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There is a minhag in Am Yisrael, namely by the Sefardim, 
not to cut challah or any bread with a knife, but 
rather to rip it by hand. The reason given is that bread 
represents life, and a knife represents the taking of life, 
so the two don’t go together. The minhag by acheinu, 
the Ashkenazim, is to use a knife on the challah, and 
many Chasidim even sharpen the knife on Friday so it 
will be good and ready for Shabbat, despite the concern 

the minhag of Ashkenazim and use a knife for bread, 

the challah

something that supports life. 

The Zohar on Daf 57a in Parashat Acharei Mos presents 
pasuk

the death of Aaron’s two sons, when they approached 
before Hashem, and they died.” The pasuk already said 
the death of Aaron’s two sons, why was it repeated at 
the end of the pasuk?  The Zohar explained that they 

secondly, they did not have children. 

How sad it must have been for Aaron to live through this. 
How painful it is for a person who has never married 
and has no children. But there is something even more 

having children, and yet not helping them reach their 

As we say goodbye to the month of Nissan and the yom 
tov of Pesach, the lesson we should take away from 
Pesach is very clear. The beauty of the chag is our focus 
on the children. The holiday commemorates the birth of 

via storytelling. We must understand that there were 

Rasha must be 
answered. Remember, it is “vehegadeta lebincha;” we 
mustn’t fall into the trap of “vehegadta leavicha,” that 
the child does all the talking and explaining. 

Now that the holiday is behind us, we should carry this 

and we need to prepare and show an example. The 
challenge of having a school system like the one we 

of the Rebbe, the Morah, or the principal to teach our 
children; it is ours. 

May we be zoche to see much nachas from our children, 
and may they always follow the ways of Hashem.

Aharon ’s  Loss

Rav Avigdor Miller z”l
sin of shechutei chutz. The simple understanding is that a 

korban to 
Hashem, but instead of bringing it to the Bais Hamikdash, 
he made an altar in his back yard and burnt the korban
there. The punishment for this sin is very severe: kares. 

shechutei chutz to  – spilling blood. The 

blood of the animal, and we’re calling this sin a form of 
murder? That sounds very strange. Rav Miller says that the 

the animal. The Torah considered this sin a form of spilling 
blood because it’s referring to the person who could have 
brought the korban to the Bais Hamikdash and failed to 
do so. Tosfos in Baba Basra 21 says that bringing a korban
to the Bais Hamikdash
experience. Therefore, one who does not do so is 
considered taking his own life, because of what they could 
have become through the Bais Hamikdash experience.

Shavuos.

When we count to Shavuos we need to make sure that 
each day isn’t just counted; rather, we need to make 

Aruch
Hashulchan
from animals to humans (the korban omer was brought 
from barley, which is what an animal eats, in contrast to 
the korban brought on Shavuos, which comes from wheat, 
which is human food).

The goal of these days is to transform ourselves into 
people who are ready to receive the Torah, which isn’t 

Matan 
Torah, 

May we take advantage of each day during the 
period, and be zoche to see the full geulah, bimheira 
b’yameinu.

by Rabbi Daniel Coren

Making the Days Count
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The Greatest Sanctity

Rabbi YY Jacobson

Chassidim Ein Mishpacha
The saying “Chassidim are ONE family,” was coined by the 

Maharash, saying that the Alter Rebbe [the founder of the Chabad 
movement,] dedicated his life and invested his strength toward 
the goal that Chassidim should be like one family [care for and 

==== The Rebbe Maharash P355.

4th Chabad Rebbe.

UFARATZTA

What was the greatest project ever undertaken? No 

that is the mother of any other project, big or small, 
undertaken by man or by nature. Our observable 

planets in the universe. The human body alone contains 
some 100 trillion cells. Within each cell is a nucleus. 
Within each nucleus is a double copy of the human 

miracle of all miracles.

And yet, the Torah teaches there is something even 
greater than the universe.

What?

describe how the Jews created the Tabernacle, or 
Mishkan, in the desert!

