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Chazal teach us that when it comes to tzara'as in one’s
home, it's a besorah tova - great news. It sounds very
strange to call a severe punishment like {zara’as great
news. Part of the explanation is that if one must knock down
his home because of the spread of {zara’as, he will end up
finding a treasure that was left in the walls by the Amorites
who lived in Israel before Bnai Yisrael entered. This makes
things even more complicated. It certainly can't mean that
one should speak loshon hara in his home when he gets
to Israel so that he can be rewarded with hidden treasures
in his walls!

I was thinking of an explanation that connects to an idea
| mentioned on Achron Shel Pesach, on which we had a
beautiful neilas hachag. There is a passuk that we recite
at a bris 20 77w xxmmd MK v DR we" - | rejoice over
your words, Hashem, like finding a great booty.” What does
Dovid Hamelech mean?

On Achron Shel Pesach, we explained that part of
fulfilling the commandment of Anochi Hashem Elokecha -
(which means to know that Hashem is the One who took
us out of Egypt and we believe he is the Creator and the
only one G-d in the world) is that he will send us Mashiach,
who will redeem us, and the world will be transformed into a
peaceful, joyful, and pleasurable state in which all bad that
we ever experienced will be totally forgotten. This must be
part of Anochi because the true defining of Hashem is that
He is only good, and even when He punishes us, it’'s really
emanating from good.

Dovid Hamelech teaches that even when things are
tough, even when a baby is being cut and made to bleed,
and one might even think how cruel — after all, the Rama
says we don't say Shehecheyanu by a bris because of the
pain of the baby — we must see the good. Thus, regarding
a bris as cruel is a grave mistake. When a baby is circum-
cised, he is entering into the best covenant a human can
enter into — a covenant with the Creator. Yes, the course of
life is sometimes really tough, but the challenge is to know,
believe, and feel that all is for the best.

This is the message of negaim. Hashem doesn’t punish
us for no reason; He wants us to grow, to wake up, and to
take advantage of the real treasures of the world, Torah and
mitzvos. Then, we will truly enjoy and merit the good in the
next world.

in R’ Coren'’s
office every Wednesday at 9:00 PM
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The Torah in Parshas Tazria introduces the subject of
{zara’as by speaking of an nTx, a person, who has a discol-
oration on Nwa 1y — “the skin of his flesh.” The Sefas Emes
finds it significant that the Torah refers to the individual here
specifically with the term nTx and that it specifies that the
affliction appears not simply on nwa, the person’s flesh, but
on nwa Iy — “the skin of his flesh.” This pasuk, the Sefas
Emes explains, brings us back to the story of Adam Ha’ris-
hon, of his banishment from Gan Eden. After he and Chava
partook of the forbidden fruit, they suddenly felt ashamed
by not wearing clothing, so G-d made v nind, leather
garments, for them to wear. The word 1y, the Sefas Emes
writes, is related to the word "y — “blind.” The garments
made for Adam and Chava after their sin signify the state of
“plindness” in which human beings live ever since that tragic
event. Before Adam and Chava'’s sin, there was a clear un-
derstanding of the difference between right and wrong, be-
tween what is good for us and what isn't. Temptation existed
externally, as represented by the snake, a different creature
that lured man to sin. Internally, however, Adam and Chava
lived with clarity. After the sin, we live with “coverings” that
“blind” us. We now struggle to see the difference between
right and wrong; temptation makes sin and vice seem at-
tractive and alluring, blinding us to their evil.

However, the Sefas Emes writes, this covering is po-
rous. There are small holes through which light can enter to
give us clarity, to resolve the confusion, to show us what is
right and what is wrong. Even in our condition of “blindness,”
the darkness is not complete. We have sources of light, of
guidance, that clarify for us what is right and what is wrong.
The Torah here wamns that a v, a spiritual affliction, occurs
when it seals nwa 11y, blocking the “perforations” in the
“covering” that allow the light to enter. A person is plagued
when the holes are sealed, when the “blindness” becomes
complete, and he can no longer distinguish between right
and wrong.

