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The Maharal teaches us a fundamental concept
about the number eight. The number seven rep-
resents the seven days of the week, which is the feva
- the so-called natural cycle of the world. The number
eight represents what is beyond this natural world —
a glimpse into infinity. This concept explains many
different events and ideas that we leamn about in the
Torah.

A perfect example is this week’s parsha, which
begins with “1mwn o ' —and it was on the eighth
day.” Chazal explain that this eighth day refers to
Rosh Choden Nissan. As the mefarshim explain (see
Sifsai Chen), the name of the month itself expresses
miracles; the root of the name Nissan is nes - miracle.
However, it gets better. The beginning of the month
contains the entire month, and the entire month is
permeated with the theme of Pesach Night - Lail Ha-
seder.

It hit me a few days before Pesach: What do the
words “the night of the Seder” — literally, the night of
order — mean? The following thought occurred to me.
We live in a world — and especially these days, this
is even more apparent — that can be described as
chaos. On the one hand, one can say all is in order.
However, when we think more deeply about what this
world is and where we want to get to, we see this
world’s complete disorder. True order will commence
only when the Mashiach arrives.

The night of the Seder is the epic moment of the
year when we can actually experience true order, be-
ginning with Kadesh Urchatz, etc.

After we experience Lail Haseder — which the
mefarshim explain is a gift of ni71aT 'nin, expanded
consciousness — we are then given the task to climb
up the ladder of the seven sefiros during the seven
weeks between Pesach and Shavuos and try, as
much as possible, to once again experience true or-
der.
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The parsha opens with a commandment to Aaron: “Take for
yourself a calf, a young male of cattle for a sin offering.” Rashi
explains that this is to inform Aaron that Hashem grants atone-
ment to him through this calf for the Golden Calf that he made.
Why does Aaron need atonement at all? We know the Parah
Aduma was a kaparah for the aigel, as it is said, “The mother will
come and clean up the mess of the child.”

Rav Yehuda Tzadka, Rosh Yeshivat Porat Yosef in Jeru-
salem, shares an insight. There were three types of sins that
took place by the Golden Calf: 1) People who prostrated them-
selves to the aigel were killed by the sword. 2) Those who only
worshiped in their hearts passed away in the plague that took
place after the grinding of the aigel. People drank it with water
and died, just like a Sotah who dies as they drink the water. 3)
For those people who did not protest against the actions that
took place during the aigel, the kaparah was the Parah Aduma.
Group #1 violated in their heart and action, group #2 only in their
heart, and group #3 lacked the protest against evil. Aaron was
not in any one of these groups. His violation was in action but
not in heart, as his intention was to stall the people until Moshe
would retumn in the hope of preventing the sin. He brought a
korban in this week’s portion as a kaparah for his “sin.”

This seems to imply that Aaron did a sin and needed atone-
ment. That cannot be possible because his thoughts were pure,
and even his actions were to stall the people. When the aige/
was miraculously created in the fire, Aaron was shocked. This
was not what he expected to happen; he expected the gold to
simply melt. Even his action was not sinful.

The Talmud (Kedushin 39b) teaches us that if one has good
intentions without action, Hashem will attach an action to his
intention. When one has a negative intention with a positive
action, Hashem won't include the negative intention with the ac-
tion. Here, Aaron's intention and action were good. It was Hash-
em Who threw him a curve ball that produced the aigel, causing
great embarrassment to Aaron. How do we rectify the pain of
Aaron for all of eternity and inform the world of his innocence?

The parsha opens that it was on the eighth day of the Melu-
im. The number eight always signifies something that is above
nature, like the eight days of Chanukah and Brit Milah given on
the eighth day. Additionally, it was Rosh Chodesh Nissan, and
the word Nissan comes from the word nes, miracle. Hashem is
showing that Aaron did not sin with the aigel. Rather, the miracle
that Hashem performed made it appear as though he sinned,
causing him great distress. Now Hashem is illustrating at this
time, at the Mishkan, through Aaron bringing this korban, that he
is innocent of any sin and is worthy of being the Kohain Gadol.
That is why Hashem commands Aaron, “Kach lecha aigel, take
for yourself an aigel.” It's for you and everyone to know with ab-
solute clarity that you're not at fault due to the miraculous results
that caused an aigel to appear. This korban was a special op-
portunity for Aaron to come closer to Hashem, clear his name,
and establish his purity.
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__RABBI YY JACOBSON

The Holy Preacher

| can't vouch that every detail in the fol-
lowing story is authentic since | do not know
the original source, but the lesson of the sto-
ry is certainly true.

A renowned maggid (traveling preach-
er) arrived one day at the hometown of Reb
Shmuel Munkes, a noted disciple of Rabbi
Shneur Zalman of Liadi, who was a deep-
ly pious man with an incredible sense of
humor. After reading his letter of approba-
tion, the townspeople—who were simple,
G-d-fearing, innocent Jews—invited him to
preach.