This seems profoundly strange. The universe spans 

not yet scratched the surface of its untold depth and 
unbound mysteries. We have not even mastered the 
secrets embedded in a single cell. The Tabernacle, on 
the other hand, was around 150 feet long and 75 feet 

small tent; a mini mobile "shteibel."

of a humble albeit splendorous tent in the desert and 

sense?

for man, while the Sanctuary is the home man makes 

And yet, there is something even greater than the 

to be suspended for something. For what?

The Shabbat! Even to construct the Sanctuary, we 

preciousness of Shabbat trumps the Sanctuary, which 
trumps the universe. This tells us something about the 

“home” in our world. Shabbos is a day 

But wait, there is something even holier than Shabbat! And 

destroyed.

What is that? The Jew! The Shabbat must be violated to 
save a life. Even if there exists only a one percent chance 

just prolong a life by a few minutes, all the laws of Shabbat 

of all existence.

The Shema
This, says the Chasam Sofer, is the meaning of the words 

which are the acronym of “Shabbos, Mikdash, Olam.”

.

The Shabbat, the Temple, and the world. These are 
in descending order the three most precious items of 
existence.

very essence, Yisroel is part of “Hashem Elokanu Hashem 
Echad.”

Womens Shiur Tuesday
Chassidus Shiur Monday & Thursday

Shabbos: Friday Night – before Barchu (20 Upstairs)

Please Note: Rabbi Jacobson's Shabbos morning shiur will now begin
at 8:40 am, followed by the Minyan at 10:00 am.

154 DAYS UNTIL UMAN
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The mitzvah of  is to count each of the 
korban

haomer in the Beis Hamikdash – the 2nd day of Pesach – 
Shavuos. Today, when there is no Beis Hamikdash and 

we do not bring the korban haomer, there is a machlokes
Rishonim if the mitzvah of haomer is min HaTorah or 
midrabanan. Many Rishonim – including Tosfos, the Rosh, 
the Ran, and the Baal Hamaor

 is midirabanan. The Rambam, however, writes that 
even today, the mitzvah is min HaTorah. 

Differences If Counting Sefira Is Min HaTorah Or 
Midrabanan

1) Counting during bein hashmashot (twilight) 
Tosfos  today is 
midirabanan, a person can count during bein hashmashos. 
Although it is a safeik
to a mitzvah midirabanan, we can be lenient, and even 
recite the brocha. According to the Rambam, since it is min
haTorah

.

The Shulchan Aruch writes that those who are extra careful 
Mishnah Berurah explains that we 

pasken that the mitzvah  is midirabanan, 
so we can count 

Biur Halacha adds that we must realize that 
besides the Rambam, there are many other Rishonim who 
hold that it is min haTorah, and that is why the minhag is 

Reciting: “Likayeim mitzvas asei, kimo shekasuv 
baTorah”
We recite a brocha “asher kidishunu bimitzvosav,” even 
on a mitzvah midirabanan. The Gemara in Shabbos (23a) 
explains that this is because mitzvos midrabanan that we 
do are also considered a commandment from Hashem, 
since He told us to listen to the chachamim.

mitzvah min haTorah today, 
: 

“Likayeim mitzvas asei, kimo shekasuv baTorah”? The 

Is Counting Sefira Min HaTorah Or Midrabanan?

by Rabbi Nachum Scheiner, Night Kollel & Morning Kollellght Kollel & Morning KollNachum Scheiner, N

Klausenberger Rebbe (
this can be a serious issue. The Rambam writes that if 
someone performs a mitzvah midirabanan, and has in 
mind that he is performing a mitzvah min haTorah, he 
may have transgressed the issur of bal tosif. So, can 
we say these words, if it is not a mitzvah min haTorah 
today? He suggests that it is possibly allowed because it 
just means the mitzvah Torah, even 
if today it is only midirabanan. Rav Shlomo Zalman also 
allowed saying the words “Likayeim mitzvas asei,” as they 
can refer to a rabbinical mitzvah as well. 

