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 מנחה 
ב  י מער  ו

 
D u r i n g  t h e s um m e r  m o n t h s   

M i n c h a  &  M a a r i v  L a t e r  P l a g  
M i n y a n  

 
S u n d a y - T h u r s d a y    

מות  פרשת   ם   -אחרי  קדושי  
 

M i n c h a  7 : 0 5     
M a a r i v  7 : 1 5  

T e n t  ב  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

New Daily Minyanim 

* R e m e m b e r  t o  r e p e a t  
ע  מ ש ת  א י ר   ק

 
 

 

Dear kehilla,
RABBI LANKRY

IN HONOR OF RAV YOSEF DOV (YOSHE 
BER) SOLEVETCHIK OF BRISK, THE BEIS 

HALEVI 

The Torah describes in Parashat Teruma and Tetz-
vah, the building of the Miskan and all the utensils, 
followed by the laws of Shabbat. In Parashat Vayakel 
Pekudi the Torah reviews the process and begins with 
the laws of Shabbat, followed by the building of the 
Miskan with all the utensils. The Bait Halevi presents a 
question; why the change in order?

The Bais Halevi gives a parable of a rich man that 
is marrying off his son. There are many things that 
are necessary to be purchased, from simple bath 
towels to expensive jewelry. All is required to start a 
new home. Every father feels obligated to supply his 
child with all that he needs when he marries him off 
though what he purchases first is an indicator of his 
love for his child.  The father that loves his child and 
has a close relationship with him/her will buy first 
the expensive luxury items in his joy and anticipation 
during this time. For example, he will run out and 
purchase jewelry that his son may give his kallah as 
gifts. Or, he may purchase a luxurious wedding gown 
for his daughter to be beautiful on her special day. 
Of course he will purchase the food for the wedding 
and arrange for the Rabbi to come and officiate but 
he is more excited and expresses his love through the 
extravagances. A father that is not so close and loving 
with his child will first get the necessities for his son 
to make sure his duty is done. Later, if he has extra he 
will purchase the luxuries.

The Bais Halevy explains, the Miskan is the luxuries 
in our relationship with Hashem and Shabbat is the 
necessities. When a person wishes to obtain a higher 
level of Kedusha he needs the Miskan. But Shabbat is 
what makes us into a Jew; it’s a constant part of our 
lives. What would we be without Shabbat?  Hashem 
illustrated to us his love and excitement on the onset 
by building the Miskan first.  Later, when the Torah 
reviews all the laws, we can revert back to the order of 
Shabbat first because we have already felt Hashem’s 
love and desire for a relationship with us.

Rashi quoting a Mechilta states at the beginning of 
Parshat Vayakel, that the reason why the laws of Shab-
bat precede the building of the Mishkan is to teach us 
and warn us that we cannot violate the Shabbat while 
building the Mishkan. 

What is fascinating to note, based on the lesson 
of the Bais Halevy, that the greater Kedusha is the 
Mishkan. Yet although the Mishkan may be able to 
take us to a higher level we are still not permitted to 
violate Shabbat. There are times that we try to make 
a calculation on how to get ahead in Kedusha and we 
try to justify a little violation because it’s for the sake 
of spiritual growth. The Parsha is teaching a lesson 
that we cannot compromise a spiritual reality for the 
sake of spiritual advancement.  For example there 
are those who speak terrible Lashon Harah about 
an establishment and destroy a person’s reputation 
because they presume a Hashgacha is not on their 
highest standards and wish to be more pious. 

May we all be zoche to true spiritual growth without 
compromising any midot tovot or ma’asim tovim. 
Amen

Shabbat Shalom

Aaron Lankry

Shabbos zmanim weekday zmanim

Zmanim by our incredible Gabbi 

ephrayim Yurowitz
Tzvi Blech : Gabbai Sheini

7:38PM

8:18PM 18 TENT, 8:23PM 

5:34AM

8:00AM 

9:00AM

9:15AM

9:15AM

10:00AM

NEW 10:15AM

6:00PM

2:00PM

7:15PM

7:19PM
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 7:29PM

1:45PM 
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APRIL 18– APRIL 23
NEITZ IS 6:12– 6:04
PELAG IS 6:15- 6:18
SHKIA IS 7:39 – 7:44

MAGEN AVRAHAM
8:58 AM  -  8:54 AM

GRA- BAAL HATANYA
9:34 AM- 9:30 AM

 

 

 

  שחרית 
   Forshay  20  כותיקין 
6:15AM  Tent  ב  
6:30   Tent  ג    
7:00   Tent  א 
7:15   Tent  ב 
307:    Tent  ג   

7:45   Tent  ד 
8:00   Tent  א 
8:15   Tent  ב   
8:30   Tent  ג    
8:45   Tent  ד 
9:00    Tent  א 
9:15   Tent  ב 
9:30   Tent  ג    
9:45   Tent  ד 
10:00  Tent  א (slower) 

10:15  Tent  ב   
10:30  Tent  ג 
10:45  Tent  ד (faster) 

11:00  Tent  א 
11:15  Tent  ב 
11:30  Tent  ג 
11:45  Tent  ד 
12:00  Tent  א 
 
 

   מנחה 
  (between 1:30-1:35) -  מנחה גדולה 
   

 

 
 

FOR MORE INFO: www.18forshay.com // Secretary@18forshay.com 
 

 

מעריב ו  מנחה    
12 MIN. BEFORE  א  Tent          פלג  
5  MIN.  BEFORE  ב  Tent          פלג  
12 MIN. BEFORE LATER  ב  Tent    פלג  
12 MIN. BEFORE  א  Tent     שקיעה 
AT  שקיעה     Tent  ב 
10 MIN. AFTER     18     שקיעה   
20 MIN. AFTER  א  Tent     שקיעה   
30 MIN. AFTER  ב  Tent     שקיעה   
40 MIN. AFTER    18     שקיעה   
50 MIN. AFTER   א  Tent       שקיעה   
60 MIN. AFTER   ב  Tent       שקיעה   

  מעריב  
At *  פלג        Tent  א 
5   MIN. AFTER  ב  Tent          פלג *
At later  *  פלג      Tent  ב 

At        *   שקיעה            Tent  א 
10 MIN. AFTER  ב  Tent           שקיעה   *
20 MIN. AFTER   18    *   שקיעה 
30 MIN. AFTER  א  Tent      שקיעה   *
40 MIN. AFTER  ב  Tent      שקיעה   
50 MIN. AFTER   18        שקיעה   
60 MIN. AFTER  א  Tent          שקיעה   
72 MIN. AFTER  ב  Tent           שקיעה   
 
   
 
 

 

Brochos 30 min/Hodu 20 min 
before Neitz 

*Repeat Krias 
Shma 

after nightfall 
 

 Upstairs 

     Main Floor 

2:45 
3:00 
3:15
3:30 
 
3:30 
  

18  

  

 בס"ד 

4:45 
5:00 
5:15 
5:30 
 

 

3:45 
4:00 
4:15 
4:30 
 
 
 
 

1:45 
2:00 
2:15 
2:30 
  

8:15  Tent  א 
8:30  Tent  א 
8:45  Tent  א 
9:00  Tent  א 
9:15  Tent  א 
9:30  Tent  א 
9:45  18  
10:00 18  
10:15 18  
10:30 18  
 
  
 
 

10:45 18   
11:00  18   
11:15  18  
11:30 18  
11:45 18  
12:00am 18  
12:15 18  
12:30 18  
12:45 18  
 

Summer only 

Summer only 

Tent 18 – א Tent 
Tent 20 – ב Tent 
Tent 22 – ג Tent 
Tent ד – New Tent 
 

5:45 
6:00 
6:10 Tent  ב 

6:20 
 

6:30 Tent  ב 
6:40 
6:50 Tent  ב 
7:00 
 

MARRIV  

SHACHRIS VASIKIN- DAF YOMI SHIUR

MINCHA SHALOSH SEUDOS

MINCHA
PIRCHEI 

MINCHA PLAGSHKIYA 

SHACHRIS MAIN MINYAN 18  TENT

SHACHRIS  20 FORSHAY   BAIS CHABAD

NEW  SHACHRIS  18 MAIN 

SHACHRIS - YOUTH 18 UPSTAIRS  

MINCHA

CANDLE LIGHTING

MINCHA  BAIS CHABAD

MINCHA  18 TENT

SHACHRIS ASHKENAZ   18 MAIN
MINCHA & MARIV

MINCHA & MARIV

SHACHRIS

BUCHRIM MINYAN 20

7:37PMSHKIYA 

6:45PM SHIUR ON PIRKEI AVOS PERK BAIS

30 Dr. Frank Rd.   Entrance on HumbertEREV SHABBOS PLAG MINYAN

12 MINUTES BEFORE PLAG

12 MINUTES BEFORE SHKIA

20 MINUTES BEFORE NEITZ  30 ON YOM TOV

Blueberry hill zmanim

EARLY MINYAN FRIDAY  & Erev Yom Tov  
1:30 & 3:30

1:29, 2:00, 2:30, 3:00,3:30, 4:00 

NEW MINYANIM ADDED:

EARLY MINYAN MINCHA FRIDAY 
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PARSHAS 
TAZRIA METZORA 

 

 

Late Maariv Motzai Shabbos 
Approximately One hour after Rabeinu Taam  
 

18 Main Bais Medrash 
 

 בס"ד 

מצורע-תזריעפרשת   
 

     9:50pm 
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(An Intro into the New Semicha Zman)
In this week’s Parsha we learn about the seemingly mystical and illog-

ical laws of Tzaraas. I describe them as Illogical because just trying to 
make sense out of these Halachos often seems impossible. Indeed, they 
seem to be dealing with a chok, something purely spiritual and in no 
way a physical condition that can be treated by a dermatologist.

