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AU parents want the best for their childien — that they
stould be good and upright, that they fave everything
they need for a fusitful, joyous life.

Jhe classic wenk, Shelah HaKadesh, contains a prayer
that parents should recite for their children at any time of
the year — but especially an the day before Rosh Che-
desh Sivan, for that is the month when G-d gave us the
Jerah, and when the Jewish pecple began to be called
Fis Children
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DEAR KEHILLA,

PAYING HIS BILL

The children of two respectable families
in London got engaged. The buzz in the
streets is that this wedding will be over the
top. The father of the bride sent a telegram
to his children and asked them to reserve
a specific date for the wedding in three
months’ time. Two of his children were
living in France; one was very successful
and the other not at all. The father sent a
separate letter to his wealthy son to not
spare any expense and to purchase only
the best to celebrate the wedding. The fa-
ther added that everything his son spends
in honor of his father will be reimbursed,
but he must make sure to take care of his
brother and family as well.

Upon receiving his father’s letter he im-
mediately went on a three month shopping
spree and the excitement mounted. With
all the frenzy of purchasing and preparing
he forgot to speak to his brother, the poor
man, about the upcoming wedding. A day
before the wedding he quickly sent a mes-
senger to his brother to be ready by the
port with his family to set sail to England.

The rich brother traveled first class while
the poor brother was in steerage and
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came in rags as he had no funds to pur-
chase new clothing..

On the other side of the English Channel
the father is waiting at the dock for his
children to arrive. The older rich son exits
the ship with his family and he receives a
warm welcome. Next, the younger brother
embarked from the ship with his family.
They were clad in tattered old clothing with
no possessions in sight. The father feels
a burning rage towards his wealthy son’s
apparent lack of concern for his unfortu-
nate brother. Not wanting to destroy the
festive occasion, the father remains silent.
He quickly purchases clothing for his poor
son and provides him and his family with
everything they need for the wedding.

After the wedding the affluent son gently
reminds his father of his promise to reim-
burse him and brings a long list of expens-
es to be paid back. The father insists that
he owes him nothing and again wishes
him a safe journey. The son explodes and
says, “look at the letter with your hand
writing and your signature!” The father
explains to his son that it clearly states “all
expenses that you will endure for my honor
will be reimbursed.” However, the father
pointed out, all of your expenses were
about you and not me because if you did
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it in my honor you would have dressed
your brother as well. The fact that you

let him arrive in his tattered clothing just
proved that the monies you spent were for
your own selfish pleasure. This is why you
are owed nothing”

The Parasha (25-25)0n1 'nx ' D

A Imtnxn. The Medrash brings proofs from
the scriptures that when a person takes
care of the downtrodden, Hashem will pay
his bill. We also find the Talmud in tractate
Baitza 16a states that all of a person’s fi-
nancial needs are established and put into
place from Rosh Hashana to Rosh Hasha-
na except for the month of Tishrie nwn.
The Talmud explains that if one doesn’t
have money for the expenses of Shab-
bat and Yom Tov he can “borrow on my
account and | (Hashem) will repay all the
debt. What is the action that one can do
to indicate that all of his expenses and the
loans that he took are indeed for the honor
of Shabbat and Yom Tov? If he takes care
of his brother and did not only think of his
own personal needs. This ensures that all
was purchased in honor of Hashem and
will surely be repaid.

we should all merit that our actions will be
a source of nachat to our Father in heav-
en. Amen.

Zmanim by our incredible Gabbi
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‘ Rabbi Coren

BEHAR BECHIKOSAI — CHIZUK FROM MERON - PREP FOR SHAVUOS

As | write this article | look back at the past five
days and find myself still struggling to describe
what | am feeling. The words that come to mind
are tragic, shocking, traumatizing. | believe that at
first most of Klal Yisrael found themselves speech-
less as they witnessed what was happening
before their eyes. It was only later that they were
able to internalize the panic and disbelief they
were experiencing.

The Meron tragedy turned into a national day
of mourning in Israel and around the world as the
death of 45 holy Neshamos awakened the unity
the Jewish world sorely needed. In Monsey, we
felt the pain and suffering of the bereaved fami-
lies especially with my friends, the Steinmetz fam-
ily as they tried to accept that their son Dovi, as
he was belovedly known by hundreds of people,
was one of the 45 special souls in Reb Shimon's
chabura that were taken away from us.

The descriptions during the levayas that took
place just hours before Shabbos set in and
those held on Sunday used words of inspiration,
emunah, bitachon and humility. The mourning
family members and the precious Neshamos that
had perished emerged as people from different
worlds, persons who in the darkest times held
strongly to the belief that what the Jewish people
needed most right now was Achdus. When inter-
viewed at the funeral of his young son, Yedidya,
who perished in the disaster, a father was certain
that had he been asked, his son would have said
that the one thing that is more important than
anything—is Achdus. Who thinks like that? When
tragic events occurred throughout the world,
what was the reaction of the people? Was there
a call for unity and love? An appeal to strengthen
ourselves and accept the belief that everything is
from our loving father in heaven-- even if we don't
understand His reasoning? Have we ever heard
an interview with a person who experienced a
near death experience and spoke of beseeching
G-D: 'Please don't let me lose my Emunah in
you?' How many young boys who, when asked
what they were thinking about when they thought
they were about to be crushed to death respond-
ed: Emunah, Bitachon and Shema Yisrael?

| explained in my daily video that with all the
challenges that the Jewish people have gone
through and continue to experience everywhere
and with all the grievances we may have against
Hashem when we don’t understand something
He has done, we can't but be filled with pride
and honor to be part of this special club called
the Jewish people. Indeed, there are those who
do not consider themselves true Jews but when
our people are struggling or under physical or

) Lankry

Marah D'asra
305-332-3311| alankry@yahoo.com

Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim | 18 Forshay Rd. Monsey NY 10952

M T - 2"

914-645-4199 | rabbidac@gmail.com

emotional attack all Jews are true Jews.

A Torah Jew is one that follows one of our great-
est Rebbis, Rabbi Akiva. Rashbi tells us in Gitin 67
that one of the reasons we should study middos
is because they emanate "from my Rebbi'-- Rab-
bi Akiva. The ultimate Jew is someone whose
Emunah in Hashem is real and who dedicates his
life to studying Torah and follows its dictates it in
order to become united with Hashem; he is one
who learns with the intent of spiritual transforma-
tion especially in character refinement and whose
burning for Torah has become a source of light to
the world and not a fire of destruction.

It's interesting that Rashbi says '"mimn nw which
simply means review ‘my behaviors.’ But Rashi
informs us that it means ‘'my Torah.’ The answer
to the different interpretations is simple. Rashbi
is telling us to study ‘my Torah’ and Torah means
instructions on how to act. As we say in davening,
o"n NN --living Torah. In order for the words
of the Torah to create a change in us it must be
leaned with the desire to be like the great tzadik-
im of the past as well as those of the present--like
the 45 Neshamos.

