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* Weekly Thursday Night Chabura *

1"V YO
Enjoy a Lively discussion of relevant Torah Topics
Inawarm informal atmosphere
Hot food and beverages will be served

Thisweeks Guest speaker

Rabbi Yehoshua Weber x"v'7v

Founder Ohr Tzvi Rabbi Emeritus Clanton Park Synagogue, Toronto

— TALMUD —
YERUSHALMI

STARTING MESACHTES CHAGIGAH

Learn the inyanim and sugyos that run
parallel to the Daf Yomi of Talmud Bavli

BY MAGGID SHIUR
Rav Simcha Bunim Berger, Shiit”a

10:15 PM | 20 Upstairs

Looking forward to seeing you

Yudi Steinmetz Shlomo Becker
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TO OUR VERY DEAR FRIEND AND
COLLEAGUE

JUNIOR

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU
AND YOUR WIFE ON THE BIRTH
OF YOUR ANGEL.

WE WISH YOU AND YOUR BABY
GIRL A LIFETIME OF HEALTH AND
HAPPINESS.

Felisitasyon pou ti fi

Pou nou renmen anpil zanmi ak koleg
Junior

Ti fi ou a se yon benediksyon ki soti
nan svel la. Usher i ak lanmou ak swen.
Se pou Bondye beni nou tout epi ede
nou chak fwa nou cheche | nan men li.
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2:00pm — Tent 2 "™y oy
3:00pm -Tent 2
4:00pm —Tent 2
5:00pm - Tent 2
6:00pm - Tent 2




~ THANK YOU FOR ALL OF THOSE THAT PARTICIPATED
N CTHIS YEARS MISHLOACH MANOS FUNDRAISER

Rabbi & Mrs. Simcha Bunim Berger  Rabbi Daniel & Rachelle Coren ~ ~ Rabbi Yossi & Orit Fried

Rabbi Aron & Mindy Lankry

" Rabbi Avrohom & Deena Lehr

- Rabbi YY & Esty Jacobson :

Rabbi Nachum & Leah Sche’ir_'\elf__ Rébbi_Dovid & Shoshana Malin Rabbi & Mrs. Yitzchok Silber Rabbi & Mrs. Shea Stern

Yohann & Andrea Abitbol

Menachem & Toby Adler
Solomon & Naomi Bazian
. David Berger =

Yitzi & Faigi Berkowitz
“Moshe & Leba Berkowitz
. 'Mechal Beshari
Tzvi & Davidah Blech
Akiva & Danielle Bloom
Doni & Leah Brodie
Solomon Citronenbaum
Yehoshua & Shira Dreyfuss
Allan & Chaya Farkas
Akiva & Roselyn Feinsod
Reuven Feldman
Simcha & Michal Feuer
Andrew Finkiel
Charles & Julie Fleischner
Moe & Gittel Follman
Moshe & Sara Frankel
Dovid & Esti Frankel
Reuven & Devora Frankel .
Shmuel & Ettie Freedland
Tzippy & Nussy Fried
Lenny & Karyn Friedman
Moshe & Esty Genuth
Yakov Mordechai
& Yona M Ginsburg
Eli & Braindy Gitler
Mordy & Aviva Gold

Chai & Rachel Goldberg -
Yaakov & Zehava Golding
Eli-& Nigina Goldman. -
Benjy & Rita-Goldstein
Kalman & Raizy Green
Daniel & Reena Green
Chaim & Sara Green

Shlomo & Yocheved Groll
Dovid & Susie Gunsburg
David & Sara Gurwitz

Eli Hakuk

Avi & Gitty Hans

Aron & Becky Heinemann
Nachy & Tzippy Hellman
Anshel & Esther Herbst-
Chaim Avraham & Sarah Holiday
Chaim & Sarah Hollender
Menachem & Rose Ilowitz
Hershy & Pereleltzkowitz
Hillel & Shoshana Jacobson

" Fuli & Chani Jaffe.

Avi & Racheli Kagan - :
Shloimy & Blimy Kaller
Avi & Huvy Katz

 Shabsi & Malki Kenig

Elly & Chavie Klein

Yumi & Zeldy Klein
Shmuel & Henny Klipper
Nachum & Briendy Koenig
Yocheved Kushner .

Reuven & Chedva Lampert
Shmuel & EstherLapa

Chaya Sara Lazarus & Family
Shmuel Yosef & Leah Rieder
Yoel & Toby Lebovits

Avi & Rena Leibovic
Nachman & Suri Lichter
Nachman & Ruchie Maimon
Raphael & Rachel Marciano
Michael & Elizabeth Muschel
Yehuda & Tzipora Nadoff
Peshie & Lavi Needleman
Sruly & Tova Neuhauser
Meilach & Dena Neuman
Eliezer & Temi Newhouse
Avrom & Bastzion Pancer
Zecharia’& Yochevad Peker
Udi & Suri Peretz

Ethan & CB Pfeiffer

“'Rafael & Sandi Pirutinsky
.-Ariel & Leah Potash

Avrahom & Shira Pressburger
Arie & Chani Rabinowitz
David & Rebecca Rose

Yitz & Laura Rosenberg

Yisroel Meir & Brochie Rosenberg

Joel & Sandy Rosenwasser
Mr. and Mrs. Rothschild

Duvy & Tzivi Samuels
Dov & Shifra Sandberg
Lazer & Heather Scheiner

-"S}.\rhuel & Rena Schleifer

Shimi & Chayie Schlisselfeld

_ Chezki & Carmit Schmutter

Shraga & Draizy Schreiber
Beryl & Shani Sendrovic
Asher & Estee Sendrovic
Jack & Chanie Shelby
Yochai & Ester Shely
Yitzchak & Susan Shuster
Michael & Jacqueline Silberberg
Tamar Sontag

Butch Stefansky

Brian & Shoshana Stein

Yakov & Silka Steinmetz

Yudi & Sarah Aydel Steinmetz
Yisroel Zev & Tzipporah Stern
Hetzy & Nechama Stern

Lazer & Rochel Sternhell
Yocheved & Stan Sved (Salamon)
Chaim Traube

Leib & Laurel Tropper

Shabse & Chani Twerski

Alter & Shira Wagschal

Yudi & Eti Weinberg

Yitzhak & Dini Weinberg

Motty & Chaya Weinreb

Yitzchok & Nechama Wieder
Ephraim & Aviva Yurowitz
Yossi & Suri Zafir

Yanky & Shaindy Zahler
Yehuda & Perry Zelik
Aaron & DevoriqZu\tler i



Reb Chaim §
the Grasshopper

STORY EXPLAINED BY
HARAV YISROEL REISMAN

| would like to explain one
of the most famous Rav Chaim
Kanievsky's stories. Rav Chaim
Kanievsky wrote a Sefer on the
laws of Chagavim, grasshoppers.
The laws of Chagavim are of
course in this week's Parsha. Most
famously during that time that Rav
Chaim Kanievsky was learning the
Halachos of Chagavim he wondered
about certain physical attributes of
the Chagavim and a grasshopper
jumped in onto his Shtender where he
then examined it and let it go, however,
he was able to Pasken a Halacha
based on viewing the grasshopper. A
number of years ago someone once
asked Rebbetzin Kanievsky Aleha
Hashalom whether this was true and
she responded true? It came twice! This
is the story. The question is when one
learns Hilchos Chagavim what in the
world did Rav Chaim Kanievsky want to
see in this grasshopper? What was there
that is complicated about a grasshopper
that would require Rav Chaim Kanievsky
to examine it?

Here | would like to answer the
question and tell you why | think this
took place. The Simanai Kashrus of a
grasshopper are four. Grasshoppers
have to have 4 legs and 2 jumpers (those
are the legs that give the grasshoppers
a distinctive look). These are legs that
protrude higher than the body of the
grasshopper. It has to have 4 wings and
the wings have to cover most of the
body of the grasshopper. We have an
additional Siman that it has to be called
a Chagav but that is not the Din Torah.
So there are 4 Simanim, 2 having to do
with the wings, 4 wings and the wings
have to cover the body, 4 legs, and 2
jumpers. Regarding these two jumpers
the Posuk says 11:21 (,173xn ,aT-NX X
(17) X7-2gx :yax-2v 1700 ,qiva Y Hn
Yax2-7v [22 M7 ,1"721Y% 2vnn 0'wad).
Jumpers that are above the feet.