The takeaway from this deep insight of the Sefas Emes
is that we must always ensure to keep the “perforations”
open, to allow the light of clarity and truth into our lives. Ever
since Adam and Chava'’s sin in Gan Eden, we live in dark-
ness, in confusion, blinded by temptation. This is the strug-
gle that every person must go through each day of their life.
In order to successfully wage this battle, we must allow the
light in, to remain open to receiving guidance and instruc-
tion. We need to learn and expose ourselves to those who
can instruct us and show us where we need to go. If we
close ourselves off to guidance, if we do not pursue knowl-
edge or inspiration, then we thrust ourselves into total dark-
ness, we become completely “blinded,” and will then, G-d
forbid, experience n'wa, spiritual maladies, which can be
very difficult to cure.
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The Unlearned Kohen

The Torah portion of Tazria discusses
the laws of tzaraat, an unusual illness, iden-
tified by a white patch appearing on the skin
of a person, that was symptomatic of a pro-
found emotional and spiritual blemish within
this individual. This, plus several secondary
symptoms, determined the person as being
temporarily "impure" and required him or her
to separate from the community and under-
go an intense program of introspection and
healing.

The Torah states that only a Kohen (a
priest), a descendent of Aaron, the High
Priest of the tribe of Levi, was authorized to
diagnose a tzaraat-leprosy and pronounce
the malady as such. Even in a case where
all the symptoms of the illness are clearly
present, and a multitude of scholars recog-
nize it as tzaraat, the person cannot be diag-
nosed as possessing this malady unless a
Kohen states so explicitly.

The ramifications of this Biblical law are
far-reaching. For example, even if the only
Kohen present is a child, so that he is unable
to examine the person in question, a trust-

worthy scholar needs to report his findings to
the Kohen, and it is only the Kohen who may
pronounce the white-patched person as im-
pure. Even if the only Kohen around is an
imbecile (“shoteh”), lacking the knowledge
and understanding required to give a diag-
nosis, it is only he who is entitled to make the
verbal pronouncement under the instruction
and guidance of an adult scholar.

Why was the Kohen so indispensable to
this process? Shouldn't the scholar, who is
intricately familiar with the symptoms of this
malady, be trusted more than a child-Kohen
who can do nothing more than utter a diag-
nosis determined by someone else? What is
needed here is an expert in these illnesses
and symptoms, not a priest!

CONDUITS OF BLESSING

More than three millennia ago, the Ko-
hanim were charged with the mission of
blessing the Jewish people.

The Kabbalah explains that the Kohanim
were designated to be the conduits for Divine
blessings because their souls evolve from
the celestial chamber of love, granting them
a unique ability to cultivate compassion and
kindness toward others, and hence, making

them uniquely suitable conduits
for G-d's love and grace.

The Zohar, the basic text of the Kab-
balah, explains that this is why, traditionally,
an unmarried Kohen could not serve as an
agent of the Jewish people performing the
services in the Holy Temple (Beit Hamik-
dash) in Jerusalem.

In order for the Kohen to be worthy of
this extraordinary position, he had to ful-
ly develop his innate capacity for love and
selflessness, and it is only through marriage,
in which one learns to share one's life with
another human being, that a person is chal-
lenged to bring out their full potential for car-
ing and affection.

Ultimately, when you are unmarried, you
need not answer but to yourself, which is
why so many people today opt for the sin-
gle life. Itis only in the institution of marriage
that you are consistently called upon to take
another person and their needs and feelings
seriously. For a marriage to work and blos-
som, you can't be selfish. That is why it was
only the married Kohen who was charged
with the responsibility of serving G-d in the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night — before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.
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TORAH BRINGS HEALING

Surely you will find the right words with which to ex-
plain to ... that his response of “l am entirely incapable of
leaming Torah at present because | am in pain,” is sim-
ilar to one who is ill and refuses to take medication with
the excuse that he is ill. Similarly, our Sages, of blessed
memory, have informed us that “Torah brings healing to
the world,” and “He whose head or body aches should
study Torah.” While it is understandable that in-depth
study is difficult while one is in pain, an effort should nev-
ertheless be made. Surely, one can at least study with

less concentration...
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CHOFETZ CHAIM
_HERITAGE FOUNDATION

A Rule Is a Rule!
THE DILEMMA

give it to you.” Yossi brought
four people who agreed

“l run a gemach. One of
the rules of the gemach is
that if someone took a loan
from us and paid back late,
they cannot get a loan again.
So here’s the story. A few
months ago, Yossi needed
a loan to pay for his daugh-
ter’'s chasunah, but he paid it
back late. Now, Yossi needs
to consolidate his credit card
bills, so he approached our
gemach for a new loan. The
rules are the rules— what
could | do? | had to refuse.
But | was feeling very bad
about it, so | came up with
a solution, and told Yossi:
‘Usually, we need two guar-
antors for the loan. If you
bring four guarantors, [l

to pay back the loan if he
didn't. Now | am wondering
if I should tell them that Yossi
paid back the first loan late?”