A question that has been analyzed ad infinitum is why is the spreading 
of the white spot of the Tzaraas over the body a sign of purity and why 
does it necessitate a Kohen to declare the impurity of Tzaraas but the 
verdict of an expert Talmid Chacham has zero effect? And what about 
the Halacha that a chosson is allowed to push off his visit to the Kohen 
despite having clear signs of Tzaraas? These questions are fascinat-
ing and hopefully we will get back to them one day. However, today 
I wish to focus on the remedy for someone who has been diagnosed 
with Tzaraas and what he must do in order to heal. I think that this will 
actually help understand retroactively the reasons for the causes of the 
malady.

The Torah tells us that part of the healing process is to take the bark 
of a cedar tree, crimson colored wool and some hyssop and dip them all 
into water mixed with the blood of bird. Then the mezorah’s spot can be 
shpritzed and he can considered healed. I want to focus on the ingredi-
ents and also the part of the process of cleansing which in addition to 
the above includes washing the metzorah’s clothing. There has been 
much discussion about the process and this year it hit me that maybe 
there is a deeper meaning for us here.

What made me think about the act of washing clothes was our new 
zman of Semichas Chaver where we are learning the Melacha of Melaben 
and Mechabes which basically means the forbidden action of cleaning 
a dirty garment on Shabbas. For example, if your shirt gets a cholent 
stain are you allowed to clean it? Or if you are walking and your hat falls 
off and gets dusty are you allowed to brush it off? These are fascinating 
questions and some of the disputes between the Ashkenazi and Safar-
di poskim are eye opening.  Rav Shlomo Zalman z”l pointed out how 
astounding this Halacha is; it permits one person who is not bothered by 
a little bit of dust on his suit to wipe off the dirt yet for a different person 
it becomes an issue deoryasa because he would not walk outside with 
such dust on his suit during the week.  What’s amazing is that the Torah 
and Chazal trust individuals to be honest with themselves to decide 
whether this is something that would bother them or not and then act 
accordingly. This is a big responsibility.

Now let’s take it a little deeper. The act of washing clothes obviously 
has a deeper message. We find in Tanach and Tefilah הלבן חטאנו כשלג 
 Hashem whitens our sins like white wool and snow. When we-- והצמר
discuss clothing, we should be able to relate to it on a deeper level. Our 
bodies essentially are coverings for our Neshamos and when we sin, 
especially when we soil our souls with negative middos we become in 
need of cleansing. We require a burnishing and depending on how deep 
the stain is--how profound and serious we have allowed the negative 
trait to penetrate our soul-- the more vigorous the cleansing process 
must be.

Let’s take Tzaraas. Rashi points out that we can learn a lot from the 
specified remedy described in the Torah. We take cedar which rep-
resents Gaavah—hautiness, we combine it with low growing grass and 
the excretion of a worm to symbolize the need for humility. As the Cho-
vos Helavavos writes, without first working on the middah of humility, 
no middah can be properly fixed.

This idea can be expanded with each additional stain representing a 

different middah that requires fixing. Each person should personalize 
his own journey during these weeks of Sefira but I will end with an 
inspiring story that I recently heard from my dear friend Ari Senter, the 
son of Rabbi Senter of the Chaf-K who recently passed away. It is a story 
of what humility is all about and offers us all tremendous inspiration.

Until sixth grade, Rabbi Senter didn’t attend yeshiva but he had a great 
desire to do so. His father, who wasn’t fully frum, gave him permission 
to attend and he presented himself for an interview when he was in 6th 
grade. At the end of the interview he was told that with regard to his 
English, he was on par, even beyond, his grade but in Limudai Hakodesh 
he was only on a second grade level and therefore acceptance didn’t 
seem possible. Rabbi Senter was around six feet tall at the time and he 
responded, “OK, then I will join the second grade” and that’s exactly 
what he did. He could barely fit into the second grade seats but this 
didn’t stop him and this incredibly humbling beginning paved the way 
for an extraordinary family and for a well-established and accepted 
Kashrus organization.    May we all be zoche to reach the needed level 
of humility (without squeezing into second grade seats) and may we be 
able to cleanse our inner and outer spiritual garments.

Good Shabbos

SEMICHAS 
CHAVER 
PROGRAM
Founded by 
Rav Elyada Goldwicht

ABOUT SCP

Do you find learning Halacha a grueling 
process?
Are you looking for a group of guys to learn 
with?
Do you want to finally understand why we do 
what we do?
Do you need thought provoking material that will 
interest your children? 

GIVEN BY

RABBI COREN

FOR MORE INFORMATION
& TO REGISTER , WHATSAPP

RABBI COREN AT 914 - 645 - 4199

18 FORSHAY RD 
TENT GIMMEL 

WHEN EVERY MONDAY NIGHT
AT 8:00 PM
STARTING APRIL 12TH

WHERE

JOIN THE FASTEST 
GROWING PRACTICAL 
HALACHA CHABURA IN 
THE WORLD!

SCP is a new and innovative halachic 
program carefully crafted for the needs 
of the 21st century. Wi t h  a specialized 
f o c u s  o n  t h e  ethical meaning o f  
Halacha, the program is r ich with 
content that can easily be imparted on 
your family. Upon complet ion of 
each topic and successfully passing 
a wr i t t en  exam, every member 
will receive a Semichas Chaver  
Certificate of Accomplishment  
signed by Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Amar and HaRav Hershel  
Schachter. 

בס״ד

Rabbi Aaron Lankry  
Marah D'asra

305-332-3311| alankry@yahoo.com 

 Rabbi Daniel Coren  
דומ"צ - מגיד שיעור

914-645-4199 | rabbidac@gmail.com 

 Rabbi Nachum Scheiner  
Rabbinic Coordinator, 

Rosh Kollel, Kollel Boker & Night Kollel 
845-372-6618 | rabbischeiner@18forshay.com 

Uri Follman  
Manager 

845 587 3462 | manager@18forshay.com  

Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim | 18 Forshay Rd. Monsey NY 10952      www.18forshay.com   |  info@18forshay.com  

Rabbi Coren
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HOW TO CRITICIZE YOUR 
HUSBAND

Where Is G-d?

A couple had two little mischievous boys, 
ages 8 and 10. They were always getting into 
trouble, and their parents knew that if any mis-
chief occurred in their town, their sons would 
get the blame.

The boys' mother heard that a rabbi in town 
had been successful in disciplining children, 
so she asked if he would speak with her boys. 
The rabbi agreed and asked to see them 
individually.

So, the mother sent her 8-year-old first, in the 
morning, with the older boy to see the rabbi in 
the afternoon.

The rabbi, a huge man with a booming voice, 
sat the younger boy down and asked him 
sternly, "Where is G-d?"

They boy's mouth dropped open, but he 
made no response, sitting there with his mouth 
hanging open.

The rabbi repeated the question. "Where is 
G-d?"

Again, the boy made no attempt to answer.

So, the rabbi raised his voice some more and 
shook his finger in the boy's face and bel-
lowed, "Where is G-d!?"

The boy screamed and bolted from the room. 
He ran directly home and dove into his closet, 
slamming the door behind him.

When his older brother found him in the 
closet, he asked, "What happened?"

The younger brother, gasping for breath, 
replied: "We are in real big trouble this time! 
G-d is missing, and they think we did it!"

The Ignorant Kohen

The Torah portion of Tazria, in the book of 
Leviticus, discusses the laws of tzaraat, an 
unusual illness, identified by a white patch 
appearing on the skin of a person, that was 
symptomatic of a profound emotional and 
spiritual blemish within this individual. This, 
plus several secondary symptoms, determined 
the person as being temporarily "impure," 
and required him or her to separate from the 
community and undergo an intense program 
of introspection and healing .

The Torah states that only a Kohen (a priest), 
a descendent of Aaron, the High Priest of the 
tribe of Levi, was authorized to diagnose a 
tzaraat-leprosy and pronounce the malady as 
such. Even in a case where all the symptoms of 
the illness are clearly present and a multitude 
of scholars recognize it as tzaraat, the person 
cannot be diagnosed as possessing this mala-
dy unless a Kohen states so explicitly.

The ramifications of this biblical law are 
far-reaching. For example, even if the only 
Kohen present is a child so that he is unable 

to examine the person in question, a trust-
worthy scholar needs to report his findings 
to the Kohen, and it is only the Kohen who 
may pronounce the white-patched person as 
impure. Even if the only Kohen around is an 
imbecile (“shoteh”), lacking the knowledge 
and understanding required to give a diag-
nosis, it is only he who is entitled to make the 
verbal pronouncement under the instruction 
and guidance of an adult-scholar .

Why was the Kohen so indispensable to 
this process? Shouldn't the scholar, who is 
intricately familiar with the symptoms of this 
malady, be trusted more than a child-Kohen 
who can do nothing more than utter a diag-
nosis determined by someone else? What is 
needed here is an expert in these illnesses and 
symptoms, not a priest! 

Conduits of Blessing

More than three millennia ago the Kohanim 
were charged with the mission of blessing the 
Jewish people. To this day in the Holy Land, 
there is an interval during every morning 
service, at which the Kohanim spread out their 
hands and extend Divine blessings on their 
Jewish brethren. Among Diaspora Jewry, this 
tradition is practiced only on holidays.

The Kabbalah explains that the reason the 
Kohanim were designated to be the conduits 
for Divine blessings is because their souls 
evolve from the celestial chamber of love, 
granting them a unique ability to cultivate 
compassion and kindness toward others and 
hence making them uniquely suitable conduits 
for G-d's love and grace.

This is reason for the Jewish law which states 
that a Kohen who is disliked by the congrega-
tion or dislikes the congregation is forbidden 
to bless the people, because the negative 
energy that surround this man may severely 
obstruct the flow of the blessings. Indeed, the 
blessing recited by the Kohanim prior to the 
priestly blessings states: "He (G-d) command-
ed us to bless his people Israel with love." The 
Zohar, the basic text of the Kabbalah, explains 
that this is also the reason for the tradition 
that an unmarried Kohen could not serve as 
an agent of the Jewish people performing the 
services in the Holy Temple (Beit Hamikdash) 
in Jerusalem.

