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And I will make them into one nation in
the land upon the mountains of Israel,

and one king shall be to them all as a

king; and they shall no longer be two
nations, neither shall they be
divided into two kingdoms anymore.
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DEAR KEHILLA

BET Parashot Vayegash
Haftorah 5781

In the year 2964 - 797 b.c.e,
following the death of Shlomo
Hamelech, the nation was divided
between Rechavam ben Shlomo
and Yiravam ben Nivat. Recha-
vam ruled over Yehudah and
Binyamin, and Yiravam ruled over
the other 10 Tribes. Rechavam
was a direct descendant of Dovid
Hamelech, and Yiravam was a
descendent of Ephrayim. In this
week's Haftorah, Yichezkel Hanavi
prophesied the time when the
divided kingdom's of Yehudah and
Yisroel would unite beneath the
single banner of the family of King
David.

Yechezkel is instructed to take
two pieces of wood and inscribe
them with names of the Jewish
kingdoms, Yehuda and Yosef.
Hashem then said, "Bring them
near one another to appear as
one and they shall unite in your
hands." Radak interprets this to
mean that Yechezkel should hold
the pieces alongside each other
and they will miraculously unite

into one solid piece of wood. He

explains that this refers to the
future miraculous unification of
the Jewish kingdom. The indi-
vidual pieces of wood represent
the individual kingdoms of Israel.
Although Hashem uncondition-
ally granted Dovid Hamelech's
dynasty the kingdom of Israel

this did not preclude fragmen-
tation. In fact, soon after Shlomo
Hamelech's passing the kingdom
suffered a severe split. Yeravam
ben Nevat, a descendent of the
tribe of Yosef led a powerful re-
bellion against the Judean dynasty
and gained control over most of
the Jewish nation. The split was so
intense that the seceding camp of
Yosef totally severed ties with its
brothers never to return to them.
Yechezkel prophesied that these
kingdoms will eventually reunite
and form one inseparable unit.
The unification will be so perfect
that it will leave no trace of any
previous dissension. The entire
nation's sense of kinship will be so
pronounced that it will be likened
to one solid piece of wood, void of
all factions and fragmentation.

It is quite clear that the success
of Am Yisareal is dependent upon
total Achdut- unity. But can this be

EARLY MINYAN MINCHA FRIDAY (TAANIS)

accomplished?

During Chanuka we expressed
our Hallel and Hodah- praise
and recognition to Hashem. We
need fo understand the difference
between those two concepts.
Hallel is the expression of “WOW”,
praise to Hashem on him being
awesome. It’s an uplifting expe-

gives a person a painful reality
check, but if they are strong they
can grow so much from it.

The two personalities meet in the
middle and become one; Yehuda
is lowered and Joseph is lifted.
May we all be granted a life filled
with Hallel and Hodah, Amen.

rience to experience a miracle or
when we see Hashem succeed our
ambitions that we know would not
have worked out on our own ef-
forts alone. Hodah is a humbling
experience when we feel indebted
to Hashem and understand that
we owe Him (big time!). Though
we put these two expressions
together, they are totally different
emotions and experiences.

Hallel comes from when you are
down and out and then become
removed from the depths of
negativity. Very much like the life
of Joseph who was sold and en-
slaved, then imprisoned and final-
ly rose to become second to king
or grand visor of Egypt. Hodah is
the name of Yehuda which begins
at a high point and then you are
lowered to a real perspective
just as Yehuda had said “Tzadka
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PARSHAS VAYIGASH AND TEVES

This entire week seems to be a
journey for us from deep darkness to
bright light, from spiritual and physi-
cal slavery to total redemption.

The timing this year of Asara Beteves
falling out on a Friday presents
unique questions in both Halacha and
philosophy.

I discussed the halachic rulings in my
daily videos and explained the special
changes one needs to be aware of for
this coming Friday. We began with
the basics of not saying Tachanun or
Avinu Malkeinu by Mincha. There
are opinions that hold that there is no
laining done either. This is important
for those who plan on davening a late
Mincha; they should skip laining rath-
er than run late into Shabbos. Is has
been brought down that if the tenth of
Teves fell on Shabbos, the fast would
push it off. This is found in Dirshu,
Siman 3pn in the name of Reb Chaim
based on the Avudraham and it pro-
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vides a fascinating explanation: the fast day is
like a bad dream which requires the dreamer
to immediately fast. Since each year there is,
so to speak, a new judgment in the heaven-

ly court as to whether there will be another
destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, we have no
choice but to fast. Nevertheless, since it falls
on Friday this year-- not Shabbos-- it would
be disrespectful to Shabbos for us to prolong
the fast even a few minutes. Moreover, there is
much room for sensitivity for other members
of the family that might be waiting to eat right
away. Therefore much care should be taken to
finish davening early enough so Kiddush can
be recited immediately at tzais which for a fast
day one can be lenient after 40 min or even
30. (See Nitai Gavriel on Chanuka. He has a
section there on Asara Beteves which is very
worthwhile to read through.)

As I pointed out above there are really three
days of blackness that began on Wednesday,
the day the Torah was translated into Greek
and which subsequently created an incredible
gloom whilst the Maccabbes fought the Greek
army. The Sfas Emes beautifully explains that

the word Teves means to prepare as we find

in the Menorah itself nman naovn --to clean,
prepare and beautify the candles. This can be
interpreted to mean that Hashem mixed the
holiday of Chanuka together with the month
of Teves so the powerful hidden light of

Chanuka would bring healing, comfort and a

source of light during the darkness of Teves.

The gth day of Teves is a strange and mys-
terious day. The Shulchan Aruch tell us we
must fast but we don’t know why. The Mishna
Berura explains that it is the day that Ezra
and Nechemia died. Other sources tell us that
it was the day that yoshke (yimach shmo)
was born or died which fell out on the 25th
of December (This takes us to a whole other
discussion about Nitel Nacht where there is a
custom to not learn Torah.)

How does this all relate to Shabbos and espe-
cially to Parshas Vayigash?

One thing is clear: the purpose of fasting
is not to wait or just suffer. It’s to wake us
up from a frightening dream and remind

RABBI COREN

us that we need to do Teshuva. If the world is
still in darkness-- and especially this week it
was filled with tragedies both global and local
with Hashem Yerachem murders and accidents
and now the new mutation of Covid-19-- that
puts the whole world in panic mode again.
The alarming and uncomfortable truth is what
Chazal tell us: All the current global darkness
is because of Israel. bxaw 5»awa 5on . What the
nation of Israel does affects the entire world
and the Jewish people are the ones who can
save humanity.

How? Parshas Vayigash begins with one of the
most dramatic meetings between Yehuda and
Yosef. Their confrontation is not just a battle
between two mighty people as the midrashim
describe. It represents 2 nations--Malchus
Yehuda and Ephraim who will remain split for
many years into the future. It represent a de-
tachment between brothers and their eventual
reconciliation, but not in perfect cooperation.
Rabeinu Bachye explains that Yosef didn’t fully
forgive his brothers and hence we had the 10
mabn =n. Chazal reveal that the separation
between the brothers-- 1-» »vaw — was a result of
baseless hatred and has remained throughout
the generations leading up to our present exile.

We must ask ourselves as we enter Shabbos a
question which the holy books mention and
which is further hinted at in the Zohar x»a>
Tna Tn mand as well as in other texts such as Spnn
men—which states that before Moshe taught
them ( Bnei Yisrael) the laws of Shabbos, he
insisted that they be united.

The question is: Have we fixed our estrange-
ment? Are we able more than before to appre-
ciate each other even if we don’t think alike
and have different perspectives? Do we see
ourselves as an --m510 oy united as one-- or
are we still divided from one another in our
hearts?

Let’s hope that we can reverse the bad dream
and unite strongly together like we never did

before so we can all experience the final Geu-
lah.

Good Shabbas
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A renowned rabbi, a brilliant philosopher, was
held in high regard by his driver, who listened
in awe at every speech while his boss would
easily answer questions about morality, ethics

RABBI YY JACOBSON

JACOB'S LAST LECTURE

and philosophy.

Then one day the driver approached the rabbi
and asked if he was willing to switch roles for
the evening's lecture. The rabbi agreed and, for
a while, the driver handled himself remarkably
well. When it came time for questions from the
guests, a man in the back asked, "Is the episte-
mological view of the universe still valid in an

existentialist world?"