Rashi in this week's Parsha says in
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these 2 jumpers are found in the front

of the body closer to the neck of the
grasshopper while the 4 feet are found in
the back of the grasshoppers. That is the
way Rashi translates the Posuk.

Our grasshoppers are not that way,
they have the 2 jumpers in the back and
not in the front while the 4 legs are found
in front. There are many Meforshim who
are Matmia (who wonder) where did
Rashi get this from as we have never
seen such a grasshopper. Obviously
there is a tremendous Nafka Mina. If
we Pasken like Rashi that the only
grasshopper that is Kosher is the one
that has the 2 jumpers towards the head
then most of the grasshoppers that
we have today are Treif (not Kosher)
because they are lacking this Siman.

If we Pasken that the jumpers can be

in the hind section then most of the
grasshoppers we have today are Kosher.
The Meforshim don't Pasken like Rashi
because they reject that there is such a
Mitzios, that such a grasshopper exists
at all. Although Rashi seems to say that
he had seen it.

In the Shulchan Aruch when you look
at Hilchos Chagavim nobody on the page
of Shulchan Aruch brings Rashi L'dina.

Yet if you take Rav Chaim Kanievsky's
Sefer he Paskens like Rashi. He says
that we Bnei Ashkenaz who follow the
Psak of Rashi are only allowed to eat
grasshoppers who have jumpers closer
to the head which means that all the
common grasshoppers are not Kosher.
From where did Rav Chaim Kanievsky
get to Pasken this way? To Pasken like
Rashi which is not brought in the other
Poskim? There can only be one answer.
Rav Chaim Kanievsky was learning
these Halachos and a grasshopper
visited him and he picked it up and he
saw that Rashi is right, there is a Min
(type) of grasshopper that has jumpers
closer to the head and feet lower. Well if
one sees such a grasshopper obviously
a person would Pasken like Rashi. The
only reason to reject Rashi is for those
who have never seen it. That would
explain why Rav Chaim Kanievsky would
have to observe and see physically

that such a grasshopper exists and of
course that explains why he Paskens
that way. The moral of the story is of
course although Sefardim have a custom
to eat grasshoppers, we Ashkenazim
would have no such custom because
we would follow Shittas Rashi as Rav
Chaim Paskens and we would refrain
from grasshoppers which is all as well
because | don't think we have a big Taiva
for the eating of grasshoppers. That

is an explanation of the story and my
purpose is not the story, my purpose is
that you know the Halacha and now that
you have learned hopefully you will see
it in Rashi (1221 7vnn) Rashi's unique
Teitch and the fact that Rav Chaim
actually Paskens this way.




DEAR KEHILLA,

PARASHET
SHEMINI

The Parasha opens with a command-
ment to Aaron “Take for yourself a calf,

a young male of cattle for a sin offering”
Rashi explains; this is to inform Aaron that
Hashem grants atonement for him through
this calf, for the golden calf that he made.
Why does Aaron need atonement at all?
We know the Parah Aduma was a Kaparah
for the Aigel, as it is said “the mother will
come and clean up the mess of the child”.

Rav Yehuda Tzadka, Rosh Yeshivat Porat
Yosef in Jerusalem, shares an insight.
There were 3 types of sins that took
place by the golden calf: 1) People that
prostrated themselves to the Aigel, they
were killed by sword. 2) Those that only in
their hearts worshipped, they passed away
in the plague that took place after the
grinding of the Aigel. People drank it with
water and died just like a Sotah that dies
as they drink the water. 3) Those people
who did not protest against the actions
that took place during the Aigel, for them
the Kaparah was the Parah Aduma. Group
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#1 violated in their heart and action, group
#2 only in their heart and group #3 lacked
the protest against evil. Aaron was not

in any one of these groups. His violation
was in action but not in heart as his inten-
tion was to stall the people until Moshe
would return in hope to prevent the sin. He
brought a Korban in this weeks’ portion as
a kaparah for his “sin”.

This seems to imply that Aaron did a sin
and needed atonement. That cannot be
possible because his thoughts were pure,
and even his actions were to stall the
people. When the Aigel was miraculously
created in the fire, Aaron was shocked.
This was not what he expected to happen,
he expected for the gold to simply melt.
Even his action was not sinful.

The Talmud (kedushin 39b) teaches us
that if one has good intentions without
action Hashem will attach an action to
his intention. When one has negative in-
tention with a positive action, Hashem
won't include the negative intention to the
action. Here Aaron intention and action
were good, it was Hashem who threw him
a curve ball that produced the Aigel caus-
ing great embarrassment to Aaron. How

WEEKDAY ZMANIM
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do we rectify the pain of Aaron for all of
eternity and inform the world of his inno-
cence?

The Parasha opens that it was on the
eighth day of the Meluim. The number
eight always signifies something that is
above nature like the 8 days of Chanukah
and Brit Mila given on the 8th day. Addi-
tionally, it was Rosh Chodesh Nissan and
the word Nissan comes from the word
Nes, miracle. Hashem is showing that
Aaron did not sin with the Aigel, rather the
miracle that Hashem performed made it
appear as though he sinned, causing him
great distress. Now Hashem is illustrating
through this time, at the Mishkan through
Aharon bringing this Korban, that he is
innocent of any sin and is worthy of being
the Kohain Gadol. That is why Hashem
commands Aaron “kach lecha Aigel, take
for yourself an Aigel”; it’s for you and ev-
eryone to know with absolute clarity that
you're not at fault due to the miraculous
results that caused an Aigel to appear.
This korban was a special opportunity for
Aaron to come closer to Hashem, clear his
name and establish his purity.
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' Rabbi Coren

A FEW NOTEWORTHY LESSONS

PARSHAS PARA HAS

There are a few noteworthy

ideas that | would like to discuss
in Parshas Parah. We read the
description of the purification
process surrounding the ashes of
the red cow. According to some
opinions, the reading of Parshas
Parabh is biblical. If so, it would be
incumbent upon us to delve deep-
er into this topic in order to know
what to think when listening to the
segment.

Additionally, where is the source
to say that there is a biblical com-
mand to read Parah? Normally a
biblical command is pretty explicit
in the Torah and yet here we don’t
seem to find anywhere that says
we must read or remember and
think about the Parah aduma?

The Malbim offers a brilliant and
beautiful explanation, connecting
with the words of Rashi and oth-
er Midrashim on the topic. The
Malbim teaches that the mitzva of
Parah Aduma is a discreet code
word for the mistake of the gold-
en calf. In Devarim 9:7, we are
commanded explicitly to remem-
ber the mistake we made with the
golden calf, “noxpn "WKR IR DT...
remember how you angered
Hashem in the desert with the
golden calf’. However, Hashem in
His compassion, changed things
in order not to embarrass us.
Here Hashem called it the “Mitz-
vah of Parah Aduma” so as not to
disgrace the Bnei Yisroel. This
fits beautifully with the Rashi that
explains the idea of Parah Adu-
ma is the mother cow cleaning

up the mess of the baby calf. In
essence, the Mitzva of Parah Ad-
uma is about cleansing ourselves
from Chet HaEigel Hazahav.

Rav Ahron of Karlin would say
that just like one becomes purified
from his Tumah by the sprinkling
of ashes, similarly one can attain
a spiritual purification from the

i Aaron Lankry
Marah D'asra

305-332-3311| alankry@yahoo.com

reading of Parshas Parah.

Furthermore, the author of the sefer
Davar Beito adds a beautiful insight into
what we should be thinking when read-
ing Parshas Parah in the weeks leading
up to Pesach. Constructing a golden
calf was in essence putting faith and
trust in an object other than Hashem.
As a rectification, we cleanse ourselves
with a mitzva primarily used as a prepa-
ration for Korban Pesach and the mitz-
va of eating Matzah, which symbolize
Emunah and Bitachon in Hashem, the
essence of the Yom Tov of Pesach.