In order for the Kohen to be worthy of this 
extraordinary position, he needed to fully de-
velop his innate capacity for love and selfless-
ness, and it is only through marriage, in which 
one learns to share one's life with another 
human being, that a person is challenged 
to bring out his full potential for caring and 
affection. When you are unmarried, you may 
be extremely kind and sensitive, but at the end 
of the day you have the luxury of retreating 
to your own hub and doing things your own 
way.

Ultimately, you need not answer but to your-
self, which is why so many people today opt 
for the single life. It is only in the institution of 
marriage that you are consistently called upon 
to take another person and their needs and 
feelings seriously. For a marriage to work and 
blossom, you can't be selfish. That is why it 
was only the Married Kohen who was charged 
with the responsibility of serving G-d in the 
Jerusalem Holy Temple.  

Prerequisite for Criticism

Now we will understand why the Torah 
allows no one but the Kohen to diagnose 
another human being as suffering from an 
illness that renders him or her severely impure 
and requires them to separate from the com-
munity. The Torah is imparting to us a critical 
lesson: Before you diagnose another person as 
being spiritually ill and deserving temporary 
isolation, you must make sure that your heart 
if filled with love toward this person. For it is 
only then that we are certain that your diagno-
sis is not coming from your own bios or lack of 
refinement, but it is objectively true and thus 
productive and beneficial; and it is only then 
that you will no doubt search for every possi-
ble way to rehabilitate this wounded soul. 

As parents, educators, spouses, employers 
and colleagues, we often find ourselves with 
the need to rebuke, denounce, criticize and 
sometimes penalize. Yet all-too-often these 
are done more as an outlet for our own anger 
and frustration, rather than as a tool to help 
these people become the best they can be. 
We may call it discipline and justice, but if it is 
not based on kindness and the desire to help 
the other person, they may end up being more 
destructive than constructive.  

Principals and teachers at times feel the need 
to expel a student from the institution, just 
as—during biblical times—the leper was dis-
missed from the community. Comes the Torah 
and declares: If you are not a Kohen, you are 
forbidden from issuing forth such a verdict! If 
you do not genuinely care for this youngster, 
you have no right to expel them! If you will not 
lose sleep over the fact that you had no choice 
but to dismiss a student, then it might be you 
who should be dismissed from your position.

It is easy to define somebody as "impure" 
if you do not understand their pain, but it is 
unethical. Before you punish, you must first 
learn how to be a Kohen, how to really care 
about others. When criticism, punishment 
and even dismissal are motivated by concern 
for the person rather than your own rage or 
incompetence, it will have a totally different 
effect on the person you are punishing. Your 
criticism will build, rather than destroy, this 
person's character. What is equally important, 
you will not cease to labor that the situation 
be reversed and the individual returns to his or 
her potential glory.

So next time before you criticize your spouse, 
stop and ask yourself if you are doing it as a 
"Kohen," out of concern and care for them, or 
as a result of your stress or anger. If that is the 
case, you ought to remain silent until you can 
transcend your self-absorption and enter into 
the world of another human being. 

Rabbi YY Jacobson

Ani Hashem Rofecha

The place to ask for an 
individual to have a Refuah is at 
Shma Koleinu.
[In Shmoneh Esrey, before 
saying the words “Ki atah 
shomeia tefilas…”]
==== From a letter Shvat 11, 1956. Printed in 
Lekuti Sichos V39 P281

UFARATZTA
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Tchum of a Bris 
In Vayikra 12:3 the posuk tells us that on the 8th day one should 

have a Bris. Would a Mohel be allowed to walk out of the tchum in 
order to perform a bris? Do we say that since milah is docheh Shab-
bos he would be allowed to, or not?  

In Orach Chaim 331:6 the Shulchan Aruch paskens that if one 
forgot to bring the Milah knife before Shabbos, he is not allowed to 
bring it on Shabbos. This would apply even if it was only an issur 
DeRabbonon, for instance, it is only a karmalis. Nevertheless, the 
Chachamim insisted we keep their gezeiros even if it is up against a 
mitzvos asseh that is punishable via kareis. Based on this, it would 
stand to reason that tchumin, despite it being only an issur DeRabb-
non, would still be forbidden. The Shailos U’teshuvos Yehuda Yaaleh 
Orach Chaim 91 says that despite Milah being such a mitzvah that is 
so chamur that it is docheh Shabbos, which is a DeOraysa, neverthe-
less, the Milah is pushed off when there is an issur DeRabbonon. The 
Shailos Utshuvos Har Tzvi Orach Chaim 203 was asked by a Mohel if 
he could walk less than twelve mil to do a bris on time. The Har Tzvi 
answered that it is forbidden and compares it to a Mohel forgetting 
the milah knife, which is assur for him to carry on Shabbos, despite 
the fact that he will only be oveir a DeRabbonon.  

There are two reasons to argue that maybe Tchumim is different 
and it would be allowed. The first reason is based on the Ritva Rosh 
Hashana 32b. He says the fact that Chazal term Shvus as a DeRab-
bonon is not to say that it is not Min HaTorah, because then it would 
seem that Min HaTorah all stores may be open with regular business 
transacted and it will look like a total weekday. Therefore, he says 
that there is a Mitzvos Asseh Min HaTorah to be Shoveis on Shabbos 
and not make it look like a weekday. The details as to what is con-
sidered a melacha that would make it look like a weekday is what 
the Chachamim established. The main point of a Shvus is min Hato-
rah, therefore the Chachamim insisted we keep the DeRabbonon of 
Shabbos even if it is going to make a person lose out on a DeOraysa, 
since the source of the Shvus is Min HaTorah. Therefore, only in a 
place where it is based on a Shvus would the Chachamim insist that 
one not be oveir on even a DeRabbonon. However, when it comes to 
Tchumin, which is not one of the Shvus, as the Rashba in Yevamos 
says that Shvus is only connected to the lamed tes melachos and 
Tchumin is not connected to the Lamed Tes melachos; therefore, in 
that case one would be able to do it on Shabbos. 

The second reason is based on the Ravad Hilchos Korban Pesach 
6:7 where he explains why the Chachamim insisted we keep the 
Shvus even at the expense of a mitzvah DeOraysa. This is because 
not keeping the Shvus can result in someone being oveir on an issur 
Kareis. For example, in the case of the Mohel forgetting his knife, de-
spite the fact that it is in a karmelis, which is only MiDeRabbonon, it 
can result in a DeOraysa by him carrying the knife through a Reshus 
Horabim resulting in Kareis. However, in the case of Tchumim, where 
even if one walks twelve Mil, which according to some is a DeOraysa, 
it won’t result in an issur of Kareis. Therefore, it could be that the 
Chachamim allowed the Mohel to walk out of the Tchum to do the 
mitzvah of Milah. 

When a bris falls out on Shabbos and the father could be the Mohel, 
is there a preference for him to be the Mohel or for someone else to 
be the Mohel? The Tur in Yoreh Deah Milah 263 writes in the name of 
Rav Eliezer Halevi that a father should not do the milah since for him 
it is a psik reisha that he wants to fix and complete his child, whereas 
psik reisha does not apply to another Mohel. The Rogatchover seems 
to say the opposite. We know that milah is docheh Shabbos. Does 
this mean that the mitzvah of milah is docheh Shabbos and no matter 
who does it may be docheh Shabbos, or do we say that only the fa-
ther has a chiyuv to do the bris on time and therefore for him it is do-
cheh Shabbos? Does it mean if someone does not have a father and 
Bais Din steps in to do the milah, it would not be docheh Shabbos so 
it would only be docheh for the father not someone else? Lemaaseh, 
we are noheg like that. Since the Mohel is a shaliach of the father, he 
can also do the bris on Shabbos. The Avnei Nezer paskens that even if 
one does not have a father and bais din does the milah, it would still 
be docheh Shabbos. 

May we be zocheh to be mekayim Shabbos included with all the 
Shvusim that come along with it! 

Want a ‘Younger’ Brain? 
Researchers Unveil a ‘Secret Drink’

 Who wouldn’t want a younger brain; to be sharp even at advanced age? A 
new study by researchers at Wake Forest University in North Carolina and at 
Queen Mary University in London found that drinking beet juice before exer-
cise strengthens the brain and may even prevent dementia.

 The study involved 26 people aged 55 and over who had high blood pres-
sure. The participants were divided into two groups, one of which was asked 
to drink the beet juice about an hour before a 50-minute walk on the tread-
mill, while the other group walked without drinking the beet juice. The partic-
ipants exercised three times a week for six weeks with far-reaching results.

 Those who drank the juice were much healthier cognitively and emotional-
ly, and one can also understand why: “Beet contains nitrate – a substance that 
helps the blood flow better in the brain,” explains lead researcher Dr. Jack 
Rejeski.

 In the body, nitrate is converted into nitrogen oxide, which, according to 
Prof. Rejeski, does remarkable things, especially to the brain. “Nitrogen oxide 
is a really powerful molecule that goes to areas of the body that consume alot 
of oxygen, and the brain is a heavy consumer of oxygen. Drinking the beet 
juice before the physical exercise helped the brain get the vitality it needed, 
similar to what you see in younger people. This beet juice together with exer-
cise strengthens certain areas of the brain cognitively, and can even prevent 
dementia in the future, “he says.

 In a similar study conducted at Queen Mary University in London, research-
ers found that daily consumption of a glass of beet juice significantly reduces 
high blood pressure and improves brain function.

Keep Smiling
Rabbi Dovid Kaplan

As a little girl, Chana’s favorite hobby was looking at wedding albums. She 
loved to peruse the exciting pictures of every chassan and kallah who looked 
so happy on their wedding day. Her own dream in life, as expected, was 
to have a wedding album of her own. And eventually, the momentous day 
arrived. 

Exactly as Chana imagined, the wedding was beautiful. And of course, the 
photographer was there taking pictures.

Three days after the wedding, Chana received a phone call. It was the 
photographer. “Chana,” the photographer said, “I need to tell you something. 
This has never happened to us before and I am very sorry to tell you this, but 
something happened to our cameras. None of the pictures came out from 
your wedding.” 

