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Chanukah may be over 
but our light still shines!

והלכו גוים לאורך ומלכים לנגה זרחך
And nations shall walk to your   light, and 

kings at the brightness of  your rising.

עְיָהוּ  60:3 יְשַׁ

 Shabbos Morning  MINYAN STARTING AT 8:00AM  18 FORSHAY RD.   MAIN SHUL - ASHKNAZ

נָשֹׂא

Miketz | Dec 17 - Dec 23, 2020 | 3 - 10 Teves 5781
Email "Sign up" to

 betjournal@gmail.com 

to receive the 
weekly BET issue.
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Dear kehilla,
RABBI LANKRY

BET Haftarah VAyashiv 5781
The prophet Amos begins by in-

forming us of the limits of Hashem's 
tolerance. Hashem says, "I can be 
patient over the three offenses of 
the Jewish people, but the fourth is 
inexcusable. Namely, the sale of the 
righteous for silver and the pauper 
for shoes. They anticipate the dirt 
placed on the head of the impover-
ished." (2:6, 7) Amos admonishes the 
Jewish people here for their insensi-
tivity towards injustice. He com-
plains about the judges who would 
bend the law for nominal sums and 
exchange justice for an inexpensive 
pair of shoes. They would discrim-
inate against the poor and even 
drag the impoverished through the 
dirt when they refused to comply 
with their unjustified sentence. Over 
these Hashem expresses serious 
disturbance and declares them 
unforgivable.
The Radak, in explanation of the 

above passages, magnifies this 
disturbance and interprets the three 
offenses mentioned here to be the 
three cardinal sins - idolatry, incest 
and murder. Hashem explains 
that the most cardinal sins do not 
receive an immediate response 
from Above. For these Hashem is 
somewhat patient and allows the 
offender the opportunity to repent 

and correct his outrageous behav-
ior. But the injustice shown to the 
poor evokes Hashem's immediate 
response. Rabbeinu Bachya (see 
introduction to our Parsha) explains 
the basis for this and reminds us 
that the poor place their total trust 
in Hashem. Their financial resourc-
es do not command any respect 
or assistance from others which 
forces them to place their total trust 
in Hashem. Therefore, Hashem 
pledges to come immediately to 
their defense and responds harshly 
to any injustice done to them.
The Pirkei D'Reb Eliezer (Chapter 

38) sees in the above passages a 
reference to the infamous sale of 
Yoseif Hatzaddik by his brothers, 
the tribes of Israel. Chazal explain 
that the brothers sold Yoseif for the 
equivalent of twenty silver dollars 
and that each brother purchased a 
pair of shoes with his portion of the 
money, two silver dollars. Accord-
ing to R' Eliezer, this is the incident 
Amos refers to when reprimanding 
the Jewish people for selling the 
righteous for silver and the pauper 
for shoes. The prophet tells us that 
this sin was unforgivable and was 
viewed with greater severity than 
every cardinal offense. With this 
statement the prophet alludes to 
the fact that the greatest scholars 

of Israel, the ten holy martyrs would 
be brutally murdered in atonement 
for this sin. Hashem said that the 
sale of Yoseif, unlike all other sins, 
could never be overlooked and 
that one day the greatest Tannaim 
(Mishnaic authors) would suffer 
inhuman torture and be taken from 
us in atonement for this sin. No 
offense of the Jewish people ever 
evoked a response so harsh as 
this one and the torturous death of 
the ten martyrs remains the most 
tragic personal event in all of Jewish 
history.
This week's haftorah shares with us 

an important perspective regard-
ing the offense of Yoseif's sale by 
focusing on a particular aspect 
of the offense. As we glean from 
the prophet's words it was not the 
actual sale that aroused Hashem's 
wrath, rather the condition of the 
sale. Amos refers to the indignity 
shown to Yoseif and the insensitivity 
towards his feelings, being sold 
for an inexpensive pair of shoes. 
When lamenting the ten martyrs 
during the liturgy in the Yom Kippur 
service we accent this dimension 
and recount that the wicked Roman 
ruler filled the entire courtroom with 
shoes. This was his fiendish way of 
reminding the martyrs about their 
indignant behavior and insensitivity 

towards their brother.
The upshot of this is that there was 

some room to justify the actual sale 
of Yoseif. The Sforno (37:18) explains 
that the brothers truly perceived 
that their life was in serious danger 
as long as Yoseif remained in their 
surroundings. After closely follow-
ing his actions and anticipating the 
outcome of his inexcusable attitude 
and behavior the brothers found 
it necessary to protect themselves 
from his inevitable attack of them. 
Although they totally misread the 
entire situation from the start it can 
be argued that their precautionary 
measures were somewhat justified 
and permissible. However, Sforno 
draws our attention to their insensi-
tivity during these trying moments. 
The brothers are quoted to have 
reflected on their decision and said, 
"But we are guilty for observing his 
pain when he pleaded with us and 
we turned a dear ear to it." (Breishis 
42:21 ) Even they faulted themselves 
for their insensitivity towards their 
brother. When he pleaded for his 
life they should have reconsidered 
and adjusted their harsh deci-
sion. It is this insensitivity that the 
prophet refers to when focusing 
upon the sale for shoes. Apparent-
ly, they purchased these shoes in 
exchange for Yoseif to indicate that 
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Miketz 
and Dream Interpretation

RABBI COREN 

This week an interesting WhatsApp 
arrived with a request for dream 
interpretation. At first I thought be-
cause of the fact that this week’s Par-
sha begins with Pharaoh’s dreams, the 
person felt it was appropriate to ask 
for her dream to be interpreted. This 
person was having a very disturbing, 
recurring dream that really needed to 
be addressed. (The Aruch Hashulchan 
says that generally we don’t pay at-
tention to dreams today because they 
are usually a result of fumes coming 
from the foods we eat that cause our 
brain to dream. You can imagine how 
much more so this is true today. Nev-
ertheless there are exceptions as was 
with the case of this person). I began 
by mentioning what the Gemara in 
Brachos says--that all interpretations 
come after one’s speech. This is a very 
powerful lesson regarding the effects 
of our speech--words can actually 
alter a person’s outcome of his/her 
dream and have an impact on their 
lives for good or for bad.

This certainly makes a lot of sense 
since nothing can happen without 
Hashem willing it to become a real-
ity. Hence an interpretation can be 
viewed as a prayer for something to 
happen good or bad depending on the 
request.

This is similar to what Yosef told 
Pharaoh—i.e. that everything comes 
from Hashem.

We can learn an important concept 
here that connects not only to our 
Parsha and the unusual Haftara this 
week which is almost never read (I 
think It’s been 19 years since we read 
it) which will also answer another 
anomaly that we find only at the end 
of this week’s Parsha. As we’ve point-

ed out in the past, each parsha has a nemonic--a 
way to remember the amount of pesukim. When 
it comes to Miketz it lists the amount of words 
as 2025 words. The Vilma Gaon and others con-
nect this number to Chanuka-- 8 candles, each 
candle equals 250 together we have 2000 plus 
the 25 which alludes to the date of the first day 
of Chanuka.

