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DEAR KEHILLA,

PARASHET
TAZRIA

The world that we live in is quite different
from the rest of the nations of the world.
The Jewish world follows an order that
night comes before the day, while other
nation’s day precedes night. Metaphorical-
ly speaking the darkness or difficult times
comes before the good times. People that
live a life that day comes before the night
might have a good time but as time pass-
es and they don't accomplish or accumu-
late, their world only gets darker.

When living night preceding day, the reality
is that before day break it's the darkest
moment in time. When we experience
painful times it's important to know in the
darkest hour to hang in there as this is
the sign that it's almost over, dawn will
break soon. Anything of great worth is
earned through toil and challenges. Imag-
ine a world where you can buy children

in Walmart for $19.99 (at least there is a
good return policy-save the receipt!), would
children have a value? The more the pain
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the more the appreciation and pleasure
for what was obtained. The Chasam Sofer
explains that Hagger had Yismael with
Avraham immediately, while Sara had to
wait 70 years. This was because in order
to have a Yismael, you don’t need prepa-
ration but to have a Yitzchak you need 70
years of Tefilla.

The Parasha speaks of two subjects that
seem to have nothing in common; having
children and the laws of Tzarat. Children
are a good thing and Tzarat, not so much
fun. The lesson is to depict the contrast of
the two ways of life. A long term invest-
ment, which has tremendous gains over
time versus short term pleasure of gos-
sip that eventually leaves one alone and
friendless. When one receives tzarat, he
is sent out of the camps to live alone. You
may enjoy the moment of knocking some-
one or feel elevated when speaking down
about a person but it's only temporary.
Ultimately this pleasure will cause much
sorrow and loneliness because what goes
around comes around. Long term pleasure
comes with having children, that although
difficult at times, (ok, lots of times!) the
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satisfaction and joy of building a better
world and an extension of one’s self, is
enormous.

The word for pleasure in the torah is
Oneg, spelled Ayin, Nun, Gimel. The word
for extreme pain is nega; nun, gimel, ayin.
The gossiper is an individual that chooses
nega over oneg, one that puts his ayin tov
last and not first.

We live at a time where there is a silent
cry radiating from the hearts and souls of
our fellow Jews. These people live in shad-
ows and shade and do not see a future

of light. How can we transform someone’s
darkness and help them hang on until
dawn breaks? Sometimes a validating

and listening ear can help lighten a heavy
burden. Let’s all resolve to be sensitive and
aware of others who may need our at-
tention and care. Let's make sure no one
ever feels alone like a person with Tzarat,
removed from the camp or the community.
May we all be spared of any nega and only
be blessed with an abundance of oneg.
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' Rabbi Coren

PARSHAS HACHODESH

This coming Shabbas is a very aus-
picious Shabbas. It's Rosh Chodesh
which itself is a big day; it is also the
first of the month of Nissan which is a
month that as the Mishna Berura ex-
plains is considered ‘All Kodesh’ - all
holy. In fact during the entire month
we don’t say Tachanun or give eulo-
gies unless it's for a Talmid Chacham
who was just niftar. The reason for
omitting these passages is that when
the majority of the days in a month
are those of Yom Tov during which
we don't recite Tachanun, the whole
month takes on the holiness of the
holidays. In addition, the fact that we
read from three Sifrai Torah on this
day signifies the availability of what
is called ninix 1an -- greater spiritual
lights.

Let’s fully appreciate this month by
first defining the term Kodesh. It is
equally important to also understand
what we say at the beginning of the
Haggadah at the Pesach seder-- 71>
wTIn wxn. Many of us focus on the
obligation of telling the nx'x' 7190
nnyn and all that is included in the
event. The Malbim, however, in his
brilliant explanation to the Haggadah,
asks why we undertake to tell our
children the story of Yetzias Mitzray-
im on Rosh Chodesh Nissan. The
Malbim provides the answer to his
own question: He states that when
Hashem introduces the mitzva of
Pesach and all its details, He begins
with description of the holiday of Pe-
sach within the context of the month
of Nissan. | think we can expand on
the words of the Malbim by going
back to our first question-- what does
the fact that Nissan is referred to as
Kodesh really mean to us?

Just to spice things up we will add
another insight that the Malbim says
regarding the seemingly redundant
statements in the opening paragraph
of nx'y'l p"¥Na Y197 nvn 0Ty
N'101 YNTAI NPT T2 DWUN DPI9R .

i Aaron Lankry
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There are many questions but we will focus
on the last words njtn T and n'1va yir.
What does the Baal Haggadah want to
bring out with these terms?

In order to better understand, let’s first
define the word Kodesh. Kedusha can be
defined as a place, time or person that

has been designated or separated out for

a greater awareness of the Creator of the
universe, i.e. Hashem. When we say some-
one, something or time is ‘holy’ — kadosh-
we are confirming that we are consciously
experiencing something beyond the phys-
ical reality that we know of as n%71y - world.
When a guest was in the presence of a per-
son such as Reb Chaim Kanievsky z’| while
he sat learning or was conferring a blessing
on someone, the visitor was able to feel
elevated to a more transcendental place
beyond time and which defies the normal
laws of nature as we seem to know them.

This is the essence of the month of Nissan
(see Aruch HaShulchan in his intro to the
month of Nissan.) It is the month that the
Jewish nation was born, a month that tran-
scends both nature and time. This is the

injunction that Pesach night is supposed to
pass on to the next generation and the di-
rective begins on Rosh Chodesh. Because
of its importance, there is a consideration
to fulfill the obligation of nxxn nx'x' 190
today and not wait till the 15th of the month.
However the Baal Haggadah teaches us
through the teaching of Chazal that the
ultimate level, the highpoint of the month
of Nissan is on Pesach night itself when
we can totally transcend this world using
the mitzvos that are unique to the night of
Pesach-- the matzot, four cups of wine,
marror and the story itself that we not only
need to narrate but to actually experience
physically; we must envision ourselves as if
we were coming out of our “Mitzrayim “ and
reach such a high level that we burst into
song and praise with Hallel, a song which
is usually sung during the day and not at
night. Because Pesach night is actually like
day &' Ixd n'7'7 we are able to sing Hallel
at night.

May we be Zoche to fully experience all of
the above. Good Shabbas, Good Chodesh
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Rabbi YY Jacobson

SING THEIR SONG

Somebody once asked a wise and
deep man, “What is love?” He an-
swered, “Love is learning the song in
another person's heart, and singing
that song to them when they forget
it.”

When | heard that insight, it remind-
ed me of a story that happened in
my youth. | grew up in Brooklyn and
there was an elderly Jew, a survivor of
Stalinist communism. He lost his family,
he was a lone man, and together with
it all, he was a very sincere Jew. His
name was Reb Zalman Teibel. He in-
troduced to the Chassidic world a very
famous song - Ana ana avda d'kudsha
b'rich hu.” We recite this as we take out
a Sefer Torah. This was his song that he
brought to the Jewish world. He wrote
it in the 60s. Years later, as | remember
him, he was already a man in his high
80s or low 90s, and unfortunately, he
suffered from Alzheimer’s. He was
somewhat senile, so they put himin a
home for assisted living in Williams-
burg, called Eshel Avraham. He didn't
have immediate family, but fine, good
Jews took care of him.

One year, right before Yom Kippur,
somebody in Eshel Avraham said, “You
know, Rabbi Zalman is very close to the
Lubavitcher Rebbe. Let me bring him
to the Rebbe to get a piece of honey
cake before Yom Kippur, and receive a
blessing for a good and sweet year.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe had a custom
on the eve of Yom Kippur, after Min-
cha, to stand in his room, whereupon
thousands and thousands of Jews
would come by. Everybody came by
for a split second, received a piece of
honey cake and a blessing for a good
and sweet year. The line stretched
down Eastern Parkway, went up Brook-
lyn Avenue, and extended sometimes
even further, but it moved quickly.
There were many, many people, suffice
it to say.