As Chana heard this heartbreaking news, she was absolutely devastated. 
Taking a seat, the reality set in that her lifelong dream had come to an end. 
And then she started to cry. As her chassan realized what had occurred, he 
began thinking what he could possibly say or do to put her at ease. “Please 
Hashem,” he whispered, “put the right words in my mouth to tell my wife.”

“Listen,” he said, “I understand that you are terribly upset. I know why you 
so deeply wanted to have a wedding album. Years from now you wanted to 
be able to look at it and see yourself smiling on your wedding day. But let 
me just tell you one thing: if you ever want to see yourself smiling, all you 
will have to do is look into the mirror. Because until you are one hundred and 
twenty, I am going to keep you smiling.”

Both in marriage and in life in general, one of the most important things we 
can do is show that we care. While life most certainly carries with it ups and 
downs, being there for another with love and affection makes all the differ-
ence. It can soothe our spouse, cheer up our friend and keep us and everyone 
around us smiling for the rest of our life.

Rabbi Steinfeld
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The Spiritual Nutrition of 
Saying Tehilim

An absolutely wonderful Vort from Rav Druk in his Sefer Darash 
Mordechai on this week's Parsha (page # 161 - 163). I would 
like to share it with you not only for the Vort but for the Mussar 
Shebo which is always Rav Druk's deeper Kavana. Let me start 
with the Vort itself and then we will get to the connection to the 
Parsha. Rav Druk quotes Rav Simcha Wasserman as having made 
the following extraordinary insight into Limud Hatorah, the Mitz-
vah of Talmud Torah K'negged Kulam. 

He said, that when you eat food, there are actually two things 
that take place. When a person eats he chews, he has the food in 
his mouth and he derives pleasure from that. G-d gave us taste 
buds that are Baruch Hashem able to enjoy the food or the drink 
that we eat. That all takes place in the person's mouth. A per-
son is in control of that. You can chew the food, you can quickly 
swallow the food, he can do whatever he wants to minimize or 
maximize the amount of pleasure he has. Once he swallows the 
food however, the pleasure is gone. The second aspect of eating 
which is the nutrition, the fact that a person's body lives from 
the food that he eats, that takes place.

 Nutrition is different than pleasure. Nutrition is something that 
you don't control. It is a fact of the nature of the human body 
that when you swallow food the body pulls out the nutrients and 
expels the waste product and in that way allows your healthy 
body to derive its health and its continued sustenance from the 
food. The food is a) the pleasure which you do control and b) the 
nutrition which you don't control.

 Says Rav Simcha Wasserman, the same thing is true about 
Limud Hatorah. Limud Hatorah contains two aspects. One is the 
pleasurable aspect of Limud Hatorah. The part that connects 
to our Seichel, that connects to our soul, that connects to our 
understanding. There is a certain Geshmak in understanding 
learning. There is a Geshmak in a Chakira in learning. There is 
a real big Geshmak when you actually remember something in 
learning. You hear a Kasha and you remember that a while ago 
you heard a good answer. There is a Geshmak. It is an intellec-
tual but a spiritual intellectual Geshmak. It is a Geshmak in the 
Shakla V'tarya of learning. A person can control that. He can 
control how much of a Geshmak he gets, how much Geshmak 
he doesn't get. Depending on how much Ameilus (effort) he is 
willing to put into it, how much time he is willing to put into it, 
how much Mesiras Nefesh. But beyond that, beyond the Mesikus 
of Torah, the pleasure of Torah, there is the nutrition of Torah. 
The Torah is what gives sustenance to us individually and to the 
whole Briya. Beraishis, Bishvil Haolam Shenikra Raishis. So that 
there are two parts to the food, the Mesikus of the food, and the 
nutrition. There are two parts to Limud Torah, the Mesikus of 
Limud and the Chiyus that it gives us individually as well as the 
entire Briya.

 When a person is not well, when a person is lacking certain 
basic nutrients, the doctor tells him to take vitamins. Vitamins 
contain nutrients that he needs. The pleasure is not there. No 
one chews a vitamin tablet looking for pleasure. There is no 
pleasure. But there are times where a person's sacrifices the 
pleasure aspect of eating in order to get the primary aspect 
which is the nutritional aspect that he needs from his eating. 
This too has a parallel in Limud Hatorah.

 Limud Hatorah, the Geshmak, the Mesikus is very much a part 
of the Torah. Just as Mesikus is a part L'havdil in the Mashul an 
inherent part of the whole food industry. Yet there are areas in 
Torah which we don't understand, where we don't get the Gesh-
mak. We have a Kabbalah that that is an area which gives nutri-
ents to the Neshama, which gives life to the world around us.

Rabbi Reisman 

 Rav Druk used this thought to refer specifically to the saying of Tehil-
lim. The Gemara says that Dovid was Mispaleil that the saying of Tehil-
lim should count in heaven as much as the study of Negaim and Taharos. 
As much as the study of Parshas Metzora, the laws of Tzoras.  What is 
the connection between the two?

 Says Rav Druk, the saying of Tehillim doesn't have that Mesikus, that 
Geshmak of a Shakla V'tarya, of an understanding, a Havana in learn-
ing. For that reason, for the most part, the saying of Tehillim has fallen 
to those who don't know how to learn B'iyun. Has fallen to individuals 
who don't have the Mesikus of Ameilus B'torah. They say Tehillim which 
they should. Those who are Ameilim in Torah, who know the Mesikus of 
Torah, don't see the importance of saying Tehillim.

 Says Rav Druk, our Kabalah is that the saying of Tehillim is a vitamin. 
It lacks the Mesikus, the Geshmak of an intellectual pursuit of spiritual-
ity. It lacks the Geshmak of the Kedusha Shebi'ameilus B'torah. That is 
certainly an important thing that is missing. Nevertheless, it's a vitamin. 
It is something which brings about an answer from heaven to answer a 
person's request. That is the Chashivus of saying tehillim.

 The Mashul to Negaim says Rav Druk, quoting from the Chasam Sofer, 
he said that when it comes to Negaim, a Kohen must pronounce the 
Nega as Tamei. Even if it is a Nega which is worthy of being called Tamei 
it is not Tamei until the Kohen announces it. Sometimes you have a Ko-
hen who is a Kotton, or is an Am Ha'aretz, who doesn't know. You show 
him a Nega and he has no idea what to say. Call in a Gadol B'yisrael, call 
in Rav Chaim Kanievsky and Rav Chaim will look at it and he knows the 
Halacha and he will say that this is a Tamei Nega. It is not Tamei until 
the Kohen pronounces it Tamei. That is the law of Tzoras, of Negaim. 
The Kohen has to say Tamei for it to be Tamei.

 As a matter of fact, we derive from the Posuk, that if a person is in 
middle of his Sheva Berachos week, the Kohen doesn't say Tamei, he 
waits. That means that this person who has a Nega can go to the Bais 
Hamikdash. He can eat Kodashim. He has the same Nega that if the 
Kohen would say Tamei would make it an Issur D'oraissa and now that 
the Kohen has not said it, it takes it away. The Amira is Po'el in Heaven. 
Dovid Hamelech was Mispalel that the same thing should be true here. 
Let the Amira be Po'el. Just the saying of Tehillim be Po'el in heaven.

 Although it is not printed in the Sefer, Rav Druk would add that in the 
Chida's Yehi Ratzon for the saying of Tehillim he would say the Chida 
says Yehi Ratzon She'amiras Tehillim L'fanecha K'ilu Amru Dovid Hamel-
ech. Hashem, let our saying be as if Dovid Hamelech said it. From where 
did he get such a strange request?

 The answer is just like Tzoras. Just like Tzoras there is a saying which 
if a Kohen says it it makes it Tamei and the saying of a Talmid Chochom 
that this is a Nega Tamei. We, like the Kohen, if we say Tamei by a Nega 
or we say Tehillim we say let it be as if the Chochom said it. The one who 
understands the Amkus and Ameilus as if he said it. What a Gevaldige 
insight. What a Gevaldige appreciation of the Chashivus of the saying of 
Tehillim. What a tremendous insight into all Limud Hatorah. There are 
times when the Cheishek wanes but the vitamins and nutrients are still 
there. What a Geshmak. The Ameilus, the Geshmak is central to Torah. 
But without it, the Limud should still be there. A beautiful thought!
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Like Waze, G-d Knows Where You 
Are, Where You Came From and 
Where You are Going

There are 7.7 billion people on earth.  When con-
templating that staggering number, it is easy to 
feel insignificant, inconsequential, even invisible.  
It is only natural to wonder, do I—or my actions—
even matter?  It is difficult to comprehend that 
G-d could have a personal relationship with me 
or could care about what I do when there are so 
many people in the world.

 In his book “Pinpoint,” journalist Greg Milner 
traces the history of GPS technology.  He writes, 
“This extraordinary system began as an Amer-
ican military application, a way to improve the 
accuracy of bombs and keep bomber pilots safe, 
but today its tentacles are everywhere.”  Milner 
calculates that there are currently over five billion 
devices in the world that use GPS including three 
billion smartphones using apps to help people find 
their way.

 Take Waze for example.  This one app knows the 
exact whereabouts of over 140 million people at 
the same time.  It might sound dramatic, but Waze 
literally knows where we are, where we have come 
from, and where we are going.  Waze knows the 
best route to get us to our destination. If we have 
veered of course, Waze knows and helps us recali-
brate and get back on course without judgment or 
criticism.

 If an app can track and direct millions of people, 
all the more so can the Almighty know everything 
about every one of us including where we came 
from, where we are heading, what is the best way 
to get there and if we have gone off course.

 The Ramban in his introduction to Iyov writes, 
“We must believe that G-d knows all individual 
creatures and the details of their lives.”  Similarly, 
when speaking about the consequences for the 
Metzora, the Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah #168) 
writes, “At the root of the precept lies the purpose 
to establish firmly in our spirits that the watchful 
care of the Eternal Lord is individual, over each 
and every one among human beings, and His eyes 
are open to observe all their ways.”