We can learn two powerful lessons from the
levaya of Dovi Steinmetz. The first was his power-
ful passion for living and this meant being totally
engaged with helping others in any way possible.
We also heard from one his Rebbes who men-
tioned from Reb Yonasan Eibershitz that when a
righteous person leaves the world, his middos be-
come hefker—ownerless. Anyone can grab them
and use them to charge his Neshama.

| want to connect all of the above to the begin-
ning of this week’s Parsha which speaks about
shmita. Rashi explains that shmita is really an ex-
ample for all mitzvos that were given on Har Sinai.
He doesn’t however, explain why this is so.

| believe here are two aspects that form the
foundations for the mitzva of shmita--indeed for
all mitzvos. Both are elaborated on by the Chasam
Sofer and his son, the Ksav Sofer.

The first is Emunah. How can we really expect to
keep shmita (this coming year) without trusting
that Hashem will ensure that the farmers manage
to economically grow sufficient food in the 6th
year to satisfy us throughout the 7th year despite
leaving their fields fallow?

The second aspect brings us back to the im-
portance of Achdus. We are one family and the
best way to express this is by keeping the laws of
shmita when suddenly each of our fields become
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a public gathering where anyone can
enter unhindered and enjoy the fruits
of our trees. It's truly an incredible test
for someone who didn’t work on his
middos especially the midah of nini
and the ability to love every Jew, even
the Jew that just walked into your
back yard with his 12 kids to have a
feast on your date or orange tree and
you must share the fruit wholeheart-
edly as if it belongs to them much as
to you.

There is much to learn from the
Meron tragedy that we are still trying
to digest....

May we never need such an awak-
ening again; rather let us have the
full Yeshua with Techiyas Hamesim
Blmhera Beyamainu, Amen.

Shabbat Shalom

) Scheiner
Rabbinic Coordinator,
Rosh Kollel, Kollel Boker & Night Kollel

| Coren

845-372-6618 | rabbischeiner@18forshay.com

nan
Manager

845 587 3462 | manager@18forshay.com
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Rabbi YY Jacobson

SAYING GOODBYE
TO YOUROLD G-D

SOMETIMES, BEING
CLOSE MEANS FEELING
FAR

The Endless Quest
A STORY:

It was Simchat Torah,
and the disciples of Rabbi
Mendel of Horodok, many
of whom had journeyed for
weeks to spend the joyous
festival with their Rebbe,
were awaiting his entrance
to the synagogue for the
recital of the Atah Hor'eisa
verses and the hakafot pro-
cession. Yet the Rebbe did
not appear. Hours passed,
and still Rabbi Mendel was
secluded in his room.

Finally, they approached
Rabbi Schneur Zalman of
Liadi, who had studied with
Rabbi Mendel in Mezeritch
under the tutelage of the
Great Maggid. Perhaps Rab-
bi Schneur Zalman, who was
revered and loved by Rabbi
Mendel, would attempt what
no other chassid would dare:
enter the Rebbe’s room and
ask him to join his anxiously
awaiting followers.

When Rabbi Schneur Zal-
man entered Rabbi Mendel's
study, he found the chassidic
master deeply engrossed in
his thoughts. "The chassi-
dim await you,” said Rabbi
Schneur Zalman. "Why
don't you join them for the
hakafot?”

"There are a hundred
meanings to the verse
Atah Hor'eisa,” cried Rabbi
Mendel, “And | do not yet
fully understand them all. |
cannot possibly come out
to recite the verse without a
proper comprehension of its
significance!”

"Rebbe!” said Rabbi
Schneur Zalman. “When
you will reach a full com-
prehension of the hundred
meanings of Atah Hor'eisa,
you will discover another
hundred meanings you have
yet to comprehend...”

"You are right,” said Rabbi
Mendel, rising from his
seat. “Come, let us go to
hakafot.”

THROWING OUT THE
OLD?

An interesting verse in this

week's second portion, Be-
chokosei, reads, "You will eat
the very old [grain] and you
will remove the old to make
way for the new."

A homiletic interpretation
of the verse understands
"the very old" to symbolize
G-d, who has "been around"
since time immemorial and
who represents eternity.
One ought to eat and satiate
one's hunger with "the very
old" G-d.

Yet there comes a time in
our life when we need to
"remove the old to make
way for the new." We should
never get stuck in our old
definitions of G-d. We must
be ready to abandon our
old perception of G-d for
the sake of a more real and
mature relationship with
ultimate reality.

It is not always easy, but
this is the path forward.

Our old definitions of G-d
can become traps which sti-
fle our creativity, hinder our
growth, and keep us stuck
in the quagmire of our fears,
traumas and insecurities.
G-d can become an opium,
an excuse for not allowing
ourselves to be challenged
in a genuine way. Religion
sadly becomes the factor
which holds us back from
an honest assessment of
our lives and the courage
to rethink our mistakes or
dysfunction.

The only definition of G-d
in Judaism is that He has no
definition. This means that a
relationship with G-d is the
readiness to challenge every
comfort zone, every addic-
tion, every fixed paradigm.
It is the openness to mystery
and to the ultimate knowl-
edge that I do not know.”

SPIRITUAL
FRUSTRATION

A little while ago, a man
approached me one morn-
ing in the synagogue and
expressed his anguish over
the fact that he does not
experience G-d anymore in
his life.

"When | originally became
a baal-teshuvah (returnee to
Jewish observance) many
years ago," he said, "l felt an
intimate relationship with
G-d. | sensed His truth and
His depth. "Today," the man
continued, "l am still a prac-
ticing Jew. | put on teffilin

each morning, | pray three
times a day, | keep the Sab-
bath and | don't eat shrimp.
But G-d is absent from my
life. "How do | become a
baal-teshuvah again?" the
Jew wondered.

As | looked up at his face,
| noticed a tear in his eye. |
thought that he may be far
better off than many people
born and raised as observant
Jews who have never shed
a tear over G-d's absence
from their lives. Many of us
are even unaware of the fact
that there exists a possibility
to enjoy a genuine personal
relationship with Hashem.

In the midst of our emo-
tional conversation, | noticed
on the table a 200-year-old
Chassidic work titled "Noam
Elimelech." | opened the
book, authored by the 18th
century Chassidic sage Rab-
bi Elimelech of Liszhensk ,
and randomly arrived at the
Torah portion of this week,
Bechukosai.

In his commentary to
the first verse of the por-
tion, the Chassidic master
discusses an apparent lack
of grammatical accuracy in
the blessings that we recite
daily. "Blessed are You, Lord
our G-d," we say, "Who has
sanctified us with His com-
mandments."

