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DEAR KEHILLA

PARASHAT
HACHODESH 5780

Some years ago I had the
opportunity to spend some
time with one of the grand
children of Baba Sali, Rav
Shlomo Buso. He told me a
story of a Tzadik that came to
a certain town to give chizuk
and of course fundraise. It was
late at night and he was study-
ing in the town shul when he
fell asleep. He was startled
awake in middle of his sleep
and sees the Shamash of the
shul standing over him with
a knife ready to stab him. The
Tzadik jumps up and begs for
his life pleading that the man
to spare his life. The Shamash
falls down and starts to cry
bitterly and the Tzadik asks
him what the matter is. The
shamash responds, “I have
been serving the community
for my whole life, and we built
shuls, schools, and all the

infrastructure necessary for

a community. The only thing
we are lacking is the grave of a
great Tzadik, I was hoping you
would not mind volunteering”
They were looking for a hu-
man Korban but he declined.

The Baba Sali had an older
brother Rav David who due
to his greatness was called
Ateret Roshainu the crown of
our head. (Next week some
members of the Kehila will be
joining on a trip to his Kever.)
He is buried at the southern
Sahara of Morocco bordering
with Algeria. Over a hundred
years ago the two countries
were at war and as always the
Jews were in the middle. The
Jews were constantly being
accused that they are spying
for the other side. The Alge-
rians wanted to wipe out the
entire Jewish community to
send a message to all that this
is what happens to those who
spy for their enemy. Harav
David was the Rosh Yeshiva
and the spiritual leader and he
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sent a message to the Algerian
authorities saying, if you crush
the head of the snake then

the body dies. He volunteered
to be a Korban on behalf of
the Kehila and be killed to
spare the rest of the people.
The Algerians accepted. They
placed him into a Cannon
and blew his body across the
landscape. The Algerian army
prohibited anyone to collect
his body parts and bury them.
Rav David had requested
from two people that if they
do him the chesed of burying
his body parts they will have a
portion in Olam Habah right
next to him. The two men did
this chesed shel emes and the
Algerian army killed them.

The first Korban in next
week’s parsha, Parshat
Vayikrah is a korban Olah
in which the entire animal is
burnt. The Midrash Tanchu-
ma explains that the Olah is
to rectify the sin of improper
thoughts. The connection

between the two is that a
person is obligated to love
Hashem with all his heart and
when a person has negative or
evil thoughts, chances are he
is lacking in his connection
with Hashem. The Korban is
there to reconnect a person
totally with Hashem and it

is done by putting the entire
animal up to be burnt for
Hashem.

We can understand the great-
ness of Harav Dovid Abu-
chacheiru who offered himself
as a korban Olah. He sacri-
ficed his entire being which
illustrates his total love for his
community and for Hashem.

We should be Zocha to have
such Ahavat Yisrael and Aha-
vat Hashem to be willing t
give ourselves over total%y for
others.

Shabbat shalom

Zmanim by our incredible Gabbi
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RABBI COREN

Thoughts on Corona

From My Brother, Naftali, in Israel:
Here are some thoughts about the situation we all
(the whole world--amazing) are living through.

Whenever we find ourselves in times of crisis (and world history has seen plenty
of such times) we are faced with a critical choice to make. Critical, because it
will decide whether we remain healthy—spiritually, emotionally, and physical-
ly--or not. The choice we make is whether we panic and worry about what could
happen to the point where we lose our equilibrium and logical thinking or do
we remain calm, certain first of all that whatever is going to happen will happen
whether we worry about it or not and assured that whatever G-D does is for our
best. We may not understand exactly how it benefits us but we do know Who is
controlling it all and that it is from the One who understands exactly what we
need and when. No one can know what will happen to him/her but a believer
knows that whatever it is it emanates from the same One who gave us life and
has sustained us through the years with kindness. If we accept that everything,
yes everything that occurs in this world is from our Creator and Father and that
it is the absolute best for us, we will not be alarmed or worried.

Is being born a good thing? Sure. Is being healthy the correct way to live? Of
course. Well, our sages say (in Tractate Brachos) that even that which is deemed
"bad" is good and we even make a blessing on it! If being born is an event
provided by the Creator and being healthy is a blessing from the Creator then
becoming ill or being taken from this world are both parts of His plan and are
His blessings from Him. Of course, it is most difficult for us to think this way
but the Jews who danced and sang their way into the gas showers of Auschwitz
by the Nazis (may their memory be wiped out very soon) knew and internalized
this concept. The more we adopt the idea that whatever happens to us is from
our Father in Heaven who loves us and is more compassionate than anyone else
in the world, the less anxious and fearful we will be and we can continue to enjoy
the myriads of blessings we have experienced up until now.

Rav Issac Luria of blessed memory teaches that the more a person focuses on a
certain thought, the more he draws it into his life. If you worry and fear some-
thing and don’t trust in the decisions of Hashem you bring that perception into
your life. [He said this regarding viruses!] When we think positive thoughts we
internalize them into our lives.