 As great a blessing GPS is, there are unintend-
ed consequences to no longer studying a map or 
finding our way.  According to researchers, becom-
ing so dependent on GPS technology has made us 
vulnerable.  Neurologists suggest that when we 
rely exclusively on a GPS to navigate and find our 
way, we stop interacting with our environment, 
we lack awareness of where we are, and we fail to 
take responsibility for getting to our destination.  
Our brains become reprogrammed to be passive in 
our own travels.

 Believing that G-d knows everything about us, 
and that there is Divine providence in the world, 
should not lead to become passive spectators to 
our own lives.  Yes, He knows where we are and 
the path we are on.  But WE still program the 
destination and we determine if we follow the 
directions.

 Rabbi Paysach Krohn shares the following amaz-
ing story:

 Rabbi Moshe Plutchok is a teacher in Derech 
Chaim Yeshivah of Brooklyn. Like many who live 
in New York City throughout the year, he and his 
family spend the summer in the mountains in the 

Monticello area, in central New York State.

 There, he attends what is known as a "learn-
ing camp," located in Camp Morris. He and other 
rabbis, who teach in the various camps for Jewish 
youth in the area, have a kollel [advanced Tal-
mudic study for married men] where they study 
together in the afternoons. It is known as Kollel 
Mechanchim [“The Educators' Kollel”].

 One day a number of summers ago, Rabbi Plut-
chok saw a businessman walk into the beis me-
drash carrying a bilingual ArtScroll Gemara, the 
most popular of the translations of the Talmud 
into English. As a beginner, and studying in En-
glish instead of in the original Aramaic-Hebrew, 
he was a little out of place, but nevertheless made 
to feel certainly welcome by the Rabbi regulars. 
The man sat down and learned with great enthusi-
asm. When he had a question he would go and ask 
others, even if they were younger than him, until 
he got an answer.

 Rabbi Plutchok eventually got to talking with 
the man. The man told him that, unfortunately, 
he had an advanced stage of liver cancer. Rabbi 
Plutchok was amazed, because this man came to 
the Study Hall every day in such an upbeat manner 
and always learned with incredible diligence. “It's 
amazing to me,” Rabbi Plutchok told him. “You 
have this terrible illness, yet you come here every 
day and are so upbeat about the learning.”

 “Rabbi,” the man said, “I'll tell you the truth. 
The ArtScroll Gemara is carrying me. You see, I 
never went to a yeshivah. Now that the Gemara is 
in English, I am finally able to understand it. And 
if I don't understand something I ask the rabbis 
here. It makes me feel very special. It enables me 
to feel I can make a connection to the legacy of 
Torah and the Jewish people. That's what's carry-
ing me.”

 One day, near the end of the summer, Rabbi 
Plutchok walked in and saw this man sitting on the 
side of the room, looking sad. “Is everything ok?” 
he asked. “No, rabbi not really,” he replied. “The 
illness is progressing and I was thinking, What 
difference does it make if I learn? Who cares? You 
and the others are all accomplished Torah schol-
ars. Your Talmudic studies make a difference. As 
for me, I don't understand everything it says even 
in English translation. When I ask my questions 
to the rabbis, I understand most of what they say, 
but not all. I'm not on your level, rabbi. What's the 
difference if I learn? Who cares?”

 Rabbi Plutchok felt terrible for the man, but, 
incredibly, just the night before he had heard an 
amazing story on a Jewish radio station. He decid-
ed to share it:

 A century ago lived a great symphony conductor, 
an Italian maestro named Arturo Toscanini (1867-
1957), who led concerts all over the world. He 
was known as an absolute perfectionist and had 
few peers. Toscanini had a biographer who would 
interview him periodically over the years as a part 
of a major book he was writing. One evening, he 
called Toscanini and told him that he would be in 
town the next night, and asked if he could come 
to the house to interview him. Toscanini answered 
that he could not because he would be doing 
something special that would require absolute 
concentration; he could not be interrupted.

 “Maestro,” the biographer said, “what are you 
doing that's so special?”

 “There is a concert being played overseas. I used 
to be the conductor of that symphony orchestra, 

but I could not be there this year. So I'm going 
to listen on a shortwave radio and hear how the 
other conductor leads the orchestra. I don't want 
any interruptions whatsoever.”

 “Maestro, it would be my greatest pleasure to 
watch how you listen to a concert played by an 
orchestra that you used to lead. I promise I won't 
say anything. I'll sit on the other side of the room, 
quietly.”

 “You promise to be perfectly quiet?” Toscanini 
asked. “Yes.”

 “Then you can come.” The next night, the biogra-
pher came and sat quietly while Toscanini listened 
to the concert, which lasted almost an hour. 
Finally, when it ended, the biographer remarked, 
“Wow, wasn't that magnificent?”

 Toscanini said, “Not really.”

 “Why not?”

 “There were supposed to be 120 musicians, in-
cluding 15 violinists. Only 14 of them played.”

 The biographer thought he was joking. How 
could he know from 6,000 miles away, over short-
wave radio, that one of the violinists was missing? 
The biographer had his doubts but didn't want to 
say anything and went home. The next morning, 
though, he had to find out for himself, so he called 
the concert hall overseas, asked for the music 
director and inquired as to how many musicians 
were supposed to have been playing the night 
before versus how many had actually shown up. 
The concert hall director told him that there were 
supposed to have 120 musicians, including 15 
violinists, but only 14 had shown up!

 The biographer was amazed. He returned to 
Toscanini and said, “Sir, I owe you an apology. 
I thought you were just making it up the other 
night. But please, tell me, how could you know 
that one violinist was missing?”

 “There is a great difference between you and 
me,” Toscanini answered. “You're a part of the 
audience and to the audience everything sounds 
wonderful. But I'm the conductor, and the conduc-
tor has to know every note of music that has to be 
played. When I realized that certain notes were 
not being played, I knew without a doubt that one 
of the violists was missing.”

 Rabbi Plutchok now turned to the man and said, 
“Maybe to regular people it doesn't make a dif-
ference if you learn, but to the Conductor of the 
World Symphony - Who knows every note of music 
that is supposed to be played, Who knows every 
word of Torah that is supposed to be learned, 
every line of tefillah that is supposed to be prayed 
- to Him it makes a difference!”

 The man embraced Rabbi Plutchok and could not 
thank him enough.

 That winter, Rabbi Plutchok happened to meet 
the son of this man and asked how his father was 
doing. The son told him that his father has passed 
away. However, he added, “Ever since my father 
returned from the bungalow colony, every time he 
opened his Gemara he would say, ‘I am performing 
for the Conductor of the World Symphony!’”

 Though we are only one of 7.7 billion people on 
earth, our choices matter and we matter. Nev-
er doubt that the Master of the Universe knows 
where you are, where you have come from and He 
is ready to help you navigate to where you want 
to go.

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
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PARSHAS TAZRIA - METZORA
A HISTORY LESSON

Let’s go back for a moment to the times 
of the Bais Hamikdash.

As the Torah relates, times were differ-
ent - very different.

Imagine if you will, what happened then, 
when you spoke loshon horah.

A negah, a sort of mold (unwashable) 
started growing in your beard… and of 
course you had to shave off the beard.

Uh oh.. Everyone knew.. You had to 
quarantine, (no getting out of it) out of 
town for a while.

No shul for you..no work.. Your kids 
were embarrassed.. Your family shamed.

Where did Tatty go?

Oh my…

But wait, this answers the question that 
many commentaries have on the usage 

of the word “VeHaya” in the portion that 
talks about tzaraas. 

וְהָיָ֨ה הַנֶּ֜גַע יְרַקְרַק֣ | א֣וֹ 
אֲדַמְדָּ֗ם בַּבֶּגֶ֩ד֩ א֨וֹ בָע֜וֹר אֽוֹ־בַשְּׁתִי֤ 
אֽוֹ־בָעֵ֨רֶב֙ א֣וֹ בְכָל־כְּלִי־ע֔וֹר נֶגַ֥ע 

צָרַ֖עַת ה֑וּא וְהָרְאָ֖ה אֶת־הַכּהֵֹֽן:
 The word, “Vehaya”, Chazal tells us, is 

used to describe moments of great joy.

But why now of all places, does the 
Torah use the word vehaya- what joy 
can there possibly be in having to leave 
home, be embarrassed..joy?

The answer of course is very deep. 

In times of yore, we hesitated to speak 
loshon horah because of the swift conse-
quences.

Nowadays however there is no such 
retribution. We can speak freely about 
anyone we wish- without having any 
negaim, any blemishes. And therefore we 
unfortunately speak ill of others...even 
though we know we should not..

But once, a long time ago- we refrained..
and this refraining brought us great joy. 
It brought us great joy knowing we were 
doing the right thing and not ending up in 
quarantine (sound familiar).

Therefore did not speak ill of others! 
And if we did.. We got our kapara right 
away...amazing.

With G-ds help, this year let us take 
pause and try our best to refrain from 
speaking loshon horah, rechilus and 
onaas devorim (hurtful words).

Let’s learn the rules of how a Jew 
should talk..how a Jew should behave. 
The holy Chofetz Chayim has put out 
several seforim we can learn and the 
Chofetz Chaim Foundation continues his 
work with many new books and innova-
tive material.

Don’t worry...

It is within our reach.

“Befichah ubelevovcha laasoso.”

Our hearts truly desire to do the right 
thing.Hashem has given us the power to 
speak. How can we let Him down?

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

10 Facts About Gaon 
of Vilna

1. Rabbi Eliyahu, the Vilna Gaon, was known by such 
rare titles as “the chosid” [pious]” or “Gaon” (genius) 
alone, as well as by his acronym “the Gra” (see be-
low).

2. The Gra was diagnosed at age 6 as a prodigy. He 
delivered a complicated and brilliant discourse at 
the Great Synagogue in Vilna that he heard from his 
father and a brilliant discourse that he had prepared 
by himself. His book “Shnos Eliyahu” mention an in-
novative interpretation that he had said when he was 
seven years old.