Why do we begin the
blessing by addressing G-d
in second person, "Blessed
are You," and then conclude
it by addressing Him in third
person, "Who has sanctified
us with His command-
ments."?

THE PARADOX

In the beginning of one's
spiritual journey, writes the
saintly author, when first
discovering G-d in one's life,
Hashem seems very near.

At that special moment of
rediscovery, you feel that
you "have G-d," that you
grasp His depth, His truth,
His grace. You and G-d are
like pals. You cry to Him,
you laugh with Him, you are
vulnerable in His midst. Like
one who is reunited with a
best friend not seen in many
years, you declare: "G-d!
You're awesome." "Blessed
are You."

But as you continue to
climb the ladder of spiritual
sensitivity, you come to dis-
cover the gulf between you
and infinity. This is not a sign

of distance, but of closeness. When you become close to truth,
you can begin to sense how far you are from truth.

A deeper relationship with G-d allows you to sense the void
and the distance. That void becomes the womb where a new
relationship can be born.

FAR BUT NEAR

It is this state of mind that the Prophet Isaiah is addressing
when he says, "Peace, peace to him who is far and near, and |
will heal him." How can one be both "far and near" simultane-
ously?

The Chassidic master Rabbi Elimelech answers that Isaiah is
referring to the Jew who feels that he is far, but in truth he is
near. The very fact that one senses is remoteness is indicative of
his closeness. If he truly were to be distant, he would actually
feel close!

When the first Jew Abraham is taking his son Isaac to the Akei-
da (the binding of Isaac) atop the sacred Mt. Moriah in Jerusa-
lem, the Torah tells us that "On the third day, Abraham looked
up and saw the place from afar. Abraham said to his attendants,
'You stay here with the donkey, and | and the lad will go yonder,
we will prostrate ourselves and then return to you.""

Why did Abraham take his attendants along if he was to leave
them behind anyway? Because it was only Abraham who
"looked up and saw the place from afar." Only Abraham realized
how remote he still was from the Divine mountain. His atten-
dants, on the other hand, actually thought that the place was
near. At that moment, Abraham became aware of the vast sea
separating his spiritual state from theirs; he knew that they were
not ready yet to accompany him on his journey toward G-d.

Thus is the paradox of one's spiritual process. The closer you
become, the further you must become. It is to this Jew, harbor-
ing deep humility and frustration, that G-d sent forth His prom-
ise: "l will heal he who is far and near."
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‘ Rabbi Steinfeld

Raining Bracha

In Vayikra 26:4 the Torah tells us about a bracha
of having rain come down in its proper time. The
Mishna in Berachos 54a says that when it rains
one should say the bracha of HaTov VeHaMeitiv.
The Mishna Berura 221:1 explains that in Eretz
Yisrael, where the land is extremely dry, when the
rainy season arrives everyone is very excited, and
they therefore make the bracha. In the event it
continues to rain, we don’t repeat the bracha, it is
said just the first time. It stands to reason that in
a place where the rains come naturally, and it is
not such a great simcha, one would not make the
bracha.

The Sefer Kol Bo 87 and the Bais Yosef 221 say
that in our times there is no need to say the bra-
cha on rain as we are used to having rain all the
time and we don’t have the same simcha as a city
or country that is very dry. We therefore don’t
make the bracha for rain. This is also true, due to
the fact that we don’t have shortages of rain. The
Smak 151 says that in today’s day and age there is
no need to make a bracha for rain. The Rema 221
agrees that since we have rain all the time, there
is no need to make the bracha on rain. The Aruch
Hashulchan asks the following question. There are
many years where there is a shortage of rain, so
why don’t we make the bracha during those years
when the rain finally comes? We don't really find
an answer to this question.

The Mishna in Taanis 10a says that Rabban Gam-
liel says that on Zayin Cheshvan we start saying
Vesen Tal Umatar in Eretz Yisrael, fifteen days
after the Yom Tov of Sukkos, so that the last per-
son travelling home to the city of Peras would not
get stuck in the rain. Just like we don’t ask for rain
until fifteen days after Sukkos, why don’t we stop
asking for rain fifteen days before Pesach, so that
the Yiddin who are Oleh Regel should not get wet
as they travel?

There are a few reasons. The first answer given
by Reb Chaim Kanievsky, is that a when a Yid is
doing the mitzvah of aliya I'regel, he will not be
stopped by neither rain, snow nor hail. The prob-
lem may occur on the way home. Then it will be
difficult!

The second tirutz is also given by Reb Chaim
Kanievsky. He says that a person wears a coat
and boots during the winter to protect himself
from the elements. Conversely, right after Sukkos,
which is the end of the summer season, finds that
people have yet to protect themselves from the
elements.

A third tirutz is that when it comes to start to ask
for rain, we don’t do so since we are sensitive to
the people going home. However, we don’t stop
asking for rain once it’s the rainy season, since it is
necessary and is already in middle of the season.

The fourth and final tirutz is from Reb Gamliel
Rabinovitch who says that when it comes to be
Oleh Regel we are not worried for rain, as we say
shlichei mitzvah einan nizakin. However, upon
returning home, there is a shitta that holds that
shlichei mitzvah are protected only on the way to
the mitzvah, but not on the way back. We there-
fore don’t start asking for rain until all the people
reached their homes after Sukkos

May we be zocheh to be Oleh Regel and appreci-
ate the rains that Hashem gives us!

RABBI

BENTZION SNEH

ADAPTED FOR ENGLISH FROM
THE WRITING OF RABBI SNEH

. '"MIXN NKI 127N 'NINNA DX
D'y I'NNY 'Yl W'D INNYn
nma

If you follow my directives and keep my com-
mandments, Rashi explains this to mean that
you must be laborers in the Torah.

It is well known that the Rabbi of Rafshitz
changed his family name from Rubin to Hor-
rowitz. His explanation for the change was
that “Rubin” means ruby which is a precious
stone. He did not want his descendants to
think that by name alone they could achieve
the perfection of a precious stone. To achieve
excellence demands hard work, as the posuk
says, “for a man to toil is born”. The name
Horowitz would symbolize “Haraven” hard
work which is needed to have success in
torah

"Three things are acquired with suffering:
“Torah, the Land of Israel and the world to
come." (x"v 'n nin1a "wi,'x,'x N1 ninv). It
is impossible to gain true knowledge in torah
without a massive amount of hard work.

There was king who had a son that was
approaching marriageable age. The king
does not believe that his son was capable of
managing himself properly as he was very
spoiled.

If someone is incapable of working and
taking care of himself he imposes his needs
on others. This was not the way to begin a
new life.

The king informed the Prince that he had to
go out and get a job. If he could support him-
self, then and only then would he be ready to
get married.

The spoiled prince went to complain his
mother the Queen. “It is difficult for him, he

does not know how to work ... It is not proper
for him to engage in physical work ( which is
all he was suited for)” The Queen took pity on
him and decided to give him a fifty-dollar bill
as a gift. "Go to your father, show him the bill,
and tell him you earned that amount working
today."