"That is an extremely simple question," he
responded. "So simple, in fact, that even my
driver could answer that, which is exactly what

he will do."

c% @el‘d%d%

The teacher was always so involved in the text
he was teaching that he never looked up at his

students.

He would call on a student for translation and
explanation, and -- without realizing it -- he
often chose the same student day after day.

Out of respect, the students wouldn't point

this out to him.

After being called on four days in a row, a
student named Goldberg asked advice from

his friends.

The next day when the rabbi said "Goldberg,

translate and explain," Goldberg replied,
"Goldberg is absent today."

"All right," said the rabbi. "You translate and

explain."

e c%naﬁesson

There is an intriguing Midrashic tradition , that
Jacob's final lesson with his beloved son Jo-
seph just hours before he was kidnapped and
sold into slavery dealt with a law concerning an
unsolved murder case in this week’s portion,

Shoftim.

We are all familiar with the narrative. Joseph,
who was 17 years of old at the time, was asked
by his father to visit his brothers, who were
shepherding the family flock near the city of
Shechem. When the lad arrived in Shechem,
his brothers kidnapped him and cast him into a
pit; then they sold him into slavery to Egyptian

merchants.

Joseph ended up working for an Egyptian
dignitary, then spent 12 years in an Egyptian
dungeon and finally became viceroy of that

country .

Twenty-two years after Joseph was torn

away from his father, the Bible relates , Jacob
received word that he was alive, but he could

not believe it. The Midrash relates
that since Joseph suspected that
this might happen, he gave the
emissaries a sign to demonstrate
to his father the authenticity of
the message: "Tell my father,"
Joseph suggested, "that when

I left him 22 years ago we had
just completed studying the laws
of the calf that was brought as
an atonement for an unsolved
murder."

This, the the Midrash explains,
is the meaning in the biblical
verse that reads, "They told him
[Jacob], 'Joseph is still alive and
he is the ruler over all Egypt'; but
his heart rejected it, for he could
not believe them. However, when
they related to him [to Jacob]
all the words that Joseph had
spoken to them, and he saw the
wagons that Joseph had sent
to transport him [from Israel to
Egypt], then the spirit of Jacob
was revived ."

The Hebrew term used for
wagons ("agalos") can also be
translated as calves. "When Jacob
'saw' the calves that Joseph sent,"
i.e., when he realized that this
Egyptian leader knew the content
of the last Torah lesson that Jacob
taught Joseph, Jacob realized
that this man was indeed his lost
son Joseph.

TnUsresstied”
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What exactly is the nature of this
law that Jacob taught Joseph? It
is discussed in the book of Deu-
teronomy in this week’s portion
and it goes like this:

"When a corpse is found fallen
in the field in the land that G-d
gives you to possess," The Torah
instructs , "and it is not known
who the murderer is, your elders
and judges must go out and mea-
sure the distance to the closest
city," where we assume the victim
was last before his murder. The
Talmud explains that a delegation
of five members of the Jewish
Supreme Court in Jerusalem
(known as the Great Sanhedrin)
would come to the field where
the victim was discovered and
make the measurements to the
closest city .

Following this, the elders of that
city situated closest to the corpse,
were obliged to go out and bring
a heifer as an atonement for the
slain man's blood . The elders of
the city would then declare, "Our
hands have not spilled this blood
and our eyes have not witnessed
it."

Then the priests who accompa-
nied the elders in the ritual would
beseech G-d, saying, "Forgive
your people ... do not allow the
guilt for innocent blood to remain
with your people Israel ."

The Torah concludes by saying
that "The blood shall thus be
atoned for. You shall thus rid your-

self of the guilt of innocent blood
in your midst, since you will have
done that which is morally right in
G-d's eyes ."

Yet the interesting question is,
was it merely a coincidence that
the last piece of wisdom Joseph
received from his saintly father
prior to their 22-year separation
focused on the Jewish response
to an innocent man slain the
field? Or was there something
deeper about this final exchange
between father and son ?
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To answer this question, we
must examine the purpose of the
enigmatic ritual that followed the
discovery of a slain victim in the
field -- where members of the
Supreme Court, the most exalted
and distinguished body in the
Jewish state, were required to
come down and make measure-
ments; the elders of the city were
obligated to offer a calf as an
atonement and the priests need-
ed to pray for forgiveness.

Biblical commentators explain
that the ritual achieved a number
of major benefits :

1) The ritual served as a means
to publicize the event. The
publicity would increased the
chances of apprehending the

murderer and bring him to justice.

It also would send a warning to
all future potential murderers that
they would not get away with an
isolated murder of an innocent
man.

2) The Torah viewed each mem-
ber of the nearby city and even
each member of the entire nation
indirectly responsible for the
murder. As the priests proclaimed
during the ritual , "Forgive your
people; do not allow the guilt for
innocent blood to remain with
your people Israel."

"Would it occur to anybody that
the elders of the court are mur-
derers," asks the Talmud ?" What
they meant was that "perhaps we
did not notice him leaving and
we sent him off without food and
without escort." Clearly, if we
would have looked after this man,
he might not have been slain. If
he was given shelter, food and
company, he might have escaped
his horrible fate. What was he do-
ing out in no-man's land alone?
Why did nobody look after him?

For this the entire community of
Israel, beginning with the mem-
bers of the Supreme Court, need-
ed to ask of themselves tough
questions. They were required to
make resolutions for the future.
The ritual served as a tool for
repentance and atonement.
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Each Mitzvah and law in the
Torah contains, in addition to its
literal interpretation, a psycho-

logical and spiritual dimension
as well .

What is the meaning of "a
corpse fallen in the field" on a
psychological level?

The Torah describes the great
struggler Esau (Jacob's twin
brother) as "a man of the field
." In the teachings of Kabbalah
a field -- as opposed to a city --
often symbolizes an environment
that has no protective fence, a lo-
cation that is open and vulnerable
to destructive forces of immorali-
ty, abuse and addiction.

Every community produces a
certain number of what we like
to call "dropouts" who at some
point during their life, particularly
during adolescence, abandon the
shielded "city" and enter into the
unguarded "field" to experiment
with all that is available out there.
Many of them lose their souls in
the process and end up in the
abyss, emotionally slain in the
killing fields of addiction, despair
and moral indifference.

The Torah teaches us that each
of these souls who ended up in
the "field" and encountered a
form of emotional death -- death
of innocence, of hope, of dignity
and of meaning --

is the concern and responsibility
of each and every member of
the nation of Israel, including the
spiritual giants of the Supreme
Court in Jerusalem!

When a fellow human being
wanders out to the scary fields
of hopelessness, every individual
of the community, particularly its
spiritual teachers and leaders,
must shake the heavens. Each
of us must ask ourselves the
question, "Perhaps we did not
notice him leaving and we sent
him off without food and without
escort." Did this teenager need
somebody to talk to about his
frustrations and doubts but could
not find anybody? Was this young
boy or girl craving for some love,
encouragement, inspiration, to
no avail?

Each of us must ask ourselves
the question, "Are we not respon-
sible in some small way for this
youngster's mental and psycho-
logical deterioration?"

Principals, educators and com-
munity leaders often talk about
statistics. "Statistics show," they
inform us, "that a certain percent
of high school kids end up..."
When the future of a particular
child is put in question, we have
the ready answer: "What do you
expect? He or she is part of the
statistic."

| do not mean to be harsh, but
we must remember that it was
Joseph Stalin who said, "A single
death is a tragedy; a million
deaths is a statistic." When we
begin viewing people as statis-
tics, we know that our society is

4



eroding from within. Human lives are not means; they are
ends in-and-of themselves. The value and sanctity of an
individual destiny is infinite, absolute and eternal.

It is time for all of us, parents and leaders of all commu-
nities, to open our eyes to the struggles of so many of
our young, most precious souls, to be attentive to their
needs, rather than getting frustrated that they are not
living up to our delusional expectations of them. Do not
shut your eyes and heart to mental illness, to addiction,
to depression, to the results of molestation and abuse
of all sorts, to all types of agony these youngsters are
suffering from.

