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DEAR KEHILLA

BET PARASHOT KI SAVO
HAFTARAH 5779

This week's haftorah brings us to the concluding
dimensions of Hashem's encompassing efforts to
comfort the Jewish people. The prophet Yeshaya
shares with us a glimpse of the glorious era of
Mashiach and reveals Hashem's unbelievable
sensitivity and concern for His chosen nation. Ye-
shaya begins, "Rise and project your light because
the radiance of Hashem shines upon you" (60:1).
The prophet's message is that in the days of Mashi-
ach the Jewish people will serve as a reflection
of Hashem's light unto the nations of the world.
Yeshaya continues, "Lift your eyes and see them
coming; your sons coming from afar and your
daughters accompanied by the kings of the world."
(60:3-5) The cloud of darkness and confusion
which continuously plagues society will finally be
lifted and the entire world will flow into Jerusalem
in streams to discover the truths of Hashem and
His Torah. Instead of the all too familiar scene of
the Jewish people flowing out of their homeland
into exile, a new flow will occur. Not only will our
oppressors permit us to return to Israel, they will
even personally escort us back to our homeland.
And to complete this picture, nations will display
sincere interest in the Jewish people's traditions
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and will flock to our homeland to discover our
Jewish values and systems. The influx will be so
overwhelming that we will wonder in amazement
if we are merely imagining these sights, or if, in
truth, history has made a full turnabout.

The prophet continues, "All the choice sheep of
Kedar will gather to you.... to be offered on My
altar and accepted with desire.” (60: 7) The nations
of the world will appreciate in sincerity the value
of service to Hashem through sacrifice and will
continuously offer Him an abundance of sacrific-
es. In place of their cruel campaign for thousands
of years to destroy and never allow the recon-
struction of the Bais Hamikdash they will finally
comprehend spiritual values and utilize the Bais
Hamikdash to capacity. The prophet adds, "And
foreign nations will build your walls and their
kings will contribute the funds" (60:10). Even the
demolished walls of Israel's cities will be rebuilt by
her oppressors, nations who previously acted so
harshly toward the Jewish people.

According to the Rambam Mishneh Torah,
Hilchos Melachim 11:1,4 the Beis HaMikdash will
be built by man, more specifically by Mashiach.
Indeed, its construction will be one of the signs of
Mashiach’s advent. The message of the Navi makes
sense as the Bais Hamikdash will be manmade
so the nations can partake in the rebuilding. But
according to Rashi there will be nothing for them
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to do, it will come down complete from Hashem.

According to Rashi, (Sukkah 41a, Rosh HaSha-
nah 30a- see also Tosafos, Sukkah) he explains
that the Beis HaMikdash has already been con-
structed by G-d and exists in the heavenly realms,
waiting for the time when it will descend to the
earth. For the Third Beis HaMikdash will be “the
Sanctuary of G-d, established by Your hands”
When the setting within the world is appropriate,
this heavenly structure will descend and become
an actual reality within our material world.

Why would we want the nations to partake at
all in the building of the Bais Hamekdash? Why
should they have that privilege after all that they
put us through in 2000 years of Galut?

Maybe this is a lesson that is appropriate for en-
tering the Yamim Noraim; the ability and freedom
of forgiveness. To forgive liberates us in a way that
enables us to move on and rebuild. When we hold
on to the past we suffer and can never rebuild
anything.However, if we want the Bais Hamikdash
we will have to rid ourselves from that hate and
move on.

As the New Year is upon us and we really want
to build the next year we can only do so if we
forgive.

Shabbat Shalom

Zmanim by our incredible Gabbi
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RABBI COREN

SONG AS A
PART OF OUR LIVES

The Torah says in Parshas Ki Savo
nyay R 7wWR nnn
INRWIA PR N NR
75 31m 2a% v

What is the power of serving
Hashem with Simcha. I would
like to explore one powerful
Tool called nw

The Torah tells us 2% 1an> Ny
DXAW? 22 NX 7TAS AR AW DX
ompa nnw : and now write for
yourself this song and teach the
Jewish people.

The Rambam says by nwy nnyn
70 150 21055 SrAwm w1 WK b
7MW DR 025 2100 AN INKIY 1NYD
112 ww 7N 05 1ans amba nR
1w . According to the Ram-
bam, the Torah is instructing us
that every Jew has an obligation
to write a full Sefer Torah which
has in it this song. Which song is
he suggesting? The Ramban on
this Passuk informs us that the
song referred to here is that of
i which we will learn about
in the coming weeks.