The king's son came to his father, showed
him the bill, but to his astonishment the king
took it, tore it to pieces, and sent his son
away.

The prince again cried to his mother. "There
is no choice," she told him, " your father is a
hard person to fool. He knows about you to
well. There is no escape, you will find a job
and earn a daily wage for it."

The son went to the market and looked for
work. He labored for a whole day, and in the
evening received a fifty-dollar bill.

That night he reached out to his father, and
handed him the bill.

The king took the bill and stood as if to tear
it.

The prince jumped up to him and tried to
stop him: "Father:, he cried, “I sweated so
much for this money!".

Immediately his father took him, hugged
and kissed him. "Now you worked! Now you
worked! the previous day | tore up the money
, and you did not care! Now that you know the
value of work, you may be ready to build your
house."

A person who has labored in Torah appreci-
ates what the Holy Torah is. When you take
his study time away from him, he feels like his
heart is being torn. He cannot stand it! Apply-
ing yourself diligently to the study of Torah is
the only way to create a true connection, a
lasting connection to the Holy Torah.

Parsha Summary




Chizuk Following
The Tragedy in Miron

Rabbi Eytan Feiner

There are tragic, truly catastrophic times when we feel that all we can really do is cry. nn1 "xi1 nNn
A2T... Inundated by relentless waves of grief, engulfed in indescribable pain, there are simply no words to
capture the magnitude of the loss we all now feel upon hearing the devastating news from Meron.

So many karbanos, the heart-wrenching loss of pure and pristine neshamos taken from us in their prime, lists of the
injured so painfully long. And at one of our most holy and cherished sites, all in the midst of what typically is a joyous
and uplifting time. Oy, Hashem Yerachem Aleinu! ‘n *>77T D™NDO)...

My dear "Y1 "21NX: Let's not waste valuable time trying to satisfy our innate curiosity to uncover all the details, to determine
what precisely went wrong, who were the guilty parties, etc.; such scrutiny is the onus of others. Our responsibility lies in delving
deep within ourselves to discover what spiritual areas warrant an immediate tikkun, what foibles need further fixing, what middos
require rectification. We must wake up and work on ourselves like never before-- individually and collectively.

And we must cry. We must learn to muster the ability to sincerely feel for others, to fully commiserate and empathize, and to cry out
together with the victims and their families in their suffering. To live a life that perpetually bespeaks NQ82 *D2X 1MY. And to daven and cry
for Y8 222 12°'NX from the depths of our hearts.

Let us turn quickly to the following true story:

There was a couple married for many years, suffering the agony of barrenness, yearning incessantly for a child to cradle in their arms. The
husband informed his wife one day that he wished to divorce and marry another with whom he could bear children. But his wife was not willing to
accept such a fate. Instead, she davened fervently and shed copious tears to be blessed with a child together with her devout husband.

On Rosh HaShana night, the husband had a dream. He found himself in an orchard, surrounded by myriad trees of all sizes, and was suddenly
leaning on a small tree without any fruit. He understood that the tree represented none other than himself; no fruit, no children. A mal‘ach then
entered the orchard carrying a bucket filled with water, and soon began watering the various trees.

The man quickly understood that the mal'ach was Hashem's messenger to provide children for the upcoming year: a tree that was watered will
bear fruit that year. Oh, how he wished the mal‘ach would also pour from his special waters on his awaiting sapling. Lo and behold, the angel
arrived by the foot of his tree and put down his barrel of water. He then removed a small jug from his sack and poured its contents upon the tree.

The tree immediately sprouted and blossomed, and a beautiful fruit emerged.

When he awoke, he ran to tell his wife about the dream-- and they both understood it hinted to good tidings. On Motzai Rosh HaShana, he
shared the dream's contents with his illustrious Rebbe, who informed them they would indeed merit a child that very year. He then asked his
Rebbe, "why didn't the angel water my tree from the barrel with which he watered all the others? What was the significance of the small jug
he used instead?" The pious Rebbe explained: "The jug wasn't filled with water. It was filled with your beloved wife's tears-- the same tears

she shed to merit having your child. And in the zechus of those precious tears, you will soon be blessed with a holy child."
That year, Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai was born. The father was Yochai, and the Rebbe was the renowned Rebbe Akiva.
And this powerful story shared by the Nachlas Avos reminds us of the potency of heartfelt tears.
1DY11 XD mynT "yY.

The gates of tears are never closed. We can teach ourselves to cry-- for ourselves and, yes, for others about whom we deeply
care. And we can bring great things into this world. Refuos, yeshuos, and besuros tovos-- for us and for all of Klal Yisroel.

This Lag B'Omer we are shedding an abundance of tears. Let's never despair, never lose hope, NEVER stop trusting in
the Ribbono Shel Olam and His bountiful love and benevolence towards us.

We never, ever, ever give up! HaKB"H has a masterplan we simply don't understand, but our tears-- especially
for others in the midst of their pain and suffering-- will truly help expedite the Geula Shi‘leima. A time when
all tears will finally cease, and we will celebrate joyously together with Mashiach Tzidkeinu once and

for all. Bim'heira bi'yameinu amen vi'amen!

Have a most meaningful and inspiring Shabbos Kodesh
and only Kol Tuv selah,
Rabbi Eytan Feiner
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‘ Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

We Can't Stop Climbing
the Mountain

Remarks Delivered at Boca Raton Synagogue on
Shabbos Parshas Emor,
the day after Lag BaOmer 2021/5781

“Did u see the news. We hear tons of ambulances
passing. We can’t even leave. This is insane. We are
all so scared.”

On Thursday evening, | got a flurry of texts from
my daughter Leora who was in Meron. Obviously,
we immediately found out what happened and
were beyond grateful that Leora was not only all
right, but she was able to be in touch with us. We
spoke several more times that night. While we
were sleeping, she was still processing what hap-
pened and | woke up to the following text:

“Abba, the craziest part was the switch of emo-
tions. | thought it was the most meaningful thing.
I loved the whole night. Everyone was so different
yet so dedicated to the day. | was davening so in-
tensely and really felt that this would be a reason
Mashiach would come. All Jews of all types were
dancing together and there were so many people
and there was inspirational music and davening. |
literally davened that HaShem should look around
at all of his children together, end our tzaros and
bring Mashiach. I had such a powerful davening -
It really felt so uplifted and then ten minutes later
the stretchers were running in and this huge tzara
happened.”