Throughout his sermon, the maggid be-
rated his fine audience, chastising them for
“dreadful sins.” He rebuked them for being
such terrible, lowly, and horrendous Jews,
evoking G-d’s wrath. He proceeded to de-
scribe in vivid detail the severe punishment
that awaited them as a result of their evil
ways. When finished, the proud orator quick-
ly retired to his room, leaving his crestfallen
audience to wail over their horrific moral
state and the Divine retribution about to be-
fall them.

No sooner had the maggid made him-
self comfortable than Reb Shmuel himself
walked into his room.

Reb Shmuel took out a long knife and a

sharpening stone.

“What's this all about?” the maggid
asked, with a look of astonishment.

“We were taught by our parents that be-
fore Rosh Hashanah, one should pray at the
gravesites of the righteous. And sadly, we
never had the grave of a righteous man in
our cemetery. All of our residents—as you
have eloquently described us—have been
utterly wicked.”

“Of course, of course,” nodded the mag-
gid. “But why the knife!?”

“Its rather simple,” explained Reb
Shmuel calmly. “The nearest burial site of
a tzaddik is very far from our town. It is ex-
tremely cumbersome for our townsfolk to
make the yearly trek. We decided that we fi-
nally needed to have a righteous man buried
in our midst.”

“After hearing your speech,” Reb Shmuel
continued, with a straight face, “l know there
is no one more holy and righteous in our
entire region than you. So | decided to...
slaughter you and bury you right here in our
very own cemetery. Finally, before Rosh Ha-
shanah, we will be able to come pray at your
sacred grave site.”

As the grim reality began to set in, the
maggid adeptly switched course. “Come to
think of it,” he stammered, “l am not all that

righteous after all. | have com-
mitted some small sins here and
there. Obviously, they were all inadvertent.”

By now, Reb Shmuel was done with the
sharpening of the knife. The “holy preacher”
began to panic.

“On second thought,” stuttered the mag-
gid, “some of my transgressions were a bit
more serious, such as...” He went on to
share some immoral things he had done in
his life, which disqualified him from being a
tzaddik.

In the end, the maggid confessed to
some rather embarrassing transgressions.
He admitted that, in truth, he was far from
the great {zaddik that he portrayed himself
to be. He was actually morally disgraceful.

Now, it was Rabbi Shmuel's turn to
preach. “How dare you admonish these
beautiful, innocent, and pure Jews when
you yourself are a despicable, immoral char-
latan? How dare you cause such fine, lovely,
well-intended Jews so much anguish? It is
you who needs to transform his life; it is you
who needs to repent for all of his transgres-
sions.”

The maggid got the message. He left the
town in deep inner shame and never again
rebuked his audiences with stern, harsh
words.
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SCHEDULE

MONDAY & THURSDAY Chassidus Shiur 7:45 AM(18 Main) - TUESDAY Womens Shiur 9:30 AM (84 Viola Rd)

SHABBOS Friday Night — before Barchu (20 Upstairs)) - Morning 8:40 AM (20 Upstairs) | After Davening 12:00 PM (20 Upstairs)
PLEASE NOTE: Rabbi Jacobson'’s Shabbos morning shiur will now begin at 8:40 AM, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 AM.

__RABBI YISSACHAR FRAND

“Opening Day" is Day Eight

The parsha begins, “And it was on the
eighth day...” [Vayikra 9:1] To which eighth
day is the Torah referring? The Torah is dis-
cussing the “eighth day” after the previous
seven, during which the Jewish People
performed the Seven Days of Inauguration
offerings. It was a “Chanukas HaBayis’
[inaugural dedication], so to speak, for the
Mishkan [Tabernacle], with Moshe Rabbe-
inu acting as the Kohen Gadol [High Priest].

The “eighth day” referred to in the above
quoted pasuk [verse] was the day when
Aharon took over from Moshe, and the Mish-
kan began functioning in its normal way with
the kohanim performing the services.

Rav Dovid Feinstein notes that it is pecu-
liar that the Torah refers to this occasion as
the “eighth” day. It was really the “first” day.
The first seven days were merely a dry-run
rehearsal. Every day, they put up the Mish-
kan and then took it down, and the Shechi-
nah, the Divine Presence, did not rest within
it. This was the real “Day One” of the func-
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tioning of the Mishkan, when the Shechinah
came down [9:23], yet the Torah insists on
calling it the “eighth day.” The Torah empha-
sizes the previous seven days, nonetheless,
even calling the whole parsha “Shemini’
(meaning eighth). What message is the To-
rah giving us?

He suggests that the Torah is teaching
us the following important lesson: In spiritual
matters, preparation is almost as important
as the real thing. If the Torah had called this
“Day One,” it would have been sending the
message that all the preparation was merely
practice. That may be how it works in worldly
affairs but not regarding matters of spirituali-
ty (ruchniyus). Preparation is vital for spiritual
matters. Preparations place the mitzvah in
its proper perspective. Therefore, the Torah
emphasizes that this is Day Eight, not Day
One.