A few questions arise. First of
all, why does the Torah seem to
give such importance to this Shi-
rah, this song? Secondly, when
one studies the Shirah itself

it is obvious that it is missing
the very concepts we should be
singing about and contains the
mistakes and the punishments
that will be brought about if we
don’t do the will of Hashem.

In connection with the above,
Rav Bergman in his Sefer Shaa-
rai Orah, quotes the Vilna Gaon
who questions the difference
between Shira and Zimrah. The

Gemara in Sotah says that Dovid
Hamelech was punished for
calling the Torah Zemiros. Why
is calling the Torah Zemiros

a negative description? Is not
the Torah itself referred to as a
Shirah?

The Vilna Gaon explains that
Zemiros has a very specific
limitation. Generally, a zemer
such as the ones we find in

the Zemiros for Shabbos has a
beginning and an end and often
the stanzas are based on the
acronym of the author’s name.
However, a shira may be totally
without a structure and can rep-
resent an expression of unlim-
ited being or a sense of infinity
(remember the old refrain “it is
a song that never ends’ which
refers to a song that is repeated
over and over again?) The dif-
ference is that with Torah is not
only a song that never ends but
is one that gets better and better,
sweeter and sweeter each time
one studies its words.

To further illustrate how pow-
erful a song is, Rabeinu Bachye
in his Sefer on Chumash adds

a new thought: He tells us that
the presence of a Levi in the
Bais Hamikdash was a crucial
component to the service. The
Levi, whose very name means
to accompany, serves in the Bais
Hamikdash as either a gatekeep-
er or a singer. The reason why
the singing was so crucial was
that the Kohen who works in the
Bais Hamikdash was required to
be in a state of Simcha or joy. It
states in Tehilim “Ivdu es Hash-
em Besimcha” meaning that the
ultimate Avoda has to be done
with simcha and this simcha is
brought about though the sing-
ing of the Levi.

From the above we see how
powerful the very act of singing
is to Avodas Hashem. Let’s now
go back and try to understand
the song of the Parsha, the song
of Haazinu. The mefarshim
explain that the word for song is
connected to the word 2w . The

Mishna in Maseches Shabbos discusses whether an animal can go out
~wa --with something around its neck. What is the connection be-
tween a song, shira, and a necklace or bracelet? A bracelet is made up
of many links with each link tied together to create a nice and unique
piece of jewelry (vwon). Shiras Haazinu is the ultimate expression

of Klal Yisrael. It’s a song that is binds and connects all the history of
Jewish people. Every part of the song is another crucial link in our
historical chain and the deeper we study and the better we appreciate
that the Hand of Hashem is always in control, the more we want to
burst out in song.

R’ Gedalyahu Shor once gave a mashal to this. A great orchestra will
always include a Tambourine which on its own would produce a deep
and perhaps bothersome resonance. But together with the other play-
ers in his orchestra, the player’s musical tones actually enhance the
song and produce a whole different musical experience.

A wise man once said singing is what takes a person from where they
are to where they want to be

Good shabbos







HEFSEK BETWEEN SHEL YAD
AND SHEL ROSH

In Devarim, (28:10) the Torah tells Bnei Yisroel
that the nations of the world will see Hashem
upon you and will fear you. The gemara in Brachos
(6a) says that this posuk is referring to the
mitzvah of tefillin shel rosh.

STEINFELD
In Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim (25:9-10) we
pasken that one may not say any words between
the putting on the tefillin shel yad and the tefillin shel rosh. If a
person hears kaddish or kedusha, he should not answer, but rather
pause and listen and then finish putting on the shel rosh.

What happens if a person is between the tefillin shel yad and shel
rosh and he hears someone else making a bracha on tefillin? May he
answer amen as it is not a hefsek since it is part of tefillin? Is he not
allowed to answer amen?