More than anything, do not make them feel like out-
casts, losers, disappointments. Believe in them, so that
they can believe in themselves. See them as fragments of
G-d, as particles of holiness, as rays of infinity. Make them
feel welcome, embraced, and loved.

c%%em%@%c%}a%

In "Judgment at Nuremberg," American judge Dan
Haywood sentences Ernst Janning, an important legal
figure in Germany even before the rise of Hitler, to life
in prison for condemning an innocent Jewish doctor to
death in 1935. Janing pleads to Haywood that he was
unaware of the magnitude of the Nazi horror and that he
would have never assisted Hitler had he known what the
monster was scheming.

"Those people, those millions of people," Janing
begged for his freedom, "I never knew it would come to
that. You must believe it."

To which Judge Haywood replied: "It came to that the
first time you sentenced a man to death you knew to be
innocent."

The moment a single life loses its absolute value, a
thousand lives, even a million lives, are ultimately not of
value; they are merely more chocking numbers.

This is the essential message behind the mitzvah of
turning the murder of a homeless man found in an
isolated field into a national event. The Torah is attempt-
ing to teach us that If hell does not break loose with the
undeserving death of a single individual, we are well on
our way downward to absolute moral decomposition; we
have successfully forfeited the most important staple of
humaneness -- viewing each and every life as a reflection
of G-d.

(7174 c%#er /

Above all, this loaded ritual around a human being
slain in the field provides a message for those children or
adults who find themselves out in the "field" of confusion
and depression.

The message is that from G-d's perspective, your indi-
vidual life and destiny contains endless value and signifi-
cance. If you "die," G-d expects everybody to experience
the pain, to take part in the path of introspection. Your
journey, your struggle, your future is of the greatest im-
portance to G-d, to the world, to history. Know that every
deed counts, that each word has infinite power. Fashion
each day of your life as if it were a piece of art.

Now we will understand why providence had Jacob
teach this lesson to Joseph hours before he was cast
into a new hellish reality. For this was the message that
rescued a vulnerable Joseph from falling into the abyss,
after being brutally torn from a sheltered and sacred
"city" and cast into the most depraved "field" on earth.
The last lesson that Joseph heard from his father imbued
within him the unshakable conviction that his life, each
moment of it, was eternally significant; that his choices
had divine significance.

Twenty-two years later, when Jacob heard that Jo-
seph did not forget that final lesson, a father's soul was
brought back to life. Jacob recognized that despite all
the pain and abuse that Joseph endured, his son did not
lose the inner spark that gives each of our lives endless
nobility and meaning

(This essay is based on an address by the Lubavitcher
Rebbe in August 1981

RABBI BENTZION SNEH

PARSHAS VAYIGASH

THE HEART IS THE WIN-
DOW TO OUR SOUL

My Rebbi, Rav Pam Ztz”| always
told us when you “klop al cheit” and
hit your chest on Yom Kippur re-
membering your sins - don’t hit too
hard. The real pain, he said, should
come from inside, it’s our hearts that
should be hurting from what was
done, not the striking we feel from
the outside.

The story in this weeks parsha argu-
ably, the most emotional recounting
in the entire Torah - paints itself on
the canvas of our lives through the
tears and passion of Yosef, Yaakov
and the brothers.

Even though we know full well how
things will turn out, we are fully
invested. Not merely passive observ-
ers - each year we are right there at
ringside, when Yehuda approaches
Yosef and demands Binyomins re-
lease.

But we have to ask ourselves.Why?

Why did Yosef put the shevatim
through so many tests? Did he want
them to suffer?

And why did he wait so long to tell
his grieving father?

The answer is in the dichotomy we
face each day of our lives....

When something happens to us that
is less than desirable, we can have
two reactions.

We can say - “everything comes
from Hashem and is all good.”

Or we can explore an even deeper
emotion.

We can take the path of introspec-
tion and try to figure out - was there
something we did, perhaps that
caused our current situation?

Of course the first reaction (it’s all
good) is a correct one.

Everything comes from Hashem and
we know is ultimately only good for
us.

But we would be foolish not to rec-
ognize that within each happening
is a message - a message for us to
change our ways.

When Yosef’s brothers ran into the
strange occurrences that seemed
to be a personal message for them
- they were quick to acknowledge
their responsibility. Their initial re-

action was asheimim anachnu- “We
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are to blame, for selling our broth-
er..”

Yosef, but he was not convinced.

Would they still pass the test of
teshuvah?

What if | were to take away a broth-
er.. Would they remain callous and
unmoved?

When Yehuda realized that the new
prisoner, Binyomin was not involved
in the selling of Yosef - he knew
something was amiss. This was no
longer heavenly retribution - it was
time for him to protest and delve
deeper into the mitzvah of teshuvah -
they were now playing for keeps.

So he approached Yosef with a new
conviction-

And Yosef felt their sincerity, they
had passed the test- they would no
longer abandon a brother....

Ani Yosef - | am Yosef, he said...the
secret was now out in the open.

The midrash compares Yosef to one
who harvests a field and Yehuda to
one who plows and prepares the field
for growth.

Yehuda the head of the brothers
needed to dig deeply into the field
and prepare it for a new seeding... a
new reality.

Things would change, the brothers
would acknowledge their wrongdoing
and reaffirm their commitment to the
truth.

Turning to Yosef, they pleaded - we
have done our part- now do yours...
and Yosef initiated the tearful re-
union of the lost tribes...

Our commentaries make the most
of this moment, calling it a harbinger
of the messianic era when our lost
tribes will come back.

But we on a personal level can also
bring moshiach by listening closely
to our hearts.

Each person knows what they need
to correct..what they need to change
in order to become a better husband,
wife, parent, child, sibling and friend
- a better Jew.

May the sweet song we hear in our
hearts give us the strength and con-
viction we need to make our world a
better place, day by day.

May | suggest the time is ripe to
choose one thing we can start chang-
ing today...

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
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KOVOD OF DAY
OR NIGHT

In Bereishis 43:16 Yosef told his ser-
RABEI BERACH vants to slaughter an animal and pre-
pare. The Medrash 92:4 says that the
word prepare is referring to Shabbos
as the Torah tells us to prepare for the
7th day. The Medrash in Naso 14:2 says that the story
with Yosef and his brothers took place on Friday. That
is why in 43:25 it says they prepared the gifts for Yosef,
and Rashi says they prepared it by putting the gifts into
nice kailim. This would be the source for the obligation
to prepare the Shabbos table with a nice white tablecloth
lichvod Shabbos as we see in Orach Chaim 262:1.

The above is based on the Gemara in Shabbos 117b that
tells us that Rav Chisda says a person should wake up
early on Friday morning to spend money for Shabbos as
quoted in Shulchan Aruch 250:1. This holds true even

if one has many servants, nevertheless, one should do
something him/herself lichvod Shabbos. Rav Chisda
would cut the vegetables and Rav Nachman would move
the furniture that was used a whole week out of the
house and bring in special furniture lichvod Shabbos.

The Gra in 529 says that the din of Oneg Shabbos is

on Shabbos itself, whereas the din of Kavod Shabbos

is from before Shabbos. Whatever a person does to
prepare for Shabbos is called Kavod Shabbos. Included
in this would be preparing the tablecloth, the chairs, and
making everything ready so when one comes home from
Shul on Friday night everything is ready to go.

Why is there only a din of hachana for the night meal
and not the day meal? We find that the Gemara in
Pesachim 105a says that the day meal takes precedence
over the night meal, yet we find that as far as prepara-
tion goes, it is only applicable to the night meal. When
it comes to the actual meal, we mentioned that the day
meal comes first in importance, for example, if someone
does not have enough food for both meals, it is preferred
that the food be used for the meal during the day. This
is seen in Shulchan Aruch 271:3. The Magen Avraham 4
brings down the Zohar that says you need to be mesader
the table at night to have bread and other foods ready.
Reb Yitzchok adds that one must do it for the daytime
meal too. The Machtzis Hashekel brings down that

the Magen Avraham says that the Zohar argues on the
Gemara and seems to say that the night meal is more
important than the day meal. It is just that the Halacha
is like our Gemara and not Kabala, because we pasken
according to the Gemara when the Gemara argues with
Kabala. We could say that really the Zohar does not
argue with our Gemara. Really, the day meal is more
important than the night meal. The Zohar is speaking
regarding preparing the meal, in case the night meal is
more important, so it’s essential to have it prepared. As
far as preparation goes, the night meal is more im-
portant, but of course the day meal would also have a
mitzvah of preparation. The ikkar mitzvah of hachana is
for the night meal.