Lastly, the more we think of confident thoughts the calmer and better we feel.
Think thoughts like: 98 percent of people are healthy and enjoying life.

Also, considering the fact that we don’t know the future or what is going to
happen, let’s enjoy the present instead of wasting time worrying. There is a story
of a person who was convinced that a tree was going to fall on him and kill him.
He was terrified to walk near any tree and spent many sleepless nights worry-
ing about his impending doom. He decided to go to a therapist. The therapist
somehow convinced him that it was just a fear and that he would live a long life
with G-D’s help. The man was cured of his anxiety. One day at the age of 97 he
was walking down the street and a huge branch fell down on his head and killed
him instantly. Imagine for a moment that this person would have lived all those
years in worry and dread! He was right that a tree was destined to fall on him
and kill him but worrying about it would not have helped him throughout the
years. Indeed, whatever is supposed to happen, we must let it happen. We must
continue to do what is normal to protect ourselves and not let hysteria take over;
it does nothing for us. Trust in Hashem.

With love from Israel

Naftali

AN AMAZING CHIDDUSH
FROM THE DIVREI YOEL

We know that in Parshas Pikudai Moshe Rab-
beinu gave an accounting of all of the monies that had
been donated and that had been used in the building of the
Mishkan. The Meforshim already point out that when it
comes to the copper and the silver Moshe Rabbeinu gives
an accounting for where it was used. When it comes to the
gold Moshe Rabbeinu gives no accounting. He says how
much he received but he doesn't explain how it was used.
That is a bit of a Davar Pele and there are many Terutzim.

RABBI REISMAN

I would like to share with you the Satmar Rebbe the
Divrei Yoel, a thought that he said. He is Makdim that the
Medrash brings from the Posuk in Parshas Ki Sisa in 33:8
(mwn mnx wram). Literally, the people watched Moshe Rab-
beinu as he walked through the camp. The Medrash says
that they looked at Moshe Rabbeinu in a negative manner.
That they accused him of becoming wealthy from the do-
nations of the Mishkan. It sounds like they accused him of
stealing from the donations of the Mishkan and therefore,
Parshas Pikudai follows.

The Satmar Rebbe says it is not logical that the Dor Ha-
midbar would accuse Moshe Rabbeinu of stealing money.
After all, even when the Jews were involved in the Bizas
Mitzrayim where they were taking money B'heter and it
was a Mitzvah to take from the loot of Mitzrayim, Moshe
Rabbeinu was busy being Osek in the Arono Shel Yosef
and not money. It can't be. But one minute what about the
Medrash that says that Moshe was accused of stealing from
the donations of the Mishkan?

The Satmar Rebbe has a Gevaldige insight. He says you
know what it means? They were Choshed Moshe Rabbeinu
that he grabbed for himself the Mitzvah of donating to

the Mishkan. They were Choshed that when Hashem said
that people should donate, that Moshe Rabbeinu grabbed.
They said I bet you that Moshe Rabbeinu himself donated
to the Mishkan. We know that in the Zechus of donating
to the Mishkan people became wealthy. So the people were
Choshed Moshe Rabbeinu of donating to the Mishkan.
What a beautiful Vort.

Therefore, Moshe Rabbeinu made an accounting. He made
an accounting. This is how much silver you gave and this
is how much silver was used. This is how much copper
you gave and this is how much copper was used. What
about the gold? The gold was given as a Kapparah for the
Eigel Hazav. It was given as a Kapparah for the gold calf
that they had made. When it came to that nobody accused
Moshe Rabbeinu. He certainly didn't need a Kapparah for
the golden calf. Therefore, when it came to gold he didn't
have to give an accounting. What an absolutely beautiful
Vort.




RABBI YY JACOBSON

In the Beginning

As a result of a near mutiny, the overbearing and arrogant Cap-
tain was forced to see a Psychiatrist by order of the Commodore.

As soon as the Captain became comfortable on the couch, the
Psychiatrist began the session by asking the Captain,

“Why don’t you start at the beginning?”X

The Captain said, “Okay. In the beginning I created heaven and
the earth...”

Two Creations

In the beginning of Genesis, the Bible devotes 31 verses to
describe how G-d created the entire world. “In the beginning
G-d created the heavens and the earth”X In striking contrast, the
Torah portions of the present weeks devote 371 verses to describe
how the Jews created the tabernacle, or Mishkan, in the desert.

This seems profoundly strange.

The universe spans billions of miles and is an awesomely com-
plex structure. After millennia of research, we have not scratched
the surface of its untold depth and unbound mysteries. We have
not even mastered the secrets embedded in a single atom or cell.
The tabernacle, on the other hand, was around 150 feet long and
75 feet wide, and was an impressive but small tent; a little mobile

“shteibel”

Why would the Torah be so expansive about the creation of
a humble albeit splendorous tent in the desert and yet so terse
about the creation of the cosmos with all of its infinite depth,
majesty and grandeur? Does it make sense? 31 verses for creation
of the world, and almost half the book of Exodus for the creation
of a mobile sanctuary!