Reb Zalman was brought from Wil-
liamsburg in a wheelchair into the
room of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. This
was the first time the Rebbe was see-
ing him after not seeing him for quite
a while. But the Rebbe observed im-
mediately that he was mentally absent.
He was just not present, and the Rebbe
started to talk to him and bless him.

The Rebbe wanted to give him cake,
but sadly, Reb Zalman didn't seem re-
ceptive to it. He wasn't fully coherent.
Time inched forward, and now it was
very close to him Kippur.

Suddenly, the Rebbe stopped the line
and started to sing. The Rebbe had a
beautiful voice. What did he sing? Reb
Zalman's tune - “Ana ana avda d'kud-

6

sha b’rich hu.”

In middle of the song, Reb Zalman
suddenly came back to life. Some-
times, ordinary words cannot trigger
the subconscious core that is very
aware of everything. But a niggun, a
melody, that comes from a person's
early years, is embedded in the deep-
est parts of their brain, of their own
neshama. And with the niggun, Reb
Zalman was back, just like the good
old days. Suddenly then, he looked at
himself and he saw that he was stand-
ing in front of his Rebbe. The feelings
of a chassid to a rebbe and a real
rebbe to a real chassid are not describ-
able. The love, the commitment, the
loyalty on both sides. Reb Zalman went
into a state of ecstasy. He couldn't
believe it. He's here, right there.

The Rebbe was so moved, and that
was when he gave him the piece of
cake, and showered him with beautiful,
stupendous blessings for a healthy
year and long years. And indeed, he
lived quite a few years more.

And then | understood what it means,
“Love is learning the song in another’s
heart, and singing that song to them
when they forget it.”

Every single person has a song. Reb
Nachman says every bush, every tree,
every animal, every plant, every insect
has a song. Certainly every Jewish soul
has a song. Every soul has its unique
song. Ahavas Yisroel doesn't just mean
| like you, | get along with you, let's
unite as words or slogans. Ahavas Yis-
roel is the courage for you and |, and
each and every one of us, to learn the
song in another person's heart. Learn
the song in your wife's heart, learn the
song in your husband's heart. Learn
the song in each of your children's
hearts. Learn the song in the hearts of
every person you encounter, and when
they forget their song, instead of get-
ting angry, instead of getting judgmen-
tal, instead of getting critical, instead
of retreating to fear or ridicule, instead,
take a deep breath and sing that song
back to them, so that they can resume
singing their own beautiful song.

When we look to unite as Jews, when
we look at the mirror and say that
there's been enough division, enough
fragmentation, enough mistrust, that
splits, the hatred and the tunnel vision
that makes us so narrow and restricted
dissolves. The Jewish people are look-
ing for expansiveness to infinity and to
enter the room with G-d where there is
space for every soul, which has its song
Hashem wants to hear.

Every single person you meet, sing
their song to them, and enable them to

come alive.

ROSH CHODESH NISSAN:
THE POWER OF RENEWAL

Based on a Naaleh.com shiur by Mrs. Shoshie
Nissenbaum

Why was kiddush hachodesh (the sanctification of the new
moon) the first mitzva given to the Jewish people?

The Seforno notes that Hashem gave us the power to de-
termine Rosh Chodesh in contrast to Shabbat, which is built
into creation. It was up to beit din to accept the witnesses
who saw the new moon and then they would consecrate the
month. Rosh Chodesh represents the energy of chiddush
(renewal). It signifies rejuvenation, rebirth, and the ability to
begin anew. This power was given into our hands.

Kohelet says, “There is nothing new under the sun.” The Mi-
drash explains that the verse refers to things under the sun,
but not above. Klal Yisrael are above nature. This means
that a Jew who is connected to Hashem and His abundant
goodness has the ability to bring chiddush into his life. By
tapping into the wellsprings of Rosh Chodesh, especially

in the month of Nissan, and making ourselves a vessel to
accept renewal, we can bring freshness and vitality into the
rest of the year.

Renewal is something beyond human intellect. We don‘t
realize on a day to day basis that we're changing. Butin
truth we are given another chance every morning to begin
again. Hashem has so much trust in us that he gives us new
opportunities every day.

The Chiddushei Harim teaches that the exile in Egypt began
because of a lack of chiddush. The Torah says “Vayakam
melech chadash (A new king arose).” The power of hitchad-
shut ,of renewing oneself in avodat Hashem was taken away
by the Egyptians. Therefore, the first step to redemption
was the mitzvah of Kiddush Hachodesh, which returned the
strength of hitchadshut into the hands of klal Yisrael.

This is the basis for what we read in the Hagadah, “Yachol
mei'rosh chodesh.” Why would we think it possible to begin
fulfilling the mitzvah of sipur yetziat mitzrayim (telling over
the story of the exodus) fifteen days earlier? The power of
hitchadshut that began on Rosh Chodesh Nissan set into
motion the redemption.

King David pleads in Tehilim, “Hashem take me out of the
cage of my soul so that | may thank your name.” Hashem
yearns for our connection. When our speech is encaged,
when our soul is restricted, expressing kavod shamayim
(the glory of His name) is difficult. This stems from a lack of
hitchadshut. The way to get out of the cage is by infusing
new vitality into our service of Hashem. This is why Rosh
Chodesh was the first mitzvah. Just as the moon waxes and
wanes, so can we. There are times we feel full and times
when we feel spiritually lacking, but we can gird ourselves
with new strength and begin again.

Rabbi Nachman of Breslov taught that a Jew should ap-
proach his avodat Hashem with freshness, newness, and
youthfulness. We must ask Hashem to open our hearts. The
world’s obsession with newness and staying young is really
our soul calling for chiddush and freshness in avodat Hash-
em. We have to trust that we can make a new start, and that
the people around us can too.

Hashem gives us the gift of Nissan at a time when the whole
world is renewing itself. We say the blessing, “Shelo chiseir
b'olamo,” nothing is lacking in this world. If we examine the
world of nature in all its intricacy we can learn bitachon. If
Hashem created all this for a tree and a dandelion, certainly
He can give me everything | need to blossom and grow. This
is the secret of the month Nissan.

Women were given the mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh because
they embody and empower the world with hitchadshut.
We were redeemed in Nissan and in the merit of righteous
women we will be redeemed.




Rabbi Reisman
A GESHMAKE THOUGHT
ON BRIS MILAH FROM RAV
PAM

Let us talk about the Parsha. Pa-
shas Tazria has of course in the be-
ginning the Mitzvah of Bris Milah. In
the Atara L'melech there is only one

piece on Tazria - Metzora and it is
regarding Bris Milah. It is a thought
that we heard Rav Pam say at many
Bris Milah's when he spoke.

The Gemara in Nedarim 32a (21
lines from the top) says that (

M"pn1 X7 n7' X'my'Rw 07 n71m
Yxi1 omw) Milah is extraordinary, the
world is Kayeim, it exists based on
Bris Milah. Freigt the Maharsha, in
the first Perek of Pirkei Avos it says
in the last Mishna (

' TN 7¥--0"j7 071VN DT NYITY 7Y
DI7wn 7v1 ,nnrn 2i1). The same
word Kayeim and it doesn't men-
tion Bris Milah. The Gemara says
(YN D'aw m i X7 n7'n K'm7'Re

)- So it should say Al Arba'a De-
varim Ha'olam Kayeim and list Bris
Milah? This is the Mahrsha's Ka-
sha.