Chaim, from the gemach

THE HALACHA

Its loshon hora to say
that someone paid late. Pay-
ing late doesn’t make Yossi
a credit risk. Many people
pay their loans or bills late.
Since the guarantors might
back out if Chaim informs
them, Chaim would be caus-
ing Yossi an unjustified loss,
and they shouldn’t be told.
However, if Yossi defaulted
on even part of the old loan,
the guarantors should be
warned.



| would like to share some more
highlights about Birchas llanos, the
yearly brocha recited on the newly
sprouting  trees.

Although the month of Nissan is over,
it is not too late to recite the brocha. The
Gemara writes that the brocha is recited
when someone goes out during Nissan,
which sounds like it is referring to the
month of Nissan. However, the poskim
explain that the expression Nissan is
used in referring to the spring season —
known as tekufas Nissan, which usually
begins in Chodesh Nissan — but the bro-
cha can be recited afterwards as well.

This is clear from the fact that the
poskim stipulate that the brocha must
be recited while only the blossoms
are there, and once the fruits start to
sprout, it is too late. Since the fruits al-
ways sprout after Nissan, it is clear
that the end of Nissan is not the cut-off
point for reciting the brocha. In fact, as
the poskim point out, Nissan is not al-
ways the beginning of the spring. In the
Southern Hemisphere, the summer has
just ended, and the fall is beginning

Obviously, in those plaes the brocha
wilbe recited Sukkos time, which is the
beginning of the spring.

It is interesting to note that the
Chasam Sofer, in his glosses to Shul-
chan Aruch, quotes his illustrious reb-
bi, Rav Nasan Adler, that the Gemara
means the first 30 days of spring, known
as tekufas Nissan.

The Yismach Moshe writes that
there is no question that one should
recite the brocha even after Chodesh
Nissan. This is because one should al-
ways be thanking Hashem, and thank-
ing Hashem for the blossoming of the
new trees should not have an expiration
date.

He suggests another reason for why
the Gemara uses the expression “when
one goes out during Nissan.” This can
be to bring out the point that the brocha
is only recited once a year and not af-
ter thirty days have elapsed and a per-
son sees other trees blossoming. This
is different than other similar brochos.
For example, in regards to reciting the
brocha of she’hecheyanu on new fruits,
we can recite the brocha on each fruit.
Similarly, if one sees different fascinat-
ing sights, such as tall mountains and
oceans, after thirty days have elapsed,
the brocha can be recited again. How-
ever, the Gemara teaches us that this
brocha is a once-a-year blessing, in ap-
preciation of the new season, and is not
to be recited more than once.

The sefer Lihoros Nasan adds that
the Gemara mentions Chodesh Nissan
because that is usually when the blos-
soming of the trees is at its peak, mak-
ing it the most preferable time to recite
the brocha, if feasible.

However, the Kaf Hachaim quotes
the Chida, that al pi Kabbalah, the bro-
cha must be recited specifically during
Nissan, and if the month of Nissan has
passed, one should recite the brocha
without using Hashem’s name. But the

poskim maintain that one
can recite the brocha even af-
ter Chodesh Nissan has passed.

The Kaf Hachaim writes that one
should not recite the brocha on Shab-
bos because we are concerned that
one might take a branch off the tree.
However, the Bitzeil Hachachma writes
that the minhag is that people do recite
the brocha on Shabbos, and we are not
concerned that one will pull off a branch.
We find this in regard to the halachic dis-
tinction between smelling an esrog that
is still on the tree and smelling a hadas
branch that is on the tree. One cannot
smell an esrog that is still on the tree be-
cause there is concern that they will en-
joy the aroma and want to eat the esrog,
thus necessitating pulling the esrog off
the tree. However, when it comes to a
hadas, it can be enjoyed while attached
to the tree, and there is no concern that
one will pull off the branch.