I want to suggest another explanation. Yosef 
taught us the power of words both positive and 
negative. He was punished because he wasn’t 
careful with his words and even at the end of 
the whole story according to Rabbinue Bachye if 
Yosef would have said to the brothers, “I forgive 
you”—“Machul Lachem”, you’re forgiven-- we 
wouldn’t have had the murders of the Ten Haru-
gai Malchus. This is hard to digest but it wakes 
us up to the potential of words and it inspires us 
to use speech for the good, whether is a simple 
hello, a prayer, or a kapiltel Tehillim.

We can also understand why Chazal were so 
careful to avoid saying negative words even 
when just joking around because our words 
create reality whether it’s an interpretation of a 
dream or just shmoozing.

COVID 19 should have woken us up to many 
important lessons. One of them connects to our 
discussion here. I was reading a scientific dis-
cussion about the ability of COVID to pass from 
one to another simply by speaking. It was fasci-
nating to see that the longer the person speaks, 
the more dangerous the possibility of droplets 
being transferred one to another. Singing, for 
example, is dynamic, on a physical as well as on 
a spiritual level.

Whether the first COVID patient came from a 
“tasty supper of bats” or straight from the lab - 
it probably spread through word of mouth. He 
might have wondered how much effect he had in 
this world, enough to place the whole world in 
lockdown. L’havdeel, let us consider how much 
impact one Jew can have by the simple recitation 
of a psalm from Tehillim. 

Good Shabbas
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he deserved to be reduced to dirt. Their statement 
reflected that whoever challenged their authority 
deserved to be leveled and reduced to nothing. 
(see Radal to Pirkei D'R'Eliezer)
This expression of indignation was inexcusable 

and required the most severe of responses. Hash-
em chose the illustrious era of the Tannaim to 
respond to this offense. During those times a quo-
rum of prominent scholars presided over Israel 
which personified the lessons of brotherhood and 
sensitivity. An elite group was chosen for the task, 
including: the Prince of Israel, the High Priest and 
Rabbi Akiva who authored the statement,"'Love 
your friend as yourself' is the fundamental prin-
ciple of the Torah." In atonement for the inexcus-
able sale Hashem decreed upon these martyrs 
the most insensitive torturous death ever to be 
experienced. The Tzor Hamor(see Seder Hadoros 
year 3880 explains that the lesson this taught the 
Jewish people was eternal. After this horrifying ex-
perience the Jewish people were finally cleansed 
from all effects of the infamous offense done to 
Yoseif. From hereafter they could be authentically 
identified as a caring and sensitive people.
From this we learn how sensitive we must be and 

even when our harsh actions are justified we must 
exercise them with proper sensitivities. As difficult 
as the balance may be we must always feel for 
our Jewish brethren and show them the proper 
dignity and compassion they truly deserve.

 Happy Chanuka

Rabbi Aaron Lankry  
Marah D'asra

305-332-3311| alankry@yahoo.com 

 Rabbi Daniel Coren  
דומ"צ - מגיד שיעור

914-645-4199 | rabbidac@gmail.com 

 Rabbi Nachum Scheiner  
Rabbinic Coordinator, 

Rosh Kollel, Kollel Boker & Night Kollel 
845-372-6618 | rabbischeiner@18forshay.com 

Uri Follman  
Manager 

845 587 3462 | manager@18forshay.com  

Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim | 18 Forshay Rd. Monsey NY 10952      www.18forshay.com   |  info@18forshay.com  
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Throw it into the Ocean

I was once in Melbourne, Australia, 
planning to deliver a series of lectures. 
After landing in the airport, I was taken 
to the home of one of the prominent and 
senior leaders of the community, Rab-
bi Yitzchok Dovid Groner z”l. Rabbi 
Groner had founded dozens of educa-

tional institutions and sustained them over many de-
cades.
During the course of our conversation, he disclosed to 

me that he used to struggle with depression. On one oc-
casion, he visited New York and had an audience with 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Before departing the office, the 
Rebbe told him, “As you travel back from New York to 
Australia, you are going to fly over the Pacific Ocean. 
Take your depression and throw it into the ocean.”
Rabbi Groner went on to say, “As the Rebbe said that, 

I was moved. I understood it and it had a powerful 
impact on me. On the surface, it seemed like a cute 
and charming thing to say. Was I supposed to open the 
window of the airplane and throw my depression away? 
Is depression a bag that you just throw out? But I inter-
nalized it as a profound lesson in life, and personally as 
a way for me to view my depression.
“Our struggles and insecurities are not who we are. 

The stories we tell ourselves about ourselves are not 
who we are. They are what we say we are, but those are 
just words. Our fears, negative thoughts, predictions 
about our future and our internal self-talk do not con-
stitute the truth of our core being. They are akin to an 
extra suitcase in our mind, and we all know that you 
don’t want to take extra luggage when traveling.
“We would be wise to tell ourselves, ‘I do depression,’ 

instead of telling ourselves, ‘I am depressed.’ For in 
truth, these realities and experiences are what we do, 
not who we are.
“What must be done is throw the suitcase out of the 

window and discard it, and focus on choosing the life 
based on who we really are. And certainly, the Pacific 
Ocean is big enough to hold all of our problems.”

One Box, One Form?

Our Sages tell us that the city of Sodom had a bed, 
and for every guest, if they were too long, they cut off 
their feet; and if they were too short, they stretched 
them.
Now, it is noteworthy that the word Sodom (samech, 

daled, mem) and the word for institution –Mosad 
(mem, samech, daled) – share the same letters. Some-
times, unfortunately, an institution does the same as 
Sodom did.
They have one bed for everybody. Everyone has to fit 

into one box, into one framework. But what if he or she 
is too long? Or too short? What if they are too creative? 
Sometimes, the attitude taken is, “We will cut you 
down from top to bottom or stretch you!”
But I ask you, “Why should we take an infinite G-d 

and infinite Judaism and believe it is so small that it 
can only accommodate people of a particular size in 
a particular box?” We have to bring out the deepest 
creativity in each of our children. They will transform 
the future.

rabbi YY Jacobson

             THE IMPERATIVE TO 
RETHINK A POOR DECISION

An amazing Mussar thought from Rav 
Schwab on this week's Parsha in his Sefer 
Mayan Beis Hashoeva (page # 104 - 105 on 
42:20). 

We find that when the brothers came, at first 
Yosef said that they should all go into jail and 

one should go back and get Binyamin, as it says in 42:16 (ּשִׁלְחו 
מִכֶּם אֶחָד, וְיִקַּח אֶת-אֲחִיכֶם, וְאַתֶּם הֵאָסְרוּ, וְיִבָּחֲנוּ דִּבְרֵיכֶם הַאֱמֶת אִתְּכֶם; וְאִם-
 For three days all the brothers were .(לאֹ--חֵי פַרְעֹה, כִּי מְרַגְּלִים אַתֶּם
in jail as it says in 42:17 (וַיֶּאֱסֹף אֹתָם אֶל-מִשְׁמָר, שְׁלֹשֶׁת יָמִים). Subse-
quently, Yosef calls them in and he changes his plan. He says 
the words as can be found in 42:18 (אֶת-הָאֱלֹרים, אֲנִי יָרֵא), I fear 
Hashem. In 42:19 he continues (אִם-כֵּנִים אַתֶּם--אֲחִיכֶם אֶחָד, יֵאָסֵר בְּבֵית 
 Only one brother should stay in jail and the rest can .(מִשְׁמַרְכֶם
go back. The Posuk says in 42:21 (וַיֹּאמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל-אָחִיו, אֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים 
 אֲנַחְנוּ עַל-אָחִינוּ, אֲשֶׁר רָאִינוּ צָרַת נַפְשׁוֹ בְּהִתְחַנְנוֹ אֵלֵינוּ, וְלאֹ שָׁמָעְנוּ; עַל-כֵּן בָּאָה
 that the brothers after that spoke to each other (אֵלֵינוּ, הַצָּרָה הַזֹּאת
and said we are guilty because we didn't have Rachmanus on 
Yosef. Why only then, why didn't they say that right away when 
they were suspected of being spies. Yosef threw them all in jail, 
wasn't that the time that they should have said to each other 
that this was because of the Aveira that we did with Yosef. Why 
only here?