The Klausenberger Rebbe, however, writes that his 
custom was to leave out these words, and just say 

 The Or Litzion also 

“Likayeim mitzvas asei, kimo shekasuv 
baTorah,” but if someone wants to say it, he can rely on 
the Rambam that even today it is min haTorah.

2) Having kavanah for the mitzvah
Does one need to have kavanah
the mitzvah mitzvah, a 
person must have in mind that he is doing the mitzvah of 
Hashem. When it comes to mitzvos min haTorah, without 
having this kavanah, the Shulchan Aruch rules that one did 

mitzvah. However, if it is only midirabanan, 
even if one did not have kavanah for the mitzvah, he is 

yotzei. Therefore, if  is a mitzvah min haTorah, 
this kavana may be required. However, if the mitzvah of 

 is only midrabanan, even if someone did not have 
kavanah for the mitzvah yotzei. 

In Summary
There is a machlokes  today is min
haTorah or midrabanan. Some  are:

1. Can someone count during bein hashmashos (twilight)? 

2. Can we say: “Lekayem mitzvas asei, kimo shekasuv   
baTorah”?

kavanah mitzvah?

Rabbi Scheiner
KOLLEL BOKER | 7:00-8:00am
• Chavrusa learning - Gemara
Currently: 
• Friday - Shuirim Beinyonei Dyoma and 
relevant topics

NIGHT KOLLEL | 8:15-9:45pm
• Chavrusa learning - Halacha
Currently : 

SHIURIM BY ROSH KOLLEL & 
FEATURED GUEST SPEAKERS
 • Daf Yomi 
• Mishna Yomis 

 • ZERA SHIMSHON SHIUR

ADDITIONAL LEARNING 
PROGRAMS:
 • Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim on Legal 

• Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim
• Yeshivas Kiymu v’Kiblu / Purim 
Shushan Purim
• Shovevim Program / Early Friday 
morning learning b’retzifus. 
• Evening Shuirim in Halacha and 
Hashkafa by prominent Morei Horah
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- RABBI YAKOV YOSEF SCHECHTER

Parshas Achari Mos 18:3-

 – These two lands: the one where Klal Yisroel had dwelt for 
210 years, and the land to which they were headed, were the 
most morally depraved lands in the world.  By stressing these two 
lands – where Klal Yisroel were in the past, and where they were 
headed – the Torah teaches us that they were worse than all the 
rest. 

The Toras Kohanim says that because Klal Yisroel dwelled there, 
it caused them to be even more sullied. The Sitra Achara can 

Kedushah. Due to the sins of 
Klal Yisroel, they can latch on to the kedushah from Klal Yisroel, 
and thus give themselves sustenance. The more that Klal Yisroel 
sins, the more the forces of evil receive. Thus, they are constantly 
seeking to cause Klal Yisroel to stumble and sin. Hakodosh Baruch 
Hu  Himself, is Mashgiach Bereishis
Rabbah 20 that the puts evil thoughts into the minds 
of Kayin and his friends (groups of evil people), and lehavdil, 
Hakodosh Baruch Hu places thoughts of kedushah into the minds 
of Klal Yisroel. Anything that the  can do, to sneak in, 

Tehillim 106:35 

P a r s h a s  A c h a r e i  M o s  -  T h e  P u r e  A i r  o f  S h a b b o s  K o d e s hP a r s h a s  A c h a r e i  M o s  -  T h e  P u r e  A i r  o f  S h a b b o s  K o d e s h
“
learned their ways.” This does not only mean that they mingle 
together and actually see their evil deeds, but even just living 

on them. ( )

Rama Mipano 
says, that this evil becomes part of the air. Chazal tell us that 

, that the air of Eretz Yisroel causes one 
to become smarter – it is because of the quality of the air. The 
yetzer hara doesn’t have direct access to Klal Yisroel, but rather 

world to perform many abominable acts against Hakodosh Baruch 
Hu, and that sullies the air. The  who are in proximity to that 

posuk is telling us that 
Klal Yisroel just living there, their being in tumas Mitzrayim, was a 
great danger for them, and extremely harmful to their ruchniyus.