Rav Pam suggested a Teretz based
on a Pesikta. The Pesikta says that
Unkelos Hageir asked Rav Elazar
why isn't Bris Milah in the Aseres
Hadibros. It is such a basic funda-
mental Mitzvah in Klal Yisrael that
it should have been in the Aseres
Hadibros. How you decide what is
in the Aseres Hadibros | don't know,
however, Unkelos understood that it
belongs there.

Rav Elazar answered. He said that
Bris Milah is before the Aseres Hadi-
bros. It needs explanation. Shabbos
was also given earlier. What does it
mean that Bris Milah is before? Zagt
Rav Pam Pshat, Bris Milah is before
the giving of the Torah, because
the Milah is a Hakdama for learning
Torah. The Bris Milah itself opens
up the Jewish Neshama. The Bris
Milah opens up the Orlah, opens up
the Orlas Haleiv and makes the Yid-
dishe Neshama be ready to absorb
Torah.

Rav Akiva Eiger in a Teshuva in Si-
man Mem Bais quotes from the Ole-
los Ephraim (Rav Ephraim Margoli-
us 1762-1828) the idea that Bish'as
Bris Milah there is a completion of
the Neshama of the child and it is
Mesakein, it repairs the Neshama

and makes it suitable for Limud Ha-
torah. So that, Bris Milah is actually
a Hakdama to Limud Hatorah.

Rav Akiva Eiger takes it literally. He
says that since a grandfather is ob-
ligated to teach his grandson Torah
and since Bris Milah is a Hachana
for Torah, so where there is no fa-
ther to do the Bris the grandfather is
obligated as part of the Mitzvah of
Limud Hatorah. Milah is Hakdama to
Torah. That is Pshat that it is a Hak-
dama to the Aseres Hadibros. You
need it first and then you can have
the Aseres Hadibros.

Mimeila, (071vn DT nwi7w 7y
DI7WN 7V1 ,NnRD i1, TN 2v--0nqp

), Bris Milah is the prerequisite for
all of them. (

YOXI D'AY INYpPM K7 N7 R'm7Re

). Bris Milah props up these three
things. It makes Yidden suitable for
these three things because the Bris
Milah is the Hakdama that is Me-
sakein the Neshama.

With this | understand the Minhag
to give a name at a Bris. There real-
ly is no early source or reason given
for giving a name at a Bris Milah.
Once | was traveling with Rav Pam
in a car and somebody asked a ques-
tion why we give a name at a Bris
Milah.

There is no earlier Makar. The only
K'tzas Makar is the baby that was
born to Dovid and Basheva who
died seven days old and he siill
didn't have a name. The Posuk calls
him Yeled. So it is a bit of a Makar
that we don't give a name until the
8th day but what is the explanation?
The answer is that the name is con-
nected to the Hashlamas Hanesha-
ma. Since the name is connected to
the Neshama as we understand that
we give names L'iluy Nishmas, we
connect to great people because we
understand that the name is a con-
nection to the Neshama, therefore,
by Bris Milah where the Neshama
becomes complete, that is the right
time to give a name. That is why
the night before there is a Minhag
of Vach Nacht so that there should
be Zechusim for the child to grow
up with great Zechusim for Limud
Hatorah.

This is Rav Pam's Vort regarding
Bris Milah. A Geshmake thought. If
you ever have to speak at a Bris it is

a Geshmake thought.

These shiurim have been transcribed
from an actual drasha. As speed is of
the essence, spelling and grammar may
be compromised

. Rabbi Steinfeld
ARIZONA MATZOS

Are Matzos that are baked from wheat that are grown on
salty waters, like in Arizona, Kosher? What about Matzos
baked with flour that has sugar in it?

There are four types of Matzos that are not just made from
flour and water exclusively. The first type is Matzos that

is kneaded with fruit juice which is called Matza Ashira.
The second Matzah is spiced Matzah which is made from
Dough or flour that has spices mixed into it. The third type
of Matzah where spices are added to it. The fourth type of
Matzah is Matzah that had salt added.

In Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 462:1 says that fruit juice
with no water in it does not become chametz if added in
the Matzah. One can eat it on Pesach, but one is not Yot-
zei the Mitzvah of Lechem Oni. The Rema says that in our
Medinos we do not use fruit juice in the Matzah. Unless
someone is sick or old. The Gra brings Gemara in Pesachim
36a which says that if it is not the first day of Pesach one
can eat Matzah that is made from fruit juice. The reason the
Bnei Ashkenaz do not eat Matzah made from fruit juice is
because they were worried that the fruit juice may contain
water.

The Tur in Orach Chaim 455 brings Gemara in Menachos
23b that says if one adds spices to Matzah, one is Yotzei as
it retains the taste of Matzah. The Rokeach in 283 says that
one should not add pepper as it heats up the dough and
will cause it to become chametz. Itis also brought down

in Shulchan Aruch 455:6 that one can add spices if it is not
peppers. The Mishna Berurah 46 says that the words the
Shulchan Aruch uses that it has a taste of Matzah would be
that it is kosher even on the first day of Pesach. He explains
that this would not constitute Matzah Ashira. The he adds a
Yesh Omrim that argue that it would only be Kosher the rest
of Pesach but not on the first day of Pesach.

The Hagahos Maimonies in Hilchos Chametz uMatzah 5:300
brings an opinion of the Rashbat that says spices would be
the same as kneaded in milk or honey and would be con-
sidered Matza Ashira. The Tur says that we forbid one from
adding salt to Matzah as we are mekayem the mitzvah of Al
Titosh - Toras Imecha.”

The reason why we don’t add salt to Matzah. One opinion

is based on the Rosh that says that Matzah is not called
Matzah if it is salted as it causes the Matzah to become cha-
metz much quicker as it is considered hot. The Rosh brings
a raya fro'on Pesach. What would happen if a little salt was
added? He concludes that despite the fact the Rema held
that it is assur, the little salt added to the Matzah would not
affect the Sefardim and they would be able to eat it even on
the first day of Pesach.

Based on the above that we said we really don't add salt

to Matzah is because of “Al Titosh - Toras Imecha,” since
the minhag was not based on not using flour that is grown
in salty areas it is only limited to the fact that we are not
allowed to add salt to our Matzah while it is in the state of
flour or dough. Therefore, we can rest assured that one can
use Arizona flour for Matzos even if it is grown in salty areas
or even watered with salty water. Especially since we are
makpid not to let the dough sit for more than eighteen
minutes so we don't have a chashash of chimutz.

May we all be zocheh to eat Kosher Matzos! Amen!




Rabbi Yakov Yosef Schechter

PARSHAS TAZRIA — PARSHAS
HACHODESH
A BABY’S YETZER HARA

NYWR MRY HYRwr 12 HR 1277 12:2
NYaW NRALI NIT NTHM Y IR 22
“Onvn NMT NT M DN

“Speak to B'nei Yisroel saying: When a woman

has conceived and gives birth to a male, she shall
be impure for a seven-day period, as during the
days of her Nidah flow she shall be unclean.” The
Medrash says that the Posuk of "t s nwx is
connected to the Posuk in Tehillim (139:5) 1R
11X 071 - “Last and first You have fashioned
me.” Rebbe Yochanon says that if a man merits, he
inherits two worlds: this world and the next world,
thus it is written, 131X 2 TP11MINR. Ifhe does not
merit, he will be required to give justification and
reckoning for his actions, as the Posuk says in Iyov
13:21 “pnn "dyn 7n>” - “Remove Your hand from
upon me.” What is the connection between the
Parshah of a mother becoming Tamei when she has
a child, and speaking about this Posuk in Tehillim
which the Medrash tells us is connected to matters
of Olam Hazeh and Olam Habah?

