah way of life?

We are taught in Parshas Bamidbar
about the mitzvah of shmiras Hamikdash,
i.e., the guarding of the Mishkan and, later,
the Beis Hamikdash that was performed
by the kohanim and leviim. According
to many meforshim in Maseches Tamid,
this "guarding” was not to actually protect
the Beis Hamikdash but, rather, was to
indicate the significance of what we are
"watching over." Similarly, shmiras ham-
itzvos is not merely performing mitzvos
but, rather, a declaration of the supreme
importance of mitzvos in our lives.

What does shmiras hamitzvos en-
tail above and beyond the fulfillment of
mitzvos? Chazal articulate several times

12 BAMIDBAR-SHAVUOS

the dual obligation of "lishmor vlaasos,
to watch over and to perform" the mitz-
vos, wherein lishmor refers to leamning,
and /aasos addresses actual fulfilment.
Learning Torah is the ultimate expression
of shmira. If one truly views the mitzvos
as the will of Hashem, they will spend all
their time and effort to understand them.
As such, the constant dedication to talmud
Torah is the greatest acknowledgement of
the significance of the mitzvos and, thus,
the ultimate expression of shmiras ham-
itzvos.

Chazal relate that when one who
learns Torah enters the Next World, he
is greeted with the words "Ashrei she-
ba I'kan v'talmudo b'yado - Happy is the
one who comes here with his learning
in his hand." This seems to be a strange
way to describe one who learns. What is
meant by the one whose learming is "in his
hand"? The most precious of one's assets
are not left for someone else to watch
but, rather, kept in one's own possession.
Rashi comments that when Yaakov sent
multiple gifts to Esav, he also sent him

previous jewels. Although /"
not mentioned explicitly in the To-
rah, these jewels are alluded to by the
pasuk that describes gifts sent from "the
hand of" Yaakov since what was in Yaa-
kov's own hand must have been the most
important. Perhaps this is the "learning in
one's hand" that Chazal are referring to.
It is not mere learning that warrants the
special welcome in the World to Come,
but rather, it is the acknowledgement of
the significance of Torah and mitzvos that
is demonstrated by a lifetime of talmud
Torah that accompanies a person to the
Next World and merits such a welcome.
As we approach the yom tov of Shavu-
0s, we rededicate ourselves to shmiras
haTorah vihamitzvos. It is through the ve-
hicle of taimud Torah that we demonstrate
the significance of Torah in our lives. May
we merit on this Shavuos not only to re-
ceive the Torah but also to hold it in our
hands as befits the precious gift Hashem
has bestowed upon us.
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Probing the Prophets

Upon analyzing this week’s haftarah, a nevuah found in
the second perek of Sefer Hoshea, we would find ourselves
somewhat limited in understanding the complete message
of the navi if we fail to take a look back at the prior chapter.

It is there that Hashem tells the prophet to take a way-
ward woman as his wife (symbolic of the nation that was
wayward in its faithfulness to G-d) and to give his future chil-
dren names that would reflect the punishments that await
Israel. In the final pasuk before the opening of our haftarah,
Hashem tells Hoshea to name his youngest son “Lo Ami”—
“NOT My nation” — an expression of G-d’s abandonment of
His people.

And yet, immediately following these most troublesome
prophecies, Hoshea starts our haftarah reading with the
words “The number of Israel will be as the sand of the sea
that cannot be measured nor counted, and, instead of being
said of them “You are NOT My nation,” it will be said of them
“They ARE the children of the living G-d.” It would appear
that this new chapter does not begin a new nevuah but is
a continuation of the first perek! Hoshea seems to be telling
the people that the terrible prophecy of Hashem'’s abandon-
ment of Israel of which he spoke is but a temporary one.

How beautifully does Rav S.R. Hirsch translate the
haftarah’s opening words (the obvious connection to the
“number” of Israelites counted in the parasha) as “HOW-
EVER, the number of Israel will become (as important) as
the sand...,” and, by doing so, he clearly explains how the
haftarah is meant to “soften” the harsh prophecy found in
the first chapter and give the people hope for the future.

But, if so, we would find the message that follows es-
pecially difficult. Clearly, Hoshea is returning to the original
theme of Israel being a wayward “wife” to Hashem, and,
as a result, they would suffer fitting punishments for their
faithlessness. “Argue with your ‘mother,” G-d says, “I will
have no compassion for her children,” adding, “I will cancel
her joy, her festivals. ...and lay waste to her vines and vine-
yards...” Are these the words of comfort, words meant to
soften the harsh prophecy or give the nation hope as Rav
Hirsch contends?? Certainly not!