Thus it says in Vayikra 23:3 “
a Shabbos for Hashem in all your dwelling places” – Shabbos is 

are in galus. The air is pure, for all the evil powers are gone, and 
thus it is appropriate for one to strengthen himself in Torah and 

 on the holy day of Shabbos, for it is a day on which the air 
is always tahor.

RABBI BEN ZION SNEHLessons for These Trying Times
seder table, 

but let’s review some important lessons learned from the yomtov of 
emunah
for not barking, the dogs of Egypt did not bark during the plague of 

when we have a treifah
mitzvah by giving it to a dog!

“Yet, those frogs in the plague of tzfardiim, who leapt to their death 

frogs lived forever). From here we can see,” R’ Dovid says, “that 
remaining silent can be much harder to do than even jumping into a 
burning hot oven.”

closest to us, most of all – but we must not give in.

... a wise person holds back a sharp retort, 

anyone else speaks in a way that upsets us, we should never respond 
in kind. 

 is great. But the yetzer harah that keeps us from using this 

A story will illustrate this point.

to put on 

a few months, Yossi had run out of money; his expenses were high, 

only one reply:
“Davening will give you all you need Yossi – pray to the Aibeshter.”

told him to daven
food to eat!”

“Just daven davened, 
Yossi?”

Not wishing to lie, Yossi sheepishly hung up the phone and opened 
his 
the bag, he saw a bundle containing thousands of dollars that his 
father had prepared for him. 

And so it is with all of us –  we have no greater power than . 

unlimited blessings – with our .
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nefesh

2) Parshat Acharei Mot 17:11: “For the nefesh

3) Parshat Acharei Mot 17:11: “…for it is the blood in the nefesh that will 
atone.”

the nefesh of any creature is its blood.”

5) Parshat Re’eh 12:23: “For the blood, it is the nefesh, and you shall not eat 
the nefesh with the meat.”

that we are enjoined to strive to maintain the spiritual purity of the nefesh, 
or life essence, of every individual. For this reason, the Torah in this Parsha 
states (Acharei Mot 17:12) “Any nefesh among you may not consume 
blood”. Normally the Torah would have stated, “Any person among you….” 

very spiritual essence.

nefesh in the above verses, the Torah is telling us that an animal’s blood, 

other parts of the animal’s body. Abarbanel explains that when someone 
ingests the other parts of an animal, those parts are broken down and 

Thus, some aspect of animal nature is incorporated into the consumer of 

are not violent, cunning, or predatory, their spiritual essence is far below 

above we see that the blood is in the nefesh, the nefesh is in the blood and 
is the nefesh.

applies to converts as well, an emphasis which is generally not found in 

to all of Mankind as well, as one of the seven Noachide Laws. Since blood 

 – Rabbi Kasnet, ohr.edu

This week’s parsha starts with the Yom Kippur 
service, which is to atone for free will abuse. 
The abuse of free will is the greatest sin about 
sinning. That’s why a sin changes status based 

are called “meizid,” and had to bring one kind of 

called “shogeg

This is also why Nadav and Avihu were killed the 
way they were, on the inside while their bodies 
remained intact. Their sin was executed in the 
physical world, but it was punishment on the 
inside one (their souls were “burned” out from 
within them). Their act may have been correct, 

Hence Moshe Rabbeinu told Aharon back in 
Parashas Shemini that Nadav and Avihu had been 

Because they had become so inspired to serve 

level that it drove them to take the risk they did. 
That part of what they did had inspired Moshe 
Rabbeinu.

things to run in the Mishkan. Rules were in place, 
upon which thousands of years of Jewish history 

be within the guidelines of halachah, not above 
them, as the act of Nadav and Avihu had been.

Some people believe that a Torah lifestyle limits 
free will because it limits what you can do and 
how. But that’s just the yetzer hara talking, which 
likes to do what it feels like doing more than 
what our souls want to do. Everyone knows that 
it takes more free will to live within a system than 
beyond one, especially when that system goes 
against the yetzer hara, as the Torah is meant to 
do.