Others suggest that we are con-
cemed that one will carry the siddur to
recite the brocha. This is similar to the
reason that we do not recite tashlich
on Shabbos, due to the concern that
someone may carry the machzor in a
place where there is no eiruv.

According to most poskim, the bro-
cha can still be recited even after the
month of Nissan is over, and many al-
low reciting it on Shabbos. Itis a once-a-
year blessing, in appreciation of the new
season.

Chavrusa learning - Gemara

Currently: xnr* nJjon

Friday - Shuirim
Beinyonei Dyoma
and relevant topics

Scan to join
Rabbi Scheiner's Weekly
Halacha Whatsapp Group

Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : ax T12'3 n137n
oxl

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

T ——

NN Smn é
«.845-499-6354
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Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on
Legal Holidays - by acclaimed
Guest Speakers

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Yeshivas Kiymu v'Kiblu/Purim
Shushan Purim

Shovevim Program / Early

Friday morning learning
b'retzifus.

Evening Shuirim in Halacha
and Hashkafa by prominent
Morei Horah

Daf Yomi | 8:45-9:45 PM
Mishna Yomis | 8:45-9:00 PM
Zera Shimshon Shiur | 8:15-
9:00 PM

Thursday Nights
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This shall be the law of the metzora on the day of his
purification. (14:2)

We no longer have the affliction/purification process
of tzara'as, spiritual leprosy. This is the consequence
of a degraded spiritual condition. Degradation applies
at a time and circumstance in which our people are on
an elevated moral standing, so that the failing is notice-
able in contrast to the spiritual status we are expected
to maintain. Since we lost our Bais Hamikdash, and
our spirituality plummeted, we have no longer been on
the spiritual plateau deserving of such a manifestation.
To put it in simple terms, the term “sick” applies to one
who is otherwise healthy. Likewise, in spiritual health,
one must be spiritually robust in order for the affliction to
manifest a contrast.

We find that David Hamelech prayed that one who
recites Tehillim be considered as if he were occupied in
the laws of negaim and ohalos, spiritual afflictions and
areas of spiritual contamination and purity. These are
one of the most difficult areas of Torah law. To achieve
erudition in the laws of negaim and ohalos demands
much toil and devotion to studying the subject. Reciting
Tehillim does not seem to be that demanding. How are
these two connected?

Horav David M'Tolna zt1 explains that negaim dis-
tinguish themselves in the fact that ftumah and taharah
— rendering of spiritual defilement or purity — are deter-
mined by the Kohen and dependent upon his articula-
tion of the word “tamei.” Tumah and taharah must be vo-
calized by the Kohen. This is the case even if the Kohen
was not learned and not fluent in the laws of negaim,
and even if the Kohen was not in complete control of
his faculties. Even if such a Kohen is asked to render
his opinion, the actual pronunciation of “tamer’” must be
delivered by the Kohen, who might, in such a situation,
be clueless to the proceedings. Such a Kohen knows
not what he is saying because he is unfamiliar with the
law. Yet, his enunciation of the word “tamer” renders the
afflicted person a metzora.

This is what David Hamelech requested of Hashem.
When a Jew pours out his heart in the recitation of Te-
hillim — even if he knows not what he is saying — i.e.,
he does not understand the profundity of the words that
he is reciting — it should be as effective as the Kohen’s
elocution of the word “tamei.” Just reading the words of
Tehillim with sincerity should be able to arouse Heaven-
ly compassion so that whatever decree hangs over us
is rescinded. We now have some idea of the sanctity of
the “words” of Sefer Tehillim.
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RABBI YAKOV YOSEF

SCHECHTER

Gan HaTorah
PARSHAS TAZRIA METZORA

SHABBOS KODESH - A WHOLE
NEW WORLD
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“Speak to the B'nei Yisroel saying:
When a woman conceives and gives birth
to a male, she shall be impure for a sev-
en-day period, as during the days of her
niddah flow, she shall be impure.” It says
in Vayikra Rabbah: “Dnix DTX ndT DX
JN7 DN WK nwyn D7 nnT ANk 17
TR 1w nTr wine 17 ook’ - “If a
man is worthy, the Malachim say to him:
‘You preceded all the work of Creation.’
But if one is not worthy, they say to him:
‘The gnat preceded you, the earthworm
preceded you.” If, in fact, the gnat and the
earthworm came before man, how can
the Malachim possibly say that he preced-
ed all the work of Creation?