This would really make a natka mina if a person has
only one tablecloth and won’t be able to use it for two
meals. He should rather use the nice tablecloth for the
night meal, whereas someone who does not have enough
food itself should save the food for the day meal. Oneg is
more important for the day meal whereas kavod is more
important for the night meal.

May we be zocheh to the Geulah Sheleima, to the Yom
Shekulo Tov!

SEEING THE POTENTIAL

RABBI DANIEL STAUM

In Parshas Vayigash, we read about one of the most climactic mo-
ments in the Torah. Yosef could no longer restrain himself from re-
vealing his true identity, prompting him to ask everyone in the room to
leave and allow him to remain with just his brothers alone. It is then
that he stands before them and states, “l am Yosef.” The brothers
were shocked, and became confused and unable to respond to Yosef.

The Midrash famously states in relation to this incident, “Woe to us
from the Day of Judgement; Woe to us from the Day of Rebuke.” When
we leave this world and stand before the Celestial Court, how will we
be able to withstand the judgment and rebuke awaiting us? The broth-
ers could not stand before the admission of Yosef; what will we say
before Hashem when all the truth is laid out before us?

The Sfas Emes explains that the brothers were in such a state of
confusion and disarray in response to Yosef’s’ statement for a very
simple reason. They could not believe that Yosef had attained such
greatness, and that they had missed seeing such potential years be-
fore. They were in disbelief that they had not recognized Yosef’s in-
credible inner greatness and passed judgment on him.

In light of this, comments the Midrash, what will be for us on the final
Day of Judgment. We are often inclined to make quick judgments of
people and form conclusions about who we believe they are. Yet con-
comitant to creating these impressions and judgments in our minds,
we miss out on who the true person is and what potential greatness
they can achieve. We often years later tell ourselves, “That used to be
my classmate and look who he became! | don’t believe it! Look what
he made of his life!” The brothers were in dismay that they had missed
seeing Yosef for who he truly could become.

We tend to look at the world with our physical eyes and see what ex-
ternally appears to us. Yet we must always remember to look deeper
and further. As parents and teachers, we can never forget to recognize
the potential awaiting each child and student. What we see at first
in friends, neighbors, children and spouses must always be looked at
again and again. Because ultimately, deep down within each and every
human being, there is beauty and greatness waiting to shine.

Hey it’s almost Purim,
Me’sheh’nich’nas Adar Marbim
Be’SIMCHA =

“Be’” =2 =we increase the
idea of making sure the next
person is also happy !!!!

Spread this message

Enjoy & share Shabbos , Avi

On a personal note I’'m
happy that it says the word
AVI two times in this weeks
PARSHA before SHAINEE !!

After all said & done , being
happy & sharing it , is the

name of the game of life itself
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The names of the children and grandchildren of Yakov
are listed as they enter Egypt.1 One of these is Serach, the
daughter2 of Asher. In the Midrash, Serach is described in
considerable detail as a powerful, wise woman, whom the
great sages of Israel would ask for advice.

The best known story about Serach is probably this one:

For many years, Yakov mourned for his beloved son
Yoseph, who he was convinced had been killed by wild an-
imals. Many years after Yoseph was last seen by his family,
his brothers encountered him in Egypt, where he had risen
in power to become second to the king. Yoseph asked his
brothers to hurry home and bring their elderly father back
to Egypt, sending wagons with them to make it easier to
transport their father and their families.

The brothers were afraid. Would the shock of the an-
nouncement that Yoseph was still alive be too much for Ya-
kov? They tried to think of a way to break it to him gently,
and decided to ask Yakov’s granddaughter Serach to tell
him in a way that would not be shocking.

Midrash ha-Gadol says that Serach waited until Yakov
began to pray. Then she stood in front of him and asked
him questions: “Is Yoseph in Egypt? Did he have two sons,
Manasseh and Ephraim?” Yakov heard her questions, and
when he saw the wagons that Yoseph had sent, he under-
stood that Yoseph was alive.

Yonatan ben Uziel, in his translation of the Torah, says,
“Because Serach told Yakov that Yoseph was alive, she
entered Gan Eden (Paradise) without having to die first.”

Sefer ha-Yasharé tells this story more vividly. It writes that
Serach played a harp (or some other stringed instrument)
and sang, “Yoseph is still alive, and he’s a king in Egypt.”
Because of her gentle way of breaking the news, Yakov
gave Serach a blessing to live forever.

The story of Serach bat Asher - whom Il Samuel refers
to as “a wise woman"” - is one in which limited violence
becomes the legitimate consequence of wisdom. With her
own city under siege, Serach bat Asher negotiates a price
of one man's death in exchange for the safety of an entire
population. While her success is admirable, the ability to
facilitate someone’s beheading is not necessarily some-
thing with which we identify. More inspiring perhaps is
Serach bat Asher’s ability to use Torah as a basis for clarity
and control in a life or death situation. This ability ultimate-
ly saves Jewish lives.

Serach bat Asher lives at a time when David is king of the
Jewish nation.

Il Samuel (20:1) relates that a man by the name of Sheva
ben Bichri rebels against David's kingship:

“There happened to be a certain base man by the name
of Sheva ben Bichri, a Benjamite; he sounded the shofar
and said, ‘We have no part in David and we have no heri-
tage in the son of Jesse!" "

Sheva ben Bichri and his followers seek refuge in the
city of Avel and convince its inhabitants to support their
rebellion. David and his general, Joab, surround the city in
order to capture Sheva ben Bichri, however, they do not
yet know that the population has become loyal to him.

At this point in the narrative, Il Samuel (20:
16-19) introduces Serach bat Asher, a "wise
woman" who calls to Joab from within the city
ramparts:

"“Are you Joab?...Hear the words of your
maidservant...[Your men] should have spoken
at the start, saying, ‘Let them inquire in Abel
[about surrender], for they would have made
peace. | [represent] the loyal, faithful people of
Israel. You are seeking to annihilate a city and
a metropolis in Israel! Why will you swallow up
the heritage of Hashem?”

Commentators tell us that the wise woman
confronts Joab with the fact that, in besieging
Avel, he has not given the city a chance to sur-
render peacefully - and that in so doing he has
transgressed Torah law. She challenges Joab's
very credibility as a man of Torah by asking
him, “Are you Joab?” Rashi on this verse states
that the wise woman is suggesting, “Are you
the great Joab, of whom it is said, 'He sits in the
assembly, a man of [Torah] wisdom?’ If so, you
should have followed the procedure outlined in
the Torah for besieging a city!”

Joab explains to Serach bat Asher that the city
will be spared if it turns over Sheba ben Bichri.
She responds with, “Behold, his head will be
thrown to you over the wall!” The Torah tells us
that Serach bat Asher returns to the people of
Avel and, “in her wisdom” convinces them to
behead Sheba. This is a particularly daunting
task, given that he is a kinsman of Avel, having
originally come from the territory of Benjamin,
in which Avel is located.

With what words of wisdom, then, does Ser-
ach bat Asher persuade Avel to betray Sheba
ben Bichri, their kinsman, and what do her
words teach us? Commentators offer various
explanations, but they all agree that Serach
bat Asher argues in favor of David'’s kingship,
on the basis of his appointment by God - and
against Sheba ben Bichri as a rebel against
both earthly and heavenly thrones. Rashi (para-
phrasing an opinion in the Tosefta, a compan-
ion to the Mishnah) states that Serach bat Asher
confronts Avel with the fact that in protecting a
traitor they become his accomplices, and may
thus be killed along with him. As such, they are
permitted to hand him over in order to save
their own lives. Another opinion in Tosefta
explains that Serach bat Asher simply informs
her townspeople that, according to Torah,
Sheba deserves the death penalty for rebelling
against the kingship of David.

A third opinion, based on the Midrash (Mahari
Kara) suggests that the wise woman employs a
more indirect means of achieving her goal. She
tells Avel that Joab has demanded execution of

one hundred citizens, in exchange for the safety
of the rest. When Avel refuses, Serach bat Asher
pretends to have “bargained down” Joab to

a point where he will accept the death of only
Sheba. This approach gains Avel's consent.

Having summarized the story of Serach bat
Asher, we now return to the question of how
one may relate to and learn from an event that
seems so far from our own realm of experi-
ence...