My daughter was struggling to make sense of
it, to go from feeling Moshiach is imminent to he
was never further away. She was struggling and
I must admit, so am I. While most got back on
busses, forty-five people, among them children,
did not. Each a world, each a child, a sibling,
maybe a husband and a father. Among them was
Donny Morris, a grandson of our beloved members
Rabbi Joel and Malka Morris, who was learning
in Shaalvim for the year. Donny was a sweet and
gentle soul. He was thoughtful and sensitive and
especially kind to those who needed it most. He
was so happy that night. The picture that went
around with his big smile, a picture many of you
have seen by now, was a picture he sent his family
shortly before he left this world. How could this
be? Lag BaOmer, the night that we mark the end
of collective mourning, how could an intense new
mourning have begun?

"NX 03X'20 Di'R Nayn NONRR D% D19,
NIMAN NN NNAY yay N91aNn Ny

“And from the day on which you bring the sheaf
of elevation offering—the day after the sabbath—
you shall count off seven weeks. They must be
complete.”

Our Parsha contains the mitzvah to count the
Omer. We count from Pesach until Shavuos but
the Torah doesn’t give us dates, rather it tells us
count seven weeks. And no ordinary weeks, either:
seven temimos weeks, complete weeks. Hala-
chically, we understand “complete” to mean we
cannot begin Shavuos until nightfall, otherwise
the 49th day is not complete.

But the Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 28:3) under-
stands it differently:

nin'ANn 10 "NARK NN NRTRN NMNaY yay
DiIpn YY 12187 1'wiy YXIpY i

Seven complete weeks — when are they con-

sidered complete? When the people of Israel are
fulfilling the will of Hashem.

What does it mean the counting of sefirah is only
complete when you do the ratzon of Hashem? If
you completed the count, wasn’t that His ratzon?
Moreover, Chazal tell us that when Hashem told
Avraham, MMMEAN *N"M2 NX NNX), if you observe
my covenant, He was referring to the mitzvah of
the Omer. Why is Omer called a bris, as opposed
to other mitzvos?

Rav Avraham Schorr shlit”a explains that we
aren’t just counting and marking days on a calen-
dar. There is a specific goal, an effort or exercise
we are engaged in to improve in a particular area,
to better keep a fundamental directive of Hashem.
The Torah (Devarim 18:13) gives us a mitzvah
A*PYX ‘N DY NN DN, You must be wholeheart-
ed with Hashem your God. But what does it mean
to be tamim with Him?

Rashi, quoting the Sifrei, explains:

ANX APNN XM ,1% N9EM ,NIR*ANA iny 1%nNnn
X1 MNMNA Yap Y X2 nn YD XHX  NITNyn
PPN iny n'nn:

Walk before him whole-heartedly, put your hope
in Him and do not attempt to investigate the fu-
ture, but whatever it may be that comes upon you
accept it whole-heartedly, and then you shalt be
with Him and become His portion.

Sefiras HaOmer is an annual 49-day challenge
to surrender and submit ourselves to Hashem, to
forfeit our capacity to understand, our expectation
or entitlement to comprehend. For seven weeks,
one day at a time, we work hard to be tamim, to
be whole, to be mevateil ourselves to Him. Only
then, when we have no preconceived notions,
no demands, no expectation or entitlement, only
then can we stand at the base of the mountain on
Shavuos, can we accept His Torah.

Amalek attacked us in the month of lyar when
we were on that march toward the mountain.
The Torah famously describes 92 Ta \p WK,
how they “happened” upon us on our journey and
tried to make us people who believe everything is
happenstance. They continue to attack us today by
trying to get us to believe it is all chance, random
and coincidence. There is no meaning, no order,
no God and nothing is by design. Our answer, the
antidote, is to count these days and use this time
to be more and more tamim, to see Him more and
more everywhere and responsible for everything.

The weeks of Sefira are only fully realized as
temimos when we are devoted to retzono shel
makom, because the whole goal of the count is to
improve on our willingness to be 191 112181 Yvan
1M81. Omer is called a Bris, a covenant, because
our commitment and promise is to use this count
to draw closer, to think more about Him and less
about us, to put His vision and interests ahead of
our own, to submit to His plan whether we under-
stand it or not.

This Sefiras HaOmer, our count, our journey to-
wards the mountain has been painfully interrupt-
ed. Our effort to fulfill N*NN DN is being tested
by this inexplicable and incomprehensible tragedy,
the greatest non-terror catastrophe in Israel’s
history. So where do we draw our strength?

Our father, Avraham Avinu, was told 229% %nnn
DN N*M, walk before Me and be tamim. His
commitment to fulfill this charge was put to the
test when he was asked to sacrifice and give up
his own son. Even then, Avraham remained stead-
fast in his faith, unwavering in his convictions. He
has passed that fortitude down in our DNA, he has
transmitted that capacity to us, his genetic and
spiritual heirs.

Those forty-five neshamos that are no longer
here went to Meron to literally and metaphorically
climb the mountain, to draw closer to Hashem,
to feel His presence, to answer the call of@™nan
NN . Their presence there that night tells us
that none of them would want their tragic loss to
create the question that knocks us off the moun-
tain. Rather, in a great test of our Sefira count
towards temimus, they would want us to continue
to climb, albeit after understandably stopping to
catch our spiritual breath. You may have seen
the video of the enormous crowd in Meron singing
“Ani Ma’amin - | believe with a complete faith in
the coming of Moshiach,” just moments before the
tragedy. We sing Ani Ma’amin when we look out
and it feels like Moshiach is about to come, and we
continue to sing Ani Ma’amin when we look out at
events that simply defy words or understanding.

Yes, when we learned that an American in Israel
for the year was lost, it became more real, more
relatable. When we found out he was connected to
our community, it hurt that much more. But even
before then, whose heart didn’t hurt, whose eyes
didn’t tear up when first hearing the news, when
watching the number of casualties climb? The im-
ages contained crowds that for the most part look
very different, practice differently than most of
us. The pictures of most of the casualties reflect
different communities, hashkafas and lifestyles.
But that didn’t impact the pain, the concern. That
didn’t diminish or lessen the hurt. And so I beg of
you this morning, that agony you felt when learn-
ing about this tragedy, that ache you felt when
seeing pictures of those victims, bottle that feeling
and remember it.

You see, it too often takes these tragedies to feel
the connection, to share a common heart. In Tel
Aviv and Haifa, hundreds of secular Jews turned
up to give blood to their Chareidi brothers. In
Yerushalayim, a blood donation station downtown
turned people away - there's already enough. In
Givat Shmuel, a Jew was distributing free food to
families with loved ones who haven't yet made it
home, and were too busy to cook for Shabbos. A
funeral took place Friday for a Jew from Montreal
with no family in Israel. Hundreds came in intense
heat to give final and proper honor his neshama.

Why?! Why must it take tragedy to feel together,
why must it take sorrow to recognize we have one
heart? Next time you are tempted to see a fellow
Jew as the other, as different, you are quick to
judge or criticize them, ask yourself if their image
were part of a tragic picture would you not cry
for their loss, would you not feel the pain of their
family?