Mortality into Eternity

This strange contrast conveys something profoundly important
about the Torah’s perspective on life. For an infinite G-d to create
a home for finite man is not a big deal. But for a finite man to
create a home for an infinite G-d—that is a revolutionary notion.
It constitutes the essential revolution of Judaism that from the
fragmented pieces of our hearts we can construct a home for the
Divine; that the ordinary stuff of human life can be carved into a
dwelling place for the Almighty; that G-d craves to dwell in the
space we designate for Him in the barren desert of human con-
sciousness.

Creation of the universe is G-d’s miracle—the miracle of con-
verting energy into matter. Creation of a structure to house the
Divine in a desert is man’s miracle—the miracle of converting
matter into energy; the wonder of a human being surpassing
himself, transcending his finite egocentricity and turning his life
into a home for the Divine—that story is deserving of close to 400
verses!

This is the essence of the tabernacle story, which occupies almost
half the book of Exodus and seems so remote from our present
life style: that a human being, through his or her minute and lim-
ited deeds, words and thoughts, can create a home for G-d in his
or her daily life; that a frail and vulnerable human being is capa-
ble of creating a space in his or her heart for the living presence of
G-d. This is the miracle of Torah.
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IBUPROFEN EXACERBATES
CORONAVIRUS DISEASE

World Health Organization recommends using ac-
etaminophen (Tylenol) to treat coronavirus symp-
toms, instead of anti-inflammatories. Here's why.

The World Health Organization has recommended
that people suffering from the symptoms of the
virus avoid taking ibuprofen drugs such as Advil or
Motrin . Instead, the organization suggests taking
acetaminophen (Tylenol),

They studied why the disease pathway in Italy is
more serious, finding that most patients took ibu-
profen at home. Researchers joined the virus and
ibuprofen in the laboratory and came to the con-
clusion that administering ibuprofen accelerates
multiplication of the virus and is related to a more
serious course of the disease. They recommend to
avoid ibuprofen and to administer acetaminophen
(Tylenol), aspirin,

Consultant Pediatrician in London John Green-
wood was quoted as saying: "We have just been
sent a medical alert that no one is to use anti-in-
flammatories (e.g. Ibruprofen, Voltarol, naproxen,
and others) for pain or high temperature. Use acet-
aminophen (Tylenol) instead. There seems to be a
link between severe cases of COVID-19 affecting
young people with no underlying illnesses and
taking anti-inflammatories. Initial reports started
coming from French doctors on Friday. This has
been confirmed by infectious diseases consultants
here - there are four young people in ICU in Cork
who have no underlying illnesses - all were taking
anti-inflammatories and there are concerns this
has caused a more severe illness."

4
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BORRER AND TZOVEAH

Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 318:1
discusses if a person cooks on Shabbos or does
any other melachah intentionally, it is forbid-
den to the person who did the aveira forever
and to others it is muttar after Shabbos. If
the person did it beshogeg, it is forbidden on
Shabbos; however, on Motzai Shabbos it is
muttar for both him and others right away.

If someone did Borer and took out one food

from another food it would stand to reason
that the food is assur on Shabbos. What would happen if he
remixes the food and it is as it was before? Would the food be
permissible?

The gemara in Shabbos 149a and Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chaim 360:13 say that a person is not allowed to look
in a mirror on Shabbos because if the mirror is made out of
metal you may come to rip off hanging flesh or hairs. The
question is; why isn’t looking in a mirror not considered as if
one is forming a picture? Forming a picture would be the tolda
of koseiv; the halacha is that even if it is writing that does not
last, it is forbidden. How could one look in a mirror on Shab-
bos?

To answer the first question, the Pri Megadim in
319:1 and Shailos U’tshuvos Rav Paalim 1:13 discuss this
question. They both have a safek what the din would be. Do
we say that since his action did not last since it got re-mixed,
one may have hana’a from it? On the other hand, it could be
considered a K’nas which does not get undone by making the
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object back to the same way it was before. The Rav Paalim
compares it to somebody who tells a non-Jew to warm a pot.
He may not have hana’a even after the pot cools off. We see
that the K’nas stays even after the melacha wears off.

The Tzitz Eliezer 14:33 says we can’t compare it to a
case of telling a goy, which is very stringent. We don’t want
people being mezalzel in hilchos Shabbos. However, in the
case of Borer, even if you will say it is assur on Shabbos, after
Shabbos it will be muttar. He brings proof from the Ram-
ban in Eiruvin 41b that says that maaseh Shabbos is assur.
Nevertheless, if he took something into reshus horabim and
brought it back in, he would be allowed to have hanaa since
it was in his house to begin with. He therefore has no direct
hana’a from maaseh Shabbos. In our case, where he remixes
the food, he has no benefit from maaseh Shabbos so he may
have hana’a. The Rashba disagrees with this position and says
that if one moves something four amos in reshus horabim and
then brings it back, it would be forbidden. The Tiferes Yisroel
paskens like the Ramban and says that a person could benefit
from this action.