At a siyum marking the conclusion of a
tractate of Talmud, we say, “We toil in our
tasks (of learning), and they toil (in worldly
tasks). We work and receive reward, and
they work and do not receive reward.” What

does this really mean? Those
who work are paid for their
work. What does it mean “they

work and do not receive reward”? The an-
swer is that in other areas of life, a person
only receives reward if he completes the
task, if he is successful in his endeavor. A
person is only paid for producing. It is not the
effort or preparation that counts; it is the re-
sults: “What's the bottom line?”

Regarding matters of spirituality, howev-
er, if a person attempts to do a mitzvah but
does not achieve the end result, the person
still receives reward.

So, too, regarding the Mishkan. The
months of preparation and the Seven Days
of Inauguration offerings are not merely past
events that are forgotten on “Day One.” The
effort of that preparation will pay off. There
will be reward for it.

We toil and receive a reward. “Opening
Day” is already “Day Eight” because all the
thought and preparation that led up to that
day also play a very important role in G-d's
calculations.




RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

Birchas llanos

As the April showers will hopefully soon
bring the May flowers, | would like to dis-
cuss the timely topic of Birchas llanos, the
yearly brocha recited on the newly sprout-
ing trees.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE BROCHA

The Gemara in Brochos (43b) tells us:
‘27170 KpT 17K TNIH0T M [7'91T [NN RN
NiMA 2 X2 ,DM7D in7iya 10N X7¢ N2 nIX
DTX 12 DN N7 NIV NiN7'RI Niiv; — One
who goes out in the days of Nissan and
sees the blossoming trees should recite the
following brocha, ‘Blessed is [Hashem] who
did not skip anything in His world and creat-
ed fine creations and trees to give pleasure
to people.’

Although the Gemara does not spell out
that one should recite Hashem’s name, the
Ritva and others point out that the Gema-
ra was just writing the text in short, and the
full text of the brocha, including Hashem’s
name, is recited.

Interestingly, the Gemara just makes
this very short statement without elabo-
rating on the rules and regulations of this
brocha. However, the poskim point out that

with a closer look at the text, many halachic
details can be gleaned from each word of
the Gemara.

TREES

The Kaf Hachaim, as well as other
poskim, points to another expression that
the Gemara uses. The Gemara—as well as
the Rambam — uses the plural expression
“trees.” This would seem to infer that one
must see more than one tree. However, the
sefer Bitzeil Hachachma writes that this is
not necessarily so. The Gemara often uses
the plural expression even when there is
no need for a plural, referring to the general
concept of people seeing trees. For exam-
ple, the Gemara tells us the brocha one re-
cites upon seeing rivers and oceans using
the plural, although it is clear that there is no
need to see more than one.

What type of trees are we referring to?
The Mishna Berurah and the Kaf Hachaim
write that it is only recited when seeing fruit
trees that we can enjoy.

Although some poskim rule that one
can recite the brocha on seeing vegetables
sprouting, the consensus of the poskim is
that it is only recited for fruit trees. Why is
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the brocha only recited for fruit
trees and not for the vegetables
sprouting as well? The Aruch Hashulchan
suggests that this brocha was specifically
instituted to thank Hashem for the extra en-
joyments that He provides, not just for basic
staples, such as cucumbers and tomatoes.
This is similar to the Tosafos in Brochos
(37a) that explains the text of Borei Nefash-
0S: XN12¥ NN ' 7y ,phon| nian Nivioy X1
¥9) D2 Ni'nnYy — He created many souls
and the things that they need in addition to
all He created to give them enjoyment,” as
a reference to fruits. Similarly, this brocha
is meant to thank Hashem for the “extras.”
Can the brocha be recited on Shabbos
or after Chodesh Nissan? These and other
important questions will be discussed, b’ez-
ras Hashem, in a future article.

IN SUMMARY

The full text of the brocha, including
Hashem’s name, is recited. The brocha
should be recited on a fruit tree. Some re-
quire more than one tree, but according to
other poskim, one fruit tree is enough to re-
cite the brocha.
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In the year 5742/1882, which became known as "a year of
bloody pogroms" in Russia, the Jewish leaders, led by the Rebbe
Maharash, uncovered a secret plot against the Jews. They called
upon the Jewish people to recite these three kapitlach: 20, 22, and
69. Within one month, the evil plan fell through.

In 5703/1843, the Rebbe Maharash’s father, the Tzemach Tze-
dek, urged the Jewish people to recite these three kapitlach when
the Russian government was trying to meddle into the Jewish ed-

ucational system.

— Admur Shmuel

E Scan to join Rabbi
Scheiner's Weekly
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In 5766/1906, the Maharash’s son, the Rashab,
and Harav Chaim of Brisk, together with other Jewish
leaders, asked everyone to say these three kapitlach when they
learned of the czarist government's plan to instigate pogroms in
116 Jewish communities. The plan failed, B"H.