This leads us to our Tzadik Hador,
HaRav Chaim Kanievsky, zt"l who was
loved and revered by everyone, which
is something that is hard to find in any
generation. What was the secret of
Reb Chaim? What was the source

of light that one felt so strongly when
entering his small apartment, causing
visitors to sit in awe just watching Reb
Chaim glued to his Gemar? When
Reb Chaim looked up and smiled you
felt like the sun was shining on you. It
wasn’t hard to feel the presence of the

Schechina resting upon Reb Chaim and
you felt spellbound by his brilliant short
yet humorous and humble responses.

| think part of the secret was the purity
of Emunah that the Rav had. The clarity
that Hashem is our Father in Heaven
and He gave us the precious Torah
which has no comparison to anything
else in the physical world. The Torah
for Reb Chaim was everything. It was
life itself. It was as if Hashem Him-

self (based on Maseches Shabbas) is
speaking and connecting us to a world
filled with a delight that transcends all
reality. It was, therefore, understand-
able why he couldn’t take his eyes
away from his Sefarim, as this was the
source of the incredible inner joy and
happiness that was infectious to all who
saw him.

| am sure that many more stories will
be shared soon about Reb Chaim in
news articles and books and | hope the
above opens the gate for us to take the
journey of following the giant footsteps
of Reb Chaim, zt'l.

Good Shabbos.
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Parshas Shemini — Parsha Pix KEY
Birchas Kohanim — On the first day of Nissan, the day of the inau-
guration of the Mishkan, a divine fire came down on the Mizbeiach,
and Aharon and his sons blessed the nation. Rashi says they blessed
them with Birchas Kohanim — 9:22
Eat It — Moshe was angry with Elazar and Isamar (and Aharon) be-
cause they didn’t eat from the meat of the Korbon Mussaf brought in
honor of Rosh Chodesh (one of three korbanos offered that day).
Aharon explained to Moshe that they didn’t eat it because they were
mourning for the death of Nadav and Avihu. In the end Moshe
agreed with them and unabashedly admitted that he had been mis-
taken - 10:16-17
Fish (Fins and Scales) — The Torah states that a fish is kosher when
it has fins and scales — 11:12
No Alcohol — After the death of Nadav and Avihu, Hashem com-
manded the remaining kohanim to never perform the avodah after
they drank wine — 10:9

Different Liquids — The Torah discusses the laws of foods becom-
ing tamei. Before a food can become tamei it must have become wet
from one of the seven liquids - wine, blood, oil, milk, dew, honey,
water (unlike the picture which has only 6 and not exactly the correct
liquids) - 11:34

Lizard (crawling on its belly) — The Torah states that any creature
that crawls on its belly is not allowed to be eaten — 11:42

Tragedy — A moment after the service in the Mishkan was conse-
crated and the nation celebrated with unparalleled joy, tragedy struck
with the shocking death of Nadav and Avihu — 10:2

Split (Cloven) Hooves and Chews Cud — Animals are kosher to be
eaten if they chew their cud and have split hooves — 11:3

I am silent — In the face of the greatest tragedy of his life — the
shocking death of his righteous sons — Aharon remained silent — 10:3

In his weekly column in the Yad Ne’eman newspaper, Rabbi Shmuel Baruch Genut recounts the fol-
lowing: A Jew approached Rabbi Chaim Knievsky Shlita and told him that a student in his yeshiva has
two older sisters who have not yet found their soulmates. He asked Rabbi Kanievsky to bless

the sisters to finally find their other half.

Rabbi Kanievsky answered at great length, unlike the usual. He said to the questioner as
follows: “Here are some tips. Take a pen and paper and write down:

A. Take upon yourself to be extremely careful of speaking or hearing gossip.

B. Don’t criticize anyone.

C. Don’t be particular (makpid) on anyone.

D. It is also very important that nobody is makpid on them. So if there is a suspicion

that they caused sombody pain — they should appease them, ask for forgiveness and ask them not to

be makpid.

E. They should pray for friends who are searching for a shidduch.

This is the advice of Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky Shlita for finding a match.
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Rabbi Reisman

RAV CHAIM KANIEVSKY ZT”L
ON THE PARSHA

Rav Chaim Kanievsky has an interesting thought on this week's Parsha on the
Gemara that Nadav and Avihu Paskened a Halacha in front of Moshe Rabbeinu
and were therefore, Chayuv Misah. Rav Chaim Kanievsky brings this Gemara in
Eiruvin 63 (19 lines from the bottom) and the story of Rabbi Eliezer who had a
Talmid that Paskened a Halacha in front of him and Rabbi Eliezer said ("ax n'an
MY X'¥IN X71 1MW T XX oK) if this man will live out his year.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky Klers a Chakira. When somebody is Moreh Halacha in
front of his Rebbi which he is not allowed to do, and he is Chayuv Misah Bid-
ai Shamayim, does Mechila help. Does it help if the Rebbi forgives him and
that will erase the Onesh. Or to put it in different words, is the Aveira of being
Moreh Halacha Lifnei Rabo, Paskening a Halacha in front of your Rebbi a Bain
Adom L'chaveiro Aveiro, an Aveira towards your Rebbi for which Mechilah
should work or is it a Bain Adom L'makom Aveira, it is an Aveira which violates
Kavod Hatorah of Mesorah which is the basis of Torah in Yiddeshkeit, the fact
that it goes from Rebbi to Talmid. Is it a violation of Bain Adom L'makom, Ka-
vod Hatorah in which case Mechila won't help? This is Rav Chaim Kanievsky's
Kler and he has a Tzorech lyun Gadol, he says from the aforementioned Gema-
ra, Rebbi Eliezer's Talmid Paskened in front of him and Rebbi Eliezer said (n'an
IMY X'XIN K71 INIY AT X*X1' DX 1R) that this Talmid will be punished. Why wasn't
Rabbi Eliezer just Mochel him? It seems to indicate that Mechila does not work.
On the other hand, in Maseches Berachos 31b (16 lines from the bottom) (&
90 NX IVNY'1 INNIY DA 120 1197 D7D NN 7RMY ATYIR 'R MP79Nn ATh Wwan
IR "2V 07 "X XX 7Y IR D INTID 190 IR IVNYIT DIYN Y2y 7R W10 DX IR
MITANY? 127 A% 1In7 MK VNY™MY [N N2 NTAN BIAT IRINY 10ATh VINYY7I 'Y [DD
m 27 MK X0 17 X D7 IR YT AP INMTR DY) 1T NV'NY LNYTY [Ad N2
NIYIY QL'NYY [XON NN NIXN 17'K1 272N 2'Nd DN 12MPN1 [AdN DNYI AN
1192 D270 NYINA 731 NIX 720 1192 1270 "IN 1AM NNK X7 1'9Y N A7 IR T
172W 27 KX 'IA1 AT2 NONY NAXIN AYKRD "IN AN ANIX X1 DIN XTIN AN 2N 23
MY79N0 AT WA IN A7 2K N1 X217 2000 NN XAl A'YAYNRT ') we have
where the young Shmuel Paskened a Halacha in front of his Rebbi, Eli. Eli said
that he is Chayuv Misah. Chanah begged Eli to forgive and Eli forgave Shmuel
and the Onesh didn't happen. This seems to be a contradiction between the
Gemara in Maseches Berachos and the Gemara in Maseches Eiruvin as to
whether Mechila helps. This is Rav Chaim Kanievsky's Tzorech lyun.

Some years ago when the Navi Shiur began, we came to this point and | sug-
gested a Teretz. | don't recall if | had a source for it, but | suggested the follow-
ing Teretz which | would like to share with you. We will say that Mechila does
not help as is indicated by the Gemara in Maseches Eiruvin. A Moreh Halacha
Lifnei Rabo Chayuv Misah. What took place with Eli and Shmuel? Shmuel
Paskened in front of Eli and Eli said that he is Chayuv Misah. Chanah begged
him. What did Chanah say? As it says in Shmuel | 1:27 (*n'7%9na ,nTd WW3D-7%)
this is the child for whom | prayed when | stood before you and you promised
me that a child would be born and this is that child. Then he said ok | will be
Mochel. The question is why is that a reason to be Mochel, because of that
there is a reason to be Mochel? It doesn't make sense! The answer is Chanah
said that the Aveira of being Moreh Halacha Lifnei Rabo is an Aveira violating
Kavod Hatorah, Kavod of a Rebbi, in this case Kavod of a Gadol Hador. Said
Chanah, on the contrary, this is the greatest Kavod. It was your Beracha that
caused a woman who was barren for so many years to give birth. It is your
Kavod that this child grows up and that this child has a mouth which can give
forth great ideas in Piskei Halacha. On the contrary, it is your Kavod and it is not
a violation of Kavod Hatorah. To this Eli agreed. Therefore, although Mechila
technically doesn't help Chanah's argument here it carried the day.