The first Posuk in the Parshah tells us
about the Tumah a mother has after childbirth,
and then immediately, the Torah tells us that a
boy is circumcised on the eighth day. What is the
connection between the Tumah of the mother
from childbirth, and the Bris Milah? Why does the
mother become Tamei with the birth of the child?
The Tumah is from the child who is born because
the Yetzer Hara enters the child. Bereishis 8:21 “»>
PAYIA P 0TRN 2% 1R - “Because the imagery
of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” Rashi says
on these words that when a child comes from his
mother’s womb, immediately, the Yetzer Hara is
placed within him. The Yetzer Tov doesn’t enter a
person until he becomes a Gadol. Much toil and
work in Chinuch is needed to counteract this great
Tumah called the Yetzer Hara. The Bris Milahis
the first step in fighting the Yetzer Hara. Shabbos
137b - At the time of the Bris Milah, the father of
the child says, “197350% 13131 " NIXN2 1IWTR WK
13°2K DN1aR W 171227 - “That we become holy
with His Mitzvos, and He commanded us to enter
into the Bris of Avrohom Avinu.” Those who are
standing respond to this and say, “0191w ow>
D 210 DwYn1 naInd n1Ind 0157 10 n1aY” - “Just
as he has entered into the Bris, so may he enter
into Torah, marriage, and good deeds.” The people
are letting the father know that just as he was
obligated to bring his son into the Bris of Avrohom
Avinu through the Mitzvah of Bris Milah, so too he
is “obligated” to bring the child to Torah, marriage,
and good deeds. The father must teach his son the
proper path in this world. If for whatever reason
the father cannot do so himself, he is obligated to
appoint someone else in his stead to ensure that
his children follow the proper path of Avodas
Hashem. This obligation on the parents begins
with the Bris Milah and follows through after. The
Tumah of the mother which comes from the entry
of the Yetzer Hara must be combatted first with
Bris Milah, and then to bring the child to Torah,
marriage, and good deeds. (21%1p)

Drush L’Parshas Hachodesh - Ye-
chezkel 46:1 “n>m°19n 13NN WY DOPYR TR 0D
NAwn D271,AwYnn "R’ NYY 7130 1°N° 0°Tp N11an
nno> wTnn o121 nne>” - “Thus says my Lord
Hashem Elokim: The gate of the Inner Courtyard
that faces eastward shall be closed during the six
days of labor, but on the day of Shabbos it shall
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be opened, and on the day of the New Moon it
shall be opened.” Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer - Rebbe
Eliezer says that the gates that were swallowed

in the ground will Le’asid Lavo, in the future days
of Moshiach, arise from the ground and return to
their place. The gates of the Inner Courtyard that
faces eastward will be closed during the six days
of the week, and on Shabbos they will open up on
their own, and then all will know that the day of
Shabbos arrived. The same applies with Rosh Ch-
odesh; Klal Yisroel would see that the doors would
open on their own, and they would then know that
at that moment, there was a new moon, and they
were being Mekadesh the Chodesh Above. What
is the meaning of this Pirkei D’'Rebbe Eliezer?
Why was it necessary for there to be a miracle

to let Klal Yisroel know when Shabbos and Rosh
Chodesh are? Isn'tit something that is revealed
to all? That which we count the months and years
based upon the moon, is after the moon had a defi-
ciency. The moon told Hakodosh Boruch Hu that
there cannot be two equally great luminaries in the
world at the same time, so Hakodosh Boruch Hu
minimized the moon, as the Gemara says in Chulin
60b. However, Le’asid Lavo, the moon will return
toits fullness, and the light of the moon will be like
the light of the sun. Therefore, it will no longer be
possible to set the months and years based upon
the moon, for it will be a full moon, and not wax
and wane. Additionally, Le’asid Lavo, we will be

in a state of naw 1915w oW, it will always be Shab-
bos - even during the weekdays. However, with
all of this said, there is an added Kedusha to the
days of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh, for those are
days that Klal Yisroel were Mekadesh it through
their special Avodah to Hakodosh Boruch Huy, of
Tefilah and being Mekayeim the Mitzvos of those
days. That added Kedusha will remain forever.
With this understanding, we can explain the Pirkei
D’Rebbe Eliezer. The gates opened on these days,
for Klal Yisroel will not be able to determine when
Rosh Chodesh is based on the moon, and not be
able to determine what day is Shabbos. The gates
will open to let Klal Yisroel know of these great
days, which will have an extra special Kedusha for
eternity because of their extra Avodas Hashem on
those days. (225 2°v)

Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the
woman in a way that she is able to carry around the
fetus for nine months. The mother and the father
must know that their job is not complete when the
child comes out. The mother is Tamei, which tells
her that she must work on herself and then obvi-
ously must also work on her child. Eight days later
comes the Bris Milah, when there is a Bris between
Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel. Each child
must go through a Shabbos Kodesh before the Bris
Milah, for the Shabbos is a time to build Emunah
in Hakodosh Boruch Hu. After there is Emunah,
there can be a true Bris. Shabbos is a time con-
nected to Olam Habah. The goal is to make Olam
Hazeh all about Olam Habah, to the point that
Olam Hazeh is also considered Olam Habah.

We must remember, that we perform
Avodas Hashem, we are performing acts of n1nxa,
everlasting acts. Parshas Hachodesh - Chodesh
Nisan, is the month of Geulah. We must be re-
minded that while there is a moon that waxes and
wanes now, Le’asid Lavo it will be no longer- it will
always be full. However, we now have the oppor-
tunity to infuse everything around us, the days, the
places, with great Kedusha. May we be Zoche to
truly increase Kedusha in this world, and be Zoche
to the Geulah Shlaima, 77K 13°1°2 nnnna!

PARSHAS TAZRIA
COLOR MY WORLD

ANIN DN YOND WU'NA M
210 NIXY? o'

King David wonders..
who wants to live the good
life?

We know what he’s get-
ting at. There’s a certain
satisfaction that comes, by
not being petty, not mak-
ing snide remarks about
others. There’s a world of
goodness out there. But
jealousy is it’'s mortal en-
emy.

Not to worry- there is an
antidote that is available
to us all, Vitamin E; Emu-
nah.

If we would only believe
that Hashem provides us
with that which is truly
ours. What greater proof
do we need than the fact
that our neighbor has what
we think we need, but we
really don’t.

Hashem is the great pro-
vider- but He knows best.
Let’s not second guess our
Creator.

At its most primal level,
Lashon Harah, speaking
ill of others..comes from
a place of jealousy, of not
being satisfied with what
we have.

That is why King David
paved a clear path for us..
If we want to truly refrain

from speaking bad (net-
zor leshoncha meirah),
we must look at life with a
double dose of goodness.
We must be an oheiv yo-
mim, liros tov, seeing the
good in everything, every
step of the way. And most
importantly, we must exude
thankfulness and grate-
fulness from every fiber
of our soul. These are the
hallmarks of a life lived
well.

In ancient times speaking
lashon horah would bring
a blemish on our lives- af-
fecting our possessions,
our houses and finally
infecting our physical bod-
ies if we failed to heed the
call.

Today, we do not have
Tzaraas but neverthe-

less the ramifications are
great- the poison of loshon
horah...can destroy the life
of the speaker as well as
the object of his scorn. It
can bring us to despair and
depression infecting our
mind and physical body,
crawling into our souls like
the worms of Tzaraas. It
hurts our minds and hearts
and stops us from feeling
the joy and love in life.