We live in a world of seemingly parallel reali-
ties where, in any given situation, people have
their own interpretation of what is really going
on. This can be disorienting, because it erodes
our ability to bring together a clear understand-
ing of an event with a sense of when and how
to effectively respond to that event.

The story of Serach bat Asher - while it does
not take place in our day - is a case in point.

An entire population becomes loyal to a traitor
and they risk their own lives for the sake of
protecting him. The people of Avel - all of them
allied to Torah - believe they are doing the right
thing, based on a law that compels a group of
Jews to protect another Jew. They overlook,
however, the fact that in this case the Torah
obligates them to turn over Sheba ben Bichri.
This is because the opposing side has asked for
him by name, is willing to spare the rest of the
group in return for this specific individual and
as a rebel to the kingship of David, Sheba is
liable to the death according to Torah law.

In the midst of a difficult situation and under
the pressure of siege, Serach bat Asher, alone,
is able to grasp what the Torah wants of her
and her fellow townspeople. What's more, she
has the courage to confront and convince the
group about what the Torah expects them to do
with Sheba ben Bichri’s life - and their own.

By using her knowledge of Torah, and timing
her dispensation of that knowledge, Serach
bat Asher successfully navigates and ultimately
resolves the delicate issues behind the standoff
between Joab and Avel. On the one hand she
explains to Joab that, although he is right to
consider Avel’s citizens as traitors because they
support Sheba ben Bichri, he has not fulfilled
his obligation to exhaust all possible peaceful
solutions, before laying siege to the city. This
argument prompts Joab to clarify his intentions
and to request only Sheba ben Bichri. Having
secured Joab's request, Serach bat Asher then
turns to Avel and helps them to understand
why they should turn in Sheba - and why this
decision is right according to Torah.

Women in Judaism, Copyright (c) 2002 by Mrs. Leah
Kohn and Project Genesis, Inc.
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RABBI REISMAN

PARSONAGE §
TAX EXEMPTIONS

At the end of the Parsha there is a Vort
from Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky in his Sefer
on Chumash Emes L'Yaakov page # 225
on the Posuk 47:4. The end of the Parsha
is a bit confusing. We have the story of
course of Yaakov and the Shevatim, the
70 Nefashos coming down to Mitzrayim.
In the very last section of the Parsha we
have the discussion that is found in 47:1
(D281 1Y 23K TN Y785 TN ,NDP KA
o1731). A discussion of the arrival of Yaa-
kov and his family and their coming in
front of Pharoh and being sent to the land
of Goshen. All that is fine. After Shvii we
read in 47:11 (PN-nX1 PAR-NN 90T 2PN
orym pIxa mnx o7s 7). He settles them
down in the land of Mitzrayim. Suddenly,
the Posuk switches focus. It goes to Yosef's
discussion with the Egyptian, how he sold
them food in Mitzrayim. As Rashi says
on Posuk 47:13 (nn :yaxi 552 px on5
Ay ww nbnnb pwsan apb) that this is out
of order because when Yaakov came the
years of hunger ended. Rashi says that it
goes back in time which is totally out of
place. After the brothers come we learn
about Yosef dealing with the Egyptians in
selling them the food. Totally out of place.
What is it doing here?

Answers Rav Yaakov, Yosef in all of
his work and all of his preparation was
really preparing the land of Egypt for the
arrival of Klal Yisrael. That it should be
as best as it could be. For example, we
found earlier that Yosef did population
transfers. He made people move as it says
in 47:21 (17app--ova-nxy). He made the
people move from one place to another.
We find that here in the last part of the
Parsha. Why did he do that? Rashi says
(PR o5 wb wm o Ay opn NN
.1n7ana 1 Y b enm ,paRa pbn iy o
11w Y715 ROK ,ANRT 20055 20057 7131 KD
11y XOw 1N Sym Apan onb monaw qor bw

0’51 omx 1) it was in preparation for
when the Yidden come. It shouldn't be
unusual that people should be out of their
normal place. We learn here in 47:22 that
(map X5 ,0m050 n1x 27). Yosef made an
exception for clergy. Clergy were exempt
from the taxes. Clergy were exempt of the
rules of paying for the food. Why did he
do this? Says Rav Yaakov, Yosef wanted
to do something that would be in prepa-
ration for Klal Yisrael coming. When
Sheivet Levi came, they fell under this
law. This law which allowed those who
are clergy, those who are totally devot-

ed to learning to be exempt from taxes.
This was Yosef's effort. It belongs here. It
belongs when Klal Yisrael comes down.
The story of what Yosef did to prepare for
their coming. To prepare for their coming
(7apn--ov-nx) and also (,0°757 NN 77
M7 X5) he made an exception for clergy.

I would add to this that it is probably
and undoubtedly the longest surviving
recorded law. Today in the United States
there are parsonage rules for clergymen.
It is not natural that such a law should
exist in this country. It is not natural that
such a law should be unchallenged on a
basis of separation of church and state.

It is only with the Siyata Dish'maya that
came with the Hishtadlus of Yosef which
remains to this day an exemption. Rab-
beim in Yeshivas today are paid wages
which is a crime. It is a crime. L'asid
Lavo we will look back and ask how did
we allow Rabbeim to be paid wages which
in some families are below the poverty
level. The Rabbeim are very devoted.
Yosef prepared. He set up a parsonage
rule, an idea which lasts to a great degree
to this day. Clergymen are not totally
exempt but have exemptions. This was

in the year 2238, Yosef was 3500 years
ago. He was preparing Klal Yisrael for
living in Galus. So here in the end of the
Parsha we have an insight why the story
is brought after Yaakov appears. Other-
wise it is not important. What Yosef did
business wise is not important or relevant
to us. But to the degree that it was meant
to be a preparation, it is very Geshmak,
then it belongs.

These shiurim have been transcribed
from an actual drasha.

As speed is of the essence, spelling
and grammar may be compromised

TENTH OF
TEVES ON EREV
SHABBOS

The Bais Yosef in Siman 550 brings
STEINFELD in the name of the Avudraham that

Asarah B’teves is different than all

other fast days since if it would have
fallen out on Shabbos it would not be pushed off to a
different day. The posuk in Yechezkel 24:2 uses the ter-
minology “Beetzem ... Hayom Hazeh?” The Torah uses
this terminology regarding Yom Kippur. The Avudra-
ham adds that Asarah B’Teves can fall out on Friday and
we do fast then, unlike the other fast days which don’t
fall out on a Friday.

The Rishonim argue with the above premise. Rashi in
Megillah s5a says regarding the fact that if Tisha Be'Av
falls out on Shabbos we push it off to Sunday, the same
rule applies to Shiva Asar Be€ Tamuz and Asara Be’Teves
that fall out on Shabbos and we push it off until Sun-
day. There are many Rishonim that agree with Rashi,
including the Meiri, the Rambam and the Kol Bo. They
all say that if Asara B’Teves comes out on Shabbos we
do not fast on Shabbos, unlike the above mentioned
Avudraham.

We can explain this machlokes based on the Minchas
Chinuch, mitzvah 301 that says the four Rabbinical fasts
were not appointed to a particular day of the month,
but rather one day of the designated month needs to

be a fast day. The months we need to fast in are Teves,
Tamuz, Av and Tishrei, but not on a particular day of
the month. That is why the posuk in Zechariah 8:19
just calls them Tzom Horevii, Tzom Hachamishi, Tzom
Hashvii and Tzom Hoasiri. Reb Chaim Brisker, in his
stencils, asks based on the Avudraham why is Asara
B’teves different than all other fast days? He answers
that all other fasts are identified by the month and don’t
have to be on a particular day, but Asara B’teves, where
the posuk in Yechezkel says beetzem Hayom ... shows
us that the day of the month is also part of the identi-
fication of the taanis. This would be similar to a taanis
chalom which one cannot push off!

The question is, why does the posuk call it Tzom
Ho’asiri? The Dikdukei Sofim don’t have the girsa in
the Gemara mai asiri asiri lechodoshim. The machlokes
would be based upon whether or not we have the girsa
in the Gemara of Asiri Lechodoshim, then it would be
like Rashi and all other Rishonim that say that it is not
docheh Shabbos. On the other hand, the Avudraham
would not have that girsa, hence he held that Asara
BeTeves was davka on Yud Teves and it would be docheh
Shabbos. This could be the reason that when it does
come out on Friday we fast into Shabbos and we don’t
break the fast before Shabbos.