These shiurim have been transcribed from an actual drasha. As speed is of the
essence, spelling and grammar may be compromised

Rabbi YY Jacobson

THE WONDERS OF THE WORLD

King Solomon tells us in Proverbs that the human
soul is compared to a flame. The flame is never stag-
nant, it's never paralyzed. There's always motion
and movement. It's always swaying and dancing,
kissing heaven, licking the air, in the many ways that
represents our lives, which are always in a state of
motion and movement. Life is filled with fluctuations,
but when you gaze at the flames, you also see a very
deep tranquility and serenity, a silence, a warmth, an
intimacy. It's almost like the flames are inviting us to
show up to life with full presence and silent mindful-
ness. To be able to appreciate that life itself is not just
about making a living; to appreciate wholeness with-
in all of the vicissitudes of life; and to discover peace-
fulness and serenity within our scattered lifestyle. The
flame reminds us to find tranquility within our up-
heavals and fragmented schedules, and ensure that
the constant flux and movement of life doesn't take
us away from showing up to life with our full pres-
ence, enjoying every moment of the miracle of life.

A group of junior high school students in Chicago
were studying about the seven wonders of the world.
The teacher asked them to write down what they
think qualify as the seven greatest wonders on our
globe. At the end, it was the following which re-
ceived most of the votes: Egypt's Great Pyramids, the
Taj Mahal in India, the Grand Canyon in Arizona, the
Panama Canal, the Empire State Building, the Great
Barrier Reef and China's Great Wall. While gathering
the votes, the teacher noticed that there was one
student, a quiet girl, who did not turn her paper in
yet. He asked the girl if she was having trouble with
compiling her list of the seven wonders, and the girl
replied, “Yes, | can't quite make up my mind what
they are because there are so many.” The teacher
went further. “Why don't you tell us what you have,
and maybe we can help?” The girl hesitated and then
read from her paper.

"I think the seven wonders of the world are to touch,
to taste, to see, to hear, to feel, to laugh and to love.”
The room fell silent. You could hear a pin drop.

The young girl reminded us of a simple yet pro-
found truth about life. Money can buy you a house,
but not a home. It can buy a bed, but not rest, it can
buy a clock, but not time, it can buy a book, but not
wisdom. It can buy a position, but not respect. It can
buy medicine, but not life. It can buy acquaintances,
but not friends. It can buy connections, but not in-
timacy. It can buy admirers, but not love. It can buy
fun, but not happiness. It can buy possessions, but
not meaning. It can buy everything in the world, but
not inner dignity. Watch those flames and listen to
that story of living a life full of constant change and
growth. And yet, anchored in absolute serenity and
inner wholeness.




NEW COLUMN

Rabbi Yakov Yosef Schechter

PARSHAS SHEMINI —
PARSHAS PARAH
LET THE MOTHER CLEAN UP

It says in the Yalkut Chukas 759 - “Nyw2
N"1pn Y191 ynw 0NN nwn nbyy
NN NP9 POV AT - When Moshe
Rabbeinu went up to Shomayim, he heard Ha-
kodosh Boruch Hu learning the Sugya of
Parshas Parah. Why was Hakodosh Boruch
Hu learning the Sugya of Parah Adumah
when Moshe entered Shomayim? Rashi,
Bamidbar 19:22, explains a reason for the
Parah Adumah with a Moshol of a child of

a maidservant who sullied the palace of the
king. The king will say, let the mother come
and clean up the refuse. So too with Klal
Yisroel who sinned with the Eigel, the calf,
that the mother, the Parah, should come and
clean up the mess of the child. This Moshol
is somewhat difficult to understand, for what
does the palace of the king have to with any-
thing - just say that the mother will come
and clean the child? Secondly, we bring
many other Korbonos which consist of a
1Y/, a male, and it atones for our sins - why
over here do we specifically need a N09?
Thirdly, wouldn't it make more sense to
bring an Eigel for a Korbon to atone for the
Chet of the Eigel, for it was with the Eigel
that a sin was transgressed? We also need to
understand why by Parah Adumah, one who
is Tamei becomes Tahor from it, while one
who was Tahor, becomes Tamei? The N7
NVYT, the generation of knowing, certainly
did not think that an animal or anything else
for that matter, was a god. They certainly
knew that there was only One G-d above,
rather they were only seeking leadership
down here. While they believed in there be-
ing Hakodosh Boruch Hu, they erred greatly
by thinking that He does not run the world,
for it is beneath His dignity. They sought

an Eigel for they wanted leadership in this
world, being that it was beneath the dignity
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu to do so Himself.

Klal Yisroel made a grave error,
for Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Mashgiach
over all, from the horns of rams to the eggs
of lice. Nothing is hidden from Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, and He alone gives sustenance
to all. Hakodosh Boruch Hu's desire to give
to His creations is more than the creations
want to receive that goodness. The Gemara
in Pesachim 112a says, “22VN¥ NN N°
21N YN NNON,LPY DY - “More
than the calf wanting to nurse from the cow,
the cow wants to nurse the calf”. Chazal is
telling us that although at times when the
cow wants to nurse the calf, the calf will kick
or gore the mother, the mother cow will
strengthen herself and not be deterred. She
will do all that she can to ensure that she
nurses the calf for that is what is good for it.
A mother having compassion for her child
also applies to animals. Hakodosh Boruch
Hu also seeks to give to His creations more
than they want from Him. When they sin,
they are withholding that goodness from
coming down - nonetheless, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu continues to seek to do good
with them, and give them goodness. Hako-
dosh Boruch Hu commanded us to bring a
Parah Adumah for Klal Yisroel sinned with
a calf and said that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is
not Mashgiach over this world below. By
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doing so, they sullied the palace of Hashem.
The Medrash Tanchuma tells us that initially
Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted to rest His
Shechina in this world, for the main purpose
of the creation of the world was for man - in
which case, this world would have been the
palace for Hashem. Klal Yisroel sullied it

by making a statement as if to say that He is
not Mashgiach here. Therefore, Klal Yisroel
were to bring a Parah Adumabh, as the Parah
wants to give more than the calf wants to
receive - for it is Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who
wants to give more than we want to receive.

It is for this reason that Parshas
Parah is Lained after Purim, for the miracle
of Purim was part of Teva, nature. One
could say that really there was no miracle.
The Parah Adumah is to strengthen within
us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Mashgiach
over all - and certainly one can clearly see
that the miracle of Purim consisted of fan-
tastic miracles orchestrated by Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. Klal Yisroel were sinning by
partaking in the Seudah of Achashveirosh,
and while they were actually sinning, Ha-
kodosh Boruch Hu was already preparing
the Yeshuah. He had Vashti killed, so that
it could set up Esther to become the queen
and ultimately be the messenger to bring
salvation to Klal Yisroel. Hakodosh Boruch
Hu showed that His love for us, and His
wanting to give goodness for us, is even
greater than what we want to receive. Ha-
kodosh Boruch Hu was learning the Sugya
of Parah Adumah, for it is what Klal Yisroel
needed to know after the sin of the Eigel,
that the Parah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu, wants
to give Klal Yisroel much Shefa, despite
their sullying themselves.

The reason that the one who is
Tamei becomes Tahor and the one who is
Tahor becomes Tameli, is because one needs
to recognize that it all comes from Hashem.
One who thinks he is Tahor and does not
need Hashem, becomes Tamei. All must
know and understand that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu is Mashgiach over all, and without Him
we cannot do anything. (QpY' NYNp)

Klal Yisroel were to build a Mish-
kan for Hashem. Perhaps they may have
thought that they don't really need it, and
they were doing it for Hashem. First, we
are told about Shabbos. Shabbos is a time
when Hakodosh Boruch Hu rested, and we
are to rest. It is a time when our Guf and
Neshama are to be at peace with each other,
for everything is all for the sake of Hashem.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, like the Parah, wants
to heap much goodness upon us. It is we
who are doing things to withhold it, yet Ha-
kodosh Boruch Hu seeks to give it anyways.
Klal Yisroel were to build a Mishkan so that
they could do more on their part to bring
goodness to themselves, for it was not that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu needed it. May we
use this awesome power of Shabbos to rise
to great heights in Ruchniyos, so that the
Shefa that Hakodosh Boruch Hu sends our
way can get to us. In the Zechus of our rec-
ognizing that everything truly comes from
Hashem, Who is Mashgiach over all, may we
be Zoche to become purified, and be Zoche
to see the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash,
X122 NNNNA!

no1d 01N D A'Thin NXI

| was privileged to hear a
maaseh about R’ Meir Prem-
ishlan (1703-1773) a Rebbe
whose every move was
clothed in Ruach Hakodesh. R’
Meir was known to heal with
pesukim from the Torah and
the following story which was
verified to me via personal
testimony from generation to
generation likewise involves
the interpretation of pesukim
from this weeks Parshah.