The Alshich explains that Hashem

KAYZEE o
AIR

7

put chiyus, a life source, into the world for
the six days of Creation, which would not
extend past those six days. The koach of
shemiras Shabbos then gives life to Shab-
bos and to the following six days. Every
day of the week has its life source from
the previous Shabbos. If not for the koach
shemiras Shabbos at any time, there
would no longer be a world.

AYid is full of potential. If a Yid heeds
Shabbos Kodesh properly, he becomes
a partner with the Melech Malchei Ham-
lachim, Hakodosh Boruch Hu in the Cre-
ation of the world. People assume that
the world was created years ago and that
same world keeps going. However, this is
incorrect, for in fact, Hakodosh Boruch Hu
has to constantly infuse life into this world
in order for it to keep going. The world is
not on autopilot; rather, it is constantly be-
ing run. Hashem put things into place in
this world, and the world can only have
a kiyum through Shabbos being kept, as
well as the Torah and mitzvos. Hashem
tells us that if we heed Shabbos Kodesh
properly, and if we keep the Torah and

mitzvos, He will make o

us a partner in the

Creation of the world. Thus, if we in fact
are “zoche,” we become partners in the
current world we live in. If we are in fact
partners in the Creation of the world, that
means that we came before everything in
this world.

While in the initial Creation of the
world, man was created last — after the
gnat — however, this is a new world, with a
new life source, and in this world, he came
first. However, if one is chas v’sholom not
zoche, he does not heed Shabbos Ko-
desh or perform the mitzvos properly, he
has no connection to being a partner in the
new world we live in. Rather, in regards to
him, we reference the beginning of Cre-
ation and tell him that, in fact, he was cre-
ated even after the gnat. This is to make
him remain humble and, hopefully, turn
towards Hashem so that he, too, can be-
come a partner with Hashem in the Cre-
ation of the world. May we all be zoche to
become partners with Hakodosh Boruch
Hu in the Creation of the world.

SPLIT UNITS A/C

|

Pre-Season Special

= |

Installed « Up to 18,000 BTU

Free Home Visit Diagnostics
CALL - 845-661-9054

¥ MONSEY’S SPLIT UNIT A/C EXPERTS X

Experience * Reliable » Excellent References
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SDI Inc.

CMAITM KLEIN

@ Address: 530 Fifth Ave, Suite 2412, New York, NY 10036

" Tel: 212-944-9177 | Fax: 212-944-9271| Cell: 845-537-6868
= Email: chaim@sdinye.com

~ LAB-GROWN DIAMOND STUDS

PRICES AS OF MARCH 2025

Gl

Certified
D-E Color | vS+ Clarity
EX/EX/EX Cut
In 14K Gold or Platinum Mounting

2CTW(1.00 CT EACH) $685

3CTW(1.50.CT EACH) $850

4CTW(2.00CT EACH) $1180

5CTW(2.40 CTEACH)  $1350

BCTW(3.00CT EACH) $1680
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE
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UNDER THE DIRECTION OF RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER v"0%w
CHAVRUSA LEARNING IN A WARM ENVIRONMENT

Currently Learning:
NRI' ND0oNn
Mon - Fri
7:00-8:00 AM
18 Upstairs Bais Medrash

Shiurim from the Rosh Hakollel
NII'T 1303031 N'AIDA P11V
Fridays at 7:30 am

Shachris
6:15 & 8:00 AM

FOR MORE INFORMATHEN AND OGN THE G0LEL PLEASE DOWTACT

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner 8452003718 Rabbischeiner@i18forshay.com
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COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

Mazal Tov to all
Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim
Shiurei Daf Hayomi on the
finishing of Ni>n n>on

We will be starting
NIVIAY No0N on
Shabbos, May 3

B
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~Tight [Jellel~

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER N0t

CHAVRUSA LEARNING IN A WARM ENVIRONMENT

Currently Learning
ONI 2N TI2D NIDT7N

8:15 - 9:45 PM
18 Main Bais Medrash

Shiurim by the Rosh Kollel & featured guest speakers

FOR MORE INFORMATION ARD TO JCIN THE KOLLEL, PLEASE CONTACT:

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner B45.200.3719 RabbiScheiner@lBforshay.com



Learning at the Night Kollel Rabbi Yosef Fried giving a Chaburah
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Windbag