3. At the age of nine, he began studying Kabbalah, 
and at the age of ten, he was able to study himself 
and did not need teachers. Rabbi Chaim Volozhin, his 
student, testified that even before reaching the age 
of thirteen, the Gra was able to create a “Golem”, but 
stopped in the middle because he was prevented from 
doing so by heaven.

4. The Gra refused to serve in an official rabbinical 
post in Vilna or in any other position, because of his 
humility and his desire not to waste time from Torah 
study.

5. According to his son’s testimony, the Gra intended 
to create a new Code of Jewish Law that would de-
cide all the Jewish legal dissensions through irrefut-
able proofs, but didn’t manage to carry it out.

6. Despite his brilliance, the Gra promoted studying 
Torah according to pshat, the literal level of Torah 
which focuses on Jewish law, despite he himself 
having unparalleled wide-ranging scholarship in all 
branches of Torah study.

7. The Gra is the only one of the Achronim (Torah 
scholars who lived in the last 400 years), whose 
teachings are considered as authoritative of the Ris-
honim (Torah scholars from the Medieval Age).

8. His students testified that the Vilna Gaon was not 
only well-versed in the Torah, but also many secular 
disciplines such as mathematics, engineering, biol-
ogy, astronomy, geography, linguistics and music. 
Despite that, the Gra was opposed to studying these 
disciplines because he didn’t see them as worth-
while.

9. The Gra desired to make aliya to the Land of Isra-
el and even started out on a journey to do so, but in 
the end was unable to. He encouraged his students to 
do so, and many of them did make aliya and settled in 
the Land of Israel.

10. The Gra’s greatest disciple was Rabbi Chaim 
Volozhin, the author of “Nefesh Hachayim” and the 
one who founded the “mother of all yeshivas” — the 
famous Volozhin yeshiva which produced many of the 
greatest Torah scholars in recent generations. 
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Two Birds: One For 
‘Evil Speech’ and One 

For ‘Good Speech’
Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

The pasuk says, “The Kohen shall com-
mand and shall take for the person being 
purified (from the affliction of Tzora’as) 
two live, pure, birds…” [Vayikra 14:4]. 
The Zohar cryptically comments that one 
bird atones for evil speech and one bird 
atones for good speech.
The Tzora’as that is mentioned in this 

week’s Parsha is not the physical affliction 
commonly translated as leprosy. Rather, 
it is a spiritual affliction, which manifests 
itself in a physical way. Our Sages say 
that the word Metzorah (meaning one 
who has the disease of Tzora’as) is a 
contraction of the words “Motzi Rah” [one 
who spews forth evil], because Tzora’as 
comes as a punishment for ‘evil speech’ 
(lashon haRah). However, the Zohar is 
also informing us that the second bird 
comes to atone for ‘good speech’. What 
does this mean?
The Shemen HaTov offers the following 

explanation. There are two reasons why 
a person would be afflicted with Tzora’as: 
for speaking evil and for improperly using 
the gift of speech. Improperly using the 
gift of speech means abstaining from ut-
tering “good speech,” when that is called 
for. Just as speaking gossip can some-
times destroy a marriage, a partnership, 
or a friendship, so too, sometimes speak-
ing words of encouragement and friend-
ship can take a person who is depressed, 
lonely and disheartened, and bring him 
back to life. Sometimes, merely with-
holding that little compliment, the “Good 
morning”, the “How are you doing?”, 
“Thanks”, “Nice Job” can destroy a per-
son. The Zohar is informing us that the 
sin of Lashon Harah includes both ‘Evil 
Speech’ and withholding ‘Good Speech’. 
Sometimes withholding the compliment 
or the good word can be as destructive 
as speaking evil.
Perhaps we can expand on this by ex-

plaining that these two sins – speaking 
evil and failing to speak well of some-
one really stem from the same sin. If 
we analyze the deeper nature of the sin 
ofLashon Harah, we discover that these 
are really two sides of the same coin. 
If we ever want to discover the root of 

something in the Torah, an approach to 
use is to look at the first place that it 
occurs in the Torah. When we examine 
what happened in the first place where 
the Torah mentions something, we can 
find the key to understanding what the 
mitzvah or prohibition is all about.
The Snake spoke the first ‘Lishna Bisha’ 

[Evil Speech] in the Torah. Chava refused 
the Snake’s suggestion to eat from the 
Tree of Knowledge, explaining that G-d 
had forbidden them to eat from it. The 
Snake dismissed this as a sinister plot 
on G-d’s part. “G-d knows that when you 
will eat from that Tree, your eyes will be 
opened and you will become god-like…” 
[Bereishis 3:5] Rashi elaborates on the 
Snake’s argument: “Every professional 
hates competition. G-d ate from that 
tree, and then acquired the knowledge to 
create the world. He is jealous and does 
not want you to have the same capabili-
ties as Him.
Adam had the best situation imaginable. 

He was sitting in the Garden of Eden. 
Angels fed him. Nothing could be bet-
ter! However, then the Snake came and 
argued – “Nah! It is not so perfect. You 
do not have the Tree of Knowledge; you 
are not god-like!” The Snake looks at a 
situation that is virtually perfect and finds 
fault with it. He focuses on the flaw.
This is the essence of Lashon Harah. 

Lashon Harah is not so much a crime of 
the mouth. It is a crime of perception. 
Someone can look at his neighbor and 
see a nice person, see talents, and see 
accomplishments. Alternatively, a person 
can look at the same person and see 
only his shortcomings and flaws. A per-
son who gravitates to Lashon Harah has 
a jaundiced eye on the world. The root 
of this sin is always picking out the bad, 
rather than the good. The glass is always 
half empty.
The other classic example of Lashon 

Harah in the Torah concerns the Spies. 
They went to Eretz Yisroel. The fruits 
were huge and delicious. G-d preoccu-
pied everyone with burials so that they 
would not notice the spies. What did the 
spies see? “A land which consumes its 
inhabitants” [Bamidbar 13:32]. It takes 
a perverse talent to find the wicked in a 
virtually idyllic situation.
If that is the case, the Zohar’s refer-

ences to ‘Good speech’ and ‘Evil Speech’ 
are really references to the same thing. 
We speak evil about someone because 
we fail to see the good in him. We only 
focus on the negative. Likewise, when 
we see a person do something nice, and 
a mere compliment would cause him to 
feel good, but we cannot be generous 
enough of spirit to offer that compliment, 
this is also because of the same jaun-
diced approach, the inability to see and 
appreciate the good. Lashon Harah boils 
down to a stinginess of perception. It is 
not so much a crime of speech; rather it 
is a crime of how a person perceives the 
world.
Rabbeinu Yonah (1200-1263) cites the 

following parable in his Sharei Teshuvah 
on the pasuk “the foolish person points 
out the evil, but the straight person sees 
the positive” [Mishlei 14:9]: Two people 
walked past a carcass. The carcass was 
putrid. One person said, “That stench is 
horrible”; the other person said, “Look 
how white its teeth are”. Rabbeinu Yonah 
says that the first person is called foolish 
and the second person is called straight. 
The fact that the first person saw the 
negative does not mean that he is bad, 
but he is foolish because a person who 
only focuses on the negative becomes a 
negative, destructive, and bitter person. 
A person who speaks Lashon Harah has 
the strongest negative impact on himself. 
Forget about righteousness, forget about 
right and wrong – such a character trait 
is simply foolish!
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Nobel Prize

A man is driving down a coun-
try road when he spots a farmer 
standing in the middle of a huge 
field of grass. He pulls the car over 
to the side of the road and notices 
that the farmer is just standing 
there, doing nothing, looking at 
nothing.

The man gets out of the car, 
walks all the way out to the farm-
er and asks him, "Ah excuse me 
mister, but what are you doing?"

The farmer replies, "I'm trying to 
win a Nobel Prize."

"How?" asks the man, puzzled.

"Well I heard they give the Nobel 
Prize to people who are out stand-
ing in their field."

Job Description

A man in a hot air balloon re-
alized he was lost. He reduced 
altitude and spotted a woman 
below. He descended a bit more 
and shouted,” Excuse me, can you 
help? I promised a friend I would 
meet him an hour ago, but I don't 
know where I am."

The woman below replied, "You 
are in a hot air balloon hovering 
approximately 30 feet above the 
ground. You are between 40 and 
41 degrees north latitude and 
between 59 and 60 degrees west 
longitude."

"You must be an engineer," said 
the balloonist.

"I am," replied the woman. "How 
did you know?"

"Well," answered the balloonist, 
"everything you told me is tech-
nically correct, but I have no idea 
what to make of you, and the fact 
is I am still lost. Frankly, you've not 
been much help so far."

The woman below responded, 
"You must be in management."

"I am," replied the balloonist, "but 
how did you know?"

"Well," said the woman, "you don't 
know where you are or where you 
are going. You have risen to where 
you are, due to a large quantity of 
hot air. You made a promise which 
you have no idea how to keep, and 
you expect people beneath you to 
solve your problems. The fact is 
you are in exactly the same posi-
tion you were in before we met, 
but now, somehow, it's my fault!"

The CEO OF IKEA

The CEO of IKEA was just elected 
president in Sweden.

He should have his cabinet to-
gether by the end of the week.

Changing the Baby

After a young couple brought 
their new baby home, the wife 

suggested that her husband should 
try his hand at changing diapers.

"I'm busy," he said, "I'll do the 
next one."

The next time came around and 
she asked again. The husband 
looked puzzled, "Oh! I didn't mean 
the next diaper. I meant the next 
baby...!"

And the Winner Is

The father of five children had 
won a toy at a raffle. He called his 
kids together to ask which one 
should have the present.

“Who is the most obedient?” he 
asked. “Who never talks back to 
mother?

Who does everything she says?”

Five small voices answered in 
unison.

“Okay, dad, you get the toy.”

The Witness

A boy who was a witness to 
a crime was called to testify in 
court. He was approached by the 
defense attorney who asked, "Did 
anyone tell you what to say in 
court?"

"Yes, sir," answered the boy.