==== Based on the weekly farbrengen

Beis lyar: Yom Holedes of the Maharash, fith Chabad Rebbe
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The Gemara (Gittin 52) tells us about a couple that
the Satan caused to bicker every Friday evening. The
holy tanna, Reb Meir, came to pay them a visit on Friday
because he knew they wouldn’t fight in his presence. He
went there for three weeks in a row, and then Reb Meir
heard the Satan say, "Woe! Reb Meir drove me out of
the house."

The Chasam Sofer explains that this story happens
in many homes on Fridays. The yetzer hara comes and
tries to disturb the peace, to prevent the couple from re-
ceiving Hashem's blessings.

The holy sefarim write that if your wife or daughter,
etc., did something wrong on erev Shabbos (they didn't
clean or cook properly, and there are countless other
examples), you shouldn't become angry with them.
They aren't at fault. The culprit is the yetzer hara, who
desires to stir up a fight in your home on Fridays. With
this awareness, it is easier to avoid getting angry at that
time.

The exact words of the Gemara are "Woe, Reb Meir
drove that man out of his home." It seems that the Sa-
tan was referring to himself; that Reb Meir banished him
from the house. So why does it state "that man"? The
Satan isn't a man. B'derech tzachus, we can answer
that "that man" refers to the husband himself. Reb Meir
taught the husband that he shouldn't be home too much
on Fridays. He advised him to go to beis medresh to be
maavir sedra, do some shopping, or take the children
for a walk, but he shouldn't sit around at home. Reb
Meir understood that this would help their shalom bayis.
Sometimes, the best advice for shalom bayis is for the
husband and wife to give each other some breathing
space.

The Gemara (Brachos 56) says, "There are three
signs of peace: a river, a bird, and a pot." When one
sees a river, a bird, or a pot in his dream, it is a sign
that he will have peace. The Gemara adds that when a
person sees a pot in his dreams, when he wakes up, he
should say (Yeshaya 26:12), "Hashem, arrange peace
for us."

Why is a pot a sign of peace? The miforshim explain
that water and fire are opposites, but when a pot goes
between them, they can coexist and unite to create a
better product.

The pot represents peace since it creates a barrier
between two opposing forces. So, we see that, at times,
division is beneficial. Also in the home. Often, when the
husband spends less time in the house on Friday, it
can improve the shalom bayis. So, we can explain that
the Satan shouted, "Woe! Reb Meir sent that man, the
husband, out of the house.” And if he isn't at home, the
yetzer hara won't be able to bring them to machlokes.

6 PARSHAS SHEMINI

Gan HaTorah
SHMINI: THE NESHAMA YESEIRA OF YOM TOV RE-
MAINS WITH US

N1 X7l - Rebbe Chelbo said: Moshe Rabbeinu performed
the avodah of the Kohen Gadol for all seven days of the Miluim,
the seven days of ‘practice’ before the actual inauguration of the
Mishkan, and thought the position was his. On the seventh day,
Hakodosh Baruch Hu told him: It is not yours. Rather, itis Aharon
your brother’s — as the posuk says, “1mwn ora. a1’ Why was
Moshe not given the position of Kohen Gadol?

The Shem Mishmuel explains that Shabbos Kodesh is great-
er than Yom Tov. As it says in the Zohar Hakadosh, Yom Tov
receives its kedusha from Shabbos, as Shabbos is called “wTip”
and Yom Tov is only called “wTijz xajm.” However, Klal Yisroel
has more of a connection to the kedusha of Yom Tov than to the
kedusha of Shabbos.

The Ramban says that we don't recite the bracha on besa-
mim on Motzai Yom Tov. The reason for the besamim on Motzai
Shabbos is that the neshama is sad that the “hm' nnwa” the
person received for Shabbos Kodesh left, and the neshama has
hana’ah, benefit, from smelling the besamim. Thus, we smell
besamim at the departure of Shabbos as some sort of consola-
tion for the neshama upon losing the neshama yeseira. On Yom
Tov, we also receive a neshama yeseira, but that extra neshama
does not leave us upon the departure of Yom Tov; rather, it stays
with us.

We have no power over Shabbos Kodesh; it comes every
seven days. But Yom Tov is dependent upon us; when Yom Tov
will fall is determined by when the beis din is mekadesh the new
month. Man has some control over Yom Tov, and thus, there is
more of a connection between us and Yom Tov. Shabbos Ko-
desh is so great that the neshama yeseira of Shabbos can only
remain within us as long as the great kedusha of Shabbos is with
us. Once Shabbos is gone, so is the neshama yeseira. However,
the neshama yeseira of Yom Tov is on a lesser level. We have
more of a grasp of it, and thus, even when Yom Tov leaves us,
the neshama yeseira of Yom Tov remains with us.