However, the final verses of our haftarah are indeed
comforting, as they promise G-d’s return to His people and
that, upon His return to His “wife”/nation, they will refer to
Him as “husband.” The description of Israel’'s relationship
with G-d being one of a wife to her husband is purpose-
ly continued through the psukim of punishment as well to
underscore that, as upset the “Husband” might be with his
“wife,” He could never abandon her.

That message is driven home in the very last verses of
the haftarah, words that men recite upon winding the tefillin
straps around the fingers, a betrothal “ring” in a sense: “And
| will betroth you unto Me forever...”

FOR SALE

5 Bedroom Colonial
Prime Location in Forshay

Nice Quiet block

5+ Bdrm/ 4 bath
Separate in-law Apt.
Detached 2 flr. garage
Large beautiful backyard

Serious inquiries Only
Call or WhatsApp

L 845 413 9305
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Tent N Based on Rav Moshe Shapiro Z”TL
Contact Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
845-200-3719 26 minutes after Rabbi YY Jacobson finishes speaking
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Shavuos-related sugya with a short shiur {
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All-Night Learning

J
11:45 PM-12:30 AM|  Megillas Rus | Rabbi Dovid Malin B’Chabura
12:30 AM-2:00 AM | Tehillim & Stories | 2Pl Eliyahu Second Night Shavuos
Medrashim and

L . Insights on Rabbi Sholom .

2:00 AM-2:30 AM | \ - 1ralas HaTorah & Horowitz Shiur by:
Megillas Rus Rabbi Elivahu Wincelberg
Rosh Chabura Kollel Lehora'ah Yeshivas Ohr Reuven,
Fathers encouraged to join! Rav of Blueberry Hill

! The Search for Techeiles
20 Upstairs
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Megillat Rut tells the inspiring story of how Rut refused to
allow Naomi to return alone to Eretz Yisrael and insisted on
joining her despite her state of impoverishment. After arriving
in Beit-Lehem, Rut goes to collect stalks of grain that were left
behind during the harvest, which the Torah requires leaving
for the poor. She happened to collect in the field of Boaz, a
relative of Naomi’s deceased husband, who cares for Rut and
eventually marries her.

While telling this emotional story, the Megillah interjects a
brief conversation that seems unnecessary, as it has no effect
on the progression of events. We are told that when Boaz
arrived at his field to oversee the harvest, he went over to his
workers and greeted them with the words "Hashem imachem”
—"May Hashem be with you." The workers then responded,
"Yevarechecha Hashem" — "May Hashem bless you." The
question naturally arises as to why the Megillah found it nec-
essary to add this brief account. Why is it important for us to
know how Boaz greeted his workers and how they replied?

The Midrash tells that Boaz, the leading rabbi of his time,
issued an edict that people should greet each other with Hash-
em’'s Name. Although it is generally forbidden to use Hash-
em'’'s Name when exchanging friendly greetings, Boaz made
a special enactment that this should be done. This was a time
of great hardship and sorrow, as a grave famine struck the
country, and Elimelech, the wealthiest man, to whom people
looked for support and assistance, abandoned his nation and
went to live in the neighboring, hostile country of Moab. The
people were anxious and despondent. In an effort to lift the
people’s spirits, Boaz instructed everyone to greet each other
warmly and respectfully, using Hashem’s Name. He wanted
people to treat each other with respect and honor, to make
other people feel that they were even worthy of having Hash-
em’'s Name associated with them. The way to uplift people
enduring hardship is to give them respect and treat them with
importance, to make them feel that we think highly of them.
This is why we read about Boaz's greeting to his workers. He
treated his workers with respect and dignity, and even uttered
Hashem’s Name when greeting them, in order to make them
feel important and, thereby, lift their spirits.

The story of Rut ends with her marrying Boaz and giving
birth to a child, Oved, whose grandson was David Hamelech,
from whom Moshiach will descend. The root of redemption is
respecting other people and treating them with honor and dig-
nity. The Gemara lists several questions that we will be asked
when we reach the next world, one of which is "Himlachta et
haverecha" — "Did you crown your fellow over you?" Mean-
ing, we will be asked whether we treated other people with
royalty, as important and distinguished individuals. We are to
remember that all people are worthy of our respect and con-
sideration, and treat them accordingly. It is through this kind
of interpersonal conduct that we make ourselves worthy of
David Hamelech — the long-awaited arrival of Moshiach.

And the number of Bnei Yisrael shall be as the sand
of the sea, which shall neither be measured or counted ...
(Hoshea 2:1).