"I thought so," said the attorney. 
"Who was it?"

"My father, sir."

"And what did he tell you?" the 
attorney asked accusingly.

"He said that the lawyers would 
try to get me all tangled up, but if 
I told the truth, everything would 
be all right."

Speed Camera

A motorist caught by a speed 
camera received notification of 
a fine in the mail, plus a picture 
of his vehicle. Duly impressed, he 
sent back the notification along 
with a photo of a $100 check to 
pay the fine.

Lessons to live by
Plagiarism saves time.
If at first you don't succeed, try 

management.
Never put off until tomorrow 

what you can avoid altogether.
TEAMWORK ... means never hav-

ing to take all the blame yourself..
We waste time, so you don't have 

to.
A snooze button is a poor substi-

tute for no alarm clock at all.
When the going gets tough, the 

tough take a coffee break.
INDECISION is the key to FLEXI-

BILITY.
Succeed in spite of manage-

ment.
Aim Low, Reach Your Goals and 

Avoid Disappointment.

Jokes

For all advertisment inquiries plesase email adsinbet@gmail.com

Daf Yomi Siyum Mesechtas Shkalim 
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The future of Holocaust remembrance
Rabbi Y. M. Lau & G. Taylor Share

March of the Living
Yossi Zeliger

Yom Hashoah is a day when Jews in their homeland and around 
the world remember their 6 million brothers and sisters who 
were so cruelly persecuted, hunted and murdered during the 
Holocaust.

As we contemplate the future of this solemn and meaningful 
day of remembrance, and how it may be maintained as the years 
and generations pass, we must look at how we educate the next 
generation about the events of the Holocaust. Critical to the future 
of Holocaust remembrance, education only works to sustain 
those lessons learned if students—now, many decades removed 
from the events of World War II—understand the context of the 
Holocaust. The goal must be to educate future generations on how 
the words we use, both good and bad, give life to our present and 
future.

The date of Yom Hashoah, observed annually on the 27th of the 
Hebrew month of Nissan, was chosen as it coincides with the 
period of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising—a brave but doomed 
month-long revolt of Jewish resistance fighters who defied the 
Nazis and fought for their dignity. But how can we properly 
commemorate or uphold this day of remembrance when so many 
young people around the world do not know about the Shoah, or 
more importantly, its causes?

A recent study of Holocaust knowledge and awareness across the 
United States found that, while there were more than 40,000 
camps and ghettos in Europe during World War II, 48 percent 
of millennial respondents could not name even one of 
them. In a similar study of Canada in 2018, some 43 percent of 
Canadian adults could not name a camp or ghetto established by 
the Nazis. In the European countries of Austria and France, those 
numbers were higher but still indicated a tremendous gap in 
knowledge.

This is not just about the history of the Jews. This is about the 
history of the world and is at risk of being forgotten. As frustrating 
as it is, this is where we find ourselves. Which 
brings us back to the question: How can we sustain 
remembrance through education?

One way to enhance Holocaust knowledge is to provide 
a personal connection. In Holocaust education, this 
is often accomplished through firsthand testimonies 
of survivors who experienced persecution, roundups, 
ghettos, deportations and concentration camps. Seeing 
and hearing Holocaust survivors share their stories of 
survival creates a personal connection to those events 
for students, making the information easier to identify 
with.

Sadly, we are losing the last generation of survivors. 
And for this generation of students, simply learning 
about the camps, crematoria and death trains may 
not be enough to conceptualize such overwhelming 
horrors. In truth, survivors do not visit schools and 
relive the darkest moment of their lives simply to 
provide a history lesson. Rather, they are insistent 
on sharing their testimony with students so that 
something even remotely like the Holocaust does not 

happen again. Their goal in visiting with students and teachers 
is to show them how the thoughts and words impact the world 
around them. Ideas and words lead to actions, which can have 
unimaginable and devastating effects.

This week, a survivor-led, digital campaign was launched by 
the Claims Conference. #ItStartedWithWords  (log into 
projectwitness.org )was created to show through survivor 
testimony that the horrific events of the Holocaust didn’t come 
out of nowhere; it started with words. The campaign will post 
weekly videos of survivors from across the world reflecting 
on those moments that led up to the Holocaust—a period of 
time when racist ideology, transmitted in person and through 
the media, turned longtime neighbors, teachers, classmates 
and colleagues into dangerous foes when words of hate were 
transformed into acts of unprecedented violence.

The importance of this campaign is how it highlights not the 
actual roundups, deportations and mass murders, but rather, 
the words of an extreme xenophobic ideology, utterances of hate, 
racism and intolerance that preceded the Holocaust.

It is difficult to conceive how one would react if forced to flee one’s 
home and community with just the clothes on one’s back, running 
to escape murderous predators. It may be hard to imagine the 
rounding up of tens of thousands of people in the town centers 
to have them systematically sent to their deaths. It is nigh on 
impossible to visualize a gas chamber with a line of people going 
in and a stack of bodies coming out. But it is certainly our present-
day reality seeing people hurling odious epithets at others and 
treating them as sub-human, unworthy of basic human rights, due 
only to their culture, religion, sexual preference or color of their 
skin.

These moments—moments of hate, xenophobia and racism—
could be the beginnings of larger atrocities we just cannot 
imagine. Teaching tolerance and acceptance in our schools, 
and how the words we use matter greatly, will help pave the 
way to a better history that we have not yet created. This is 
the Holocaust education that must be the future of our 
remembrance.

Gideon Taylor is the president of the Claims Conference on 
Jewish Material Claims Against Germany. Rabbi Israel Meir 
Lau is a former Chief Rabbi of Israel, currently chairman of the 
Yad Vashem Council and a Holocaust survivor
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The Fancy Glass of Water 
 Rav Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, once left 
his family and students to go to Paris 
to try to influence the assimilated 
Jews there to return to Torah Juda-
ism. One day, he entered an elegant 
hotel to meet some wealthy Jews who 
frequented that hotel. He sat down in 
the lobby and ordered a glass of wa-
ter. When the waiter brought him the 
bill, it was for an exceedingly high 
amount of money, and he asked the 
waiter why the bill was so high, sim-
ply for a cup of water. The waiter 
responded that Rav Yisroel was not 
paying merely for a glass of water. 
The charge included the surroundings 
and ambience in which he drank the 
water. He was paying for the exquisite 
furniture, lighting, carpeting, and 
stunning surrounding view, as well as 
the water.  
Later, Rav Yisroel wrote the follow-
ing letter to his students: “For a long I 
have been puzzled by the fact that we 
recite a very lofty and all-inclusive 
Brachah for a plain glass of water. 
We say, ‘Shehakol Nihiyeh Bidvaro’, 
which means that through Hashem’s 
word, everything came to be. “But 
from the words of a gentile waiter in 
Paris, I learned that we are not 
merely thanking Hashem for the glass 
of water, we are expressing our ap-
preciation for the magnificent sur-
roundings in which Hashem serves 

the water to us. We are thanking 
Hashem for the fresh air we breathe 
as we drink that water, & for the sun 
that gives us light, and for the tree 
that shades us. In short, whenever we 
thank Hashem for one thing, we 
should use it as an opportunity to 
thank Hashem for everything.  
The Crying Woman & The Jerusalem 

Tzadik  
During the early 1900’s Rabbi Yosef 
Chaim Sonnenfeld (1848-1932) served 
as Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem. He lived 
in the Old City but would travel any-
where to perform a berit milah. 
 One day, Reb Yosef Chaim was 
asked to perform a berit milah on an 

infant whose parents lived in one of the poverty-stricken areas of the city. On the designated day, 
he made his way to the neighborhood of the young couple. He knew there would be very few people 
at the milah, for the family had no money to tender a festive meal afterwards. As Reb Yosef Chaim 
entered the courtyard of the apartment complex, he heard a baby cry. The sound was coming from 
the building where the milah was to be. He followed the voice and knocked on the door. A young 
woman answered the door. “Mazal tov,” said Reb Yosef Chaim. “I am here to do the berit milah 
for your son.” “Oy, Rebbi,” sighed the woman. “I only wish you were in the right house!” Seeing 
the great Rabbi unexpectedly, the woman started crying. “Rebbi, I have been married so many 
years and my husband and I have no children. Please bless me.” Then she added, “The child is next 
door; it’s my neighbor who had the baby.” She turned away, wiping her tears in embarrassment 
for her brazenness in asking the great sadik for a berachah. She was ashamed that she had broken 
down and revealed her plight.  
Reb Yosef Chaim felt terrible that he had been the cause of the woman’s anguish. By walking into 
the wrong apartment he had inadvertently brought forth her sad situation. Reb Yosef Chaim said 

softly & compassionately, “I give you a berachah that I should come back to your home next year 
and it won’t be a mistake. It will be for a simchah.” 
 A year later the woman had a little boy, and Reb Yosef Chaim was called to perform the berit 
milah. It was the only child the woman ever had. (Reflections of the Maggid) Shabbat Shalom from 
Cyberspace as compiled by Rabbi David Bibi. 
Shabbat is Sacred 
 Years ago, two brothers from the community owned a jewelry store in Williamsburg. Erev Shab-
bat, the alarm company called one of the brothers to notify him that his safe was triggering the 
alarm, because it was left open. The brothers contemplated asking for a heter—allowance in order 
to get a car to Williamsburg to check on the safe, but they were uncomfortable with the idea of 
desecrating Shabbat, no matter what the issue. They decided to ignore the alarm company’s warn-
ing. All through Shabbat, the men tried to enjoy like it was any other, but every hour, the alarm 
company called their houses and left messages saying that the safe was open. They had emunah 
that everything would be okay, and they took their time and waited until a few hours after Shabbat 
was over to go check on the safe. When they got there, they saw the store had been robbed. Jewelry 
cases were broken, glass was everywhere. One of the brothers went to the safe and prayed that 
nothing was taken from it. The items in the displays were just the tip of the iceberg to what was 
inside the store’s safe. Baruch Hashem, the safe was locked, and everything inside was intact. 
 The police were at the store, and they asked the owners why it took so long for them to arrive, as 
the robbery had been the night before. The brothers explained it was the Sabbath, and they could-
n’t come in order to keep the day sacred. The police officer was amazed. “Come with me,” he said 
to them. He led the men upstairs, where he directed them to a hole in the floor, with some protrud-
ing wires, abandoned guns. and a perfect view of the safe. “You see,” said the officer, “These men 
that came were professionals. They played with the wires to trigger the alarm. Once the owners 
showed up, they would open the safe to check on its contents, and the burglars would shoot them 
and clear it out. They triggered your alarm every hour to get you here, and you didn’t come. If not 
for your Sabbath, you would’ve lost your money, and your lives.” Jack E. Rahmey as based on the 
Torah teachings of Rabbi Amram Sananes. 