 
Rav Schwab says that Yosef Hatzaddik was teaching them a 

great Mussar. Here he was the king, the viceroy of Mitzrayim 
and he said one brother should return and the rest should sit in 
jail. Then 3 days later he said (אֶת-הָאֱלֹרים, אֲנִי יָרֵא), I fear Hash-
em. I am going to rethink what I have said. Why should you all 
suffer. Leave one brother here as a guarantor and the rest could 
go back home to your father. Yosef was teaching them (-אֶת
 when someone has fear he rethinks decisions that (הָאֱלֹרים, אֲנִי יָרֵא
he made previously. The brothers who certainly were greater 
than any of the Baalei Mussar, they saw Mussar in this. They 
had made a decision that selling Yosef was right and here they 
learned from Yosef 's lesson that you have to rethink what you 
did if you are a Yir'ai Elokim. It was here that they began to 
think about the selling of their brother. If you look at the Posuk 
there are two words that seem out of place. When Yosef finishes 
speaking he tells them let one brother stay and the others should 
go back and bring the youngest brother as it says in 42:20 (-וְאֶת
 and (אֲחִיכֶם הַקָּטֹן תָּבִיאוּ אֵלַי, וְיֵאָמְנוּ דִבְרֵיכֶם וְלאֹ תָמוּתוּ; וַיַּעֲשׂוּ-כֵן(. )וַיַּעֲשׂוּ-כֵן
they did so and they went back. No, the next Posuk says (ּוַיֹּאמְרו 
-they are still standing in front of Yosef and speak (אִישׁ אֶל-אָחִיו
ing. As a matter of fact they are definitely still in front of Yosef 
because Yosef afterwards begins to weep as is seen in 42:24 (וַיִּסֹּב 
 (וַיַּעֲשׂוּ-כֵן) ,Says Rav Schwab ?(וַיַּעֲשׂוּ-כֵן) So what is .(מֵעֲלֵיהֶם, וַיֵּבְךְּ
they did like Yosef. Yosef had this sense of rethinking what he 
had done and that is what he taught them. They too rethought 
what they had done. What an incredible lesson and what a 
beautiful Pshat in the Pesukim.

RABBI REISMAN
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RABBI BENTZION SNEH
מעובד ע”י  הר”ר אברהם הלל רייך שליט”א

ADAPTED FOR ENGLISH BY AVROHOM HILLEL REICH

PARSHAS MIKEITZ

Dreaming your way to 
Success

ַיהְִ֕י מִקֵּ֖ץ שְׁנתַָ֣יםִ ימִָי֑ם וּפַרְעֹ֣ה חֹלֵ֔ם...

And it was after two years and Pha-
raoh was still dreaming…
The Holy R’ Meir from Premishlan 

takes these words as a message to 
us all. During our sojourn here we 
must take the time to re-evaluate 
and re-examine our plans. Will our 
dreams ever see the light of day?
Will we too at the end of our lives 

have unrealized dreams, or even 
worse will we be misled by our hopes 
into thinking that we have gained 
and grown as people when the truth 
is far from that?
Chanukah the yomtov of miracles 

has once again passed through our 
lives.
Did it pass as a fast freight train..

or did we absorb it’s message this 
year?
A message that assures us that ev-

erything is possible.. If we would not 
only dream but act on our dreams. 
The candles serve to strengthen the 
bond we have with our creator, with 
our neshoma. 
They shine a light, illuminating with 

clarity, places that may have been 
full of darkness til now.
The angel of dreams met up with the 

angel of success and they started to 
talk.
Who causes more pain to man, they 

asked each other?
Why of course it's you..the angel of 

success says.
All I do is bring a person hatzlocha.. 

What could be bad?
But you on the other hand, look at 

what you do. A poor person dreams 
all night that he is at the top of his 
game...wealthy and successful. Then 
he wakes up in the morning the very 
same person - not a penny richer.
You fool him.. You tease him. 
What could be worse?
Hmm...says the angel of dreams.
In the grand scheme of things you 

are much worse.
Yes you give a person success. But 

after 120 years when he meets his 
Creator.. He is so convinced that it 
was all his doing, his cleverness, his 
talent, his hard work, that brought 
this success.
You have done a good job convincing 

him that success was his doing.
But he knows the truth when he 

gets to the next world. It was all the 
will of G-d.
He has spent a lifetime fooling him-

self...not one night..
A young person just starting out in 

life needs to dream, because oth-
erwise they won’t achieve great 
things.
But don’t get carried away when 

your dreams are realized.  When 
you have achieved success remem-
ber where that success really came 
from.
Let’s take a cue from Yosef who 

acknowledges in the parsha- “all 
my success in interpreting dreams 
comes from a higher source.”
“Without G-d I cannot do or say 

anything.”
This is the true lesson of Chanukah 

and the key to success that we can-
not afford to be without.
Keep dreaming, dreaming is good, 

it's a connection, a glimpse into our 
neshama...but remember when we 
get there, how we really got there!
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
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KOVOD OF DAY 
OR NIGHT 
In Bereishis 43:16 Yosef told his ser-
vants to slaughter an animal and pre-
pare. The Medrash 92:4 says that the 
word prepare is referring to Shabbos 
as the Torah tells us to prepare for the 

7th day. The Medrash in Naso 14:2 says that the story 
with Yosef and his brothers took place on Friday. That 
is why in 43:25 it says they prepared the gifts for Yosef, 
and Rashi says they prepared it by putting the gifts into 
nice kailim. This would be the source for the obligation 
to prepare the Shabbos table with a nice white tablecloth 
lichvod Shabbos as we see in Orach Chaim 262:1. 

The above is based on the Gemara in Shabbos 117b that 
tells us that Rav Chisda says a person should wake up 
early on Friday morning to spend money for Shabbos as 
quoted in Shulchan Aruch 250:1. This holds true even 
if one has many servants, nevertheless, one should do 
something him/herself lichvod Shabbos. Rav Chisda 
would cut the vegetables and Rav Nachman would move 
the furniture that was used a whole week out of the 
house and bring in special furniture lichvod Shabbos. 

The Gra in 529 says that the din of Oneg Shabbos is 
on Shabbos itself, whereas the din of Kavod Shabbos 
is from before Shabbos. Whatever a person does to 
prepare for Shabbos is called Kavod Shabbos. Included 
in this would be preparing the tablecloth, the chairs, and 
making everything ready so when one comes home from 
Shul on Friday night everything is ready to go. 