The Shailos Utshuvos Panim Meiros (1:59) writes that if a person
hears the bracha of tefillin from someone else and he is between
the shel yad and shel rosh, he may answer amen. This is despite the
fact that one can’t be mafsik for kaddish and kedusha at that time.
The reason for this is that saying amen on the bracha of tefillin

is like part of his mitzvah, whereas answering for kaddish and
kedusha is going off topic. The reason we are not mafsik between
shel yad and shel rosh is based on the Ran in the end of Meseches
Rosh Hashana in the name of the Reza who says despite the fact
that shel yad and shel rosh are two different mitzvos; nevertheless,
the posuk uses the terminology of “Vehayu” - they shall be. They
both have to be put on without a hefsek and by answering amen

to a bracha of tefillin, it would be considered being oseik in the
mitzvah of tefillin. The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (10) concurs and
writes that if a person heard the bracha of tefillin from someone
else while he is in between the shel yad and shel rosh, he may
answer amen since it is part of one “Vehayu,” as it connects the shel
yad to the shel rosh.

Reb Akiva Eiger in Shulcha Aruch (28:9) questions the Shailos
U’teshuvos Panim Meiros based on what the Tur in Orach Chaim (61)
says that one may answer amen on the birchas Krias Shema of the
Shaliach Tzibbur and it is not considered a hefsek. The Tur says it
is not any worse than if a person would give you Shalom Aleichem
and you would be allowed to be mafsik to respond. We see that if
this occurs in a place where one would not be allowed to answer to
a Shalom Aleichem, a person would not be allowed to be mafsik by
answering amen to the bracha. Since a person may not be mafsik
even to answer Shalom Aleichem during the time between shel
yadand shel rosh, it would stand to reason that it is prohibited to
answer amen to someone else’s bracha on tefillin between the shel
yadand shel rosh.

The Shailos U’teshuvos Devar Shmuel (142) says that answering
amen to a bracha of tefillin between shel yad and shel rosh is a
hefsek. He says it’s not comparable to a person who already washed
for bread and he would be permitted to ask for salt and the like,
and that is not considered a hefsek. The difference here is that
regarding a seuda, you are asking for things that are needed for the
meal; whereas regarding the tefillin, you are not saying something
that is needed for your tefillin. It is therefore considered a hefsek.

The Mishna Berura (25) paskens like Reb Akiva Eiger that one may
not answer amen since it would be a hefsek with the exception if a
person is motzi you with the bracha of tefillin. Reb Moshe Feinstein
in Igros Moshe (2:110) also paskens like Reb Akiva Eiger.

May we be zocheh to put on tefillin ke’Halacha.

A THOUGHT FROM RAV DRUK ON
WHAT REMAINS WITH A PERSON ARE ONLY THE
MITZVOS AND MAISIM TOVIM

Rabbi Yisroel Reisman

The Gemara in Maseches Shabbos 54b) says (1nn
ROW 777 12w "IN ARYY A7 Y 12 ORI Yo
omonnya ) the cow of Rav Elazar Ben Azarya
went out on Shabbos with a strap between its horns
which is Halachacily prohibited. On that, the Ge-
mara says) Chas V'shalom, Rav Elazar Ben Azarya?

First of all, ("5 x»n ma xT1m iy 12 o R 1 Swann ) Rav Elazar
Ben Azarya had only one Parah? (12 ~rybx 221 qwyn min 5y »a5x 100
XNW1 XNW 53 m1yn ) he had hundreds of thousands of cattle. He
was a very wealthy man. The Gemara asks (7> xni1 min x1m) did he
have only one?

The Gemara says that it was his neighbor's cow and he failed to
make a Macha to protest when the neighbor's cow went out in
a way which is Halachacily prohibited and he should have said
something. Because he didn't say anything he is blamed for what
took place and the cow is called his. This is what it says in the
Gemara.

Rav Druk (in his Sefer Darash Mordechai page 239 on 26:10)
asked isn't it strange that the Mishnah states it as if he had one Par-
ah and as if it was his Parah? The whole expression of the Mishna
is strange given the explanation in the Gemara.

To answer this, Rav Druk brought a Yerushalmi (Shabbos Daf
Zayin) that says that Rav Elazar Ben Azarya spent his life doing Te-
shuva for this mistake of not having corrected the behavior of his
neighbor. (mmyn 2on vrw mnwim) The Gemara says that he fasted
and did Teshuva his teeth became dark from all the fasting..

Says Rav Druk, Rav Elazar Ben Azarya had cattle easily a million
strong. He was a very rich man. However, what remains a genera-
tion, a century, two millennium later? What remains? The million
cattle are all gone. What he stayed with was (12 715 *21 5w o
m1y). There was an incident with a neighbor's cow and Rav Elazar
Ben Azarya erred in his behavior and then he did Teshuva. He did
a full Teshuva. He fasted over the Aveira of not protesting someone
else's behavior. Now, much later we say, (7™ 12 71p5x *21 5w ).
What does the person keep with him? What remains with a person
are the things that he uses for Mitzvos and Maisim Tovim. (5w 1n1n
12 arvhHx o) of all of the cattle that is what remained.