Regarding the mirror, we can differentiate that in all
cases of writing even if it does not last there is some sort of ink
that is applied. There is some kesiva involved if he is engrav-
ing something in the dirt, despite the fact that it does not last.
Conversely, someone who looks in the mirror is not applying
any material to the mirror and nothing is being engraved in
the metal itself to make it considered ksiva. This would mean
that a reflection is not a type of writing.

May we be zocheh to be mekayem Shabbos properly.




UFARATITAH

FAMILY BONDING

In the Alter Heim, the family would all work and help each other

in the family business, especially if the business was from the

home so there was healthy communication with all the family

members. Now by the parent being away from home at work and the work
taking away the focus from home and the family members at home not involved
in the bread winners’ day we are missing the bonding and comradery that the
family used to have.

The Rebbe suggested that it is crucial to have a dinner together Friday Night
with all family members and make it important enough to add another day
during the week for family bonding. During this time you can show an interest
in your precious children’s life. The Rebbe was including all types of Jews,
therefore he suggested Friday night as the most apropos time for this.

=== At a Farbrengen

Now with the family being home, instead of focusing and worrying of what will
be and panicking, it is a great time to focus on the family and plan to be involved
and look out for each other. Explain to the children that to survive this chaos is
being there for each other and help, especially the mother which is taking the
brunt of the children being home schooled. Look at this as an opportunity not
just an annoying burden, but an opportunity to take an interest in what counts
most, the family unit.

We have a 2 week window to focus on our children and then, things will
start going back as it was before and even better. Have a real Kosheren and
Freilichen pesach.

CELEBRATING OUR 9TH SUMMER!

BOYS AGES: 9 - 16

JULY 1 - 29, 2020
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Hi all, you
guessed it , this is
about SIMCHA !!!!

The Vilna Gaon
said that all of
the MITZVOS were

given to us to make us
happy ! The CHAZAL say
that SIMCHA is the oxygen
of our YETZER YOV ! By
now we know that SIM-
CHA is hidden. It’s THE
secret to life ! It only says
the word SIMCHA in the
entire TORA 2x’s. Both
by a negative ! Firstin
PARSHAS Va’yaitzai P31 :P
27 & in PARSHAS Ki Savo
P28:P47.

HASHEM is giving us the

opportunity of finding
it & getting rewarded
for it. Well guess what ?!
there are 24x’s the word
SA’MEA’ACH ( the let-
ters SHIN MEM & CHESS
close to each other e.g.
the word CHA’MAISH )

in this weeks PARSHAS
VA’YAKHAIL !

Having a hard time FIND-
ING SIMCHA ? I’m avail-
able ! 845.558. 4027
Enjoy & share your Shab-
bos , Avi Weinberg
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Emanuel Haas, Esq.

Ari J. Zaltz, Esq.
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PREMIER CATERING
with the right blend of Heimish.

We do full service
or drop off

- BAR MITZVAHS

- KIDDUSHIM

- SHABBOSIM

- CORPORATE EVENTS

GRAND & ESSEX

CATERING

WHEN NOTHING BUT THE FINEST WILL DO!

201-353-5759 - Catering@grandandessex.com
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ANNUAL CHECKUP...

Quasimodo goes to a doctor for an annual checkup. "l think something is wrong with
your back,” the doctor says.

"What makes you think that?"” asks Quasimodo.
"I don't know," the doctor replies. "It's just a hunch.”

INSANE ASYLUM

Late one night at the insane asylum, an inmate shouted, "l am Napoleon!” Another in-
mate asked, "How do you know?" "The Lord told me!” A voice from another room suddenly
shouted, "I did not!"”

THE REFERENCE

When Peters learned that he was being fired; he went to see the head of human resourc-
es. "Since I've been with the firm for so long,” he said, "l think | deserve at least a letter of
recommendation.”

The human resources director agreed and said he'd have the letter the next day. The fol-
lowing morning, Peters found the letter on his desk. It read, "Jonathan Peters worked for
our company for eleven years. When he left us, we were very satisfied.”

NEW JOKE

Carl: | heard a new joke the other day. | wonder if | told it to you?
Lenny: Is it funny?

Carl: Yes.

Lenny: Then you didn’t.

A TRIP TO THE MOVIES...

For the first time in many years, an old man traveled from his rural town to the city to at-
tend a movie.

After buying his ticket, he stopped at the concession stand to purchase some popcorn. As
he handed the attendant $1.50, he couldn’t help but comment, "The last time | went to the
movies, popcorn was only 15 cents.”