Why is there only a din of hachana for the night meal 
and not the day meal? We find that the Gemara in 
Pesachim 105a says that the day meal takes precedence 
over the night meal, yet we find that as far as prepara-
tion goes, it is only applicable to the night meal. When 
it comes to the actual meal, we mentioned that the day 
meal comes first in importance, for example, if someone 
does not have enough food for both meals, it is preferred 
that the food be used for the meal during the day. This 
is seen in Shulchan Aruch 271:3. The Magen Avraham 4 
brings down the Zohar that says you need to be mesader 
the table at night to have bread and other foods ready. 
Reb Yitzchok adds that one must do it for the daytime 
meal too. The Machtzis Hashekel brings down that 
the Magen Avraham says that the Zohar argues on the 
Gemara and seems to say that the night meal is more 
important than the day meal. It is just that the Halacha 
is like our Gemara and not Kabala, because we pasken 
according to the Gemara when the Gemara argues with 
Kabala.   We could say that really the Zohar does not 
argue with our Gemara. Really, the day meal is more 
important than the night meal. The Zohar is speaking 
regarding preparing the meal, in case the night meal is 
more important, so it’s essential to have it prepared. As 
far as preparation goes, the night meal is more im-
portant, but of course the day meal would also have a 
mitzvah of preparation. The ikkar mitzvah of hachana is 
for the night meal. 

This would really make a nafka mina if a person has 
only one tablecloth and won’t be able to use it for two 
meals. He should rather use the nice tablecloth for the 
night meal, whereas someone who does not have enough 
food itself should save the food for the day meal. Oneg is 
more important for the day meal whereas kavod is more 
important for the night meal. 

May we be zocheh to the Geulah Sheleima, to the Yom 
Shekulo Tov! 

RABBI BERACH 
STEINFELD

BETACHON IN HASHEM TRANSCENDS TEVA

Complete trust in Hashem is when there isn’t a shadow of a physical reference to 
a place or source from where the help can come, not even a straw..  As there is a 
saying “If someone is drowning, G-d forbid, he will even grab on to a straw to try 
and save himself…..

True Betachon in Hashem is when you don’t even see a glimmer of hope from where the help could 
come Begashmiyus, not even as much as a straw to grab on to in a drowning situation, all that keeps 
your composure is a true trust in Hashem which transcends physical nature.

====Shaarei Emunah Ch..35

UFARATZTAH
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A Jewish Girl Stuck in 
Hostile East Jerusalem 

Rabbi Yoel Gold told a story about a young girl who was 
rewarded for her great hessed & kiddush Hashem. 

The girl, “Chana,” was living in Israel at the time. She 
wasn’t feeling well, her head was spinning, but her friend 
had asked her for a favor. When she was on the way to go 
do the favor, she was dizzy and confused and got on the 
next bus that pulled up, and she promptly fell asleep. She 
didn’t realize she had gotten on a blue and white Palestinian 
bus. Chana woke up 25 minutes later in the middle of East-
ern Jerusalem in an Arab settlement. She got off the bus, 
and there wasn’t another bus stop going back in the direc-
tion she came. A young girl alone in a Palestinian settlement 
at night is an extremely dangerous situation. Chana was so 
afraid; she took out her phone and saw it died. She looked 
around; she saw houses in bad shape with boarded windows 
and Arabic signs everywhere.

 Immediately, she said a perek of tehillim. Chana saw one 
house that wasn’t in bad shape, it had a grass lawn and 
unsealed windows. She came up with a plan to act like a 
liberal American student coming to interview Palestinians, 
braced herself to knock, and prayed to Hashem it would 
work. A young Palestinian woman answered the door in full 
garb. Immediately, her eyes lit up and she said, “Chana?” 
Chana’s plan went out the window! Who was this girl? The 
Palestinian girl said in Hebrew, “Chana! Hi! I still have your 
card!” She went to a bookshelf and pulled out a card that 
Chana recognized right away. 6 months earlier, Chana was 
doing some volunteer work with Aish, and the program was 
being hosted in the King Solomon Hotel. During the program, 
Chana took it upon herself to get to know every staff mem-
ber in the hotel, from housekeeping, to waiter staff, to bell-
men. On the last day of the program, she noticed there was 
a staff member she hadn’t seen before, a young Palestinian 
girl, about 18, serving coffee. Chana introduced herself and 
asked this girl all about her life, to which the girl told she 
was working here with other members of her family and 
putting herself through medical school. 

When the hessed program ended, Chana made sure to 
hand out thank you cards to every staff member working in 
the hotel, and it resonated with this Palestinian girl enough 
to keep Chana’s card. Chana was so relieved! She was 
welcomed into the house with open arms, and the family 
recognized her, because they worked at the hotel too! The 
girl’s uncle offered to drive Chana where she needed to go. 
When they got to the security checkpoint, an Israeli soldier 
looked inside the car and saw a religious girl with an Arab 
man and young woman and asked, “Hakol beseder—Is every-
thing ok?” Chana reassured him, “These are my friends!” & 
they all laughed. 

Hashem sees everything we do and pays us back for our 
good deeds, at the right time. Chana did volunteer work, 
she tried to do a favor for her friend when she was sick, 
& most importantly, she made staff members feel validated 
and seen. She took the time to respect people and make 
them feel special, and she did an incredible kiddush Hash-
em, which ultimately saved her life. Giving to others is such 
a precious way to serve Hashem, and it is a beautiful lesson 
to ingrain in our children from a young age.Jack E. Rahmey 
based on the teachings of Rabbi Amram Sananes

Asara B’Teves Friday Dec. 25  2020
Why Asara B’Teves Is Different From 

Other Fast Days
The fast of Asara b’Teves (“the 10th of Teves”) is unique when compared to 

the other fast days that are mentioned in the Prophets. For example, exclu-
sive to this fast is that it is the only one that we do actually observe as a fast 
on a Friday Next time this happens is in 2020). Even TishaB’Av, which com-
memorates the actual destructions of our Batei HaMikdash, gets pushed 
off. Another unique distinction is that when it comes to Asara b’Teves there 
is the unique opinion brought down by the Avudraham that even if Asara 
b’Teves would fall on Shabbas we would observe the fast on that day just as 
we would for Yom Kippur (see Beis Yosef, Orach Chaim 550). The reason 
for this is because the pasuk in Yechezkel (24:2) that describes Asara b’Teves 
says “b’etzem hayom hazeh,” on this very day, indicating that an integral 
component of the fast is that it occurs on this very day. What is it about the 
fast of the tenth of Teves that sets it apart from the other fast days? 

WHAT IS THIS FAST ABOUT 

The reason given for fasting on Asarah B’Teves is that it is the day that the 
wicked Babylonian king Nevuchadnetzar started his siege of Yerushalay-
im, signifying the beginning of the end of the first Beis Hamikdash, which 
culminated with its destruction on Tisha B’Av several years later. Therefore, 
Chazal declared it a public fast, one of four public fast days that memorialize 
different aspects of the catastrophes and national tragedies associated with 
the destruction of both Batei HaMikdash.

THREE DAY FAST?

According to the special Selichos prayers said on the fast, a unique aspect 
of Asarah B’Teves is that we are actually fasting for two other days of tragedy 
as well; the 8th and 9th of Teves. In fact, both the Tur and Shulchan Aruch 
declare that if possible one should try to fast on all three days..