So too, (17 Y% IRNI-IYK ,MRIRD 1D NWR-NX XA 137). In our
Parsha, the farmer says I brought that which you gave me, the Bik-
kurim. The Ribbono Shel Olam gave him much more. (75 nan)-wx
717) this is what you really gave me. You gave me material goods
with which to do a Mitzva. That is for eternity. (.17 75 nanI-1WK).

Rav Druk in his fiery way would say, what remains? A million
catttler, what remains? The one which he used in Avodas Hashem.
Gevaldig!



RABBI YY JACOBSON

INSPIRING THE
COMMANDER

Years ago, | was in Tzfat, sitting on a roof-

top of an institution for kiruv called Ascent,
where different students attend classes. One
night, | was speaking to several students,
when a yeshiva bachur approached me and
asked if he could talk to me. “Sure,” | said. He
then went on to relate a personal story that
had occurred just weeks before.

Friday afternoon, during the hours before
Shabbos, his yeshiva spends time visiting
one of the nearby army bases, where they
motivate and inspire the soldiers. They pro-
vide them challah for Shabbos, put Tefillin
on them, and share with them some words of
Torah.

Yet, after some time, this yeshiva boy realized
that the army base was so close by, it would
be a nice idea if he could visit the soldiers ev-
ery day during the week when he had a lunch
break. He would be able to put Tefillin on the
soldiers who didn’t have Tefillin and provide
them with some words of encouragement
and inspiration. And so he did. For the past
few years, he said, he has gone to the army
base every day and become close to many of
the soldiers.

While many soldiers move on and leave the
army, those who tended to remain for longer
were the higher commanders and leaders,
whom he had also befriended. One such
commander, however, despite the boy’s
many friendly overtures, never reciprocated
in kind and returned the pleasantries. He had
always been cynical and cold. Whatever the
case was, the commandeer would decline the

boy’s offer and tell him to go somewhere else.

This went on for months and months.

“Not long ago,” said the boy, “l approached
him and asked if he wanted to put on Tefillin.
He declined as usual, but he added that he
would be willing to make me a deal. If | would
never again approach him to put Tefillin on,

he would put Tefillin on just this once. However, after this one time, | would need to stay
away from him and he would never, ever put Tefillin on again in his life.

“This is my dilemma,” the yeshiva bachur told me. “Would it be worthwhile to take him up
on his offer and put Tefillin on now? On the other hand, if that happens, | will never be able
to try and teach him about Judaism and positively influence him again. Perhaps it is worth
forgoing the opportunity to put Tefillin on him now given this latter consideration.”

Yet the boy soon realized, just as the Rambam (Hilchos Teshuva 3:4) articulates, that a per-
son should view himself as having half mitzvos and half sins; if he performs one mitzvah,
then he tips the scales in his favor and in the world’s favor. “I cannot evaluate the impor-
tance and power of this one mitzvah,” he said. “It’s not my place to worry about the future,
and | must focus on the present opportunity he has to perform an incredible mitzvah. You
never know, maybe he will never get another chance to put on Tefillin and this will be his
last chance.”

The boy decided that now was the time or never, and he went on to accept the command-
er’s deal. The man put on the Tefillin and said Shema, after which he said, “Remember?
Never again in my life! Never again do you come back here! Enough!” Alright, figured the
boy. What’s done is done, and that was the agreement.

The following day, the boy returned to the army base, and his conscious began to unnerve
him. “Maybe | did the wrong thing,” he wondered. “I can never walk over to him again. One
time of wearing Tefillin and | now sacrificed this man forever. Maybe it was wrong.” But the
boy kept to his word, and attended to all the other soldiers except this man.

“At the end of the week,” continued the boy, “the commander called me over. He took hold
of the Tefillin in my hands and began putting on the Tefillin.” The boy had no idea what had
happened or why the commander had reneged and changed his mind. The boy said noth-
ing, but merely observed how the commander put Tefillin on and said the Shema.
Afterwards, the commander said, “You’re probably wondering what happened. | didn’t
forget my end of the deal, but I’ll tell you the truth. | watched you for the last few days, and
I noticed how broken-hearted you were that you couldn’t come over to me. | saw the pained
looked in your eyes that wished you could approach me. Once | saw that, | realized that you
were being genuine the entire time. | understood that you were coming to the army base
and going around from soldier to soldier for no other reason than wishing to inspire your
fellow Jews. | thought that | was merely another project of yours. But as soon as | saw how
sincere you wished to come over to me, | understood that your intentions were pure all
along. You really did care about me. You can come now to me every day; from now on, I’'m
going to put Tefillin on every day...”