“This is the law of the metzora... (14:2)

One of the causes of the spiritual af-
fliction called tzara’at was gossip and
slander. The Torah considers these sins
very grave. Habitual gossip and slander
are equivalent to all three cardinal sins of
idol worship, murder, and adultery. Some-
one who habituates himself to this kind
of speech forfeits his place in the future
world. (Erchin 15b)

Primarily, we are physical creatures;
at best, our soul is a lodger in the house
of the body. We find spiritual concepts
abstruse and difficult to grasp. A blood-
strewn battlefield makes more of an im-

Parenting in the Parsha

After a woman gives birth, she is
commanded to offer two korbanos. As
the pasuk states: “Keves ben shenaso
l'olah, uben yonah oh tor Ichatas” (Vay-
ikra 12:6). The Torah clearly dictates that
the first offering is an olah that is to be
consumed totally, and no one may eat
the meat of the offering, and the second
is a chatas, which may be consumed by
a Kohen. Offering an olah is appropriate
as an expression of appreciation for hav-
ing been granted a child. But why bring
a chatas, which is typically required of
someone who committed an uninten-
tional transgression? Several mefarshim
(based on Niddah 31b) explain that per-
haps while experiencing the pain of child
labor, the woman may have sworn not to
get pregnant again and go through this
agony. She, therefore, offers a chatas to
atone for her inadvertent promise, which
she likely regrets after seeing the results
of her labor.

There is something unusual, though,
with respect to the order of the korbanos
that the yoledes offers. The Gemara
(Zevachin 7b) states that when one offers
both a korban chatas and a korban olah,
the korban chatas should be brought
first to symbolize sur mei’rah (requesting
forgiveness from the unintentional trans-
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pression on us than the silent holocaust of
character assassination.

For this reason, the metzora is brought
to the kohen. This person, who was so
cavalier with his words, who did not un-
derstand the power of speech, stands in
front of the kohen, and with one word, the
kohen decides his fate, “tahor” or “tamei,”
“pure” or “impure.” Just one word can re-
turn him to the society of man, and just
one word can banish him to solitude and
ostracism.

“For behold, He forms mountains and
creates winds; He recounts to a person
his conversation.” (Amos 4:13)

Ostensibly, the first half of this verse

__RABRBI SHALOM ROSNER

has little to do with the second. However,
the prophet is answering the question, “Of
what importance is a word? Words have
no substance.”

“...behold, He forms mountains...”

G-d created lofty mountains, vast ex-
panses of impervious rock. “..And cre-
ates winds...” And yet the wind, which
has no substance whatsoever, wears
them down to an anthill. “He recounts to a
person his conversation.” This fact should
remind us that even though our words are
as formless as the wind, they have the
power to reduce great worlds to nothing.

Sources: Dubner Magid and Mayana
Shel Torah in lturei Torah

gression), followed by the korban olah,
which represents the asei fov (a com-
plete submission to Hashem) and an ex-
pression of gratitude. First, you wipe the
slate clean, and then, you offer a present.
If that is the case, then why are the kor-
banos offered by the yoledes in the oppo-
site order, as the pasuk dictates that she
first offers an olah followed by a chatas?

The Menachem Zion (son-in-law of R’
Tzvi Pesach Frank) offers a fascinating
insight highlighting the relevance of the
symbolic nature of these korbanos. Per-
haps, hidden in this slight nuance is the
secret to successful parenting.

On the one hand, every parent has
aspirations for their child and dreams and
hopes for their future success. In Hebrew,
this is referred to as she'ifos.

On the other hand, reality, or met zius,
kicks in, and often those original hopes
and goals are not attained. It is crucial
for a parent to set the bar high, have
their children reach for the stars, yet be
appreciative and satisfied with what their
hard efforts actually achieved. A parent
should provide a child with all the tools
necessary for their success, bearing in
mind, chanoch I'na’ar al pi darko, that
each child is different and is blessed with
unique capabilities with which they can
flourish. We must proceed cautiously, so

as not to expect too much,
but be certain not to shoot for
mediocrity, or the result will be inferiority.