THE 8TH OF TEVES

On the 8th of Teves, King Ptolemy II (285 - 246 B.C.E.) forced 72 sages 
separately to translate the Torah into Greek (the Septuagint). Although 
miracles guided their work and all of the sages made the same slight but 
necessary modifications, nevertheless this work is described as “darkness de-
scending on the world for three days”, and the world was dark for three days” 
(SA OC 480:2 from Megillat Taanit). Another source states that the day that 
Ptolemy first had the Torah translated into Greek was as harsh to Israel as 
the day the Golden Calf was made (Soferim 1:7, Sefer Torah 1:6) The reason 
for this is that it was now possible for the uneducated to possess a superfi-
cial, and frequently flawed understanding of the Torah, as well as providing 
the masses with a mistaken interpretation of true morality.

THE 9TH OF TEVES

Many sources, including the Kol Bo and the Selichos recited on Asarah 
B’Teves, as well as many later authorities, explain that this is the day on 
which Ezra HaSofer (as well as possibly his partner Nechemiah) died. Ezra, 
the Gadol HaDor at the beginning of the time of the Second Beis HaMik-
dash, had a tremendous impact upon the  returning Jewish community 
of Eretz Yisrael. He drastically improved the spiritual state of the Jewish 
people and established many halachic takanos, many of which still apply 
today. With his passing, the community started descending from the great 
spiritual heights Ezra had led them. Additionally, since Ezra was the last of 
the prophets, his passing signified the end of prophecy.

The SeferHaToda’ah suggests that it’s possible that “the darkness descend-
ed on the world for three days” alludes to the triple afflictions of these three 
days: the 8th, 9th, and 10thof Teves.

The Chasam Sofer (Toras Moshe, drasha l’zayin Adar) says that historical-
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Silence is Golden
Silence is golden...
Unless you have children...
If  that is the case, silence is 

suspicious.

Ethics
A father is explaining ethics 

to his son, who is about to go 
into business...

"Suppose a woman comes in 
and orders a hundred dollars 
worth of  material. You wrap 
it up, and you give it to her. 
She pays you with a $100 bill. 
But as she goes out the door 
you realize she's given you 
two $100 bills. Now, here's 
where the ethics come in: 
should you or should you not 
tell your partner?

Son of a lawyer...
While two families were 

waiting in line to see the 
Washington Monument, their 
two 5-year-old boys were get-
ting acquainted.

"My name is Joshua. What's 
yours?" asked the first boy.

"Adam," replied the sec-
ond.

"My daddy is a doctor. What 
does YOUR  daddy do for a 
living?" asked Joshua.

Adam proudly replied, "My 
daddy is a lawyer."

"Honest?" asked Joshua.
"No, just the regular kind," 

replied Adam.

Efficiency Expert
An efficiency expert con-

cluded his lecture with a note 
of  caution. "You don't want 
to try these techniques at 
home."

"Why not?" asked somebody 
from the audience.

"I watched my wife's routine 
at breakfast for years," the 
expert explained. "She made 
lots of  trips between the 
refrigerator, stove, table and 
cabinets, often carrying a sin-
gle item at a time. One day I 
told her, 'Hon, why don't you 
try carrying several things at 
once?'"

"Did it save time?" the per-
son in the audience asked.

"Actually, yes," replied the 
expert. "It used to take her 20 
minutes to make breakfast. 
Now I do it in seven."

 

Getting ready for 
the big trip

A Rabbi waited in line to 
have his car filled with gas 
just before a long holiday 
weekend. The attendant 
worked quickly, but there 
were many cars ahead of  him 
in front of  the service station. 
Finally, the attendant mo-
tioned him toward a vacant 
pump. “Rabbi," said the 
young man, "Sorry about the 
delay. It seems as if  everyone 
waits until the last minute to 
get ready for a long trip."

The Rabbi chuckled, "I 
know what you mean. It's the 
same in my business."

J O K E S

Emanuel Haas, Esq. Ari J. Zaltz, Esq.
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ly, on Asara b’Teves, the bes din shel ma’alah, the Heavenly court, was 
adjudicating the matter regarding the destruction of the Beis Hamik-
dash. It was on this day that the final verdict of its destruction was 
agreed upon, and it was then that the siege surrounding Yerushalayim 
began. However, this wasn’t a one-time event. Every year on the tenth of 
Teves the Heavenly court reassembles and reassesses whether the Beit 
Hamikdash will be destroyed, as we are told that every generation in 
which the Beit Hamikdash is not rebuilt is as if  it was destroyed in that 
generation (Yerushalmi, Yoma 1:1).

He adds, that, conversely, a proper fast on Asarah B’Teves has the 
potential to avert future Churbanos. We are not fasting exclusively 
due to past calamities, but rather, similar to a Taanis Chalom, a fast for 
a dream, to help prevent a tragedy from occurring. [He even refers to 
such a fast as an oneg, a delight.] That is why the fast of Asarah B’Teves, 
even though it is considered a minor fast, nonetheless has the potential 
to possibly override Shabbos. These explanations would also certainly 
elucidate why we would fast on a Friday for Asarah B’Teves.

The Rambam says: There are days on which all Jews fast because 
of the calamities that befell them. This is in order to awaken the 
hearts and open the ways of repentance, and to serve as a reminder 
of our evil deeds and the evil deeds of our fathers that were similar 
to our deeds that caused them and us those calamities. Through this 
reminder we will repent and fix our ways.

 In this merit may the words of the Navi Zechariah, “The Fast of 
the Fourth (month, 17th of Tamuz), the Fast of the Fifth (month, 
Tisha B’Av), the Fast of the Seventh (month, Tzom Gedalyah), and 
the Fast of the Tenth (month, AsarahB’Teves) shall be (changed 
over) for celebration and joy for the household of Yehuda” be ful-
filled speedily and in our days.
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Seeing 20/20, Even In 2020

A husband and wife are getting ready to go to 
sleep. The wife is ready to close her eyes but her 
husband is standing and staring at himself in the 
full-length mirror. “What’s the matter with you?” she 
says. Come to sleep already.” He turns to her and 
says, “Look at this, I am so depressed. All I see is a 
receding hairline, a growing gut, and wrinkles under 
my eyes and what hair I have left is grey. Tell me 
something positive, something uplifting so I can go 
to sleep.” She thinks for a moment and says, “Well 
the good news is your vision is still 20/20.”
 
There is a very strong  association between Cha-

nukah and the sense of sight, of seeing. Haneiros 
halalu kodesh heim, v’ein lanu reshus l’hishtameish 
bahem elah lirosam bilvad.  As we sing each night 
of Chanukah, the candles are sacred; we don’t 
have permission to benefit from their light but their 
purpose is simply to be looked at. Moreover, we 
have a unique halacha on Chanukah.  The Talmud 
tells us – and the shulchan aruch records – haroeh 
mevareich, one who can’t light for himself or herself 
and sees the candles of someone else neverthe-
less makes the second beracha of she’asah nissim 
la’avosainu.  When I see someone put on tefillin, 
take a lulav, or blow shofar, I don’t make a beracha.  
Only on Chanukah do I make a beracha when see-
ing someone else do the mitzvah.  Why?
 
The Kedushas Levi, Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berdi-

chov, tells us that Chanukah is the holiday of seeing.  
The different moadim correspond with our different 
senses.  On Purim our hearing is heightened as we 
listen to the Megillah.  On Pesach our sense of taste 
is sharpened when we eat matzah and marror. On 
Chanukah, he says, we evaluate our sense of sight, 
testing how well we see.
 