"Well, sir,” the attendant replied with a grin, "You're really going to enjoy yourself this
evening. We have sound now.”

AIR TRAVEL

"This is your pilot speaking. I'm working from home today".

WORKING FROM HOME

"It's been almost a week that the wife and | are working from home due to the coronavi-
rus situation. | think we will kill each other before the virus does!”

SPEEDING TICKET

The Policeman recently stopped a woman for exceeding the posted speed limit. He asked
the driver her name.

She said, "I'm Mrs. Ladislav Abdulkhashim Zybkcicraznovskaya from the Republic of Uz-
bekistan visiting my daughter in Tallahassee.”

The cop put away his summons book and pen, and said, "Well... OK... but don't let me
catch you speeding again.”

OF THINGS CORONA

As if it wasn't bad enough being Dyslexic, now I've got the Racoon virus.

The companies who make sanitizing gel must be rubbing their hands together.

Experts are confident that washing our hands regularly will combat coronavirus but say
they are expecting an outbreak of OCD.
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COVID-19

Some thoughts on the
CORONA VIRUS

With this singular plague sweeping the world; it is
incumbent upon G-d fearing Jews to reflect on the
meaning and message that is being directed to us.

Make no mistake about it

As quoted in a letter signed by Rav Chaim Kanievsky
and Rav Gershon Edelstein (Yevamos 63a), “Calami-
ties only come to this world in order that [Klal] Yisroel
strengthen themselves in the belief of the futility of
“the strength and power of my hand” of all the nations
during these times. Rather, we must have faith in the
Holy One Blessed Be He who watches over all His cre-
ations, and no man is stricken by a calamity if it was
not decreed from Above. And may the merit of Torah
and all that strengthen us stand for us as protection
and salvation.

This is a notice sent directly to Klal-Yisroel and we
should certainly take notice.

We are an exceptional people.

The chessed we do and the love we feel for one an-
other is matchless. During this entire crisis has Hat-
zolah missed a call, has Chaveirim failed to respond.
Has any call for help to the myriad of organizations set
up to assist people in need been denied.

Nevertheless, we are not perfect. That distinction be-
longs to angels. Occasionally we need to be nudged
in a particular direction and to be reminded that there
is still more that we can do. More torah, more daven-
ing and even more chessed. If someone does not ask
it does not mean that they have no need. Find some-
one in need of help. Offer to help find them honest
employment. Offer them financial help if you can and
most importantly offer them your emotional support.

Why

Shuls & chats are rampant with speculation. Some
gleaned from words of our Rabbonim and some from
other sources, as to the reasons for this calamity and
what areas in our life may need remedy.

We no longer have prophets and to pinpoint specifics
is beyond our capabilities. We can however, analyze
the consequences and possibly glean a fragment of
understanding.

Conjecture gives us some interesting possibilities.
They may lay in areas such as more attention needed
in washing your hands properly when halacha dictates
it. Others lay the blame at people not preparing for
Pesach and not conducting Pesach as our parents and
grandparent did. Revelry in questionable places, Lo-
shon Hara, Achdus and the lack thereof are pointed
out as severe enough failings to justify this response.

What can we do

It truth there is no single panacea or chapter of tehil-
im to recite that will effect a cure.

We need to each and every one of us look at our-
selves and decide what it is that this epidemic is say-
ing to us. We have to look to Hashem and say | know
that | am not perfect but | will make every attempt to
rectify specific areas of my life.

Is it learning the halachos of Lashan Hara or the laws
of Netilas Yadayim. Is it being extra stringent in our
interpersonal relationships with our family and friends.
Everyone needs to make this decision for themselves
or with the help of a Rav. This common cry will pierce
the heavens and IY”H hopefully elicit heavenly mercy
for ourselves, our families and for the entire Klall Yis-
roel.

Of course, commonsense precautions such as social
distancing and hand washing should be maintained.
Follow the guidance of the CDC and local health au-
thorities.

The following are suggestions based on the words of
Chazal and the Tzadikim of previous generations

People with time constraints should say Tehilim 91
after every tefila

Pitum Haktores should be said twice a day.

Be very careful to say 100 Brochos daily (answer
Amen by Chazoras Hashatz and it counts as a brocha)

Your local Rav can guide you as to the most appropri-
ate Tehilim and prayers to say.
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There are no Coincidences

The Reward for Defying One’s Nature

IT WAS 12 O°CLOCK AT NIGHT, when
Moshe suddenly remembered that he had
not yet davened Maariv .This was a great
test for Moshe since he was really tired, al-
ready in pajamas and he was not in the
mood of anything but to sleep. He thought
for a moment, and after much temptation,
decided to push himself, get in his car, and
drive to Shomer Shabbos where he would be
able to find a minyan at that hour.

For years, Moshe had struggled in his
learning, he tried his best but he felt as if he
was always failing. It was at that point in
time that he was planning to leave his learn-
ing and find something else that he would
succeed in.