As we return to climb the mountain, let’s remem-
ber what to hold on to and what to let go off. Let
go of the questions that have no answers, but bot-
tle the sense of unity and togetherness that is the
solution to a time when Hashem will look down at
his children, end our tzaros, and bring Moshiach.

TORAH GAVE DOCTORS
PERMISSION AND POWER
TO HEAL

...It is my opinion that for your back

problem, you should visit a doctor

a specialist. Our Rabbis taught

[Brochos 60, 1) that the Torah gave permission
(included in that is the power) for doctors to heal.

==== Igros Kodesh V29 P23
==== Part of Rebbe'’s letter. Igros Kodesh: V29 P113
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Rabbi Reisman

KEEPING LIFE
SIMPLE

We find in Parshas Bichukosai be-
fore the Tochacha words of Chizuk the
wonderful things that will take place
as it says in 26:3 (;19%n ,"NpNA-0OX
1SN-NXIrONX DNV NYN N). We
find in reference to Shemitta as well a
promise of good things happening as it
says in 26:5 (yaw'’ nonn% on»ax1). In
the case of Shemitta many Meforshim
ask the following question. Rashi says
on (Vaw nonn’ nnbox) that (901X
1"YNna 1ann X1 Xynp) that there
will be a blessing that you will eat a
little and you will be satisfied.

The Meforshim question why is this
Beracha necessary as after all we were
already promised that if we keep the
Shemittah that there will be an abun-
dance of Tevua. There will be enough
Tevua for 3 years. If so, why do we
need (1'YN2 71ann XiMm Xynp Yo1xX)
that we will eat a little and be satisfied,
we will be wealthy and will have plenty
of Tevua?

The usual Teretz something | believe
that I said in previous years is some-
thing that was attributed to Rav Pam.
That there are two types of Berachos,
there are people who have to work
more to have more and those people
have the Beracha of having an abun-
dance. There are people who are on a
higher level and don't want to work
more and like working less, for them
there is a Beracha of (X1 Xynp YoIx
1"yna \1ann).

This year |1 would like to share with
you another Teretz from the Igros
Moshe. Rav Moshe in the Igros Moshe
in Yoreh Dai'a Cheilek 3 Siman 71
offers a different explanation. The
question was if you are already going
to be blessed with plenty then why is
it necessary to be blessed with (9218
1YNa \1ann X1M Xynp). Rav Moshe
makes a very important remark. He
says that even if a person is wealthy he
is better off not changing his lifestyle,
still living in a simple life. (Rynp 921X
1"yna \1ann X1M). Even though the
person will have plenty of Tevuah, he
will not need to spend that extra plen-
ty. The small amount that he spends

when he wasn't wealthy will be ade-
quate for him. This is a very important
Beracha. We live in a generation where
more and more people have more and
more assets and become wealthier and
wealthier and they don't become hap-
pier. This is because as they become
wealthier their lifestyle and needs
change. Says Rav Moshe, even if you
have plenty still (X1 Xynp 01X
1"VYNna \12ann) eat a small amount that
you had until now and be satisfied and
that is a true blessing. It is a challenge.
When you find yourself saying that now
I can afford this let me move up and
get a fancier car or a fancier vacation,
don't let it happen to you it is a trap. It
is a quicksand trap. A trap into which

a person sinks and strangely enough
as he makes more and more money

he finds that the money he has is less
and less adequate for his needs. Be an
Ochel Kim'a Umisbarach B'maiav. .

These shiurim have been transcribed
from an actual drasha. As speed is of the
essence, spelling and grammar may be
compromised

927nRa nwAab



Stories of Chizuk

Learning from a Baby

A few years ago, a couple in Bnei Brak
was blessed with a new baby girl. After
the baby was born, she would not stop
crying and would not nurse from her
mother or take any bottles. This con-
cerned the head nurse, who looked in
the baby’s mouth and discovered that
her lip and tongue were attached. This
was a very severe case of this particular
deformity. The nurse set up a feeding
tube to give the baby necessary nutri-
ents.

Immediately, the parents discussed be-
tween themselves that though this was a
tragic occurrence, it is from Hashem and
clearly symbolic. Since the defect oc-
curred in the baby’s mouth, they took
upon themselves to strengthen their
shemirat halashon—guarding one’s
tongue and vowed to be more careful
and refrain from speaking lashon hara.
They also took upon themselves to learn
two halachot a day of shemirat halashon
and to make sure not to speak or hear
lashon hara as a zechut for the refuah
shelemah of their newborn baby.

The parents then researched who was
the best surgeon to perform this compli-
cated procedure to fix their daughter.
The parents brought their baby to the
surgeon for the appointment a week
after they took upon themselves to re-
frain from speaking lashon hara. The
surgeon looked into the baby’s mouth.
He looked and looked inside with a

serious expression, not saying a word,
which made the parents anxious. Fi-
nally, the surgeon said, “I really don’t
know why you are here, there is abso-
lutely nothing wrong with your daugh-
ter’s mouth. Her tongue and lips are
perfect, exactly the way they should be.”
Rabbi Frand brings down a frightening
chiddush—idea from the Chovot HaLe-
vavot. The idea is that if Reuven was to
slander Shimon, it is said that all of
Reuven’s mitzvot and merits that he
accumulated up until that point will be
transferred over to Shimon, and all of
Shimon’s sins will be transferred to
Reuven. The Chovot HaLevavot goes as
far to tell a story about how Shimon sent
Reuven a fruit basket as a gift for Reu-
ven saying lashon hara about him, to
thank and repay Reuven for transferring
all his merits over to Shimon. Jack E.
Rahmey based on the teachings of Rabbi

Amram Sananes.

The Netziv & the Doctor

R’ Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, the Rosh Yeshiva of Volozhin known by the acronym, Netziv, never
went to the doctor when he was sick. Once, though, when he experienced a prolonged period of not feel-
ing well, he acquiesced to his family’s urging and let a doctor visit. After the exam, the doctor gave him
a prescription and the Netziv thanked him. No sooner did the doctor leave than the Netziv tore up the
scrip. “What are you doing?” asked his incredulous family. The Netziv explained that instead of going to
a doctor when something hurt him, he would think about which mitzvos are associated with that limb. He
would then examine which of those mitzvos he has been lax in and make an effort to repair his wrongdo-
ing, thereby strengthening that body part. However, this time he could not identify exactly which part of
his body caused him to feel weak. Once the doctor identified it, he no longer needed he doctors medicine.
He would now cure it the way he always cured his own ailment, through teshuva. Source: revach.net
Migdal Ohr.

The Rosh Yeshivah And the Mailbox

Tefilos in the Manchester Ye-
shivah were meticulous &
lengthy, yet long after the last
Kaddish for Maariv was over,
the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Ye-
huda Zev Segal, zt”1, would
finally complete his Davening.
A student would then give the
Rosh Yeshivah a ride home.
However, for Rav Segal, the
ride was not a gap in the day’s
schedule. He got into the car
carrying a bundle of letters to
mail.