The Sefer Bais Moed drush 15 says that just like the be-
ginning of all punishment began on Asara B’ Teves and
thereafter all the other fasts came about, so too, when
we will have hatzlacha and have the Bais Hamikdosh
rebuilt etc. it will begin on Asara BeTeves. That is why
the posuk, when it enumerates the fast days beginning
with Asara BTeves and ending with Tzom Gedalia, says
that it will turn over into days of Sasson and Simcha.
The posuk uses the terminology of yiheyeh and yihyu; it
will begin with the first one mentioned and turn into a
zeman of Simcha.

May we be zocheh to the Geulah Sheleima and have the
Simcha of Asara BeTeves!




THE DEVOTED NAzZI WITH
THREE JEWISH GRANDSONS

One Shabbat, there was a man who came to the synagogue of Rabbi
Berel Wein, in the Rechavia section of Jerusalem, accompanied by his
three young sons, whom it turned out were of the ages 9, 7 and 5. Even
with their long peiyot, they didn’t look Jewish with their stunning blond
Aryan hair and shining blue eyes. Additionally, the boys were unusually
well behaved, not running out of their seats and around the shul like
many little children do.

After prayers, Rabbi Wein, a famous Jewish historian and educator,
greeted the father and asked him where he was from. The guest said he
was from Rechovot [a city near Tel Aviv]. When Rabbi Wein next asked
where his family originally came from, the man became uncomfortable.
Rabbi Wein apologized, and asked if he was perhaps a baal teshuva, a
returnee to Torah-observant Judaism.

The man explained that he was really a Gior, a convert to Judaism, and
that he had been born in Germany. With that off his chest, he contin-
ued to tell of how he embarked on his unusual and fascinating spiritual
journey to Yiddishkeit. Not only was he a German, but his father was a
dedicated Nazi and war criminal who had spent 10 years in prison after
the Second World War.

The son went to study microbiology in a college in the United States and
there he for the first time met and became friendly with many Jews. In
Germany he had learned about that sordid chapter of his nation’s history
in which his people brutally mistreated the Jews, and he could never un-
derstand why people like his father could so hate the Jews who in his eyes
were such nice good people.

After graduating from college in America, he enrolled in Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, seeking post-graduate degrees and to pursue his
interest in Judaism. He earned a doctorate degree in microbiology, and
subsequently became involved in researching many life-saving cures. At
the same time he studied with some rabbis and converted to Judaism,
breaking all contact with his father who as an officer of an SS Storm
Troopers brigade had been responsible for the murder of many thou-
sands of Jews.

Shortly before he met Rabbi Wein, the man had received a phone call
from his mother informing him that his father was dying and that he
should come and see him one last time. The convert spoke to his rabbis
and they told him that one had to have a sense of gratitude to his biolog-
ical father, even if he was a despicable Nazi war criminal.

So he boarded a plane with his three young sons and landed in Ger-
many. He went to the hospital where his father was being treated. His
father could barely look at his beautiful offspring because they all looked
so Jewish and religious. After exchanging greetings and some small talk,
the son, unable to control himself, declared firmly: "Clearly you must

have done some good deed that you merited three such wonderful
grandchildren. What is it that you did?" he asked his father.

The grandfather at first was unable to think of any good action
of his that might have resulted in what happened. Finally he
recalled that once he led a group of murderous SS troops into a
Catholic orphanage in Warsaw Poland in 1942. They were looking
for Jewish children hiding as Catholics.

At first the grandfather was unable to detect any such children.
But then towards the end of inspection he noticed three boys
whom he was positive were Jewish. And for some strange reason
which he himself to the end of his life could not understand, he
felt a sense of pity for them and turned his eyes as they quickly
escaped from the danger he represented.

The son shouted, "Father, why couldn’t you have found a fourth
or fifth child to save? Neither my wife nor I have infertility prob-
lems, yet since the birth of our youngest child five years ago we
haven’t been able to conceive and bear any more children. I now
realize that the three sons we are blessed with are due to that one
sole good deed you did!"

PR R

When Rabbi Lazar Brody, the renowned Torah orator and
translator of "Garden of Emunah,” told this story in the Flat-
bush shul of the Sephardic Lebanese Congregation, he drew the
following lesson: G-d has gratitude and doesn’t deny the reward
owed to a person, even if that individual is a despicable Nazi war
criminal! So if a Nazi can get such a reward as having three righ-
teous grandsons, can we even imagine just what He will give as a
reward to those of us who have served Him all of our lives with all
of our strength?
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PROFESSIONAL
WORRIER

David had been extremely
anxious for years. It got to
the point where his compul-
sive worrying was ruining
his life, so he went to a psy-
chiatrift, who recommended
that David hire a professional
worrier.

After he'd been working
with the specialift for a few
months, David's friend Beryl
noticed a change. ""What hap-
pened?" Beryl asked. "You
don't worry about anything
anymore."

"I hired a professional wor-
rier!" David answered.

"That muft coft a fortune,"
Beryl said.

"Yes, he charges $3,000 a
month," David said sheep-
ishly.

"Three thousand dollars!
How can you ever afford to
pay him?" Beryl exclaimed.

"I don't know," David said.
"That's his problem."

USE THESE WORDS IN
A SENTENCE....

Children were called upon a
classroom to make sentenc-
es with words chosen by the
teacher. The teacher smiled
when Jack, a lazy learner,
raised his hand to partici-
pate during the challenge of
making a sentence with the
words ""Defeat," "Defense,"
"Deduct," and "Detail."

Jack §tood thinking for a
while, all eyes focused on him
while his classmates awaited
his reply. Smiling, he then
proudly shouted out, "Defeat
of deduct went over defense
before detail."

NEVER BEEN MARRIED

I've never been married...
but I've had a few near
Mrs. !

RECORD KEEPING

A lumberjack once told me
he's cut down 27,653 trees.

“How do you know exactly
how many?” I inquired.

“Easy. I keep a log.”
SHIDDUCH

How was your date?" the
Shaddchan .asked the girl

"Terrible!" she answered.
"He showed up in his 1952
Rolls Royce."

"Wow! That's a very expen-
sive car. What's so bad about
that?"

""He was the original own-
"
er.

PROCRASTINATION

My mother said, '""You won't
amount to anything because
you procraftinate." I said,

"Ju$t wait."

CASHIER

I had the rude§t, slowe&, and
naftieft cashier today...

That’s the 1a&t time I use the
self checkout lane!

MANIAC

I mashed together chick
peas and apples and the
resulting gooey mixture was
poisonous. I guess I'm a hum-
mus cider maniac.

Once I had multiple person-
alities, but now we are feeling
well.

The beft thing about being
schizophrenic is that I'm nev-
er alone.

Ju$t because you are par-
anoid doesn't mean people
aren't out to get you!

Hypochondria is the only
illness that I don't have.

Psychiatrift to his nurse:
"Jué say we're very busy.
Don't keep saying 'It's a mad-
house."'"

Garg
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BY RABBI
EFREM GOLDBERG

IS ZooM A WINDOW OR A MIRROR?

Recently, plastic surgeons are reporting an
unprecedented number of requests for proce-
dures. Though the actual data won't be avail-
able until spring 2021, assuming the anecdot-
al reporting is accurate, it could be the result
of several factors. Perhaps it is simply pent-up
demand after months of shutdown. It could be
the lack of social events and gatherings, com-
bined with wearing masks in public, making
now the perfect time to get a procedure.

Or maybe it's something else. One cosmetic
surgeon, Dr. Jon Mendelsohn, reports that in
his office, injectable procedures such as Botox
and fillers were up 90 percent compared with
the same period last year. When asked why
he thought that is, he said, “During the virtual
consultations, 9 out of 10 people commented
about noticing these things over Zoom."”

Whether you are giving the class or listen-
ing to it, leading the meeting or attending it,
over the last nine months almost all of us have
spent a lot of time on Zoom, often essentially
looking in the mirror. As opposed to typical,
face-to-face interactions, on Zoom you end
up seeing more of yourself than you are used
to. Apparently, many don’t like what they see
(and now realize others see) and are choosing
to change it with a procedure or injection.