After Maariv someone approached Moshe
and asked him for a ride home which was a
bit out of his way. At this point, Moshe was
really tired and the last thing he wanted to
do was drive someone through Brooklyn in
the opposite direction that he was going.
However, Moshe agreed and drove this man
to where he needed to go. As a result of this
trip, this man ended up becoming Moshe’s
study partner for the next 2 & a half years

and he was able to bring out Moshe’s poten-
tial in the best way.

The Jamaican Delivery Man’s Questions
about Jews By Daniel Keren

Rabbi Zev Smith recently spoke at a Hakhel
Yarchei Kallah Event in Flatbush on Presi-
dents Day in the Agudath Israel of Madison.

A Jamaican who worked in Brooklyn deliv-
ering orders for a Jewish supermarket once
asked a customer if he could ask him a ques-
tion that was puzzling him. The customer

agreed. The
delivery man
said that once
recently he left
his key in the
van and was
stuck. A Jew
seeing his prob-
lem called
Chaverim (a
local Jewish
organization that helps members of our community whose cars breakdown or
who lose their keys and can’t enter their homes. Within minutes some
Chaverim members came to the van and helped open the locked door which
allowed the Jamaican delivery man to continue his round of deliveries. When
he asked the Chaverim volunteers how much he owed them, they said noth-
ing, that is was a mitzvah they were doing to help others in difficulty. The
Jamaican asked the man if that was true and was told that indeed it was the
mission of the Chaverim volunteers to help others just for the sake of assisting
another person and without the purpose of charging them money.

The Jamaican than asked if all the Hatzolah (Emergency Medical Techni-
cians) members he saw running around to help save the lives of others were
also volunteers not taking any remuneration for their services. When the man
said that was also true, the non-Jewish delivery man asked his final question,
“If that is true, why does G-d bother to create the rest of us [goyim]?”

Rabbi Smith also told the story of a man who worked in a restaurant where
at the end of the day, the owner would throw into a dumpster all of the left-
over food as it wouldn’t be fresh enough to serve the next day. The man
thought that this was a terrible waste as there was not far from the restaurant
an area where homeless people congregated who certainly didn’t have enough
healthy food to eat.

He asked the owner if instead of
throwing the leftover food into the
garbage, he the worker could bring
it over to the homeless on his own
time after work. The owner agreed
and that same night the worker took
the food and everyone in the home-
less encampment was happy to en-
joy the leftovers with the exception
of a bitter woman who said that she
didn’t want it. The next evening
after the restaurant closed the man
again brought the leftovers to the
homeless and everyone enjoyed the food except for that same bitter woman.
The man asked why she didn’t want the food which was delicious and she said
she wouldn’t take food offered by a dirty Jew. He told her that he wasn’t Jew-
ish and she snidely remarked that he had to be Jewish because only Jews
would do something as noble as giving food to homeless people. Shortly there-
after he called his mother and told her about that foolish woman who would-
n’t take the good leftover food because she thought that he was a dirty Jew.
“Isn’t that crazy Mom, I’m not Jewish.” There was a long pause on the phone
and finally his mother said that in truth she was hiding the fact that she was
Jewish and that also made him Jewish. The worker with the good heart was
so stunned by that revelation that he decided that he wanted to learn more
about the Jewish people and he eventually became a baal teshuvah, a relig-
iously observant Jew.

Flatbush Jewish Journal.

Public Adjuster
Residential
Commercial

Ben Einhorn
Public Adjuster

845-671-8822
INFO @ ADJUSTERBEN.COM

FIRE*WATER DAMAGE
* MOLD * SMOKE *
VANDALISIM * THEFT

Do YOU HAVE PROPERTY
DAMAGE.

Do You NEED HELP

FILING EN INSURANCE CLRIM
Do YOU WISH TO REOPEN OLD
CLAIMS OR DENIED CLAIMS
CHLL US FOR A FREE CLAIM
INSPECTION

GET THE
INSURANCE
PAYMENT YOU
DESERVE
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Maariv 9:45
18 Main Bais Medrash

SCHEDULE

Seder 10:00am-1:00pm
There will be
Matan Schara B’tzida.

Breakfast 9:15-10am
Lunch 1:00pm

Shiurim B’inyanei D’Yoma

© 30 min daily Chabura (optional)
o Featured Rabbanim & Roshei
Yeshiva Shlita

9"wn noo

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF
RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER X"0'"7w
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Thursday April 2- Monday April 20

18 FORSHAY UPSTAIRS

For more information
Please contact 263- 7462
Kolleladministrator@gmail.com

I
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Megillah Leining — Rabbi Coren

Learning all Purim Night

Making a siyum
Childrens Megillah reading

Purim Carnival

Yeshivas Mordechai Hatzadik

Yeshivas Kimyu Kiblu Learning all Purim Night at Ohr Chaim



DOES ONE NEED TO
ACTUALLY SEE THE
KING

We previously discussed the special
brocha one recites upon seeing a king.
On seeing a Jewish king one recites:
“Shechalak mchvodo lirei’av;” and for a
non-Jewish king one recites: “She’nasan
mchvodo I'briosuv.”