Eyes Are a Liability
 
What kind of seeing are we honing?  It is not 

our physical sense of sight.  Indeed, in a sort of 
paradoxical way, our eyes are a liability.  We often 
feel that “seeing is believing.”  If I can perceive and 
observe it, it is true.  If I can’t, it is not real.   Follow-
ing this rule, we have dismissed and disregarded 
the most precious truths and realities in our lives.  
There are ideas, feelings, thoughts and dreams that 
are authentic and genuine, despite the fact that they 
can’t be seen or observed.
 
Our Rabbis describe the Greek empire and Helle-

nist influence as choshech, darkness.  In expound-
ing on the opening verses of the creation story, 
the Midrash Rabbah says choshech al p’nei sehom 
– zu galus yavan.  Moreover, our Rabbis taught 
that darkening our eyes was the goal of our Greek 
oppressors – shehechshichu einehem shel yisroel. 
 

Seeing Beyond the Surface
 
What is the difference between a room that is filled 

with darkness versus one filled with light?  Is there 

any change to the room itself?  Whether the light 
is on or off in the room, the furniture remains the 
same, the layout of the room, the placement of the 
door, and the height of the ceiling are a constant.  
What, then, is the difference between the light being 
on or off in my room – just my perception, my abil-
ity to identify and see the reality, the truth and that 
which was right before me all along.  Chanukah is 
about seeing things, people, ideas, and miracles that 
are really right in front of us, even though wevmay 
not be able to visibly see them.
 George Orwell once wrote: “To see what is in 

front of one’s nose needs a constant struggle.”  One 
can live with their eyes open, perfect vision and the 
light on and still be cloaked in darkness.  On the 
other hand it can be pitch black all around and yet 
a person can see absolutely clearly.  The Chash-
monaim didn’t see their few numbers, weak army, 
and impossible task.  They saw the mighty hand of 
Hashem, they saw the obligation to fight, and they 
saw Divine protection that would accompany them.
 
Chanukah is about lighting the candles and using 

them to harness our sight, not ophthalmically speak-
ing, but our deep vision of what is true, precious, 
and dear.  When we look at our spouses and 
children, do we see the amazing blessing of their 
presence in our lives or do we hear lots of noise, 
see rooms that need to be cleaned up, and a messy 
house?  When we face a challenge do we see no 
way out or an opportunity to further lean on our 
Creator?  There are truths all around us; it is up to 
us to decide what to look at and how to see.
 

Lighting Candles in Bergen-Belsen
In her “Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust,” Professor 

Yaffa Eliach shared the incredible story of Chanukah 
in Bergen-Belsen:

Chanukah came to Bergen-Belsen. It was time to 
kindle the Chanukah lights. A jug of oil was not to be 
found, no candle was in sight, and a menorah be-
longed to the distant past. Instead, a wooden clog, 
the shoe of one of the inmates, became a menorah, 
strings pulled from a concentration camp uniform, a 
wick, and the black camp shoe polish, pure oil.
 
Not far from the heaps of bodies, the living skele-

tons assembled to participate in the kindling of the 
Chanukah lights.  The Rabbi of Bluzhov lit the first 
light and chanted the first two blessings in his pleas-
ant voice, and the festive melody was filled with sor-
row and pain. When he was about to recite the third 
blessing, he stopped, turned his head, and looked 
around as if he were searching for something.
 
But immediately, he turned his face back to the 

quivering small lights and in a strong, reassuring, 
comforting voice, chanted the third blessing: “Bless-
ed are Thou, O Lord, our God, King of the Universe, 
who has kept us alive, and has preserved us, and 
enabled us to reach this season.”

 
Among the people present at the kindling of the 

light was a Mr. Zamietchkowski, one of the leaders 
of the Warsaw Bund. He was a clever, sincere 

person with a passion for discussing matters of 
religion, faith and truth. As soon as the Rabbi of 
Bluzhov had finished the ceremony of kindling the 
lights, Zamiechkowski elbowed his way to the Rabbi 
and said, “Spira, you are a clever and honest per-
son. I can understand your need to light Chanukah 
candles in these wretched times. I can even un-
derstand the historical note of the second blessing, 
“Who wrought miracles for our Fathers in days of 
old, at this season.” But the fact that you recited 
the third blessing is beyond me. How could you 
thank G-d and say “Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our 
God, King of the Universe, who has kept us alive, 
and hast preserved us, and enabled us to reach 
this season”? How could you say it when hundreds 
of dead Jewish bodies are literally lying within the 
shadows of the Chanukah lights, when thousands of 
living Jewish skeletons are walking around in camp, 
and millions more are being massacred? For this 
you are thankful to God? For this you praise the 
Lord? This you call “keeping us alive?”
 
“Zamietchkowski, you are a hundred percent 

right,” answered the Rabbi. “When I reached the 
third blessing, I also hesitated and asked myself, 
what should I do with this blessing? I turned my 
head in order to ask the Rabbi of Zaner and other 
distinguished Rabbis who were standing near me if 
indeed I might recite the blessing. But just as I was 
turning my head, I noticed that behind me a throng 
was standing, a large crowd of living Jews, their 
faces expressing faith, devotion, and deliberation as 
they were listening to the rite of the kindling of the 
Chanukah lights.
I said to myself, if God has such a nation that at 

times like these, when during the lighting of the Cha-
nukah lights they see in front of them the heaps of 
bodies of their beloved fathers, brothers, and sons, 
and death is looking from every corner, if despite 
all that, they stand in throngs and with devotion 
listening to the Chanukah blessing “Who performed 
miracles for our Fathers in days of old, at this 
season”; indeed I was blessed to see such a people 
with so much faith and fervor, then I am under a 
special obligation to recite the third blessing.”
 

Chanukah – Seeing with 20/20 
Vision, Even in 2020

That night in Bergen-Belsen, Mr. Zamietchkowski 
only saw what lay before him, dead bodies and 
terrible suffering.  The Rebbe also looked, but he 
saw another layer of truth that was equally accu-
rate – that there was a gathering of people who 
maintained incredible faith despite the most horrific 
circumstances.
 
As we celebrate Chanukah this year, it is hard not 

to be acutely aware of what is happening around 
us.  Corona numbers are going up, many places are 
experiencing a third wave of disease.  People have 
been devastated financially, by loneliness, and in 
so many other ways.  But even in this challenging 
2020, we can still choose to see with 20/20 vision.  
We can focus on the truths  that are all around us 
not visible to the naked eye. Let us use the light 
of the Chanukah candles to inspire us to see the 
positive, the good and the blessings, even in a year 
that requires us to look a little harder.  