That means taking a look at your life, especially 

takes free will, and that is the whole reason for 

we might as well heighten our consciousness of 

Eating Blood Abarbanel on the Parsha

Free Will
Rabbi Pinchas Winston
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which began on 17th Tammuz, ended on the 10th of Tishrei – 
the day that later became Yom Kippur. That was the day when 
Moses descended the mountain with the second set of tablets, 

series of rites set out in this week’s parsha (Lev. 16), conducted 
in the Mishkan by Aaron in his role as High Priest.

to his words. Aaron was following a precisely choreographed 
ritual, every detail of which was set out in advance. Moses’ 
encounter was ad hoc, a unique, unrepeatable drama between 
heaven and earth. Aaron’s was the opposite. The rules he was 

the Temple stood.

Moses’ prayers on behalf of the people were full of audacity, 
what the Sages called chutzpah kelapei shemaya, “audacity 
toward heaven,” reaching a climax in the astonishing words, 
“Now, please forgive their sin – but if not, then blot me out of 

contrast, was marked by obedience, humility, and confession. 

for his own sins and those of his “house,” as well as those of 
the people.

The move from Yom Kippur 1 to Yom Kippur 2 was a classic instance 

a “peak experience” into a regular part of life. Few moments 
in the Torah rival in intensity the dialogue between Moses and 

could we achieve forgiveness – we who no longer have a Moses, 

moments change history. But what changes 
us is the unspectacular habit of doing certain 

the brain and change our habits of the heart. 
We are shaped by the rituals we repeatedly perform.

to the people their guilt. But we have no evidence that they 

They involved a candid acknowledgment of the sins and failures 
of the people, and they began with the High Priest himself. 

Judaism helps us admit our mistakes in three ways. First is the 

misused. All he asks of us is that we acknowledge our mistakes, 
learn from them, confess and resolve not to do them again.

sin. We can condemn an act without losing faith in the agent.

helps create a culture of honesty in which we are not ashamed 
to acknowledge the wrongs we have done. And despite the fact 
that, technically, Yom Kippur is focused on sins between us and 

Ashamnu and Al
Chet shows us that, actually, most of the sins we confess are 
about our dealings with other people.

spiritual greatness.

Achrei Mos dealing with the laws of the Yom 
Kippur Service in the Bais Hamikdash concludes with the words 
“This shall be to you an eternal decree to bring atonement upon 

“And (Aharon) did all that Hashem had spoken to Moshe”. 

praise of Aharon. When Aharon wore the special garments of 
the High Priest on Yom Kippur, he did it strictly for the sake of 

was privileged to wear these special garments. That could 
pasuk

thinking of personal pride, but did it strictly to 

in Brochos speaks of Rabbi Channina ben Dosa, whose intent in 
arod

kavana. Rav Simcha Zissel 
asks: Why would it enter our mind to think that Aharon the High 
Priest would have less kavana than Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa? 
Why then is the Toras Kohanim afraid his mind might wander 
and have thoughts of personal pride that he is wearing the 

him to deviate for one moment from his kavanah!

A New Yom Kippur Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, z”l

The Power of Pride
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He shall take the two goats and stand them before Hashem…
Aharon shall place lots upon the two goats: one lot “for 
Hashem,” and one lot “for Azazel.”

This procedure places the Yom Kippur goats at sharp odds 

of a chatas

this anomaly?

We can start by considering a parallel event at the 
showdown between Eliyahu and the priests of Ba’al.  Chazal 

followed him, the one chosen by the priests of Ba’al stood 
its ground, and refused to budge. All the idolatrous prophets 
surrounded it and tried to move it, to no avail. Thereupon 
Eliyahu spoke to it, and asked it to go with the idolaters.

same womb. We were raised together. Should it bear the 

you that the same way that the bull that goes with me will 

to be handed over to the priests by Eliyahu himself. And so 
it was.

Our goats run parallel with this episode. While neither winds 

treatments could not be more striking. One moves to a very 

The goat designated for Hashem becomes perhaps the most 

Holies, sprinkled towards the place of the Shechinah by a kohen 

stature, value – did not even merit proper shechitah. Sent out to 

a rocky crag. The fall would tear its body to shreds.