We must be careful to be
sensitive to each others
feelings. Thinking well
about everyone we know
is a tall order but as Dovid
Hamelech assures us- it
is a tried and true way to
welcome happiness into
our lives.

Good Shabbos!

BEIS NISSAN [5,680 - 1920] is the
yom hillula of Admur Shalom Dov, the 5th
Chabad Rebbe, also referred to as the RaSHaB

Nishmosoi Eiden.

The Rashab was called the Rambam of

Chassidus as his Maamorei Chassidus stand

out for their clarity and presentation of
complicated-deep Chassidic-topics in an organized and
clear fashion, much like the systematic arrangement of
Halochos in the Mishneh Torah by the Rambam.
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United We
Must Stand

By Rabbi Pinchas Winston

SOMEONE ONCE SAID THAT you can
tell how difficult something is to achieve
by how many segulos there are for it,
something you can do to spiritually in-
crease your chances of success. Some
are based on time-honored traditions
while some are meaningless. It is not
always easy to tell the difference.

Take shalom bayis—household peace—
for example. There are a lot of things
people are told to do to help with shalom
bayis, many of which are mystical by
nature. If shalom bayis was easy to main-
tain, its segulos would not be necessary.

| know a shul where every Motzei Shab-
bos after Ma’ariv they call out blessings.
“It should be a good week for parnassah!”
one person will call out, to which the rest
will answer, “Amen.” Another person will
call out, “It should be a week of good
health!” and again, they will all answer a
resounding “Amen.” Invariably someone
then yells out, “It should be a week of
shalom bayis!” and they all yell, “Amen!”
Something else that is similar and difficult
to achieve is achdus—unity. Like shalom
bayis, achdus is a highly held value. Like
shalom bayis, it is one that is hard to cre-
ate and even harder to maintain. It also
works against human nature.

Yet, unlike shalom bayis, there are few

if any segulos for achdus. Few if any

talk even about the topic. It only re-

ally becomes a serious discussion if
machlokes—disagreement—gets out of
hand, like during shul elections, for exam-
ple.

The problem with achdus, a shalom bayis
issue on a community level, is that the
lack of shalom bayis may come from a
good place. Torah emphasizes a need to
strive for spiritual excellence, which re-
sults in high expectations of others. High
standards tend to make people judgmen-
tal of one another.

The trick is to be demanding on oneself
without being demanding on others. You
have to expect a high moral standard
from yourself without imposing it on oth-
ers. If anything, we have to lead by exam-
ple, not through force or rejection. God
wants a person to break his own heart,
so-to-speak, to serve Him. He doesn’t
want a person’s heart to be broken by
someone else.

It has been said that if you want to de-
stroy the Jewish people, God forbid, just
leave them alone. They'll do it themselves
through infighting. If you want to unify
them however, then attack them. That is
when Jews of all stripes and colors actu-
ally band together.

Is achdus important? It was at Mt. Sinai.
In fact, receiving Torah seems to have
depended upon it. Therefore, the Torah
tells us that the Jewish people became
uniquely unified at that time, “k’ish echad
b’leiv echad,” like a single person with a
single heart.

Achdus also seems to have been a part
of the message of the half-shekel, given
in the desert and yearly for the Temple
upkeep. Just about everyone can afford
to give a WHOLE shekel to tzedakah.
We gave a half-shekel to emphasize the
co-dependency of Jews. As the rabbis
teach, “every Jew is a guarantor for an-
other.”

Achdus is certainly important for redemp-
tion. National redemption takes national
cooperation, a LOT of it. Otherwise peo-
ple find themselves working against one
another and undermining the efforts of
others.

Unfortunately, achdus also seems to be
something that Moshiach will have to
make happen. According to the Leshem,
the necessary spiritual ingredients to
achieve achdus before then just aren’t
available.

For any achdus? Apparently not. Sports
teams seem to have tremendous achdus,
and you can find plenty of achdus in the
business world as well. You just won’t
find all that much achdus when it comes
to moral issues and the pursuit of truth.
There are just too many people with dif-
ferent takes on both.

Even within the Torah world achdus is
elusive. All Torah Jews, by definition,
strive for the same goals: fear of God,
excellence in Torah learning, chesed,
etc. The problem is that just about ev-
ery group has its own approach to the
same objectives. They end up competing
against one another.

People mean well. It’s just that we’re all
born selfish. Torah tries to make people
selfless, but it takes a lot more effort than
some know how to put in. The end result
can be a tremendous lack of achdus.
Moshe Rabbeinu knew all this. He saw

it in everyday life, and tried to help with
this. Even though in Parshas Vayakhel he
gathered everyone together for a practical
purpose, he also wanted to instill a sense
of achdus in the nation. Whatever hap-

pened in the desert had long term spiritu-
al impacts on the Jewish nation.

For example, says the Pri Tzaddik, this is
why Moshe Rabbeinu showed the tablets
to the Jewish people before breaking
them. He wanted the Jewish people to
see them, even though they wouldn’t
receive them. Just seeing the original tab-
lets could spiritually impact their futures.
Similarly, gathering the Jewish people
together instilled a sense of achdus in
the nation. Perhaps it is this that allows
the Jewish people to unify, at least when
threatened from the outside.

This Shabbos is also Parashas HaCho-
desh, the fourth of the special Maftirs for
this time of year. We first received the
mitzvah of sanctifying the new moon in
advance of Chodesh Nissan while still in
Egypt. Therefore, we read that parsha

in advance of (or on as we do this year)
Rosh Chodesh Nissan each year.

The moon represents the Jewish nation,
which has waxed and waned over history,
like the moon. However, there is a more
powerful message built into the moon as
well. There is a message about achdus in
this mitzvah also.

The moon, for all of its brightness, has
no source of light of its own. It's merely a
rock floating in space reflecting the light
of the sun. As long as the moonisin a
position to do this, it is visible to man. If
the light of the sun cannot make it to the
moon, it “disappears.”

The Jewish people, for all of their bright-
ness, have no source of light of their own.
We’re merely a people “floating” through
history, reflecting the light of God. As long
as we’'re in a position to do so, we are
visible. If God’s light cannot make it to the
Jewish people, we disappear.

As Rashi points out, nations used to visit
the Jewish people and marvel at a single
nation with a single legal system, speak-
ing the same language and eating the
same food. This apparent unity reflected
well on the Jewish people and to the na-
tions of the world. It was a great Kiddush
Hashem.

The exact opposite is true when the Jew-
ish nation is fractured. Our disunity inter-
feres with our service of God, preventing
the Torah world from being “visible” in the
eyes of the nations. We know God’s word
best, yet the Torah world has little if any
credibility in the eyes of others. You can’t
be a light for the nations if they only see
darkness when they look at you.

It is the right time of year too. Pesach is
THE holiday that tends to unify Jews, all
around the world.
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‘ Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

SMILE. EVELYONE
1S WATCHING

Last week, four Israelis were killed, and several others
were injured, in a terrorist stabbing attack at a shopping
center and gas station in Be'er Sheva. Beautiful, innocent
souls, guilty only of being Jewish and living in the one
and only Jewish homeland, were murdered in cold blood,
reminding us yet again how our brothers and sisters in
Israel live daily with threats and dangers.

One would think a country whose citizens face terror
regularly and are surrounded by hostile enemies who
seek their extermination would be paralyzed by fear and
would be debilitated by distress. Instead, despite the daily
dangers, Israelis are remarkably happy.