In the haftorah that is usually read with Parshat Bam-
idbar, the opening pasuk compares the number of people
that comprise Am Yisrael to the sand by the sea, which
cannot be measured or counted.

Earlier in the Torah, when Hashem instructs Avraham
that his offspring will be plentiful, at times they are com-
pared to sand, and at times they are compared to the dirt
of the earth (yaxn 19w Nt ). What is the difference
between these two comparisons?

The Meshech Chochma explains as follows: When
Bnei Yisrael are united, they are like dirt that sticks togeth-
er, and one cannot distinguish between its particles. When
Avraham sought to spread monotheism, he sought to do
S0 as 19y, to unify everyone to believe in one G-d.

However, Yaakov realized that in order to maintain our
religion, we need to create a separation. Sand separates
the sea from the land. As the waves hit the sand on the
shore, they recede back to the ocean. To prevent outside
influences and assimilation, certain boundaries are re-
quired, and that is symbolized by the sand that serves as
a barrier between the sea and the shore.

The language used in the pasuk seems a bit odd. The
pasuk begins with a statement with respect to the “num-
ber” of Bnei Yisrael and then ends that it cannot be mea-
sured. Why infer that there is a number when you know it
cannot be measured or counted? In fact, the comparison
to sand is also problematic, as the amount of sand cannot
be measured by man, but it is finite and can be measured
by G-d.

The Chatam Sofer explains that it is impossible for one
individual to fulfill all of the mitzvot. There are some mitzvot
that may not be applicable to every individual. By applying
the principle of arevut, nnnw, that each individual acts on
behalf of another, it enables the nation as a whole to fulfill
all of the mitzvot. That is the comparison to sand. When
each individual is distinct yet fulfills their obligation, only
then is the nation considered as one and is therefore not
countable (because it is like one). That is the goal, for each
individual to achieve their potential, acting on behalf of the
nation, so that we are one people.

As we celebrate Shavuot, we should be reminded of
the unity we experienced when we gathered at Har Si-
nai TNX 272 TR W'Rd. May we continue to reach personal
spiritual heights while maintaining our respect and con-
cern for others to ensure our continued unity.
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Hook and Ladder

What can cause dry skin after being in a
swimming pool?
A towel

Why do bananas wear sunscreen?

@ SHETEE G pEE OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Where do boats go when they’re sick?

To the dock
What happens when ice cream gets angry? WILLS & TRUSTS
It has a meltdown.
ELDER LAW
PROBATE
The Sermon
A rabbi told his congregation, "Next week, I plan to TRUST ADMINISTRATION
speak about the sin of lying. To help you understand
my speech, I want you all to read Perek 37 in HALACHIC WILLS
Chumash Bamidbar."
The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his TAX PLANNING
sermon, the rabbi asked for a show of hands. He
wanted to know how many had read Chapter 37 in MEDICAID PLANNING

Bamidbar. Every hand in the shul flew up. The rabbi
»smiled and said, "Bamidbar has only 36 chapters. I
‘ will now proceed with my sermon on the sin of
lying."

ESTATE PLANNING
SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
ASSET PROTECTION PLANNING

WOD'LSOdVIVvYH

Chana, Baila, and Kaila were playing bakery.
Chana said, “I'm the baker!”
Baila said, “I'm the taste tester!”
Kaila said, “I'm the customer!”
Chana gave Baila a pretend cupcake.
Baila tasted it, made a face, and said, “Too much
glue!”

Chana whispered, “It’s not real!”
Kaila nodded seriously and said, “"Good. I forgot my
pretend money.”

Emanuel Haas, £sq.  Ari J. Zaltz, £sq.

| Car Trouble

Wife calls her husband and says, "My Precious, the Haas 8 ZaltZ9 LLP

car is broken, it won't start.”
“What?! It’s in perfect order, what’s wrong with 845.425.3900
15 INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
"It’s water in the carburetor, my dear.” 365 ROUTE 59, SUITE 231 AIRMONT, NY 10952
“Oh no, where are you right now?”
1 “Um, in the little lake behind the house...”
4
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MORE THAN A SWING SET;
THEIR BACKYARD KINGDOM

SWING SETS DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR SPACE AND TASTE
+

PAVILIONS
SWING SETS
SHEDS m
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS
GAZEBOS

o BHC“RD backyardkingdom.com
88'950'0033 KINGDOM info(;backyagrdkingdom.com
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Join us for our annual

Shavuos Lectures

with

SUNDAY NIGHT niviaw 77

TUESDAY AFTERNOON niviagT 2 0l

For Men, Women & Children