BY RABBI 
EFREM GOLDBERG
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 By Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstrin:        William 
Ahdout was not your usual businessman. Having 
co-founded FXCM Inc., a retail foreign exchange 
broker, and served as its Chief Dealer and Manag-
ing Director since 1999, William was doing quite 
well in life. The corporation was making hundreds 
of millions of dollars and exceeding all expecta-
tions. 
How I ever became familiar with FXCM began 
with a man named Eduard Yusupov, or Eddie as I 
called him. In looking to raise some money for my 
high school, I came across Eddie, who was an irre-
ligious Russian Jew living in Queens. At that point, 
he had been in the trading business for some time, 
but it was not always that way. Eddie had in fact 
befriended William Ahdout years before as a taxi 

driver. 
Eddie 
had es-
caped 
Russia 
with his 
mother 
and ar-
rived in 
America 
with just 
about 
nothing. 
As a 
young 
twenty-
year-old, 
he took 
up driv-
ing as a 
taxi 

driver, which brought in a reasonable source of 
income. As it turned out, he would drive William 
Ahdout to and from his work every day. After 
picking up William from his mansion in Saddle 
River, New Jersey, he would drive him to work, 
and then spend the rest of his day taking care of 
whatever was needed until he would pick up Wil-
liam again and drive him home. 
Eddie at the time barely spoke English, but he 
enjoyed driving William. This was because, aside 
from the revenue it brought in, he enjoyed hearing 
William talking on the phone about his work in the 
foreign exchange market. Eddie found it fascinat-
ing. This went on for a year and a half, with Eddie 
chauffeuring William around and enjoying his 
company and conversations. Eventually, after 
spending hours together, Eddie and William be-
came close friends. 
As matters developed, FXCM was founded. The 

astonishing part was 
that out of the six foun-
ders, five were Jewish: 
Drew Niv and Ken 
Grossman (American 
Jews); David Sakhai 
and William Ahdout 
(Iranian Jews); Eduard 
Yusupov (Russian 
Jew); Michael Romersa 
(Italian). Despite the 
Jews being only 2% of 
the American popula-
tion, they dominated 

83% of the largest retail forex dealer in the world. 

The Jews in this firm 
generously donated large 
funds to numerous tzeda-
kah organizations. 
On February 6, 2017, 
however, that all changed. 
The NFA (National Fu-
tures Association) barred 
three of FXCM’s top 

principals from membership, including Drew Niv and William Ahdout, and the majority 
owner of the firm changed its name to Global Brokerage Inc. The firm also agreed to pay 
a $7 million penalty to settle a suit from the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion (CFTC) due to fraudulent misrepresentation by FXCM to its customers and to regu-
lators. FXCM withdrew its CFTC registration and agreed not to re-register in the future, 
which summarily prohibited them from trading in the United States. 
Some time after this incident, I was introduced to William Ahdout. I could immediately 
tell that he was a very connected and passionate Jew even considering the great loss he 
experienced with his multi-million-dollar corporation. But that was exactly it. What 
made me most curious was how he had coped with the loss. “How did you handle it?” I 
asked him. “What gave you the strength and perseverance to continue forward in life 
after what happened?” “Rabbi Wallerstein,” he said to me, “let me tell you… 
“Many years ago, when I first learned about trading funds, I began working in a small, 
close-knit company of thirty traders. I remember the man who used to sit to my right, 
next to my desk. 
He one day received a call from a large and prestigious company on Wall Street. ‘We 
heard that you trade funds,’ the Wall Street corporate manager began, ‘and so do we. 
Why don’t we get together and merge our teams and become the biggest corporation in 
the country?’ Now this man who received the call from Wall Street was someone I had 
known for five years and had become very close to. I figured that he would certainly hire 
me onto this dream team he was going to form and my salary would triple or even quad-
ruple. 
“As our company later sat down to a meeting together, the man mentioned the proposi-
tion of merging our companies together, which would skyrocket everyone’s success. He 
then began listing the various people who would fill in the needed positions. One by one, 
he went down the list enumerating those who would form this group. He began mention-
ing everyone except me, though I figured that he would eventually call upon me last. But 
then he reached fifteen people and said that was it. The team was complete. 
Except that I was not on it. 
“I was dumbfounded,” William said. “That was my chance. I was making a modest sal-

ary at the time and was sure this opportunity 
would promote and propel me so much further 
than I ever imagined. Even more significantly, I 
was almost certain that my good friend wanted 
me a part of the new company to be. 
“But I was left out. I felt alone, betrayed and 
sensed my future was bleak. 
“For the next six months, I found it hard to pray. 
I had been becoming more and more religious, 
was giving tzedakah and connecting to Judaism, 
but now this hit me. ‘Hashem, how could this 
happen to me?’ I wondered over and over. I felt 
deeply lost and disheartened and didn’t know 
how I would bounce back. I could not connect 

the dots. It was not until a year and a half later that I finally did. 
“Occupying the 101st to 105th floors of the World Trade Center in New York city was 
the financial services firm named Cantor Fitzgerald. Included among its 1,600 employees 
were those fifteen men who were selected from the previous thirty-person company I was 
a part of. Today, none of them are here. 
“Rabbi Wallerstein,” William concluded, as his eyes turned glossy, “had my friend cho-
sen me to be a part of that company, I would not be here today. I would have no family 
and no children. There would have been nothing left of me. 
“So now, as you ask, how did I deal with Hashem when I woke up in the morning and 
FXCM was done away with? It’s not as difficult as you think for me. Every day of my life 
since September 11th, it is a day I shouldn’t be here. And so, if I have FXCM or I don’t, I 
don’t have any questions for G-d. I know He has a much bigger plan in mind for me than 
I could ever imagine.” 
Everything that happens in our life, from the biggest and most debilitating challenge to 
the slightest nuisance, is not without an overarching purpose and plan in mind. Indeed, 
we all ought to view our world through the prism of a “9/11.” Every night we lay down to 
sleep and wake up the next morning, it is a pure blessing and gift. Life itself is the great-
est privilege and opportunity, and so long as we have that, we know we can make it 

 Meet William Ahdout  

WE ARE LOOKING TO RENT 
3-4 bedroom apartment or small house 

Preferably in the Forshay area or nearby. 
Please reach out to Yossi via WhatsApp  @ 845-642-8392 

or Yossisherr@gmail.com 
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PIRSUMEI NISA AT THE LIGHTING IN THE SHUL

CHANUKA
PIRSUMEI NISA AT THE 

LIGHTING IN THE SHUL
When it comes to the lighting of the me-

norah at home, there is a machlokes if the 
pirsumei nisa is an absolute requirement or 
not. What about the lighting of the menorah 
in shul: is that necessary to be done only 
with spectators? The poskim write clearly 
that the purpose of the lighting in shul is to 
publicize the miracle. Thus, it is definitely 
a requirement to have a minyan who will 
see the candles. The question is, however, 
if they need to be there at the time of the 
actual lighting or is it sufficient for them to 
see the candles burning. This is actually a 
machlokes.

 The Rama writes that, generally, one 
should light between Mincha and Maariv. On 
the other hand, in regards to Erev Shabbos, 
he points out that some have the minhag to 
light before Mincha. However, he himself, in 
the Darkei Moshe, writes that the prevalent 
custom is, even on Friday afternoon, to light 
after Mincha. The Magen Avraham adds that 
if it will be too late to light after Mincha, one 
can light before Mincha – even though the 
congegants have not yet arrived – even with 
a brocha, as long as the people will come 
afterwards and see the lit candles.

However, Rav Yaakov Emdin, in his sefer 
Mor U’ktzia, takes issue with the ruling of 
the Magen Avraham. He opines that the 
pirsumei nisa has to be in affect at the ac-
tual time of the lighting. The fact that the 
latecomers will see the lit menorah is not 
sufficient. He therefore rules that if there is 
no minyan present at the time of the light-
ing, they must light without a brocha.