According to this year’'s World Happiness Report that
was just released, Israel has climbed to its highest ranking
yet, breaking into the top 10 happiest countries in the
world. Finland came in first for the fifth year in a row, while
Afghanistan placed last at No. 146. At No. 9, Israelis are
happier than Canadians (No. 15), Americans (No. 16) and the
people of the United Kingdom (No. 17).

When the Founding Fathers included the “pursuit
of happiness” as an American right and entitlement, it
is almost as if there was an inherent concession that
happiness can be pursued, but it is hard to ever attain. For
many, that pursuit has grown tiring and indeed, they have
given up. In 2006, Harvard psychologist Daniel Gilbert
wrote a book called “Stumbling on Happiness.” In it, he
argues that the things and experiences we typically predict
and imagine will bring us happiness, rarely do. Rather, he
says, happiness is elusive, and while there are efforts we
can make, our best bet is to hope to stumble upon it.

Judaism doesn’t agree. Happiness, simcha, is not
something that we stumble or trip upon by accident. It is
the result of a conscious decision, a determined attitude.
In his Mesillas Yesharim, the Ramchal writes that simcha
is ikkar avodah, being happy and joyful is not a luxury
or simply preferable, they are critical components of a
meaningful life of serving Hashem.

We tend to think that when we are happy we smile, but
it turns out to be the opposite. Science has shown that the
mere act of smiling, engaging the micro muscles involved,
can lift your mood, lower stress, boost your immune
system, and even prolong your life. When you smile, your
brain releases neuropeptides to help fight stress. Dopamine,
serotonin, and endorphins are released that relieve pain
and bring pleasure.

As a result, choosing to smile is choosing happiness,
not only for you but for the people around you. Nicholas
Christakis, a professor at Harvard Medical School, found
that misery is not alone in liking company; happiness is
also contagious. Knowing someone who is happy makes
you 15.3% more likely to be happy yourself. A happy friend
of a friend increases your odds of happiness by 9.8%, and
even your neighbor’s sister’s friend can give you a 5.6%
boost.

In Pirkei Avos (1:15) Shammai teaches: 1. MR XY
Nia’ 0”2 1202 DTRN Y3 NR Y2pn. Shammai used to say,
receive all people with a pleasant countenance. Rav Ovadia

Bartenura provides a powerful interpretation: “When you
bring in guests to your home, do not give to them while
'your face is buried in the ground;' as anyone who gives and
'his face is buried in the ground' - even if he gave all of the
gifts in the world - it is counted for him as if he did not give
anything.” If you give someone, even generously, but you
don’t smile, it is as if you gave nothing. The smile is more
valuable than the resource you shared.

Simcha, happiness, occurs when we make the
decision to focus on the blessings in our lives, no matter
how challenging or formidable the struggles we face
simultaneously. If our happiness results from the blessings
we already have, we can always find happiness, because
we always have at least something. But if our happiness
is determined by what we don't have—*“If only | had more
money, a nicer house, a better job, a more loving spouse,
more loyal children”—we will never be happy because we
can always have more and therefore by definition there will
always be something we don’'t have.

In a recent Living with Emunah shiur, | challenged
everyone, men and women, adults and children, to make the
conscious effort to smile more, even—or especially—when
we don't feel like it. Smile before walking into the house.
Smile when the children come into the car at carpool.
Smile when greeting your family at the end of the day.

Be intentional, create the habit and routine of smiling in
the moments that will create the mood and introduce the
energy.

After the shiur, | received several emails about how
smiles changed people’s lives:

Since the end of the Emunah class today was about
smiling, thought I'd share this with you. | was at a Shabbat
meal when | was single and wasn’t in the best mood. |
guess dating was getting to me. A bunch of single guys
were there at that meal and the lady of the home told
my Rebbetzin that | need to smile more, especially if I'm
looking for a shidduch. So on Simchas Torah weekend as |
walked out of shul | started to smile going down the stairs
with hundreds of singles around, and my future husband
saw me smiling. He came over to me because | was
smiling.

Another person wrote:

Your story in the Emunah shiur brought me joy (and a
smile). Twenty-plus years ago as a young, single college
graduate, | went for a Beracha from the Kaliver rebbe. After
four hours, | was called in. The rebbe said to be happy. |
said rebbe, | am happy. He said be happy. | was like wow.

If this is all that rebbe said to me it must be a very deep
Torah concept. | am generally a very happy, positive person.
Optimistic, smiley... but those words stuck with me and

| turned my relationships, especially with Hashem, to

focus on happiness. | smiled much more. Then Hakadosh
Baruch Hu sent me my zivug. | was on the women’s side

at a kiddush in shul and my now husband saw me smiling
and asked a friend to find out who | was and set us up.
The power of a smile and emunah..we were married that
Adar! Now a gazillion sleepless nights later, several children,
thousands of rides to school, mishmar, sports, etc, | do it
with a smile. Each carpool. A smile is the first thing people
notice externally.

Don’t stumble on happiness, choose it by smiling more.
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Parshas Tazria — Parsha Pix KEY
Bald spot — Among the Torah’s discussion of various forms
of tzara’as, is tzara’as that appears on a bald spot - 13:40
Cohen Family — The only one who can issue a ruling about
tzara’as is a Kohain - 13:9
Shirt with red stain/green stain — Tzara’as on an article of
clothing is a dark shade of green or a dark shade of red —
13:49
Is it a girl or a boy — The beginning of the parsha discusses
the lengths of time a new mother is tamei after giving birth
-12:4-5
Loshon Hora — Tzara’as is primarily a punishment result-
ing from speaking loshon hora — Arachin 15b. (However, it
was a punishment for other things as well).
66 Days — After giving birth to a girl, the mother is
‘partially tamei’ for a total of 66 days, double the amount
she would be tamei if she had a boy - 12:5
White chalk/Egg Whites/ Sheep wool/Snow - Tzara’as
could be any one of these four shades of white. The kohain
had to be an expert in recognizing each one — Mishna
Negaim 1:1, Rambam Hilchos Tumas Tzara’as 1:2