Those living with others are spending more
time with them, and are more on top of each
other, than ever. For many, coronavirus has
been a pressure cooker, tense and intense,
anxious and overwhelming. Many have discov-
ered strength, faith and resilience they never
knew they had. Others have found patience,
calm, and the ability to see the blessings. But
others, and in some way, probably all of us,
have also discovered flaws we need to work
on, or have seen character traits and qualities
exposed that could use some work.

This pandemic can be either a window or a
mirror. It can serve to only reveal to others
who we truly are, a glimpse for the outside
world to look in. Or, we can look in the mirror
to learn more about ourselves, even if it means
seeing blemishes and faults.

With a credit card or cash, a plastic surgeon
can change what we see on Zoom that we
don't like. But changing what we see when we
truly look inside ourselves, and listen to others
describe what they see, takes a lot more effort
and work.

Rav Yitzchak Hutner writes (Pachad Yitzchak,
Yom Kippur 1:8), “The truth of the matter
is that the power of change is the greatest
innovation, after the wonder of the creation
of Heaven and Earth.” The Vilna Gaon writes
(Mishlei 4:13), “A person lives in order to
break the middah, the attribute, which he

hasn’t broken yet until now. Thus, a person must always strengthen himself to work
on this, because if he doesn’t, what is the point of living?”

Don’t push the virtual mirror away because you are afraid of what you will see.
Embrace it, lean into it, be proud of the beauty you behold and be bold enough
to confront the blemishes you inevitably see. We live not to be in denial of what
we need to work on but to discover it, and strengthen ourselves to work on it. We
become partners with God in creation when we reinvent and re-create ourselves as
necessary.

In the early 1970s, Maryland was one of the first states that came out with vanity
license plates. You could choose up to 6 letters and personalize your license plate. My
friend's father had a great idea. He was working as a director for NCSY at the time so
he got a license plate with the word, “Torah.” It was a first-issue (not “Torah1” or the
like). He was so proud of that license plate. Driving around, every so often someone
Jewish would pull up beside him and honk and wave to show or take pride in their
Jewish identity. And of course, sometimes others would honk and give a different
gesture to demonstrate their lack of support for Torah or Jews.

One hectic erev Shabbos the man had an order waiting for him at a restaurant. The
hour was late, and there was no place to park. He circled around the block once and
finally he double-parked, turned on his hazard lights and ran in to pick up his orders,
which were not completely ready. A few moments later he returned to his car to find
not one, but two notes on the windshield which essentially said the same thing: For
a Torah Jew, illegally double-parking and blocking traffic is not a Mitzvah. Message
received.

Just one week later, my friend's father was driving and found himself stuck behind a
driver who seemed to be moving in slow motion. He sped up to pass him and stared
down the slow driver as he did. Sure enough, half a mile later, he stopped at a traffic
light and the other driver pulled up next to him, rolled down his window, and said,
“You know, a person representing Torah should have a little more patience.”

That night my friend’s mother saw her husband removing the license plates from his
car and asked him what he’s doing. “I’'m going back to number plates.” “But why?
You love these plates!” his wife said.

He related the recent events to his wife and shared his frustration but instead of
offering comfort or support, she challenged him: “So what you're saying is you would
rather change your license plate than change your behavior?”

To his credit, he knew that his wife was right. He kept the license plates and he
worked on changing himself. Psychologists point out that one of the greatest ob-
stacles to functioning relationships in our family, at work, and with friends, are the
blind spots we live with. We think we see ourselves and appreciate how the way we
behave impacts those around us. We blame those around us instead of looking in the
mirror and confronting that which we need to change, and it isn't our license plates
or our wrinkles.

If we use this intense, challenging time to learn about ourselves and work to im-
prove, when it finally ends we can emerge more beautiful inside and out.

BETACHON: SOLVE A CHALLENGE WITHOUT UFARATITAH

THE NEGATIVE STRESS

If Someone puts his trust in Hashem in a challenging situation, yet his spirit is
bitter, worries and sighs, this is not the complete trust-in-Hashem according to the
Baal-Shem-Tov.

For the person with complete trust-in-Hashem, the challenge at hand does not pain or even stress
him. Rather, he does whatever he can* according to the Torah and common sense, trusts Hashem
and not even allow himself to have a shadow of a doubt that Hashem who is keeping him personally
alive at this very moment, will surely help him out of the challenge at hand.

====Shaarei Emunah P131.
*Not to confuse Betachon with laziness.

Comment: Although we don’t seek it, many of us get the opportunity to get better and better at the
Midah of Betachon, if we only size the moment.
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In A Heartbeat

Rabbi Yoel Gold

life,” the Hatzolah

It was 3:30 a.m. and Rabbi Mordechai Solten WE ARE LOOKING TO RENT members said.

awoke with chest pains. He wasn’t sure if he
was experiencing some indigestion problems

Within thirty sec-

3-4 bedroom apartment or small house
onds, he was

or something more serious. Just to be on the Preferably in the Forshay area or nearby. [ speaking with us
safe side, though, he woke up his wife who Please reach out to Yossi via WhatsApp @ [ 2gain, knew where
called Hatzolah. Within seconds, the Hatzolah 845-642-8392 he was, knew his

volunteers were at the door.

name and wanted

“We pulled up to the house within thirty sec- or Yossisherr@gmail.com to know what had

onds of being called,” the Hatzolah members
reported, “and met the gentlemen at the front

happened. “I feel
tremendous grati-

door. We could see that he was in distress and tude to Hatzolah,”
uncomfortable.” Hatzolah had brought along  Rabbi Solten said. “My wife’s gratitude, my children’s gratitude and my entire
with them a special high-tech machine called a family’s gratitude doesn’t end.”

Lifepak 12, a defibrillator, pacing device Hatzolah vehicles are generally equipped with defibrillators, but never with a

Lifepak 12. Why then did the Hatzolah volunteers have this machine? And why
were there paramedics there? Moreover, why was Hatzolah seconds away from
the house at 3:30 in the morning?

Here is the amazing story.

“I received a phone call on Tisha B’av from a relative of mine up in the Catskills
mountains,” one Hatzolah member said, “and they told me that their son hadn’t
been feeling well for a few days. They called Hatzolah, as the boy felt very weak.
As was discovered, his heart rate was very slow and the Hatzolah team felt that it
would be best to bring him to the local hospital. His parents were insistent on
calling their son’s pediatrician, who felt that it would be best if the boy were
brought to the children’s hospital in Philadelphia. We gathered a Lakewood Hat-
zolah crew together and began heading out to Philadelphia. Due to the nature of
the boy’s symptoms, we decided to bring along some advanced life support
equipment including a Lifepak 12. We met up with paramedics on our way and
continued on to Philadelphia.”

By the time we reached Philadelphia and were done with the entire trip, it was
four hours later during the wee hours of the morning. The crewmember who was
driving was extremely exhausted and missed the first exit. The driver also missed
the second exit, which would have gotten us to Lakewood a few minutes later,
except that it was also missed. We ended up taking the next exit, in Freehold,
New Jersey, which put us an extra fifteen minutes out of the way.

“As we pulled into Lakewood,
we all looked at each other and

which runs tests on the heart. The Hatzolah noticed how we could barely
members figured that they would hook him keep our eyes open. It was
up to the cardiac monitor as they were right then, as we drove down Coun-
there and it wouldn’t hurt to double check if tyline Road, that we received
anything was going on. the call. It was a wife calling
Rabbi Solten immediately said that he was not regarding her husband who
feeling well. Within seconds, his eyes rolled was complaining about chest
back and he began to have a seizure. pains and was very nervous.
The Hat- We figured that instead of hav-
zolah mem- ing other Hatzolah members
bers looked get out of bed, we were just a
at the car- couple of blocks away, and we
diac moni- might as well head over there
tor and no- and see what is going on.”
ticed that he And so, as it turned out, a
was in car- Lakewood Hatzolah vehicle and a team of paramedics with the exact equipment

diac arrest.  needed were on their way to Rabbi Solten’s doorstep at 3:30 in the morning even
He had just before he woke up. Every second counted to get them exactly where they needed
died in front to be at the right second. “The world stopped for me,” Rabbi Solten later re-

of them. counted. “Everybody was there for me when I needed them to be.”