  Thus, in regards to the lighting in the 
shul, it is definitely required to have the pir-
sumei nisa aspect. The question is if it will 
suffice to have spectators who will arrive 
after the lighting or is it imperative for them 
to be there at the time of the lighting. The 
Magen Avraham opines that seeing the lit 
menorah will suffice, whereas the Yaavetz 
holds that there must be quorum of ten at 
the time of the actual lighting. 

The opinion of the Yaavetz needs to be 
understood. Why would it not suffice that 
people will come and see the lit candles. 
We can explain his perspective based on 
another ruling of his. The Yaavetz writes 
that we find, in regards to the mitzvah of 
lighting the menorah, that in certain cases, 
even if not all agree that one should light, 

we still rule that one should light, with a 
brocha. This is different than the general 
rule of when in doubt, leave the brocha out. 
The Yaavetz explains that there is a specific 
reason to recite the brocha. In regards to the 
mitzvah of candle lighting, without reciting 
the brocha, it may seem that the lights are 
just for his own use and not for the purpose 
of the mitzvah. Thus, it is imperative to 
recite the brocha in order to pronounce that 
the lights are for the purpose of the mitzvah.

Therefore, the Yaavetz holds the fact that 
the people will see the lit menora after-
wards will not suffice. It is essential, that 
they hear the brocha recited, thus making 
it clear that it is for the purpose of the mitz-
vah. 

IN CONCLUSION
As far as lighting in one’s home, there 

are different opinions if one is absolutely 
required to have pirsumei nisa. However, 
in regards to the lighting in the shul, it is 
definitely required to have the pirsumei nisa 
aspect. There is a machlokes whether it will 
suffice to have spectators who will arrive 
after the lighting or is it imperative for them 
to be there at the time of the lighting.   

A kuntres of shiurim on Chanukah is avail-
able, which includes the following shiurim:

•	 Neiros Chanuka and Neiros Hameno-
rah of the Beis Hamikdash – Similari-
ties and Differences

•	 The Shul Menorah - Halacha or Minhag 
associated dinim and mekor of the 
Bracha

•	 Pirsumei Nissa at Home & in Shul – 
Halachic Requirement or Hiddur 

•	 Menorah. oil & wicks - any preferences

•	 Bosor B’cholov and Chanuka – con-
necting both halachos

 If you would like a copy of any of these 
shiurim, or for any comments and questions, 
please send a request to: RabbiScheiner@
18forshay.com, or reach out to me: 845 372 
6618. 

All shiurim delivered at the Kollel Boker, 
Night Kollel, or any of our various programs, 
such as Legal Holidays and Yeshiva Bein 
Hazmanim are open to all. Come and join 
the many who enjoy these informative and 
intriguing shiurim!

Chanukah Family Event at Ohr Chaim
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SOURCE FOR THE ISSUR OF 
BISHUL AKUM

The Mishna in Avoda Zora tells us that the 
Chachamim made a decree that one cannot 
consume food cooked by a non-Jew. The 
Gemara asks for the source of this prohi-
bition, and concludes that it is a rabbinical 
enactment, which is alluded to in the pasuk, 
known as an asmachta. As Tosfos points 
out, from the fact that the Gemara was look-
ing for a source in the Torah and entertained 
the possibility that bishul akum is a Scrip-
tural prohibition, it is clear that this was an 
issur that was around for a long time.

In fact, we see in the Midrash that the issur 
to partake of food cooked by a non-Jew was 
already in effect during the Purim story. The 
fact that they ate at Achashveirosh’s party, 
where they served food cooked by non-
Jews, was enough of a reason for the evil 
decree that was set against them to be an-
nihilated. Although this is only a rabbinical 
decree, the Chasam Sofer explains that they 
were indeed deserving of death, as Chazal 
say: “one who disobeys a rabbinical decree 
deserves to die.”

In addition, the commentators explain that 
when Chazal say it is an asmachta – allud-
ed to in the pasuk – it is not just a way of 
remembering the issur, but it means that 
this issur has its source in the Torah. Al-
though the Torah did not actually forbid food 
cooked by a non-Jew, Hashem is revealing 
the concept, and left it up the Chachamim to 
decide if it should actually be forbidden.

Now that we see that the issur of bishul 
akum is already alluded to in the Torah, we 
can understand why we find that bishul 
akum is stricter than pas akum. The poskim 
point out that although commercially baked 
bread is allowed – as discussed at length in 
the previous shiur – there is no such allow-
ance when it comes to food cooked by a 
non-Jew. 

However, although the issur of bishul 
akum is alluded to in the Torah, it is still an 
issur dirabanan, and does not have the rules 
and regulations of an issur min hatorah. 
Therefore, the Shulchan Aruch rules that 
when there is a safeik – a question if the 
issur applies – we follow the rule of safeik 
dirabanan l’kula, when there is a doubt 
about an issur dirabanan, we can be lenient.

REASON FOR ISSUR – 
TO STOP INTERMARRIAGE

Rashi explains that the reason behind this 
decree is to keep our “social distance” from 
the non-Jews. As discussed in the previous 
shiur, the Rambam writes, familiarity and 
closeness can bring to assimilation and 
intermarriage, as occurred in the story of the 
Bnos Moav. Many other Rishonim write the 
same.

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach bemoans 
the fact that intermarriage is so widespread 
today, especially in America, and blames a 
big part of the problem on the fact that they 
are negligent in the issur of bishul akum. He 
adds that instead of seeking leniencies, we 
should go the other extreme and do whatev-
er we can to stay away from food cooked by 
a non-Jew, which will help stop this terrible 
plague of assimilation and intermarriage. 

SUMMARY

The issur of bishul akum is rabbinical, with 
a possible allusion in the Torah. The concern 
is to keep our social distance which will help 
ensure that we don’t come to intermarriage.

COMMUNITY KOLLEL NEWS

Whether it is Daf Yomi, Amud Yomi, Mish-
na Yomis, or one of our many other learning 
programs – from early in the morning until 
late at night – our many dedicated lecturers 
in Ohr Chaim are there for us, sharing their 
wellsprings of Torah. It was therefore a won-
derful opportunity for the magidei shiur to 
get together for an enjoyable Chanuka Mesi-
ba. Feelings of achdus permeated the event, 
as they discussed how much is being done 
to help others in these challenging times. A 
beautiful salt shaker was presented to each 
one as a small token of appreciation for their 
devotion and avodas hakodesh.

SSiiggnn  UUpp  ffoorr  aann  AAmmaazziinngg  NNeeww  WWhhaattssAApppp  GGrroouupp  
Receive links to all Shiurim given by our Rosh Kollel 

HHaarraavv  NNaacchhuumm  SScchheeiinneerr  
Receive links to the latest and most relevant shiurim on Halacha and contemporary issues 

 

To join this extraordinary group 

Whatsapp 845-499-6354 

Or email  

ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com 

This past week, I gave a shiur 
at the Kollel Boker, on the topic: 
“Hiddur Mitzvah & Its Application 
to Neiros Chanukah.” In addition, 
I gave another shiur, on the topic: 
“Machlokes Beis Shamai & Bais 
Hillel In Hidur Mitzvas Chanukah 
– Several Explanations & Practi-
cal Halachic Differences Between 
Them.” These shiurim – as well as 
an MP3 of the various shiurim on 
the topic of Chanuka – are avail-
able at the shul – 18 Forshay Main 
Lobby, as well as on our website 
18Forshay.com.

Wishing you a Freilichen Chanu-
ka and a Wonderful Shabbos,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
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