Does one need to actually see the king,
or is it enough if one sees the entou-
rage. The Magen Avraham writes that
one does not need to actually see the
king. He proves this from the Gemara
there that relates how Rav Sheishes
recited a brocha when the king passed
by, although he was blind and did not
actually see the king. The Eliyahu Raba,
however, disagrees and rules that one
cannot recite the brocha without actu-
ally seeing the king. He explains that
Rav Sheishes did not recite this specific
brocha, but just a general blessing in
honor of the king.

The Shaarei Teshuva quotes the Birkei
Yosef who concurs with the ruling of
the Magen Avraham, and allows recit-
ing the brocha when the king is driving
by in a boat (or his limo), even though
the king is not visible. The Chasam
Sofer, however, takes issue with this
addition. Maybe, he writes, the blind
person can recite the brocha as long as
the king is visible to the others standing
there. But when the king is not visible
to anyone, maybe no brocha should

be recited, just as no one would recite
a brocha when passing the palace, just
because you know he is inside.

The Shaarei Teshuva adds that this
allowance, to recite the brocha without
actually seeing, is only true for a king,
since the brocha is being recited on

the honor and prestige that he carries
with him. But when it comes to other
brochos, seeing is definitely a prereq-
uisite, and one must see the ocean or
the lightning. This can also be deduced
from the language used in the Shul-
chan Aruch. In this Siman in Shulchan

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

Aruch (224) there are many brochos
discussed that one recites upon seeing.
Each time the language used is “haroeh
- one who sees,” but when it comes to
the brocha for a king, it just says “for a
king” It would appear from the textual
change that, when it comes to the king,
one can recite the brocha even without
actually seeing him.

SEEING THE QUEEN

What about seeing a queen: should a
brocha be recited on seeing her, if one
does not want to gaze at a woman? The
poskim (Shevet Halevi 1:35, Betzeil
Hachachma 2:19, Beer Moshe 2:9)
rule that a brocha can be recited, even
without looking at her. They explain
that this is because the consensus of the
poskim is to follow the Magen Avra-
ham’s ruling that even a blind person
can recite the brocha, and one does
not need to actually see the king. They
add that even the Eliyahu Raba who
requires actually seeing, will agree that
a brocha can still be recited. Since all
that is needed for seeing the king or
queen is a quick glance, which one can
do even for the queen, the brocha can
be recited.

WHO QUALIFIES AS
A KING

Who is considered a king? Is someone
who bears the name sufficient or does
it require him to have certain powers?
One of the first to discuss this question
is the Radvaz, one of the earliest Acha-
ronim. A representative of the king was
coming to the area and the question
was posed if a brocha is recited. He
responded that if he can kill someone,
without anyone else overruling his de-
cree, which is the power of a king, then
a brocha is recited.

Based on this ruling of the Radvaz, it
would seem that on a king who does
not have the power to kill, no brocha

is recited. The Shevet Halevi, however,
writes that the Radvaz was only writing

ROSH KOLLEL

this for the emissary of the king. An emissary is
only considered an equal of the king if he is vested
with the same powers usually associated with a
king. But when it comes to the king himself, this
prerequisite is unnecessary. As long as he is the
one who is the most honorable in the country a
brocha is recited. He therefore rules that on the
Queen of England a brocha is recited.

However, the poskim point out that a brocha is
only recited on seeing a king when they are seen
in royalty, wearing the royal clothing and crown,
otherwise a brocha is not recited.

IN SUMMARY

There is a machlokes if one must actually see the
king to recite the brocha. All agree that a quick
glance is sufficient. On a queen the brocha can be
recited.

Comments and questions are welcome and can be
sent to: RabbiScheiner@18forshay.com.

To receive updates of upcoming shiurim, to
receive a link to current shiurim, or to access
archived shiurim, please send a request to: Secre-
tary@18forshay.com, or follow the prompts on our
website 18Forshay.com.

Recorded shiurim are also available on CD at the
shul - 18 Forshay Main Lobby or 20 downstairs.
All shiurim delivered at the Kollel Boker, Night
Kollel, or any of our various programs, such as
Legal Holidays and Yeshiva Bein Hazmanim are
open to all. Come and join the many who enjoy
these informative and intriguing shiurim!
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Sign Up for an Amazing New \WhatsApp Group

Receive links to all Shiurim given by our Rosh Kollel

Harav Nachum Scheiner

Receive links to the latest and most relevant shiurim on Halacha and contemporary issues

To join this extraordinary group
Whatsapp 845-499-6354
Or email
ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com

WAITING TO START THE
SEDER UNTIL NIGHTFALL

The Shulchan Aruch (472:1) tells us that one should have
everything ready to start the seder, but one should not
begin kiddush until it is after nightfall. This is based on the
Mishna in Pesachim (99b), that one should not eat on the
night of the seder until it is dark.