Moshe was considered a bechinah, an aspect, of Shabbos,
as we say, “Ij77n ninna nwn nnw',” while Aharon was considered
to be like Yom Tov. He received his kedusha from Moshe, just as
Yom Tov receives its kedusha from Shabbos. Thus, just as Yom
Tov has more of a connection to Klal Yisroel, for it is on a lesser
level of kedusha, the same was with Aharon. Moshe represent-
ed the higher level of kedusha, the kedusha of Shabbos Kodesh.
We try to grasp as much of that kedusha as we can, but it is still
way above us, while we are able to have more of a connection to
the kedusha of Yom Tov. Moshe was not chosen to be the Kohen
Gadol, not because he wasn't worthy, but rather, because he
was on a more exalted level of ruchniyos, one which Klal Yisroel
would not have been able to grasp.

We must strive to utilize the neshama yeseira, which is re-
turned to us every Shabbos Kodesh, as well as the neshama
yeseira that we receive from Yom Tov, which remains with us.
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When you bring the sacrifices in the right way, it will be
evident that you will have brought honor to Hashem.
Sometimes, we’re not exactly certain how much honor
we bring to Hashem for any given mitzvah we do and
how much honor we seek for ourselves.

R’ Moshe M’Kozhnitz zt”l tells us that this is the meaning
of the above posuk. Our intentions are a litmus test!
There was once a very rich person who would only con-
sent to give the money needed to pay for the operation
of a poor Jew if his million-dollar donation would be pub-
licized in the newspaper.

The operation was successful and saved the man's life.
In the same neighborhood lived a simple man, a
hard-working fellow who barely made ends meet. One
evening, this man was walking home from work when he
noticed someone crying in front of a drug store.

“l need to buy some medication, but | am short 40 dol-
lars and won’t make it home in time to pick up the cash
and return before the pharmacy closes. If | don’t take this
medicine, my life could fall into serious danger.”
Without thinking, the man pulled out 40 dollars from his
pocket, saying, “Here it is - take it and be gebentched.”
After 120 years, the two neighbors went up to Shamayim,
and the following scene took place.

A voice cried out from Heaven, “Whoever saves one life,
it's as if he has saved an entire world. Come forward and
get your reward...”

The rich man was sure that they were summoning him.
But instead, it was his neighbor who was called to the
Heavenly throne and rewarded mightily.

The rich man looked on in astonishment!

When he inquired from the ministering angels exactly
what this man had done, he cried out, “His 40 dollars,
how can they compare to my million?!”

A Bas Kol explained.

“There was one major difference. Your donation was for
your own honor - you would not donate without a big no-
tice in the newspaper detailing every fact. But your neigh-
bor did his action without fanfare, without glory. The only
glory was the Honor of Hashem. This currency speaks
loudest here in Heaven!”

All our intentions, all our actions must be done to increase
Kavod Shamayim.

Mitzvos done for our own honor are worth less because
it's evident that we prefer the recognition of our fellow
man rather than the honor of Hashem. If this is true, then
we have already received the reward we desired.

To be sure, it does encourage others to give more if our
own donations are publicized. But if that is our sole inten-
tion, we need to rethink our priorities.

There is a world of chesed that we can be involved in. Or-
ganizations need to be supported. New ones need to be
started. There is chesed to be done with families and indi-
viduals in need. Many times, even with our own relatives.
Pesach is the Yom Tov of chesed, and we have just come
from taking shelter in the wings of its beautiful celebra-
tion.

May our focus on conspicuous consumption and self-ag-
grandizement be controlled in the coming year, and may
all of our mitzvos reach the highest rung of Kavod Sha-
mayim!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Written by R’ Avrohom Hillel Reich based on a

lesson and story by Harav Ben Zion Sneh Shlita
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“...and your brothers, the entire House
of Israel, will cry for the (tragedy of the) con-
suming fire...” (10:6)

After Nadav and Avihu's deaths,
Aharon’s cousins, Mishael and Elizaphan,
who were Levi'im, removed the bodies. The
Ramban explains that although it is only a
Kohein Gadol who may not contaminate
himself for a relative, and as such, Elazar
and Isamar, brothers of the deceased, who
were ordinary kohanim, should have been
permitted to remove the bodies, in honor of
the inauguration of the Tabemnacle, even
ordinary kohanim were required to remain
pure. Similarly, the Torah instructs Elazar

_RABBI YITZCHAK ADLERSTEIN

Chilling Out

Based on Daas Torah by Rav Yeruchem
Levovitz zt’l, Vayikra pg. 57

Moshe and Aharon entered the Ohel
Moed. They left and blessed the people.
The Honor of Hashem appeared to all the
people.

This reads like a complete mystery.
Till now, everything has been meticulous-
ly scripted. All the construction had been
completed. Following that, the Mishkan
was erected each day for seven days and
then taken down again. The avodah took
place each day, with Moshe serving as ko-
hen gadol. But the Shechinah had not yet
made an appearance. Something was still
missing.