Two young talmidei chacho-
mim were on a mission which
had brought them to Prem-
ishlan. The journey was long
and difficult and they reached
the town with only minutes to
spare before Shabbos.

Going directly to the beis
medrash, they remained there
after davening til each one
found a host for Shabbos.

Each man was invited to a

well to do. But there was a
problem at each household. At
one, the master of the house-
hold, had plenty of food- but
personally did not eat much-
so the guest, embarrassed to
ask for more remained des-
perately hungry. At the second
home the head of the house
put large loaves of challah on
the table but cut only a few
pieces and did not distribute
any more slices during the
meal. The guest suffered in
silence, eating only one slice
of challah the whole night..the
meal was equally as small.

The same thing occurred at
the day meal as well.

For the third meal the guests
joined the the Rebbe at shul
together with their hosts and
most of the community.

Our guests were ravenous
since the minchah prayer
had been delayed and every-
one waited an extraordinary
amount of time for the third
meal of Shabbos.

Mincha was delayed because
the Rebbe was discovered at
his home, unbeknownst to
all, directing his servant to
feed each bird and duck in his
courtyard a specific amount
of food. Only when he was
finished did he head to the
syhagogue.

At the third meal the Rebbe
asked to see the two young

men. “Where did you eat this
Shabbos?” He asked them.

A WORLD OF CLARITY

separate house, each host was

They mentioned the names of
the hosts. Quietly the Rebbe
summoned the hosts to his
table.

In a low tone the Rebbe in-
formed them that the mitzvah
of hachnoses orchim, welcom-
ing guests was holy beyond
words.

But it must be done properly.

If you serve food but do

not eat much yourself- your
guests may be embarrassed to
eat and go away hungry from
the table.

The Torah hints at this in our
Parshah. The chazir, a non
kosher animal, is mafris parsa,
has split hooves, but garer lo
yigar, he does not chew his
cud.

In a play on words- R Meir
related the following to the
host.

“You sliced bread (mafris
parsah) but you yourself did
not eat (Garer lo yigar).

The second host was the
opposite.

Like the camel who rechews
his food, but does not have
proper split hooves.” You
were maaleh geirah.. You ate,
but were not mafris parsah..
You did not slice enough
bread and other food for your
guests.”

Only the creature with both
signs, both behaviors, is
kosher.

The Rebbe then made the two
young Talmidei Chachomim
large plates of fish and challah
to eat.

Astonished by the ability of
the Rebbe to see deep into
their actions and give mussar..
the hosts both changed their
ways from that moment on.

During his dvar Torah, the
Rebbe made reference to the
importance of doing mitzvos
with food- and hinted that the
ducks and birds he fed were
merely reincarnated souls in
need of a tikkun, a heavenly
correction, through food and
had thus been sent to the
Rebbe for that purpose.

We live in a world of hester, a
world clouded by mystery, but
Tzaddikim can see through
the darkness with an amazing
clarity.

May we all be zoche to be
guided by righteous Tzadik-
kim and have the courage to
change our behavior, when
needed, through their positive
influence.

Good Shabbos!




A STORY STRESSING THE REWARD FOR
METICULOUS KASHRUS OBSERVANCE

RABBI FRAND

The pasuk at the conclusion of the section of forbidden foods listed
at the end of the parsha says: “For | am Hashem Who brings you up
from the land of Egypt to be a G-d unto you; you shall be holy for | am
holy.” [Vayikra 11:45] Rashi cites the teaching of the House of Rav Yish-
mael that the pasuk means to say, had | not brought Israel out of Egypt
for any reason other than that they do not make themselves impure
through eating of the forbidden foods as do the other nations, it would
have been sufficient cause for them to have been redeemed.

It is difficult to OVERSTATE the importance of the laws of Kashrus. It is
likewise difficult to UNDERSTATE the great harm done to a Jewish soul
by the consumption of forbidden foods. | once heard Rabbi Berel Wein
quote a statistic published by the Jewish National Fund that today
80% of their money comes from only 10% of the Jewish population.
Despite the fact that Jews have a reputation for being generous, that
may have been the case 40, 50, 60, or 80 years ago. Today, the eating
of pig, shellfish, crab, and improperly slaughtered meat that the Jewish
people have been consuming over the past 50 years has taken a toll
on the Jewish soul. The "Yiddishe neshama” is not what it used to be
because of the corrosive effect of forbidden food entities.

That having been said, | read the following story that was written by
Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, a disciple of the Kesav Sofer. The Kes-
av Sofer, in turn, was the son of the Chasam Sofer who told this story in
the name of his teacher, Rav Nosson Adler. The story took place in the
late 1700s or the early 1800s.

There were two successful Jewish merchants who lived in Pressburg,
the city of the Chasam Sofer. They had their own fleet of boats in which
they used to travel the world in pursuit of their import/export business.
These merchants were once arrested by Spanish authorities off the
coast of Spain with their ship full of merchandise. At that particular
point in time, piracy was rampant in the Mediterranean Sea and there-
fore smuggling and piracy was common. The Jews and their merchan-
dise were detained because of the (false) suspicion that their goods
were pirated or smuggled.

They were brought into the port of Barcelona to be held in custody
while the investigation proceeded as to whether their cargo was legit-
imate. They were lucky, however, in that at that time, the Spanish Gov-
ernment had very good relations with the Austro-Hungarian Empire
and its Emperor, Franz-Yosef. Based on the good diplomatic relations,
the Jews were not thrown into jail. They were treated very respectfully
while they were being detained. They were assigned to two customs
officials, who would take care of them while the investigation proceed-
ed. Each was taken home by one of the customs officials to relax and
be served lunch.

There was only one problem. Despite the fact that this story took
place between two and three hundred years after the Inquisition, the
Inquisition was still alive and well in Spain. Under terms of the Inqui-
sition, any person in Spain suspected of being Jewish was given the
choice of either converting to Catholicism or being burned in the town
square. The merchants realized that if their Jewish identities would be
revealed, they would face this horrible choice.

Therefore, the Jews disguised themselves so that they would look
like Gentiles. As mentioned before, each merchant was assigned to a
different customs agent. The customs agent had his servant serve them

lunch - consisting of chicken and wine. The customs agent noticed
that his guest turned white as a ghost. He then told his guest to follow
him to the attic. When they got to the attic he told him, “l know that
something is wrong. You turned white as a ghost when my servant
brought you your food. You are Jewish, aren't you?"” Before the guest
had a chance to answer, the customs agent told him, “So am 1.” It just
so happened that this customs agent was a descendant of the Mar-
ranos, who outwardly converted to avoid expulsion from Spain, but
secretly tried to maintain their Jewish identity and Jewish traditions. To
prove his point, he closed the door of the attic, pulled up a floor board
and took out a shiny and sharp knife used in ritual slaughter (‘cha-

lif'). He told his guest, “The chicken we are about to eat, | personally
slaughtered it!” Kosher L'Mehadrin!

The Jewish merchant was flabbergasted at the personal Divine
Providence (Hashgocha Pratis) that sent him specifically to this man'’s
house! He ate his meal, the investigation concluded that there was no
problem with their merchandise, and both merchants were released.
The Jew met up with his partner and asked him about his experiences.
The second Jew was very distraught. He admitted that he had to eat
non Kosher meat to preserve his appearance as a non-Jew. He had
ruled for himself that this was a matter of life and death and in such
situations one is not required to be a martyr to eat only kosher food.
The first Jew told his friend, “The same thing happened to me, but |
had the unbelievable fortune of being hosted by a secret Jew who was
a Shochet, and | was able to eat kosher.”

The man who had to eat the non-Kosher meat was beside himself
when he heard this story. “What was my sin, what was my iniquity that
caused G-d to lead my partner to a secret observant Jew and | was
forced to eat nevilah?” When he got back to Pressburg, he went to his
holy Rebbi, the Chasam Sofer and told him the story. “What", he asked
his teacher, “did | do wrong in my life that | was put into a situation that
I had to eat non-Kosher?”