Shabbos Table Stories 
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SEFIR A

MISSING A DAY 
OF SEFIRA 

There is a machlokes rishonim if the 
49 days of counting sefira are one big 
mitzvah, or 49 separate mitzvos. A ba-
sic difference between these opinions 
will be in regards to someone who 
missed a day. If it is one big mitzvah, 
the mitzvah was lost, and one can no 
longer continue to count. If each night 
is an independent mitzvah, one can 
continue to count. 

How do we pasken? If one missed a 
day of sefira, can he continue to count 
or not? The Shulchan Aruch rules that 
one should continue to count, but 
not with a brocha. The reason for this 
compromise is because many ris-
honim hold that the mitzvah was not 
lost, and one should definitely con-
tinue to count. However, since other 
rishonim hold that the mitzvah is lost, 
when it comes to a brocha, the rule is 
that when in doubt – whether or not 
to recite a brocha – you do without. 
Therefore, in this case of missing a 
day of sefira, since it is a machlokes, 
one should count without a brocha. 

It is interesting to note that the 
Divrei Chaim ruled that we can rely on 
the many rishonim who hold that the 
mitzvah has not been lost, and one 
can actually continue to count with a 
brocha. His reasoning is that when a 
person does not recite a brocha, he 
will think that he is not really fulfilling 
any mitzvah and won’t be careful to 
continue counting every night. He 
therefore rules that one should recite 
a brocha, following the rishonim who 
allow it. However, the consensus of 
the poskim is that one should not 
recite a brocha. 

Although we mentioned earlier the 
opinion of the Sefer Hachinuch, that 
one must first state the previous day’s 
sefira, the Biur Halacha points out that 
the poskim do not make mention of 
this requirement, and one can contin-
ue to count – without mentioning the 
previous day’s sefira – albeit without 
a brocha. 

However, it is important to realize 
that according to many rishonim the 
mitzvah is still going strong, and one 
should be sure to count. The only rea-
son a brocha is not recited is because 
we are concerned about a brocha 
l’vatalah. The Mishna Berura, there-

fore, adds that if possible one should 
try to hear the brocha from the chaz-
zan or someone else, and that way he 
will fulfill the mitzvah of counting with 
a brocha.  

BEING MOTZI SOMEONE ELSE 
WITH THE BROCHA

Now that we have seen that one 
who missed a day of counting can 
no longer count with a brocha, the 
question arises as to what a chazzan 
or rav should do if he missed one day 
of sefira. If he is unable to count with 
a brocha, and everyone realizes that 
he missed a day, he may get embar-
rassed. A possible solution would be 
for the chazzan or rav to ask some-
one who is counting with a brocha to 
listen to his brocha and be yotzei with 
the brocha. That way the brocha will 
definitely be valid. Is he allowed to 
do this? This a two-fold question: 1) 
Can one recite a brocha on behalf of 
someone, if that person is able to do 
so on his own?  2) The rule of thumb 
is that one can only recite a brocha on 
behalf of someone else if he himself is 
also required in the mitzvah. Is some-
one who missed a day considered one 
who is required in the mitzvah?

As far as the first question: Can one 
recite a brocha on behalf of someone 
else, if the person can really do so on 
his own? The Shulchan Aruch rules 
that this should only be done when 
the other party does not know how to 
recite the brocha on their own. Ac-
cording to that ruling, it should not be 
allowed to say the brocha of sefira for 
someone who can recite the brocha 
himself. However, the Mishna Brura 
quotes the Pri Chodosh who rules that 
one can recite the brocha on behalf 
of others, even if the other person is 
capable of saying the brocha himself. 
According to that, it would be allowed 
for a chazzan or rav to be motzi some-
one else with the brocha, even if that 
person knows how to recite the bro-
cha himself.

To be continued…

SUMMARY
If one missed a day of sefira he must 

continue to count, but not recite the 
brocha. Preferably, he should hear the 
brocha from someone else. There is a 
machlokes if one can recite the bro-
cha to be motzi others.
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please send a request to: Secretary@18forshay.com, or 
follow the prompts on our website 18Forshay.com. 

Recorded shiurim are also available on CD at the 
shul – 18 Forshay Main Lobby. 

All shiurim delivered at the Kollel Boker, Night Kol-
lel, or any of our various programs, such as Legal 
Holidays and Yeshiva Bein Hazmanim are open to all. 
Come and join the many who enjoy these informative 
and intriguing shiurim!
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STAM YEINUM – 
PART OF YAYIN NESECH

Stam yeinum – wine 
handled by a non-Jew – is 
included in the issur of yayin 
nesech, and one cannot even 
derive any benefit from the 
wine. There are a number of 
ways to explain this:

1)	 Tosfos – The main 
concern is intermarriage. 
However, since it is similar to 
yayin nesech, they considered 
it part of the issur of yayin 
nesech, and it is therefore 
forbidden to derive any benefit 
either.

2)	 Ran – The reason they 
gave an issur to stam yeinum 
is because otherwise people 
might come to allow yayin 
nesech. If one is seen deriving 
benefit from stam yeinum, 
others may mistake this wine 
with yayin nesech, and come 
to the false conclusion that 
one is allowed to derive benefit 
from yayin nesech.

3)	 Rashba (based on the 
Chasam Sofer) – There is 
always a slight chance that 
a non-Jew did not merely 
handle it, but actually used it 
for idol worship. Chazal told 
us that one must be concerned 
with this possibility, and one 
may not derive any benefit 
from the wine.

The Bach points 
out that there is a difference 
between these reasons in 
regards to an area that has no 
idol worshippers. According 
to the first reason that they 
gave it the same status of yayin 
nesech, it will still be forbidden 
to derive any benefit, although 
there are no idol worshippers 
around. 

But, according to the 

second reason that people will 
confuse the wine with yayin 
nesech, there should be no 
such concern, since there are 
no idol worshippers around. 
The Rama, indeed, writes that 
today when there are not so 
many idol worshippers, some 
allow having benefit from their 
wine.

Based on the words of 
the Bach, we can say that the 
same will be true for the third 
reason. Being that there are no 
idol worshippers around, there 
would be no concern that the 
wine was used for idol worship 
and one would be allowed to 
have benefit from their wine.

One more nafka mina 
can be in regards to the level 
of the prohibition. According 
to the first reason, the Ritva 
writes that it has the status of 
a Scriptural prohibition, since 
they gave it the same status of 
yayin nesech. Therefore we can 
say that it will be forbidden, 
even if there is a doubt. This 
is based on the rule “safeik 
d’oraisa l’chumra” – when 
it comes to a question on a 
Scriptural prohibition we 
must be stringent. We find 
this concept in regards to 
Tisha B’Av. Even though it is 
rabbinically mandated, it has 
the stringency of a Scriptural 
fast, and one cannot eat even 
during bein hashamshos – the 
twilight period. Although it 
is only a safeik, and one may 
suggest that we can be more 
lenient, halacha rules that we 
must be more stringent, as if it 
was a Scriptural prohibition. 

But, according to the 
second and third reason stam 
yeinum is a rabbinical concern 
– either because people can 
confuse stam yeinum with 
yayin nesech or that we must 
be concerned that it was used 

for idol worship. Therefore, 
we would apply the rule 
“safeik d’rabanan l’kula” – 
when it comes to a question 
on a rabbinacal prohibition 
we can be lenient – and it will 
not be forbidden if there is a 
doubt. 

SUMMARY

Stam yeinum is 
forbidden even to derive 
benefit because it is part of 
yayin nesech, people may 
confuse it with yayin nesech, 
or because there is a concern 
that it was used for idol 
worship. A difference will be 
in regards to a place that has 
no idol worshippers. 

KOLLEL NEWS

As the new zman 
begins, the Kollel Boker will 
be starting the 6th perek in 
Meseches Brochos. This 
intriguing perek – Keitzad 
Mevarchin – goes into great 
detail of all the hilchos 
brochos on foods and drinks. 
Every person is supposed 
to recite 100 brochos daily. 
But do you really say the 
correct brocha? What brocha 
you are really supposed to 
make on pizza or mezonos 
bread? These and many other 
halachic quandaries will be 
explored. Come and seize 
the opportunity to become 
proficient in this fundamental 
area of halacha! The Kollel 
Boker meets every morning 

from 7:00-8:00.

The Night Kollel will 
be covering hilchos sheva 
brochos. Who qualifies as 
panim chadashos? Do you 
need a minyan to recite the 
sheva brochos? These are just 
some of the halachos which 
will be covered. Come join us 
and learn what it is all about! 
The Night Kollel is from 8:15-
9:45, with Mincha or Maariv 
available before or after.

As in the past, we 
will b’ezras Hashem, have 
experts and professionals with 
featured shiurim on these 
fundamental topics. Now is 
the time to join one of our 
many learning programs and 
keep the momentum going! 
Come join the Ohr Chaim 
family, and the many that 
start off their day or end their 
day with some exciting and 
invigorating Torah learning. 

For more information 
about the Kollel Boker, 
Night Kollel, and much 
more – please call 845 
- 372 - 6618, or email: 
Rabbischeiner@18forshay.
com.

Wishing you a 
Wonderful Shabbos,

Rabbi Nachum 
Scheiner
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“ Thank you very much for supporting 
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