Likely responding to the concem of the
people, Moshe then told them that there
was a set of special inaugural offerings for
the kohanim and for the people that still
needed to be brought. The impression was
that those would be the final steps. After
that, something would happen.

Indeed, it did. In the very next pasuk,
we see a miraculous fire descending from
Heaven and consuming the offerings on
the altar. The people were duly convinced.

So, the entire sequence is straightfor-
ward. The steps are commanded and per-
formed, and the expected result happens.
All makes sense, except for our pasuk. Al

10 PARSHAS SHEMINI

and Isamar to curtail the normal expres-
sions of mourning, such as rending their
clothes and not cutting their hair, in honor
of the day. The verse concludes, “Ve’achai-
chem kol Beis Yisroel yivku es hasreifa’
— “And your brothers, the entire House of
Israel, will cry for the (tragedy of the) con-

suming fire.”
Would not the appropriate expression
have been “ve’achaihem” — “and their

brothers,” describing the House of Israel as
the brothers of the deceased? Why is the
House of Israel described as the kin of the
living brothers in reference to the mouming
and not as the kin of the deceased?
Rashi’'s comment on the verse offers the

N/ 4

insight necessary to answer the question.
Rashi teaches that from this verse, we see
that the suffering of a scholar, i.e., Aharon
and his sons, should be shared by all. Gen-
erally, when a person dies, the community
feels a loss and grieves because of their
affinity for the deceased. Rashi explains
that the verse is teaching us that the source
of our sadness and sympathy should stem
primarily from our affinity for the living fam-
ily members and our sensitivity to the loss
that they feel. Therefore, the Torah records
that the House of Israel, who are brothers
of the living relatives, not brothers of the de-
ceased, will mourn them.

of the avodah had been completed. Aharon
had brought the procedure to a close by
descending from the altar and blessing the
people. Why do Moshe and Aharon enter
the Ohel and then leave without the text
offering any hint of what they were doing
there?

Rashi has it figured out. Since they had
finished the seven inaugural days and had
now completed the inaugural offerings of
the eighth day, and Aharon had conveyed
closing remarks by way of his bracha, ev-
eryone believed that the Big Event was
going to occur. The Shechinah would dra-
matically manifest itself, showing that their
efforts to provide a place for it had been
successful.

Nothing happened. This was a very bad
sign. It meant that something was getting in
the way of the Shechinah taking up resi-
dence with them. What else could it be but
the sin of the Golden Calf?

At least, that is the way Aharon took
it. He turned to his brother and said, “I did
everything that | was supposed to. No re-
sponse. It is clearly my fault. Hashem is
angry with me because of my role in the
chet ha-egel. You had me enter to do the
avodah, which | did, only to be shamed and
embarrassed!” Moshe took his brother by
the hand, and they entered together. Inside,
they performed no prescribed avodah but
did what Jews always do. They poured
their hearts out to Hashem. They asked

for rachamim. They left and to-
gether offered a different bracha

to the people: that all their work in assem-
bling the Mishkan should meet with suc-
cess. Immediately, they were answered.

Most people find it difficult to accept
blame. This is all the more so when that
blame can easily be shifted to others, es-
pecially if they are more likely to be the
offending parties. Assuming blame and re-
sponsibility is far greater when the offense
produced a public tragedy.

Aharon’s response when nothing hap-
pens after his brachah to the people, there-
fore, is extraordinary. He quickly senses
that something is wrong and that it is some
chet, some failing that is shutting down the
mission. He immediately determines that it
must be the chet ha-egel and finds no one
to blame but himself — despite the partici-
pation of people who were far guiltier. So
certain was he of his blameworthiness that
he felt personally embarrassed by what he
saw as the failure of the Mishkan enterprise
owing to his error.

We must follow suit and at least recog-
nize our culpability, even when others are
also guilty. We must be prepared to recog-
nize that our own role may have been crit-
ical if not in directly bringing some punish-
ment upon the community, then at least in
withdrawing some of the Divine protection
that would have staved it off.

e =



CONQUER YOUR CLUTTER WITH
A SHED FROM BACKYARD KINGDOM

CUSTOM SHEDS TO SUIT YOUR SPACE AND
TO GIVE YOU THE SPACE YOU NEED.

PAVILIONS | SWING SETS | SHEDS |
POOL HOUSES PERGOLAS | GAZEBOS

Our custom sheds are a beautiful way to store your bikes,
strollers, sukkahs, gardening supplies and more. Our Amish
builders use construction grade materials to ensure that each
shed is sturdy and weatherproof; built to last, protecting your
belongings from the elements and from predators. Get your
personalized shed today and reclaim your space.