“We Many times in life we feel as if we are up against a brick wall. Whether it be diffi-
shocked him culties finding a job or a shidduch, or the struggle of raising children, we must

to jumpstart remind ourselves that long before we even know there is a problem, Hashem has
his heart already prepared the solution. All that Hashem wishes is for us to turn to Him,
and bring trust in Him and ultimately come closer to Him. Every day is another gift and
him back to  every day is another reason to say thank you.
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EIRUVEI CHATZEIROS - A MITZVAH

EIRUVYEI CHATZEIROS

Even if an area is surrounded by a wall
or a tzuras hapesech, and is halachically
considered a reshus hayachid, the cha-
chamim decreed that one still needs to
make an eiruvei chatzeiros, made with
bread communally owned. This makes
everyone into one big family, and it is
considered as if they all live in one home.

An eiruvei chatzeiros is not just a way
to allow carrying but, as the Shulchan
Aruch writes, it is actually a mitzvah
to make an eiruvei chatzeiros, and we
recite a brocha when making an eiruv. In
fact, it is a requirement on every resi-
dent to contribute, and the Shulchan
Aruch writes that the residents can force
each other to give to the eiruv fund.

We also see the concept of eiruvei
chatzeiros being a mitzvah from the fact
that one can make an eiruvei chatzeiros
during bein hashmashos because it is a
mitzvah, whereas an eiruv techumin (an
eiruv to extend how far one can walk on
Shabbos) is not allowed. Why is eiruvei
chatzeiros a mitzvah that is allowed but
not eiruv techumin?

The answer is that an eiruvei chat-
zeiros is clearly saving people from an
issur of carrying. If a person can carry
all around the area of the eiruv, he will
not carry further than that, and will be
saved from the issur of carrying. Eiruvei
techumin, on the other hand, is just a
way to extend the extent one is allowed
to walk - from 2,000 amos to 4,000 amos

- but it will not stop a person from going
further than that.

Based on this idea, the Chasam Sofer
explains the Gemara which tells us that
when Shlomo Hamelech instituted eiru-
vei chatzeiros, a Heavenly voice declared
that Hashem was very happy with his
decree. Since Shlomo Hamelech made
many decrees - such as adding on more
forbidden relations, called shniyos, to
prevent someone from coming to marry
someone who is forbidden - Tosfos won-
ders what was so special about this spe-
cific decree that he made. The Chasam
Sofer explains that an eiruv chatzeiros
solves the problem entirely. Once a
person can carry all around the area of
the eiruv, he will not carry further than
that, and will be saved from the issur of
carrying.

The Chasam Sofer adds that this mitz-
vah includes enclosing an area, and turn-
ing it into a reshus hayachid, thereby
saving people from the issur of carrying.
Similarly, the Tashbetz writes that one
who makes an eiruv is praiseworthy and
it is a big zechus to do so, and it is some-
thing the talmidei chachamim make
sure to take care of.

The Nimukei Orach Chaim writes that
the Arizal not only made an eiruv each
week, but would carry his chumash in
the street. The Eishel Avraham says that
it is worthwhile to erect an eiruv even
if the eiruv is not valid according to all

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

ROSH KOLLEL

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH A
MAZAL TOV TO

FROM THE KOLLEL BOKER
ON THE BIRTH OF A BABY BOY.

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH
MAZEL TOV TO

FROM THE NIGHT KOLLEL ON
THE ENGAGEMENT OF HIS GRAND-
DAUGHTER ADELE BRILL TO
CHAIM MOSHE SCHWERIN.

opinions, and announce that one should not rely
on the eiruv. He explains that this will accomplish
that one who carries by mistake will have been
saved from the issur of carrying, at least according
to some opinions.

SUMMARY

Not only is it a mitzvah to make an eiruvei chat-
zeiros, it is also a mitzvah to enclose an area in
order to allow carrying there.

Comments and questions are welcome and can
be sent to: RabbiScheiner@18forshay.com.

To receive updates of upcoming shiurim, to
receive a link to current shiurim, or to access
archived shiurim, please send a request to: Secre-
tary@18forshay.com, or follow the prompts on our
website 18Forshay.com.

Recorded shiurim are also available on CD at the
shul - 18 Forshay Main Lobby.

All shiurim delivered at the Kollel Boker, Night
Kollel, or any of our various programs, such as Legal
Holidays and Yeshiva Bein Hazmanim are open to
all. Come and join the many who enjoy these infor-
mative and intriguing shiurim!
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SOURCE IN THE

TORAH FOR THE

ISSUR OF BISHUL
AKUM

We mentioned previously that the issur of bishul
akum is rabbinical, to keep our social distance
which will help ensure that we don’t come to inter-
marriage. But, in truth, this concern of intermarriage

Sign Up for an Amazing New WhatsApp Group

Receive links to all Shiurim given by our Rosh Kollel

Receive links to the latest and most relevant shiurim on Halacha and contemporary issues

Harav Nachum Scheiner

To join this extraordinary group
\Whatsapp 845-499-6354
Or email
ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com

is spelled out in the Torah.

In parshas Ki Sisa (34:15-16) the Torah tells us:
“DR'TNY IN2TI DAY DX TI YIND AYiYy 12 noN |9
927 'maan ANEY! HinaTn 7K1 77 Kl - Lest you make a
treaty with one who dwells in the land and you will stray
after their gods, and sacrifice to them. He will call you
and you will eat from his sacrifice. You will then take his
daughters for your sons.” The Gemara (Avoda Zora 8a)
learns from this pasuk that it is scripturally forbidden to
eat at a non-Jewish wedding — even if the food is kosher
— since this can bring social closeness, and can be the
cause of intermarriage. This is also codified in Shulchan
Aruch. The Netziv points out that Chazal saw in this how
careful we must be in keeping our distance and took this
concept to the next level, enacting an issur on any food
cooked by a non-Jew.

REASON FOR ISSUR - CONCERN OF THE NON-JEW
PUTTING IN NONKOSHER INGREDIENTS

There is another reason for the issur of bishul akum, brought in Rashi,
as well as by the other Rishonim. Rashi writes that there is a concern that
the non-Jew will add non-kosher ingredients. What does this mean: If one
is not certain of the kashrus of the food, it is obviously forbidden, so why
would it be necessary for the Chachamim to make a decree? The commen-
tators explain that the concern is that even if today you are sure that the
food is kosher, he may eventually come to add non-kosher ingredients in
the future, and one will not realize.

The Or Zarua, however, understands that there is a concern that the non-
Jew will add non-kosher ingredients at this time, without your realizing.

SUMMARY

Although the issur of bishul akum is rabbinical it is also alluded to in the
Torah. The concern is intermarriage or that the non-Jew will add non-ko-
sher ingredients.

COMMUNITY KOLLEL NEWS

The Kollel Boker and the Night Kollel joined together for an enjoyable
Chanuka Mesiba. Our esteemed Rabbi Lankry spoke about how Hashem
saved him from Covid, and he feels that he was given a new lease on life
to help others. Rabbi Coren spoke about how Chanuka is unique in the
fact that it bridges the months of Kiseleiv and Teves, because the light of
Chanuka is here to light up the darkness of Chodesh Teves. He extolled the
greatness of the Kollel and how 18 Forshay — a citadel of torah and tefilah
— is fueled by the learning of the Kollel members.

| spoke about the reason that the korban of each nasi was brought, even
on Shabbos. The Chofetz Chaim explains that each nasi brought the same

korban in order not be better than the previous ones. This sensitivity to the
feelings of others and achdus is so important that it superseded Shabbos.
This concept of unity and care for others is something that shines in Ohr
Chaim in general, and especially amongst the members of the kollel. Rabbi
Moshe Ross, one the Kollel members, also spoke and gave an in depth
shiur on the topic of why Chaunuka is 8 days. The delectable spread, along
with the music and singing was enjoyable and uplifting.

The Kollel Boker and the Night Kollel will both be having chazara and
an optional test on what was learned so far this winter — the Night Kollel:
bishul akum and pas akum, and the Kollel Boker: the dafim which were
learned in Meseches Brochos. The

Night Kollel will be starting the
topic of Chalav Akum and Yayin
Nesech, and the Kollel Boker will
be continuing their trek through
Meseches Brochos, a daf a week.

Come and keep the fire of
Chanuka live! Now is the perfect
opportunity to come and join us,
getting clarity in these important
subjects. Feel free to contact me:
845 372 6618 or via email: Rab-
biScheiner@18forshay.com, and |
will try to set you up with the best
chavrusa.

Wishing you a meaningful fast
and a wonderful Shabbos,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
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