Tosfos however asks: Why is this the case? Why is the night
of Pesach different than any other night of yom tov or
Shabbos, when one can make an “early Shabbos,” and make
kiddush before nightfall?

Tosfos answers that this night is, indeed, different. The
pasuk states: 'nm 1553 qwan nx ax' - the korban pesach
has to be eaten at night. Therefore, even if one were to be
mekabel yom tov early, he will still not be able to have the
fulfillment of eating the meat until nightfall. Tosfos adds
that the same will apply to the eating of the matza and ma-
ror which are compared to the korban pesach. Thus, even if
one can be mekabel the yom tov of Pesach early, he can still
not fulfill the mitzvah of eating matza until nightfall.

MITZVAH OF SIPPUR

However, this only explains why we cannot eat the matza
early, but we still need to understand why one cannot start
the seder and fulfill the mitzvah of sippur yetzias mitzray-
im before nightfall. That would help get the ball rolling,
and save a lot of time.

The Brisker Rav explains that this question is such a good
question that it is actually raised in the hagada itself. The
Baal Hagada states:"o» myan 513" - One may have thought
that the mitzvah can be fulfilled while it is still day. What
does that mean? Why would one think that the mitzvah
can be done before Pesach begins? The reason is, says the
Brisker Rav, because we are talking about such a case,
where one has been mekabel yom tov early. Since it is
already Pesach, one would think that he can start perform-
ing the mitzvah of sippur yetzias mitzrayim, just as one can
make an early Shabbos and recite kiddush.

The Brisker Rav adds that, in fact the Rambam (Chometz

Umatzah 7:1) compares the mitz-
vah of sippur yetzias mitzrayim
and the mitzvah of reciting kid-
dush every Friday night. That
being the case, just as the Rambam
(Shabbos 29:11) writes that one
can recite kiddush even before
Shabbos has begun, one should be
allowed to perform the mitzvah
of sippur yetzias mitzrayim before
nightfall.

SUMMARY

One cannot fulfill the mitzvos

of the seder before nightfall. The
matza and marror have to be eaten
at night, at the time when one can
eat the korban pesach. We also
saw that one must wait to start the
hagada, as well. The reason for this
will be discussed, bezras hashem,
in a future article.

To be continued...

COMMUNITY
KOLLEL NEWS:

After last month’s stimulating class,
given by Rabbi Daniel Coren, on
Shalom Bayis, the Night Kollel
was treated to a Part II, this past
Wednesday March 18.

The Night Kollel has an intrigu-
ing weekly Thursday night shiur
at 9:45. The topic: “Insights of
the Maharal on the Weekly Par-
sha,” given by Rav Simcha Bunim
Berger.

NEW! The Night Kollel also has

a new Amud Yomi Shiur given by
Rabbi Yehoshua Weber, Founder
Ohr Tzvi, Rabbi Emertus, Clanton
Park Synagogue. The shiur is from
8:45-9:30PM, Location - 18 Main
Bais Medrash. If you find the daf to
be too quick, this is an opportunity
to join many others who are learn-
ing through Shas at a slower pace!

As in previous years, in prepara-
tion for the yom tov of Pesach, the
Kollel Boker has already begun to
learn the rules and regulations of
the Seder, with the focus on the
topic of “The Four Cups” Come
now and join us and come pre-
pared to the seder knowing the
ins and outs of what we do on this
special night!

YESHIVAS BEIN
HAZMANIM

Once again, Ohr Chaim is proud
to announce the upcoming YE-
SHIVAS BEIN HAZMANIM with
Matan Schara Btzida, as well as
Breakfast and Lunch for all partic-
ipants. The YBH will be starting
Thursday, April 3, and continue
until after Yom Tov. As in previous
years, there will also be exciting
shiurim given by various Rab-
banim & Roshei Yeshiva.

Wishing you a wonderful Shabbos
Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
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In conformance with regulations set forth by the
Federal Government, NY State & Rockland County

Occupancy in any building or tent is hereby limited to
one person per table. All others must leave. There are
No Exceptions

To protect our community it is advised that persons
over the age of 60 and those with underlying medical
conditions stay at home for the duration of this crisis.

THE MIKVAH IS CLOSED FOR THE DURATION OF THIS
EMERGENCY

Soap Dispensers are available near all sink areas. Wash your hands frequently
2. Cover your face & mouth when you cough or sneeze

Please do not leave used tissues on the tables. Throw used tissues in the
garbage can

4. Use gloves provided in all food areas
Refrain from smelling food or milk directly from the containers
6. Do not congregate in the coffee area

7. After davening or learning please leave the area as soon as possible

If you are coughing, sneezing or just don’t

feel well, please stay home until you are
better.

Updates will be sent out via email, WhatsApp and text

184
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