888.950.0033

BACKPARD

P backyardkingdom.com KINGDOM info@backyardkingdom.com

APRIL 23, 2025 11




_ ZERA SHIMSHON

The Halfway Points
Moshe inquired in detail (10:16)

And (the Metzora) shall shave him-
self (13:33)

All that goes on its stomach (11:42)

The Gemara says (Kiddushin 30a)
that the words w1 wnT are the halfway
point of words in the Torah. The passuk
that begins with n7anni is the halfway
point of the Torah in pessukim, and the
letter 1 in the word |Ina is the halfway
point of letters in the Torah.

The well-known and well-addressed
question is that these words, letters, and
pessukim are not the halfway point of
their respective positions.

The Zera Shimshon (Avos 3:1) an-
swers this question based on the Ma-
harsha, who explains the abovemen-
tioned Gemara.

Throughout the generations, we find
that numerous times, the Chachamim
added on stringencies and restrictions
that earlier generations did not have to
keep. This usually occurs when the influ-
ence of the side of impurity gets stronger
in the world. To counter this, the Jewish

People, led by the Chachamim, have to
take a stronger stand to protect the To-
rah. This can only be accomplished by
adding protective measures and fences
around the mitzvos of the Torah.

Although these new stringencies are
not written in the Torah, and one may
even say that based on the letter of the
law and the simple understanding of the
Torah, something should be permitted,
this is a fundamental misunderstanding,
and the reason for this serves as the an-
swer to the question we began with.

Chazal teach (Sofim 16:6) that
Moshe Rabbeinu received the Torah
with 49 ways of permitting (something in
question) and 49 ways of forbidding (the
very same thing). This is all dependent
on the rav studying and ruling on the
question. Therefore, although in earlier
times, something may have been per-
mitted, and it may even seem simple
from the Torah that it is in fact permitted,
in a later generation, it can be forbidden
due to the Chachamim's understanding
of the issues at hand and knowing how
to understand the Torah from both an-
gles - the 49 ways that permit and the
49 ways that forbid.

This is hinted to in the words w7
wnT and the fact that the Gemara says
that these words are the halfway point of
the Torah. Although when counting the
words of the Torah, this is not the half-
way point, the meaning of the Gemara
is that the entire Torah revolves around
the ability of the Chachamim to be vnT
- sometimes, strictly, and other times, le-
niently. Hence, vt wNT.

In fact, the very words w1 wnT
show this. These words speak about
how Moshe Rabbeinu asked why one
of the korbanos was eaten (permitted),
and the other one was burned (forbid-
den). The same idea explains why the
passuk beginning with the word n7anni
is called the middle passuk of the Torah.
Sometimes, the shaving process of the
Metzora is to establish his impurity (for-
bidden; this is seen in that very passuk).
And other times, the shaving of the Met-
zora is part of the process that purifies
him (permitted; see Vayikra 14:8).

See Maharsha Kiddushin 30a for a
further explanation of why the 1 of Ima
is the halfway point of the letters of the
Torah.

SHIUR
SCHEDULE

ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR BY RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM BURGER
THURSDAY 8:15 PM - 9:15 PM (20 Upstairs)

Please scan to join

Zera Shimshon Whatsapp Group

__ZICHRU TORAS MOSHE

Hashem Wants Your
Mitzvos

One of the greatest ways—if not the
greatest—to build a feeling of joy is by
remembering that Hashem adores, ven-
erates, and admires the mitzvos that we
do, and every time we withstand and hold
ourselves back from doing an aveirah,
Hashem admires it.

There was once a man who had made
a kabbalah to learn from a particular sefer
each Shabbos as a zechus for a particu-
lar yeshuah that he wanted. He did so for
eight consecutive years but didn't see the
yeshuah. One week, he realized his kab-
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balah wasn’t working, so he decided he
would give up leaming from that sefer.

That Shabbos, while he was in shul,
an unfamiliar boy came in looking for
something. The boy asked him, “Do you
know where | can find such-and-such
sefer?” After the man helped him find it,
the boy asked the man if they would be
able to learn together. As they sat down to
learn, the man started to cry, eliciting the
wonderment of the boy.

The man explained to the boy how
he’d been leamning the sefer for the past
eight years and only gave up on his kab-
balah a few days prior. He thought Hash-
em didn’t care about his learning the sefer

because he didn't get the yeshuah after
eight years of leamning it consistently. And
now, by Hashem turning around the world
and bringing this unfamiliar boy into the
shul seeking a chavrusa to learn this par-
ticular sefer, he saw how Hashem really
did care about his learning. That is what
brought him to tears.

Hashem was showing him that al-
though he hadn't yet been zocheh to the
yeshuah, it shouldn’t leave him with a
feeling that Hashem doesn't value what
he’s doing. Hashem has His reasons for
withholding the yeshuah, but that doesn't
detract in any way from the value of the

mitzvah that he’s doing.
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COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTEN

got lessons?

We offer music lessons in various instruments e

ither at

home or at our location. Call 845.558.4909 for more info.
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‘ . Play music that empowers

MARTIN THALER, DMD, M

SD.