It used to be that when the boys
had letters to mail, they would
give their letters to a Bachur
named Eliezer to mail for them.
One time, when they brought
the letters to Eliezer, Rav Ye-
huda Zev asked if he could take them instead. The Bachurim hesitated. Surely, this wasn’t Kavod for the
Rosh Yeshivah! But who were they to argue? Even the Yeshivah’s driver asked if he could go out into
the cold night instead of the Rosh Yeshivah to mail the letters, but Rav Yehuda Zev became very ani-
mated, & exclaimed, “I would give you a million pounds for this Mitzvah! Mailing the letters is a Chesed
for the Bachurim, & it brings great joy to their parents, who live far away.” So, every evening, the car
would stop by the mailbox on the side of the road, & the Rosh Yeshivah would emerge & mail the let-
ters. He would say “Hineni Muchan U’Mezuman...Behold I am prepared to do a Mitzvah of Chesed!” &
he would mail the letters. When he got back in the car, he would say, “Look how Hashem gives Olam
Haba away! For an act that is so small, you get so much!” Torah U’Tefilah

Two Acceptances, One Marriage

Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein

As I am accustomed, every year before going up to Meron on Lag Ba’Omer, I visit my Rebbe, R Gam-
liel Rabinowitz. Two years ago, he said to me, “Accept something upon yourself, and whatever you
need, Hashem will answer you.”

With me that year was my youngest daughter, Hindi. “If you’d like to become a kallah,” R” Gamliel
added, “go up to Meron with your father, accept something upon yourself, write it down, and keep to it
very closely. You will see, that next year on Lag Ba’Omer, you will know your chassan.”

What surprised her and my entire family was that R” Gamliel said that on the very day of Lag Ba’Omer,
she will know her who she will marry. And that is exactly what happened. One year later, on Lag
Ba’omer, she got engaged.

But Hindi never told her chassan anything about what had transpired with R’ Gamliel and her personal
kabbalah.

Until the night of her engagement, she mentioned to her chassan what had happened. “So what did you
accept upon yourself?” he asked. Although she had told no one else, she confided in him. “T accepted that
five minutes before Shabbos I would be ready.” Her chassan was speechless. “What? What did you say?”
he asked, fumbling his words. “T accepted upon myself that five minutes before Shabbos I would be
ready.”

“You are not going to believe this,” he said. “Last year, I also went to R> Gamliel, and he told me, ‘If you
want to know who your kallah is on next year’s Lag Ba’omer, accept something upon yourself.” After I
was told this, I wrote down on a piece of paper that from now on, I will make sure that I am ready five
minutes before Shabbos.”

They had both accepted to do the same thing without knowing about each other. Lag Ba’omer is an espe-
cially auspicious day to take something new on and commit to it. And it really works.



Jokes

Conversation Rules

A woman has the last word in
any argument.

Anything a man says after that

is the beginning of a new argu-
ment.

“The Internet

Give a person a fish and you
feed them for a day.

Teach a person to use the
Internet and they won't bother

you for weeks, months, maybe
years.

Drwm Sele

The longest drum solo was 10
hours and 26 minutes...

And it was performed by the

child sitting behind me on Delta
flight 963 from LA to Tokyo.

Baseball Fanatic

My wife claims I'm a baseball
fanatic. She says all | ever read
about is baseball. All | ever talk
about is baseball. All | ever think
about is baseball.

| told her she's way off base!

Tood Etiquette

How do you tell a kebab to be
quiet?

Shh, kebab

Order in the court

Judge: Silence in court! The
next person who laughs again
will be thrown out of court.

Accused: Hahahaha

Judge: | wasn't talking to you!

Dinner Prayer

Everyone was seated around
the table as the food was be-
ing served. When little Logan
received his plate, he started
eating right away.

"Logan, wait until we say our
prayer," his mother reminded
him.

"l don't have to," the little boy
replied.

"Of course you do," his mother
insisted, "we say a prayer before
eating at our house."

"That's at our house," Logan
explained, "but this is Grandma's
house and she knows how to
cook."

Operation Clean-Up

Yesterday my husband thought
he saw a cockroach in the kitch-
en. He sprayed everything down
and cleaned thoroughly.

Today I'm putting a cockroach
in the bathroom.

Deg's Shampoo

| accidentally used the dog's
shampoo this morning...

Now | feel like a good boy.
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SEFIRA

SEFIRA - A CONCERN OF
BROCHA L'VATALAH

We mentioned previously that, according
to the Bahag, if one missed a day of sefira,
he can no longer recite a brocha. There is
a question raised by the acharonim on this
notion. Why is there no concern that one
may miss a day of sefira, and then retroac-
tively all the brochos of the previous days
were in vain? This is a concept we find in
regards to a zava. Tosfos writes that al-
though she has a mitzvah to count 7 clean
days, she does not recite a brocha, since if
she sees more blood her brocha will have
been in vain. Why don’t we have the same
concern here that if one day is missed, the
previous brochos will have been in vain?

Some suggest that this is only a concern
when it is something not in a person’s
control. A zava cannot stop the blood from
coming, so we tell her not to recite the
brocha. On the other hand, remembering
to count sefiras ha’omer is something that
one can be careful to do, and we do not
need to be concerned that he will forget.

However, the Mishna Berura does seem
to be concerned in the case of sefira, as
well. He writes that women should not
count sefira with a brocha because they
may forget one day to count. It seems
that he is concerned about the previous
brochos being in vain. If that is the case,
why don’t we have the same concern for
men? We should not allow men to count
sefira with a brocha because if they forget
to count one day, the previous brochos will
have been in vain.

Some explain that it is only when it
comes to women that we are concerned
that they will forget. Since they do not nor-
mally daven with a minyan, it is very easy
for them to forget. But for men there is no
such concern. Another reason given is that
we are not concerned that the brochos will
be retroactively in vain. The concern is that
women do not know the intricacies of the
halacha and may be unaware that missing
a day disqualifies them from continuing to
count with a brocha, and may incorrectly
continue counting with a brocha. It is in
this case that the Mishna Berura suggested
that they count from the outset without a
brocha.

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

the Torah does not use the words: “temi-
mos tih’ui,” which would mean that they
must be complete. Rather the expression is
“temimos tih’yena” which means that one
must do what he can at the time to make
the sefira complete. Therefore, as long as
at one is doing what he can to make it a
complete mitzvah, even if he later misses a
day, the brocha is not in vain.

There is another explanation given (Rav
Paler and Rav Scheinberg). Since the bro-
cha is on the maaseh mitzvah, even if later
on a day was missed, although one can no
longer continue to recite the brocha, since
at the time a maaseh mitzvah was being
performed, the brocha was not in vain.