The Singapore Surprise From the Desk of Yerachmiel Tilles

Two brothers from the American Wolfson family were hoping to close an important business deal in Singapore involving many tens of millions
of dollars. After much negotiation the deal was to be signed with one of the most famous tycoons of Singapore. A man treated by most as a
king, a powerful person due to his wealth, and also his character. Even though he was only a business man, many people were afraid of him.
The week the deal was to be signed the brothers arrived several days early in order to finalize the details with their lawyers, a team that worked
on the contracts. Towards the end of the week when all was ready, the signing was to take place in the office of this entrepreneur. When the
brothers arrived at the building, the arbitrator was waiting for them by the elevator. He turned to them and said, "Excuse me for bringing this
up, but here it is not a good idea to come to this meeting wearing a kipah (yarmulke, skull cap); it might offend certain people. Even though I
understand this is a religious thing, I suggest that you take it off." The brothers answered "We will not take off our kipot! It is a religious prac-
tice. Under no circumstances will we take them off." "I didn't say to throw away the kipah. Just put it in your pocket until after the signing.
Then put it on again and wear it as much as you like." "No way! We won't even consider it." They argued back and forth. The mediator finally
said, "Isn't it a pity that a deal Iworked on worth several tens of million dollars will fall through just because of a kipah but what can I do?"
"Well, if we will lose this contract, it is from Heaven, but we do not take of our kipot." The mediator had no choice but to go along with their
decision. They entered the elevator and arrived at the lavishly appointed hall where the signing was to take place. The furniture was richly up-
holstered, especially the chair at the head of the table reserved for the magnate. When he entered the room, all present stood up. He signaled
with his hand they should sit, and then he himself sat down at the head of the table. The Wolfson brothers sat on his
left side. Turning in their direction, the magnate addressed them. "Please drink some water. And don't forget to say
the "shehakol" blessing," he added. Bewildered they looked at him. What is this? To be reminded of saying a bless-
ing before drinking in Singapore by a non-Jewish businessman? How is this possible? After they said the blessing,
the entrepreneur answered "Amen." From other interactions during the meeting, they wondered if this man could
possibly be a Jew. He even had asked them in the colloquial of the Jewish people, "Did you davven (pray) shacharit
(the morning prayer) today?" "Yes." "In the synagogue?" "Yes." "With a minyan (quorum of 10 men)" "Yes." "Did
you notice that the Rabbi of the synagogue is an Ashkenazi (of European descent) Jew and the congregation is
Sepharadi (of Eastern descent)?" This last remark showed such a knowledge of Jewish internal structure that one of
the Wolfson men asked him, "Excuse me sir, but from where do you have such detailed knowledge of Jewish life?"
"I’11 tell you.I was born here in Singapore. My parents passed away when I was young, and I was adopted by a Jewish family. My adopted par-
ents were religious people. My adopted father always took me to the synagogue, so I know what shacharit is, what mincha (afternoon prayer)
is, what ma'ariv is (evening prayer) is, what the blessings are, etc. I know it all. "I never converted. I was not asked to and I stayed a gentile.
But I'm well versed in all the customs. And I respect Jewish men who are not afraid to be seen as religious, who wear a kipah on their heads."
They looked at the mediator and if to say with satisfaction "Nu, did the kipah cause harm?" In the end, in the merit of the kipah, the magnate
smoothed the conclusion of the deal. He proclaimed, "I trust these people, they are true to their religion and tradition." As a result, the signing
was done relatively quickly. The deal went through and was an enormous success. Story Told by Former Chief Rabbi of Israel
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Quarterly Report

The economy is terrible. At the beginning
of the year, the politicians promised things
would improve by the last quarter...

Well, I'm down to my last quarter and they
haven’t improved!

Saving the President...

One day the President was out walking and
he accidently tripped and fell off a bridge
into the cold water below...

Three 10 year old boys were playing along
the river and saw him fall in so they all
jumped in and saved him and dragged him
to shore.

He was so thankful that he told each of
them, “Boys, you just saved the President of
the United States and each of you deserves a
reward.”

The first boy says, “I want to go to
Disneyland!”

“I'll take you there myself!!!” exclaims the
Prez.

The second boy says, “l want a brand new
pair of autographed Air Force 1 Sneakers.”
“I'll buy them for you myself,” he says.

“And | want a motorized wheelchair with a
stereo built into it with custom speakers” the
third boy says.

The president looks at the boy and says, “But
son you don’t look like you are handicapped
to me”

The boy says, “I’'m going to be when my dad
finds out that I saved you from drowning!!”

Every once in a while, Jokes at the
BET receives critical review(s).
Analysis shows that at times our
humor is difficult for some people
to understand. Rather than educate
them or explain our sense of humor
(or lack thereof), we present our
Jokes for the comically challenged.

1. Why are eggs bad at telling
jokes?
They always crack each other up.
2. What do you call a 12-inch
nose?
A foot.
3. Why did the man fall down the
well?
Because he couldn’t see that well.
4. What animal is the worst at
hiding?
The leopard — he’s always
spotted.
5. What do you call a pony with a
sore throat?
A little hoarse.
6. If you have 13 apples in one

hand and 10 oranges in the
other, what do you have?
Big hands.

7. What starts with E, ends with
E, and has only one letter in it?
An envelope

8. What did the grape say when he
was pinched?
Nothing, he just gave a little
whine.

9. What do you call a boomerang
that won’t come back?
A stick.

10. What is red, orange, and full of
disappointment?
School pizza.

11. What did the Baby corn say to
the Mama corn?
Where is popcorn?

12. What’s the difference between
ignorance and apathy?
I don’t know, and | don’t care.

13. How did the bullet lose its job?
It got fired.

14. Knock, knock.
Who'’s there?
To.
To who?
It’s to whom.

15. My high school bully still takes
my lunch money.
But on the upside, he makes great
fries.

I hate people who use big words just to make
themselves look perspicacious.

I thought my neighbors were lovely people.
Then they went and put a password on their
wi-fi.

I thought I'd tell you a brilliant time-travel
joke, but you didn't like it.

Phone Call

A teenager girl had been talking on the
phone for 30 minutes and hung up.

Dad: “Wow, that was short! Usually you talk
for two hours. What happened?”

She: “Nothing. Just the wrong number.”

Everybody knows this situation:

That awkward moment when you start telling
a story and you realize no one’s listening, so
you slowly fade out and pretend you never said
anything.

Dear Mom and Dad,

I beg you, please stop saying, and “Don’t play
with your food.”

You spent the first 2 years of my life convincing
me that it was a plane or a choo-choo.

* Weekly Thursday Night Chabura *

YTh nv1d
Enjoy a Lively discussion of relevant Torah Topics
In a warm informal atmosphere
Hot food and beverages will be served

Thisweeks Guest speaker

Rabbi Daniel Travis snita

Rosh Kollel in Eretz Yisroel & Mechaber Seforim

10:15 PM | 20 Upstairs

Looking forward to seeing you

Yudi Steinmetz Shlomo Becker

"1 0% " 2 7" wnwa AT dwe anana"y

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER X"0'7¢

is pleased to present a shiur by

Rabbi Daniel Travis shiita

Rosh Kollel in Eretz Yisroel & Mechaber Seforim
Topic:
210 DI' NN
Thursday March 31

ytn nv1o 'aor

9:00 pm
Followed by Maariv 9:45
18 Farshay - Main Bais Medrash

12



- Chaim & Mobite p&b‘a/%'y -
Contact Chaim @8455376868

Servicing Monsey and the greater Rockland area

# THISPATCH-

whashor 845.729.4545

AVAILABLE FOR WEEKENDS.
4 BEDROOM SLEEPS 8+ 3 BATH
STUNNING KITCHEN, LARGE DINING ROOM
ON FORSHAY ROAD

PLEASE CALL 845-548-4787

PRIVATE UPDATED HOUSE
AVAILABLE FOR WEEKENDS.

5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS,
1 MIN. WALK TO 18 FORSHAY.

PLEASE CALL 845-204-8283 AND LEAVE A MESSAGE.

UV V'V V¥V N\

|||‘|‘|‘
Gar Ut
LA A A
LA

A

For all advertisment inquiries plesase email adsinbet@gmail.com




HESEIVA - SHOWING FREEDOM

As we enter Chodesh Nisan and start getting
ready for Pesach, | would like to discuss the
mitzvah of heseiva, leaning.

There is a mitzvah to lean while we eat and
drink at the seder. The reason why we lean at
the seder is to act like kings and princes, who
would eat while leaning. That is why leaning is
only required during the parts of the seder that
show our being free people, such as the drinking
of the four cups and eating matza. Maror, on
the other hand, is to remind us of the slavery,
and does not require leaning.

The Rambam (Chometz Umatza 7:6-7) adds
that leaning is not just a way to feel freedom,
but a manner of demonstrating this freedom.
Only a free person would eat in such a manner
and a slave does not. Eating in such an
elaborate fashion is pronouncing that he is a
free person.

LEANING AT THE TABLE

Rashi (Pesachim 99b), in describing the mitzvah
of leaning, writes that one must eat “on a bed,
and at the table.” Eating at a bed — or the
halachic equivalent such as a comfortable chair
— is understandable, since that enhances the
comfort of the leaning. But why is there a need
to eat at the table? Rav Chaim Brisker points
to these words of Rashi, and says that we see
from Rashi that part and parcel of the mitzvah
of leaning is to do so at a table, and not just
by holding the food in one’s hand, or having the
food on the floor.