The impression upon the observer was powerful. The two goats 
began their Yom Kippur career completely similar, and ended it 

that one of the two animals gained prominence because Hashem 

sincere teshuvah
Whatever he was before Yom Kippur is irrelevant. By unleashing 
the power of teshuvah, the person who was previously distant 
and reviled by Hashem has become close and loved.

The other goat represents the person who has failed to respond 
to the promise of Yom Kippur. He has guaranteed that he will not 

fatal wilderness that he has made of his life.

Hashem’s Name, because it is the contrast between them that we 
take to heart. The “winners” and “losers” on Yom Kippur – those 
chosen for good things by Hashem and those not chosen – need 

Completely opposite fates are sealed on Yom HaDin for people 

them – what determines who will be chosen for a year of security 
and prosperity and who will not – can appear to be random, 

repentance.

Rav Simcha Zissel Brody answers that it is easier not to be 

Therefore, Chazal need to tell us that Aaron would not have 

other animal, but even when it came to honor, which could

Rav Simcha Zissel relates this comment to another amazing 
Medrash which he cites. The Medrash in Bereishis Rabbah
states that during the Akeida Satan came to Yitzchak and told 

mother Sarah had lovingly given him throughout the years 

“Does that not bother you?” Satan teasingly asked. “How can 
you go through with this, Yitzchak? You are going to lose all 
those presents your mother gave you!”

The Medrash goes on to record Yitzchak’s response to this 
taunt. Why, the Medrash asks, does Yitzchak say “My father, 

level, his father would have mercy on him and not go through 
with the Akeida Medrash implies that 

on him!

as great as Yitzchak was, he was human, and human beings are 

are impossible to totally suppress. We can overcome physical 
things, but when we start talking about a person’s psyche, then 

The Lottery
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Just Trust and You Will See
By Rabbi David Ashear

everything that happens is for the best. But, what about 

The people are good people; they are sincere. They do 

their own lives, it is not so easy to feel that goodness. 

Deep down, they really do believe that it is for the best. 

are the springboards to bring us to the places that we 
need to be.

Rabbi Reuven Elbaz told a story about one of his oldest 
students in the Yeshiva who was a Baal Teshuva, and he 
grew leaps and bounds in Torah and Yirat Shamayim. He 

girl from a respected family. Everything was going great. 
A few days before they were going to get engaged, the 

The young man was devastated. He thought that he was 
going start a family and a 

will give you the real girl that He has intended for you." 

But it was very hard for the young man to accept. He 

to the Kotel." 

On his way to the bus stop, a car pulled over and asked 

man, traveling with some of his family members, so the 

to get there." 

He got into the car and they started talking Torah. 

impressed by the things that this young man was saying, 

When they arrived at the Kotel, the wife got out of the 

him that she has a great girl, her sister in law, who was 
actually in the car with them. He agreed to go out, and 

married that girl. He told Rabbi Elbaz, "Baruch Hashem 

When he was crying about that broken Shiduch, 
Hashem was saying, "Your real Shiduch is on the way 

is best for you, trust Me."

week and said over that a year ago his daughter came 
back from studying for a year in Seminary. She was 

They absolutely loved her. They told her on the spot, 
"You got the job."This was at the end of the school 
year. They told her, that every summer there is usually 
one teacher who has to leave, you will take the place 
of that teacher. They called her back at the beginning 
of August, and they told her that the second grade 
Morah is leaving, so you are hired for second grade. 
The girl started to prepare and was excited to start her 

Less than a week before the school year started, they 
called her back and said, "Unfortunately for you, the 

available now." 

ten other schools!" She then calmed herself down and 
realized that it was all from Hashem. 

wanted to do, she took what she could get. The other 
secretary who worked there was so impressed with 
her that she suggested her for her brother. Recently, 

the other secretary.

Hashem knew exactly what He was doing the whole 

always has our best interest in mind. The more we 
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