The Chasam Sofer responded, "I have a tradition from my teacher, the
holy Gaon Rav Nosson Adler, that any person who never put anything
in his mouth that had the slightest question of being forbidden, the
Almighty guarantees that this person will never come into a situation
which would force him to eat something that is prohibited. If you are
so careful that you never ever put anything questionable into your
mouth the ‘measure for measure’ reward is that the Almighty will see
to it that you in fact never have to eat anything prohibited.”

The Chasam Sofer concluded, “It must be that some time in your
past, you must have eaten something forbidden or something about
which there was at least a doubt that it might be forbidden.” The
merchant responded, “Rebbi, it cannot be. It is not true!” The Chasam
Sofer insisted: “Think hard.” Finally, the merchant admitted: “There
was one incident. When | was first married, my wife made chicken for
us. She brought me the chicken after she got it from the slaughterer
and showed me a ‘shaylah’ [question] she had about the chicken. | was
a young newlywed. | was ashamed to tell my wife that | did not know
and she should ask the Rabbi. | did have Semicha. | learned the laws
of Shechita and of Tereifos. | looked at the chicken. | saw the shaylah. |
said 'kosher."”

Being a newlywed, his wife did not trust him. She took the chicken to
a Rav. She told the Rav, “My husband has Semicha, he learned the laws
of Tereifa, and he says the chicken is Kosher. Is he right about that?”
The Rav looked at the chicken and it was not such a simple question,
but he did not want to second guess the newlywed husband so he
said, “Okay, your husband says it is kosher, you can rely on his opin-
ion.” The merchant told the Chasam Sofer, “| ate that chicken.”

The Chasam Sofer exclaimed, “That is it! You put in your mouth some-
thing that had a possibility of being prohibited. That is why you forfeit-
ed the guarantee mentioned by Rav Noson Adler. The other merchant
must have never put anything with a doubt of prohibition in his mouth.
He had the guarantee from the Almighty that he would be protected
from ever eating non-kosher food.”
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’ Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

MARKING OUR TWO-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY SINCE SHUTTING

DOWN

This week marks the two-year
anniversary of Boca Raton Synagogue, like
shuls across the world, shutting down in
response to the threat of the then-new
Coronavirus. | will never forget the meeting
of rabbanim gathered in my office as
we held a call with the head of our local
hospital and he made a personal request
that we announce a temporary closure
and short lockdown to both slow the
spread and preserve the critical, lifesaving
resources. As desperately as we resisted,
ultimately, we gave him our word, hung up
the phone and convened for Mincha—what
was to be the last minyan on our campus
for over two-and-a-half months.

Looking back over these past two
years, there are many decisions we can
be proud of and stand by, others that were
the best decisions at the time and that we
would make again with the knowledge and
information we had at the time, and others
we undoubtably could have made better (I
have no doubt some reading are thinking
in one direction, while others believe the
opposite).

This week, | happened to come across
an open letter | had written to our Shul,
the building and campus | missed so much.
Reading it moved me because it brought
me back to how | had felt. But it also
saddened me greatly, because | realized
just how quickly so many of those feelings
faded, and how fast | went back to taking
so much for granted.

To my dear, precious, and sacred
Synagogue:

For the last ten weeks | have missed
you so. | have longed to be together with
our shared friends, united in prayer in your
sanctuary, joined in learning in your Beis
Medrash, celebrating beautiful simchas
in your social hall. | have yearned to
bring our children to youth groups in your
classrooms and to play on your playground.
For ten weeks | have pined to spend time
with friends in your hallways, to shmooze
on your front lawn, and to linger in your
lobby.

For over two months now | have dreamt
of kissing your Torahs, of singing along
to the sweet melodies coming from our
wonderful chazzanim standing on your
bima. My finger aches to point at the Torah

to the countless children who come to

say “Good Shabbos” on Friday night. My
feet yearn to dance with Bar Mitzvah boys
upon receiving their first liyah and my head
hankers to get hit by candies thrown at
young men celebrating their aufruf. My
office sits empty, absent the people who
come to meet with me, but as much to
encounter you, to find solace, strength,
meaning and support in your walls, in the
symbols and holy objects your furnishings
contain.

Every day for over seventy days | have
wondered, when? When can we come
back? When will this exile end? When will
this isolation expire? When will we be
together again? When will we finally feel
the comfort and confidence you provide?
We have never needed you more than
when we can’'t have you. We have never
wanted you more than when you are
inaccessible to us.

Davening simply hasn’t been the same.
What | would give to hear those who
sometimes daven so loudly they distract
me. Things just don’t feel right without
the pacers, the shukelers, the stragglers,
the whisperers, the screamers, and | dare
say, even the talkers. Maybe we weren't all
getting it entirely right, but we were there,
we showed up, we were together. And now
we are so far apart, so alone, so distanced.
Our davening is too quiet, too isolated, too
far away from you, our holy space and
sanctuary. Just being with you brought out
our best, helped us concentrate and focus,
and now we feel so lost, so displaced, so
out of sorts.

To be completely honest with you
- it certainly has been refreshing to
automatically be on time, to be able to
daven at our own pace or to slow down for
the sake of children we now daven with,
to not have to fight for a parking spot or a
seat. But we would trade those comforts
and conveniences in a heartbeat just to be
with you again.

My beloved and cherished shul, | have
missed walking behind your Torah to and
from the bima, shaking hands and hugging
friends along the way. My soul screams
to have the privilege and honor to transmit
our tradition’s timeless teachings from
your shtender to a packed room, men and
women, young children and Holocaust
survivors, most of whom are thirsty to
drink from the fountain of our Torah’s
wisdom and even to those whose eyes are
closed as they are “deep in thought.”

Just a few months ago, your worn-out
carpet and areas that need a coat of paint

being lifted during hagbah for all to see and jumped out at me as | focused on your

my hand hurts from not giving out candies

blemishes and flaws, but now | couldn’t

notice such things because you are
beautiful to me, perfect as you are, and |
just want us to be together again.

To be clear, our separation is not your
fault or ours. You heroically sacrificed,
shutting down long before you were legally
obligated to, all to protect us, even though
it meant you would sit alone, empty and
maybe even looking abandoned.

My darling BRS, for months | have
fantasized about our reunion. | have
visualized our first time back together,
the palpable joy, the unbridled happiness,
the affectionate hugs, the sincere seudas
hoda’ah and the emotional birchas
shehechiyanu. | have pictured how we
would decorate you, how we would sing
and dance with your Torahs, kiss your
siddurim, embrace your chumashim. We
would settle into your chairs, breathe a
sigh of relief, and feel a surge of strength,
faith, and hope. We would be back where
we belonged.

And now that this day is finally here, we
feel so close and yet we must remain so
far apart.

This coming week, if all continues to
go well, we will return to your campus, but
we still cannot enter your premises. We
will be together in makeshift minyanim, but
we will still be separated by at least 8 feet.
Instead of hugs or handshakes, we will be
lucky to say hi. Instead of a reunion, we
will experience a tease. Instead of feeling
we are back, we will still feel like we don't
know where we are. Instead of dancing,
we will be distancing. Rather than see into
each other’s hearts we will be staring at
one another’s masks.

As badly as we want things to return to
normal and to be familiar, my dear shul, we
accept that this simply isn't an option just
now. Last week we completed the third
book of the Torah and declared “Chazak.”
We couldn’t scream it with you, but
nevertheless we meant it more than ever
when we turned to one another and said,
“Be strong, be strong, and together we will
be strengthened.” And this week, as we
begin the fourth book of the Torah (we will
have so much rolling to do when we finally
come home to you), we acknowledge that
a person has to make himself or herself
a midbar, a desert, to truly receive Torah.
We have proven our willingness to live with
barrenness and spiritual homelessness and
now, in that merit, we desperately hope to
come home.

Our dear shul, our love and longing for
you will never fade. While we still can’'t
step inside, we will soon be one step closer
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to being together. We hope you understand that while that will have
to do for now, it still isn't enough.