MONSEY ORTHODONTICS

BRACES & INVISALIGN

14 BARTLETT ROAD
(OFF CONCORD DR.)
MONSEY, NY 10952

845-425-765
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No Dogs Allowed

Two men are walking their dogs (a Doberman and a
Chihuahua).

They're getting hungry and decide to grab a bite at a nearby
restaurant. At the entrance of the door, a large sign reads:
“NO DOGS ALLOWED.”

The man with the Doberman says, “I know what to do, just
follow my lead.” He throws on a pair of sunglasses and
walks in. The waiter points to the sign and says, “I'm sorry
sir, dogs are not allowed.” The man replies, “Oh, I'm blind, s S—

and this is my guide dog.” =2 RATICINAL EVE H
“A Doberman for a guide dog?” the suspicious waiter asks. " ) o 0 @

“Yes, Dobermans are very loyal and protective. They're born 3 “9“'*“/ 7&3@5[&“/&"2 g

for the job,” replied the man. The waiter sighs and leads the i Appasl

man to a table.

The second man throws on his sunglasses and walks in. The
waiter tells him, “I'm sorry sir, we don’t allow dogs here.”
The man says, “Oh, you don’t understand. I'm blind, and

this is my guide dog.”
“A Chihuahua for a guide dog?” the annoyed waiter asks.
“A Chihuahua?” the man asks. “They gave me a
Chihuahua?!”

HAFP‘{‘J\.SA;‘\S CHALLAH
SHLISSEL CHALLAH

The Most Useful Dog

One bright and early Sunday morning, my wife said to me,
“Our dog is so smart. He'll bring in the daily newspapers
every single morning.”

I reply, “It’s not that special. Many dogs do the same.”
My wife responded, “But we aren’t subscribed to any
newspapers!”

PLEASE BRING CASH

The 'Genius’ Dog

As a butcher is shooing away a dog from his shop, he
® sees a $10 bill and a note in his mouth, reading: “Three
.Iamb chops, please.” Amazed, he takes the money, puts a qDI I :
bag of chops in the dog’s r;l”nouth, and quickly closes the e l]c o
shop.
He follows the dog and watches him wait for a green
light, look both ways, and trot across the road to a bus
stop. The dog checks the timetable and sits on the bench.
When a bus arrives, he walks around to the front and
looks at the number, then boards the bus. The butcher
follows, dumbstruck.
As the bus travels out into the suburbs, the dog takes in -
the scenery. After a while, he stands on his back paws to LAB-GROWN DIAMOND STUDS
push the “stop” bell, and then the butcher follows him off.
The dog runs up to a house and drops his bag on the
step. He goes back down the path, takes a big run, and
throws himself -Whap!- against the door. He does this PRICES AS OF MARCH 2025
again and again. No answer. So he jumps on a wall, walks

CIHAIM KLEIN

@ Address: 580 Fifth Ave, Suite 2412, New York, NY 10036

Tel: 212-944-9177 | Fax: 212-944-9271| Cell: 845-537-6868
= Email: chaim@sdinyc.com

around the garden, beats his head against a window, IG'
jumps off, and waits at the front door. A big guy opens it el
and starts shouting at the dog. GG 3
The butcher runs up and screams at the guy: “What in D-E Color | VS+ Clarity
blazes are you doing? This dog’s a genius!” The owner f
responds, “Genius, this you call a genius ... It's the second EK!'EX EX Cut

time this week he’s forgotten his keys!” In 14K Gold or Platinum Mounting

2CTW(1.00 CT EACH) $685
3CTW(1.50 CT EACH) $850
Because they have two left feet. 4CTW(2.00CT EACH) $1180

Why are dogs terrible dancers?

What kind of dog should you get if you're always late?

A watchdog! 5CTW(2.40 CT EACH) $1350

Why are skeletons afraid of dogs? 6CTW(3.00CT EACH) $1680
Because dogs love bones. I
Why did the dog do so well in school? ALL SIZES AVAILABLE
\ He was the teacher’s pet.
4
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Learning Maseches Yuma ——
DAILY DAF YOMI SHIURIM

6:15-7:10 AM
ENGLISH

Rabbi Yanky Moddel
18 Upstairs - (Rabbi Coren’s Office)
Sundays: 7:15-8:00 am

7:00-8:00 AM
ENGLISH

Rabbi Yosef Chesir
18 Upstairs - (Shiur Conference Room)

8:00-9:00 AM
YIDDISH
Rabbi Yitzchok Klein
20 Upstairs

9:00-9:45 AM
ENGLISH

Rabbi Shea Stern
18 Upstairs - (Rabbi Coren’s Office)
Zoom option: 18forshay.com/dafyomi

For more information regarding all le:
Rabbi Scheiner - Rosh Kollelim
RabbiScheiner@18forshay.co
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