The Chida however writes that one must
be extremely careful not to miss a day,
because missing a day will invalidate the
entire mitzvah, rendering the brochos of
the previous days in vain retroactively.

SUMMARY

We are not concerned about the possi-
bility that one may forget a day of counting
and the previous brochos will be in vain, ei-
ther because one can be careful to remem-
ber or because we do not lose the previous
days counted retroactively.

There is a Kuntres of shiurim on the
topic of sefiras ha'omer available. If you
would like a copy of any of these shiurim,
or for any comments and questions,
please send a request to: RabbiSchein-
er@18forshay.com, or call 845 372 6618,

To receive updates of upcoming shi-
urim, to receive a link to current shiurim,
or to access archived shiurim, please
send a request to: Secretary@18forshay.
com, or follow the prompts on our web-
site 18Forshay.com.

Recorded shiurim are also available on
CD at the shul - 18 Forshay Main Lobby.

All shiurim delivered at the Kollel Bo-
ker, Night Kollel, or any of our various
programs, such as Legal Holidays and
Yeshiva Bein Hazmanim are open to
all. Come and join the many who enjoy
these informative and intriguing shiurim!

Rav Shlomo Kluger offers
another reason why we are not
concerned about the possibility
that one may miss a day. Even
if later on a day was missed, it
will not be considered that the
previous brochos were in vain.
He explains that “temimos,”
the expression which requires
counting all the days is not a
prerequisite in the fulfillment of
the mitzvah. He points out that

ROSH KOLLEL

THIE WEEK IN PICTURIES

Rabbi Avi Kahan speaking at
the Night Kollel

Reb Yitzchok Kolodny giving
a Chaburah at the night Kollel
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THE ISSUR OF
DRINKING MILK OF
A NON-JEW

I would like to share some more
highlights of a recent shiur given in
the Night Kollel, on the topic of Cholov
Yisroel.

As we discussed, Chazal decreed
that one not consume milk that was
milked by a non-Jew without Jewish
supervision, because the non-Jew may
mix in non-kosher milk. This is a real
concern even thousands of years after
this decree was made, as we can see in
the following story, which happened in
England during the war.

Rav Yosef Zvi Duner had a camp
for girls in the countryside. In order to
provide cholov Yisroel, he had some
girls go over to a nearby farm and
supervise the milking. One time they
arrived after the milking, rendering
the milk non-kosher, since it had no
Jewish supervision. They decided to
take some milk just for the babies.
When they returned with the milk and
told Rav Duner what had happened,
he told them that they must return the
milk, and not give the farmer mixed
messages — for some it is kosher and
for some it is not. When they came
back to the farm to return the milk, the
farmer got upset at them for returning
the milk, and screamed at them not to
contaminate his milk.

When they told Rav Duner what
had happened he realized that he needs
to clear the air, and remain on good
terms with the farmer. He went down
to explain why they were unable to use
the milk. He told the farmer that this
was nothing personal against him, but
due to the decree of the Chachamim,
because there can be some non-Jewish
farmers who will put in non-kosher
milk. The farmer heard him out and
asked him to come to the window
and pointed to the squared off area of
his ranch behind his home. He told
Rabbi Dunner, “In that area is where
| keep my pigs. | am the one who
provides milk for the whole region,
and whenever | am short on milk, I
substitute some pig milk, and no one
even knows.” He then exclaimed,
“How right your rabbis are. They knew

exactly what they were talking about.
You can feel free to come back and
watch the milking.”

Our 4-part series of inspirational
speeches for women continues. The
shiur takes place on Wednesday nights
at 8:15pm, in 18 Forshay Tent Gimel.
On Wednesday, April 28, the shul
hosted Rabbi Daniel Mechanic on the
topic of “Inspiring our Children and
Ourselves in an Uninspiring World.”
On Wednesday, May 5 was Mrs. Jackie
Bitton on “Six Secrets to a Beautiful
Marriage,” and on Wednesday, May 12,
Rabbi YY Jacobson will speak on “The
Foundation for a Peaceful Home.”

KOLLEL NEWS

The Kollel Boker continues the 6th
perek in Meseches Brochos — Keitzad
Mevarchin — hilchos brochos on foods
and drinks. The Kollel Boker meets
every morning from 7:00-8:00. Come
join us and become proficient in this
fundamental area of halacha!

The Night Kollel is deep into
hilchos sheva brochos. Come join
us and really appreciate what is
happening at a chupa and sheva
brochos! The Night Kollel is from 8:15-
9:45, with Mincha or Maariv available
before or after.

On Wednesday night, the Night
Kollel hosted Rabbi Avi Kahan, Rav
of Kehilas New City, and Dayan,
Vaad Hadin V’hora’ah. Among other
things he discussed when a shidduch
is bashert from before birth and the
mechanics of how a get works.

The Sunday Night Chaburos
continues, giving the members of the
Night Kollel an opportunity to share
some insights on the topics being
learned. This week’s chabura was given
by Reb Yitzchok Kolodny, on the topic:
“Sheva Brochos — an Integral Part of
the Nisuin.”

The Night Kollel is proud to
present a pre-Shavuos shiur, given by
Rabbi Dovid Rube Shlit"a, Rav of Klal
Ateres Rosh of Wesley Hills. Topic:
“How to Prepare for Shavous.” The
shiur will take place on Wednesday
May 12, at 9:00pm.

Sign Up for an Amazing New WhatsApp Group
Receive links to all Shiurim given by our Rosh Kollel
Harav Nachum Scheiner

Receive links to the latest and most relevant shiurim on Halacha and contemporary issues

To join this extraordinary group
\Whatsapp 845-499-6354
Or email
ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com

MISHMAR In honor of sefira, there will be a
kuntres available — both in English
and in Hebrew — on the topic of the
sefiras ha’omer, from shiurim given in

recent years in the kollel.

Ohr Chaim’s Mishmar program
takes place every Thursday night,
at 10:15, giving young men in the
workforce an opportunity to get
together and enjoy each other’s
company, in true spirit of ahavas
chaveirim, with kugel and cholent.

For more information about the
Kollel Boker, Night Kollel, and much
more — please call 845 - 372 - 6618, or

email: Rabbischeiner@18forshay.com.
Rabbi Simcha Bunim Berger

gives a Chumash Shiur every Friday
morning, at 10:30, in 20 Forshay
upstairs

Wishing you a Wonderful
Shabbos,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

COME JOIN 40 WOMEN IN

Rosh Chodesh Sivan

Thursday, May 13th | 8:00 pm
6 Rose Garden Way, Unit 204

Please RSVP 917.721.0855

Bring your own dough or text Henny
at 917.750.5523 if you would like to
purchase dough for $18
Leah Scheiner, Henny Klipper and Gittel Follman
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