He adds that this can be the reason for the
Shulchan Aruch’s requirement to have a

nicely set table. As the Gra writes, this is
considered a way of showing freedom. This is
an interesting requirement, as we do not find
that one should have a nice chandelier or nice
pictures on the wall. Rav Chaim explains that
it is only in regards to the table — which as we
have seen, is a prerequisite to the mitzvah of
leaning — that having a nicely decorated table is
considered a beautification of the mitzvah.

UNDERSTANDING THE MITZVAH
OF HESEIVA

Let us try to get a better understanding of the
mitzvah of leaning and understand the essence
of this mitzvah. The Brisker Rav writes that
the mitzvah of leaning can be explained in two
ways:

There is a mitzvah to lean on the night of the
seder. However, the mitzvah has a specific time
and place for its performance, such as during
the eating of the matza or the like, but it is

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

ROSH KOLLEL

really its own mitzvah.

The mitzvah of leaning is not a mitzvah of its
own, but rather the Chachamim mandated that
one must be leaning on this night while he is
eating.

The difference between these two
understandings would be in a case that one ate
the matza without leaning. Should we say that
the mitzvah of eating matza was done properly,
and the person just lost out on the mitzvah of
leaning, or was the mitzvah of eating matza
also not performed correctly, and he must eat
over again? That should depend on these two
explanations. If it is a mitzvah that stands on
its own, then the mitzvah of matza has been
fulfilled and there would be no reason to eat
again. On the other hand, if it is part of the
mitzvah of matza, and the mitzvah of matza
was not performed correctly, one would be
required to eat the matza again.

We can take this a step further: Is there any
reason to eat matza again? If it is a mitzvah
that stands on its own, then the mitzvah of
matza has been fulfilled and there would be

no point in eating again. Although the mitzvah
of heseiva was not fulfilled, it is too late, and
eating another piece of matza will not help,
since he was already yotzei the mitzvah. On the
other hand, if it is a prerequisite in the mitzvah
of matza, and the mitzvah of matza was not
performed correctly, one can eat the matza
again while leaning.

To be continued...

IN SUMMARY

Leaning is a way of showing freedom, and one
should do it at the table, and in a comfortable

chair. There is a question if there is a mitzvah
itself to lean on the night of the seder, or just

that one must be leaning on this night while he
is eating.

Comments and questions are welcome and can
be sent to: RabbiScheiner@18forshay.com.

To receive updates of upcoming shiurim, to
receive a link to current shiurim, or to access
archived shiurim, please send a request to:
Secretary@18forshay.com, or follow the prompts
on our website 18Forshay.com.

Recorded shiurim are also available on CD at the
shul - 18 Forshay Main Lobby.

All shiurim delivered at the Kollel Boker, Night
Kollel, or any of our various programs, such as
Legal Holidays and Yeshiva Bein Hazmanim are
open to all. Come and join the many who enjoy
these informative and intriguing shiurim!

Rabbi
Scheiner

KOLLEL BOKER
7:00-8:00am

Chavrusa learning
Gemara
Currently: N1 NJon

Friday - Shuirim
Beinyonei Dyoma and
relevant topics

NIGHT KOLLEL
8:15-9:45pm

CHAVRUSALEARNING
-HALACHA

Currently : 210 DY madn
TYINN 5N madn

SHUIRIM BY ROSH
KOLLEL & FEATURED
GUEST SPEAKERS

e Daf Yomi
8:45-9:45

e Mishna Yomis
8:45-9:00

e Daf Hashovua
8:15-8:45

e ZERA SHIMSHON
SHIUR
8:15-9:00 Thursday Nights

ADDITIONAL
LEARNING
PROGRAMS:

« Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim
on Legal Holidays - by
acclaimed Guest Speakers

e Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

« Yeshivas Kiymu v’Kiblu /
Purim Shushan Purim

« Shovevim Program /
Early Friday morning
learning b'retzifus. o
Evening Shuirim in
Halacha and Hashkafa by
prominent Morei Horah
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COMMUNITY KOLLEL
NEWS WEEK OF
TAZRIA

Night Kollel

Rabbi Eliyahu Goldstein gave
a hesped at the Night Kollel
on Rav Chaim Kanievsky
zt”l. He pointed out how

it is impossible for simple
people like us to describe
the greatness of Rav Chaim,
who was like a malach. He
described his sedarim in iyun
and bekius, and how much
time and effort he put into
the writing of his sefarim. He
mentioned how Rav Elyashiv
zt”l was impressed with the
fact that he wrote so much
about different topics.

He described a seuda at
their house, which was
infused with kedusha and
limud hatorah. He discussed
the ruach hakodesh that we
all saw, telling story after
story of how his words
were accepted in Heaven.
He pointed out that this
was all a continuation from
his illustrious father, the
Steipler, and venerated
uncle, the Chazon Ish, who
said about Rav Chaim (70
years ago!) that he was a
master of the entire Talmud.
He also reminded us that
misas tzadikim only brings a
kapara if we are aroused to
teshuva, and we must strive
to become higher.

Kollel Boker

In connection to Parshas
Parah, as well as Meseches
Megillah, currently being
finished at the Kollel Boker,
| gave a shiur on the timely

topic: “Parshas Parah —
Basis for the Chiyuv Kriah
Being Min Hatoroh.”

NEW SHIUR

In conjunction with Daf Yomi
begining Meseches Yevamos,
Rav Simcha Bunim Berger,
Shlit”a started a new shiur
in Talmud Yerushalmi. This
is an opportunity to learn
the inyanim and sugyos that
run parallel to the Daf Yomi
of Talmud Bavli. The shiur
takes place: Monday through
Friday, 6:15am — 7am, in 18
Forshay Upstairs, R’ Lankry’s
office.

Looking to bring more

Torah into your life? Come
join a great chevra in a
group discussion, led by
Rabbi Yossi Fried, every
Wednesday night 8:55-
9:55pm, in 20 Forshay,
upstairs. Explore the laws of
Shabbos, and get a deeper
understanding of the halachic
process and the practical
applications of the halacha.

Reb Zalman Heller Hesped Reb Chaim Zatzal

Rabbi Yehoshua Weber speaking at the
Thursday night Mishmar

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

ANNIN SN
«:845-499-6354

Rabbi Simcha Bunim Berger
gives a number of weekly
shiurim. On Thursday night,
from 9:45-10:15, he gives

a shiur on the parsha, with
insights of the Maharal.
The shiur takes place in 20
Upstairs.

Sign Up for an Amazing New WhatsApp Group

Receive links to all Shiurim given by our Rosh Kollel

Harav Nachum Scheiner

Receive links to the latest and most relevant shiurim on Halacha and contemporary issues

To join this extraordinary group
Whatsapp 845-499-6354
Or email
ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com

MISHMAR

Ohr Chaim’s Mishmar
program takes place every
Thursday night, at 10:15,
giving young men in the
workforce an opportunity to
get together and enjoy each
other’s company, in true
spirit of ahavas chaveirim,
with kugel and cholent. This

past week the guest speaker was Rabbi
Yehoshua Weber, Founder Ohr Tzvi,
Rabbi Emertus, Clanton Park Synagogue,
Toronto.

Wishing you Chodesh Tov and a Wonderful
Shabbos,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
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SHABBOS AFTERNOON, APRIL 9

5:30 pm— FOLLOWED BY MINCHA

Tent )