With love and longing,
Your dear friend,
Efrem

As we reflect on the last two years, there is so much we are
grateful to move on from but there is also so much to hold on to
and to take with us. Don't put this extraordinary time entirely in
the rear-view mirror. Revisit and reflect on those feelings and
experiences, and transform what was a difficult two years into
the catalyst for transformation, growth, and breakthrough in our
relationship with our shul, ourselves and those around us.

GOOD PAY

UPSET ABOUT SOMETHING
.... Feeling bad and upset about worldly things, not only

UFARATITA
that it does not help but it can ruin things. Even more so in
the spiritual realm, it can bring great loss by causing depression
and being lethargic in serving Hashem and doing good. Therefore,
you must try forcefully in any way you can to get out of this state of
mind and to make yourself happy with what you have. Like the well-
known rule: In Gashmiyus, you should look at someone in a lesser
standard than you and thank Hashem for all the good that he gave
you. In Rucniyus, you look at someone in a higher standard and beg
Hashem to give you the good sense to learn from him and to have the strength to
elevate yourself to a higher level in Torah and Mitzvos.

Second-of-all ... be strong with your trust that Hashem will help you. ...

Hi all ! Happy ADAR

This parsha starts with 'n'i

Chazal say that it could be a Wyx 7w w4 !
Where’s the qyx here ?!

This was the last of “putting up the MISHKON , taking
it down then back up !

We need to continuously do this & to never stop get-
ting back up like NEW & FRESHER THAN EVER !

Make this SHABBOS as if it was our first ever ! O ‘ yeah ! ( re-
member to share it)

GS , dr. Simcha ( aka avi)
Ps. The S & the | in the word simcha is Share It

Payback for a Car Loan
on Erev Shabbos

The Shlesinger family from Alon Shvut was vacationing in
Northern Israel. On Friday afternoon, their 28-year-old son, Elisha,
was driving up to be with his family for Shabbos. He needed to refuel,
but inexplicably, he kept missing the turn offs as he sped toward his
destination. After passing five gas stations in a row, he finally pulled
off into the next one. He looked at his watch. It was 3 hours before
Shabbos, and he was an hour from his destination. All in all, his timing
was good. As he filled his car, he noticed a woman with children
standing next to their car, noticeably upset. He approached her and
asked if he could help. “I accidentally filled my car with diesel fuel
instead of regular fuel,” she said, frowning, “and now it won't start! |
am not an expert in cars but | do know that | must get home before
Shabbos.”

Elisha listened to her predicament, and furrowed his brow. There
was no way to remove the fuel. It needed professional attention and
there were no mechanics on duty at the station. And besides, they
were all off work now anyway. “Where are you headed?” he asked
the woman. “To Alei Zahav in the Shomron,” she said, anxiety filling
her voice. Elisha happened to know precisely where that was and he
made a mental calculation ... Alei Zahav was far, almost three hours
away, and there were only three hours left till Shabbos begins! She
clearly needed to get there, with her family, but how? No wonder she
was frantic. It seemed impossible. But not to Elisha. He didn’t think
twice, he held out his car keys to the astounded woman. She looked
at him uncomprehendingly. “Here,” he said, with an urgency in his
voice, “take my car and start driving right this minute to Alei Zahav!
| just filled up so you have plenty of gas. Hopefully, if you leave now,
you'll make it in time! Here’'s my cell phone number. Let’s be in touch
after Shabbos and we can figure out how to get the car back to me.”
The woman was flabbergasted. A young man, a total stranger, was
giving her his car? Why? How? Elisha was insistent and told her again
and again that if she didn’t leave right now, she might not make it.
She thanked him profusely and took off for Alei Zahav with her kids.
Meanwhile, Elisha called his father and explained the situation. His
father promptly came to pick him up, and everyone made it to their
respective destinations in time for Shabbos.

On Sunday morning, the woman returned with the car. She met
Elisha’s mother and told her how amazed she was by her son’s
kindness and generosity. Elisha’'s mother beamed with pride at her
son’s gracious nature. “How can | thank him? What present can |
give him?” asked the woman. She really felt sincere gratitude and
she could afford to buy him something. She just needed to know
what that was. “Trust me, Elisha doesn’t need presents,” Elisha’s
mother exclaimed. “What he needs is a wifel” The woman made
arrangements to get home and left the car. But she never stopped
thinking about what Elisha's mother said. “What he needs is a wife!”

As soon as she arrived back in Alei Zahav, she wrote up the
encounter and posted it on her online account, adding that the
wonderful man in the story who went out of his way to help her, was
in fact, seeking a wife. Suddenly, ideas came pouring forth. One of
the first suggestions was a woman named Naomi. Amazingly, with
Hashem'’s help, just a few months later, Naomi and Elisha were happily
married!

It is hard to miss the tremendous Hashgacha here. Two people
taking a trip on an ordinary Friday afternoon happen to meet each
other at a random gas station in the north of Israel. Both display great
acts of kindness - Elisha’s selflessness to help a woman in distress
results in the woman’s tremendous act of kindness in helping to find
him a life partner. This was truly not an ordinary Friday afternoon!
Hashem above is watching, helping, and moving the pieces on the
chessboard.. Source: This story was heard from Rav Yosef Tzvi Rimon,
(Rabbi of the Gush Etzion Regional Council and Rosh Kollel of Yeshivat
Har Etzion) the rabbi who officiated at Naomi and Elisha’s wedding.
(Chabad.org) Rabbi Dovid Hoffman’s Torah Tavlin parsha sheet.
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TWO CANNIBALS

There are two cannibals eating

a clown, one turns to the other
and says, 'Does this taste funny to
you?!'

WANTED POSTER

A vertically challenged psychic
was arrested one day. He escaped
from jail and the newspaper
headline read, "SMALL MEDIUM
AT-LARGE""

LOOKING FOR A
LUMBERJACK...

A large, well established,
Canadian lumber camp
advertised that they were looking
for a good Lumberjack.

The very next day, a skinny little
man showed up at the camp
with his axe, and knocked on the
head lumberjacks' door. The head
lumberjack took one look at the
little man and told him to leave.

"Just give me a chance to show
you what | can do," said the
skinny man.

"Okay, see that giant redwood
over there?" said the lumberjack.
"Take your axe and go cut it
down."

The skinny man headed for
the tree, and in five minutes
he was back knocking on the
lumberjack's door.

"l cut the tree down," said the
man.

The lumberjack couldn't believe
his eyes and said, "Where did you
get the skill to chop down trees
like that?"

"In the Sahara Forest," replied the
puny man.

"You mean the Sahara Desert,"
said the lumberjack.

The little man laughed and
answered back, "Sure, that's what
they call it NOW!"

SEEING THINGS

A man visits his doctor and says,
"Doctor, | keep seeing green
Martians before my eyes."

The doctor asks, "Have you seen a
psychiatrist?"

The patient says, "No, only green
Martians!"

COUNTING CALORIES

Nutritionist: You should eat 1200
calories a day.

Me: OK, and how many at night?

QUESTIONS ABOUT
MOUTHWASH:?

Just Gargle it.

FIND THE RIGHT
LAWYER

If you can’t find a lawyer who
knows the law...

Find a lawyer who knows the
judge!

REVISED GAME PLAN

Losing weight doesn't seem to be
working for me

So from now I'm going to
concentrate on getting taller!

FAST DIET

Everyone asks me how, despite
all the diets I've tried, | still
cannot seem to lose any weight.
Between you and me, | don’t
want to brag, but | guess I'm just
that good! This week | managed
to finish my 2-week diet in three
hours and 29 minutes!

DIETING DEFINITIONS

Calories (noun): Tiny devious
creatures that live in our closets,
and make our clothes smaller and
smaller every night.

Diet (noun): An odd process
where, instead of watching what
we eat - we watch what other
people eat.
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WHO GAINS THE LOST HOUR?

A private nurse was hired to work through the night
from 10:00 PM until 7:00AM. The nurse got paid
“by the night” and they never agreed upon an hour-
ly rate. On the night when the clock changed from
winter to summer, she ended up working one hour
less than usual. The question arises does she lose
part of her pay? If this would be a yearlong job, you
could say she will make up the hour when the clock
changes back. But this job happens to be a temp
job.