Unfortunately, sometimes, as parents
and grandparents, we are negligent in
both directions. On the one hand, we
often try to push the children even be-
yond their capabilities, maybe trying to
have them do what we want to accom-
plish instead of thinking about what's
good for them. This could then lead to
our feelings of disappointment and their
feelings of failure. But on the other hand,
we sometimes are too reticent and pas-
sive in regard to our children. In our very
open world, we as parents, at times, for-
get that we are tasked with educating
our children and not leaving them with
the freedom to choose at every corner.
We need to motivate them as much as
possible to reach for the stars and make
the most out of every spiritual opportunity
that presents itself.

The yoledes brings the olah first to
symbolize that a parent should reach for
the stars and expect the best from their
child. Yet, the olah is followed by a cha-
tas to symbolize that in reality, even if our
child is not perfect, they are still holy, as
a chatas that is partly offered to Hashem
and partly consumed here on Earth by
the Kohen.



MORE THAN A SWING SET;
THEIR BACKYARD KINGDOM

SWING SETS DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR SPACE AND TASTE
+

PAVILIONS
SWING SETS
SHEDS nm
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS
GAZEBOS

3 88.950.0033 BHCMRD -baCkya"dkingdo-m.com
KINGDOM info@backyardkingdom.com

APRIL 30, 2025 11




"On the day healthy flesh appears in it, it shall be impure"
(Vayikra 13:14). There is a day on which you look, and there
is a day on which you do not look. From here, we derive that a
chassanis granted all seven days of his celebration. Similarly, on
a festival, we do not pronounce anyone impure (Rashi). We do
not mar the celebration of a chassan or of anyone during Yom
Tov (Sifsei Chachamim).

The kohein shall look at the affliction (negah), the kohein
shall look at it (vira'ahu) and make him impure (13:3). Alternative-
ly, vira'ahu means he shall look at him. Objectively, the person
has a negah. But the kohein looks at the whole person. If he is
a chassan, or it is a Yom Tov, the person is not examined and
remains pure (Mesech Chochma).

Perhaps this halacha contains a critical lesson for a chassan
and kallah as well. The first week of marriage can be very dis-
turbing. Suddenly, the chassan or kallah may discover a negah
that could not have been seen earlier. Personal habits or phys-
ical blemishes unnoticed during courtship and engagement be-
come apparent upon marriage.

A new spouse may, as recent works have described, have
a different way of squeezing toothpaste from a tube, which can
be disconcerting. More serious and objective flaws of personal
conduct or appearance can lead to disappointment or worse.

What is the proper response? Look at the whole person. You
chose to marry an individual who has many wonderful attributes.
You were attracted by your spouse's positive traits and unique
character. Do not look at the negative, at the new blemish or flaw
that marriage exposes.

The chassan must look at the kallah as a wonderful whole
person and overlook any newly discovered negatives. In turn,
middah k'neged middah, we overlook his negatives and consid-
er him, the whole person, pure.

The laws of impurity of a negah return after the week of cele-
bration. But the lesson of overlooking one's spouse's shortcom-
ings must last for a lifetime.

On holidays, all of Israel gathered in Yerushalayim. Persons
deemed ritually impure all year long were granted the status of
chaveirim, expert practitioners of ritual law (Chagiga 26a). Again,
since we are all required to overlook the flaws of others usually
designated as "am ha‘aretz," the kohein does not examine our
negaim on Yom Tov, and we remain pure.

After the holiday, the impurity of the am ha‘aretz returns. But
the lesson of overlooking the shortcomings of others must re-
main all year long.

One who judges his friend favorably, Hashem judges him
favorably (Shabbos 127b). This cannot mean giving others the
benefit of the doubt since Hashem has no doubts. Rather, we
should not judge the clear faults of others objectively but find
an extenuating circumstance that avoids a negative judgment.
Then Hashem, midda k'neged midda, will judge us favorably
despite His clear knowledge of our faults, based on extenuating
circumstances (Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz).

Our obligation to focus on the positive and overlook blemish-
es applies to those closest to us, such as a spouse, especially a
new one. It extends to those on a lower spiritual level, such as an
am ha‘aretz. And it includes friends with whom one interacts and
all Jews who, in this sense, are chaveirm.

The response, both by the kohein, who overlooks our negah,
and Hashem, Who overlooks our sins, is commensurate with
our efforts. Viewing others positively is a critical component of
spiritual purity.
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This week's parshais truly one of the most difficult subjects
for people in our time to contemplate and understand, or from
which to gain knowledge and inspiration. The entire subject of
these mysterious diseases, which manifested themselves on
the human body, on clothing, and even on houses and build-
ings, is technically discussed in the Mishna and also in various
places in the Talmud itself. However, the fact that the subject
is discussed does not really reveal the underlying pathology
of these diseases, nor does it help explain it to us in a purely
rational fashion.

We are all aware that the Talmud connects the disease
to the sin of slandering others and improper speech. Never-
theless, the mystery of the cause, diagnosis, and cure for the
condition remains a troubling and hidden matter. It is beyond
my ability to add any new insights into this age-old discussion
by the great scholars of Israel. | think, though, that we simply
have to accept that there are physical diseases that manifest
themselves because of spiritual failings, whatever those fail-
ings may be and however they are interpreted.

We are all aware that there are psychosomatic diseases
that can and often do become actually physical. Medical sci-
ence has not yet been able to determine why such phenome-
na occur. Well, just as there are, so to speak, mentally-caused
diseases, the Torah informs us that there are also spiritual-
ly-caused diseases that actually affect one's body, clothing,
and even one's home. There are many events and occurrenc-
es in life, both personal and national, that defy logic or any
form of human understanding.

The Torah does indicate to us the areas of our lives where
our human vulnerabilities exist and are apparent. Certain-
ly, our bodies, our health, our appearance, and our general
physical well-being rank as some of the most vulnerable of all
human conditions. Our bodies are so delicately formed and
perfectly balanced that even the slightest malfunction of any of
their parts immediately causes pain and requires our attention.

The Torah expands this idea to include spiritual imbal-
ances and shortcomings. We are usually never conscious of
these matters, and if, in fact, they are pointed out to us by oth-
ers, the usual reaction is one of resentment. So, through the
mechanism of physical symptoms as described in this week's
parsha, the Torah reminds us that we need to examine and
purify ourselves spiritually and not merely physically.

Our bodies, our clothing, even our dwelling places require
inspection and sanctification. Even though the physical mani-
festations of these shortcomings are no longer apparent in our
time, the underlying lesson is still present in all of our actions
and attitudes.

The realization that we can be woefully deficient in behav-
ior unless we are constantly monitoring our relationship to our
unique value system is essential for living a truly Jewish and
observant life. We are responsible for discermning those weak-
nesses within us, even if they are not physically apparent. Per-
haps this is the message to us from this week's parsha.
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The perfect shidduch

A shadchan corners a bochur and says, "Do I have a
girl for you!". "Not interested", replies the bochur.
"But she's beautiful!", says the shadchan
"Looks aren’t everything" says the bochur.

"Yes. And she's very rich too." "Really?"

"And she has great yichus, from a very fine and well
known family." "Sounds great." says the bochur. "But
why would a girl like that want to marry me? She'd
have to be crazy." Replies the shadchan "Well, you
can't have everything!"

I IRS
Rabbi Stern answers the phone. "Hello, is this Rabbi Stern?"
"It is"
"This is the IRS. Can you help us?"
"I can"
"Do you know a Kalman Klappenberger?"
"I do"
"Is he a member of your congregation?"
"He is"
"Did he donate $10,000 to the synagogue?"
"He will".

The Haircut Joke

Moishe had just gotten his driving permit. He asked
e his father, who was a Roy, if they could discuss the
use of the car. His father took him to his study and
said to him, "I'll make a deal with you. You bring your
grades up, study the Gemarah more, get your hair cut
and we'll talk about it."
After about a month, the boy came back and again
asked his father if they could discuss the use of the
car. They again went to the father's study where his
father said, "Son, I've been very proud of you. You
have brought your grades up, you've study Gemarah
very diligently, but you didn't get your hair cut!"
Moshe waited a moment and replied, "You know, Tatty,
I've been thinking about that. You know, Simshon
HaGibbur had long hair,." To which his father replied,
"Yes, and he WALKED everywhere he went!"

By Request

A man is in a restaurant where a pianist is playing in a
corner.
"Do you play things on request?" calls the man to the
pianist.
"Oh yes, sir," says the pianist.
"Great," says the man. "Play dominoes."
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Operation Clean-Up

Yesterday my husband thought he saw a cockroach in
the kitchen. He sprayed everything down and cleaned
thoroughly.

Today I'm putting a cockroach in the bathroom.
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