Reb Yitzchok Zilbershtein answered that since the
main clock is the winter standard time, the fact that
they change to savings time does not give her the
right to collect for the hour she did not work. Reb
Chaim Kanievsky Zt"l was asked regarding the
changes in shift on the night of the clock change.
The first shift states that they are working based on
the new clock, so they wish to end at 1:00 old time,
2:00 new time. The second shift disagrees and says
they are working on the new time schedule and
therefore the 1st shift should work the extra hour.
Reb Chaim paskened that the winter standard time
is the correct time and therefore the first shift needs
to work longer. Reb Chaim said that his uncle, the
Chazon Ish, never changed his clock. The Chazon
Ish said that just because the Government wants to
save money does not mean | need to change my
Seder Hayom.

When Reb Chaim was asked about the private
nurse, he paskened not like Reb Yitzchok Zilber-
shtein and said she deserves the full night's pay-
check. The difference between the shift change and
this nurse is that by the shift change there is always
someone on duty so therefore we pasken like the
winter clock, but by the nurse there is no one tak-
ing her over in the morning, so she fulfilled her job
even though she worked an hour less.

Most Poskim in Eretz Yisroel agree with the above
psak. Rav Chaim Wozner though writes that a com-
promise should be made and only half of that hour
should be deducted, since they did not specify this
scenario.

In conclusion, a person should anticipate the
changing of the clock and have this scenario al-
ready put in as part of the terms of payment for em-
ployment. Otherwise, the clock change can change
the remuneration.

We see the great value of time! Use it wisely!
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8 reasons
every business
owner need’s
to exercise

Have more energy
Reduces stress
Improve productivity
Move better and easier
Improve stamina
Increase metabolism
Boost immune system
Improves digestion

8 Start training like a

successful business owner with a
Smith System personal trainer.
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and start getting the benefits of an active lifestyle. I
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SPOTLIGHT ON PURIM 5782 AT OHR
CHAIM 18 FORSHAY

Purim at Ohr Chaim was so uplifting
and inspiring, taking it to a whole new
level!

In preparation for Purim, I gave a series
of shiurim:

Parshas Zachor: Why is the Ezras
Noshim Full — Chiyuv or Hiddur?

Taanis Esther & Simchas Purim —
Conflicting Messages or Complementary
Ideas?

Eiruv Tavshilin & Purim — Any
Connection?

TEHILLIM ON TAANIS ESTHER

We had a group reciting the entire Tehilim
B’tzibur, led by Rabbi Coren Shlita. On
this auspicious day of Taanis Esther, the
13th of Adar, was when the Jews gathered
together to fight the enemy. This came along
with powerful prayers, as this was not
just a physical battle, but a war against
the wicked Amaleik, and all they stand
Jor. This day has therefore remained a day
known for its intense power of tefillah.

MINYANIM AND MEGILLAH
LEINING:

The action began with many minyanim
Jor Mincha throughout the day of Taanis
Esther, and Purim day, every 15 minutes,
as well as Maariv on Motzei Purim, into
the wee hours of the night. We even had
close to 40 readings of the megillah. True
to Ohr Chaim style, we try to provide as
many services as possible, including helping
everyone to hear the megillah at the time
that works for their schedule. Even the last
kriah — at 4:00pm — had plenty of people!

On Wednesday night, we had both early

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

and late minyanim for krias hamegillah,

in order to accommodate all the different
customs. In the morning, as usual, there
were 3 Vasikin minyan: Rabbi Coren’s
minyan, a chasidesha minyan, and a
sefardi minyan, which of course had birchat
Kohanim.

KIDS PROGRAM:

On Wednesday, Purim night, was the
Ohr Chaim Purim kid’s party. The kids
program begins at 7:15pm, with a kid’s
megillah reading at 7:45pm, which took
place in Tent Gimmel, followed by the
party, from 8-10:15pm, in Tent Daled,
with inflatables, balloon twisting, music,
refreshments, and of course cotton candy,
and catered to infants — 10 years old. In
true 18 Forshay style, we even provided
babysitting for the toddlers, to allow the
parents to hear the megillah in shul.

YESHIVAS MORDECHAI
HATZADIK:

Yeshivas Mordechai Hatzadik — run by
our very own Rabbi Fried — took place on
Purim morning, from 9:30-10:30, doubling
as a grand finale of this winter’s amazing
weekly Avos Ubanim Program.

LEARNING PROGRAM OF
YESHIVAS KIYMU V’KIBLU:

The learning of Yeshivas Kiymu v’Kiblu
— the learning program for the auspicious
days of Purim — which took place in the
Heichal Hatorah, 18 upstairs was simply
breathtaking, and out of this world! How
beautiful it is to see people taking time from
their busy Purim schedules to put in some
bona fide learning:

On Purim Night — for 1 hour between
9-11pm — what a beautiful way to start off

ROSH KOLLEL

Rabbi
Scheiner

KOLLEL BOKER
7:00-8:00am

Chavrusa learning
Gemara

Currently: N1 NJon

Friday - Shuirim
Beinyonei Dyoma and
relevant topics

NIGHT KOLLEL
8:15-9:45pm

CHAVRUSALEARNING
-HALACHA

Currently : 210 DY madn
TYINN 5N madn

SHUIRIM BY ROSH
KOLLEL & FEATURED
GUEST SPEAKERS

e Daf Yomi
8:45-9:45

e Mishna Yomis
8:45-9:00

e Daf Hashovua
8:15-8:45

e ZERA SHIMSHON
SHIUR
8:15-9:00 Thursday Nights

ADDITIONAL
LEARNING
PROGRAMS:

« Yarchei Kallah / Shuirim
on Legal Holidays - by
acclaimed Guest Speakers
e Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

« Yeshivas Kiymu v’Kiblu /
Purim Shushan Purim

e Shovevim Program /
Early Friday morning
learning b'retzifus. o
Evening Shuirim in
Halacha and Hashkafa by

prominent Morei Horah
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Purim ALl Night Learning

Purim 2022
Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim

Ohr Chaim staff Megilla Reading
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carnival Purim 2022
Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim

chhivas Kimu Vekiblu

Yeshivas Mordechai Hatzadik

Rabbi jacobsown Farbrengwn
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the Purim!

On Purim Day — for 1%
hours between 8:30-12pm
— what can be a better way
to start the festivities of
the day, than with a solid
learning seder!

On Shushan Purim — for
2 hours between 10-1pm,
hammering in the kabalas
hatorah of Purim!

Each session had many
participants, and some
even had a full house. In
addition, there were many
who just couldn’t bring
themselves to leave this
wonderful paradise, and
stayed well after the official
ending time, in order to
learn even longer!

LEARNING THE
ENTIRE NIGHT OF
PURIM

,-.T\ %M L{'Lw~

Once again this year we
had a program of learning
through the entire night of
Purim. It is well known
the greatness of learning on
Purim night, specifically
between the reading of the
night megillah and the day
reading. What a beautiful
sight to behold: over 100
people — young and old,
and all types and stripes
— learning through the
night with such diligence
and hasmada! Many
participants commented
how thankful they are,
as this special seder lifted
them up into a new world
of kedusha, setting the tone
Jor the kabalas hatorah of
this wonderful day, just as
people stay up on Shavuos
night!

We also had the recital of
the entire tehillim b’tzibbur,
before the vasikin minyan.

Reb Eliyahu Goldstein giving a Hespid at the

night about Reb Chaim Kanievsky Zatzal

Siyum Daf Yomi Mechkaz Moed

DAF YOMI

Ohr Chaim provided 3
different Daf Yomi shiurim
over Purim:

Wednesday night
9:00pm (English) with
Rabbi Azarya Cohen, 18
Upstairs — Office

6:15am (English) with
Rabbi Yanky Moddel, 18
Upstairs — Rabbi Coren

Office

8:15am with Rabbi
Asher Bendict (Yiddish)
, 18 Upstairs — Rabbi
Coren Office

PURIM
FARBRENGEN

The grand finale was
the beautiful farbrengen
with Rabbi YY Jacobson.
Words cannot describe

the joy and ecstasy — the
dancing, the pearls of wisdom
and inspiration, the unlimited
Jood and drinks. The feelings of
ambiance and camaraderie were
just so elevating!

All in all the many programs
provided by Ohr Chaim, benefited
thousands of men, women, and
children. Anyone who was there
will be sure to be inspired at least
until next Purim!
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Lazer & Heather
Scheiner

This
week
has been In honor of our beloved

sponsored Zeidy Hauer

by Your sweet and kind nature is sorely missed.
May your neshama have an aliya.
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To sponsor a Shabbos for any occasion,

please call, 845.356.0202 x310
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