6
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Parshas Ki Savo

Bundles of
Blessings

Take a quick look around, we
stand a little more than two weeks
away from Rosh Hashanah.

Are we prepared?

Let’s look inside a bit- Are we who
we want to be?

The question is broad, almost
intangible. Of course, we can always
be better parents to our children (or
better children to our parents). But,
let's look in the mirror- do we like
the person we have become?

Do we want to make any changes?
Now is the time of year to plan,
to think.. To slowly rearrange our
priorities..

One piece of advice; do not make
big resolutions.. It has been said-
small people make big resolutions
(uh oh...hard to keep).Bigger people
make smaller promises that can be
achieved.. Let’s make our life great
again, by committing to solid but
attainable, albeit smaller goals.

But what of the past year? We may
not have been our best possible
self.

But there is one thing we must be
thankful for- Hashem has given us
the mitzvah of “Teshuvah” .

We must review, review, review
and review some more, all of our
actions...

Were we too quick to judge? To
condemn?Were we less than pleas-
ant to those around us? Well were
we?

We're human.

Rosh Hashana is upon us.Our
Mitzvos will soon be piled on the
heavenly scale.. And then come our
faults.. Our failures. But what of
our shortcomings?

Judgement time is here, how can
we tilt the scales?

Let’s see what will have an impact
on those scales.

The story is told of a young man
who apprenticed himself to a silver-
smith

The silversmith promised the ap-
prentice a modest wage each week,
but time and time again he was
unable to pay.. His own bills were

ADAPTED FOR ENGLISH BY AVROHOM HILLEL REICH

overwhelming. There was simply
nothing left in the till.

What was the young man to do..
He thought, “If I demand my
payment.. I know my boss simply
cannot give me the funds..and I
might incriminate him with the sin
of delaying wages. But if I let the
weeks add up.. He will surely not
be able to pay such a large amount
all at once and I will end up with
nothing!”

Just then he hit upon a brilliant
idea. In the back of the store was a
large tin can. Into this can he threw
a few flakes of silver and some gold
shavings every single day. The bits
were so small -not missed.

At the end of two years he finally
approached his employer.” It has
been some time since I received
remuneration.. I know that I have
learnt a lot here and that’s what’s
valuable in the long run- but we
still agreed to a small salary.”

“How much do I owe you ?” asked
the forlorn silversmith.

They made the calculations..

I simply do not have that amount
of money..!

The young apprentice made his
way into the back room and re-
turned holding a can laden with
gold and silver pieces.. It was by
now very heavy.

They weighed the can together
and it was even a little more than
the young man was owed.

The silversmith was overjoyed and
blessed the young man profusely
for his foresight and planning!

And so it is with our lives- we
panic when our virtues are out-
numbered by our failings.. We
watch as the scale tilts ominously
in the wrong direction- but wait..
The defending angels are wheeling
in cartloads of suffering, of an-
guish and pain.. All these are to be
combined with our zechusim and
they serve to tilt the heavenly scale
in our favor..

We earn zechusim in many ways-

Like small flakes of gold and
silver, small mitzvos, good actions,
even suffering and pain. All add
up!

A Kesiva Vachasima Tovah to all!




Messages—Just Open Your Eyes

Rebbetzin Ruthie Halberstadt

Anyone who has ever observed and ab-
sorbed the radiating light of a candle
will notice a most interesting dynamic.
Candles are one of the very few com-
modities in the finite world that obey
the laws of a spiritual world. The can-
dle flame always points up, disobeying
the laws of gravity. Even if you hold the
candle sideways, the flame still points
upwards. And if you hold it directly up-
side down, it goes out. Under all cir-
cumstances, it refuses to face down.
This reality is reflected within the
Pasuk, “Ner Hashem nishmat adam —
A candle of Hashem is the soul of
man” (Mishlei 20:27). Most aptly fit-
ting man’s spiritual mission and search
for meaning in life, just like the candle
constantly strives to reach upwards, so
are we to do.

Rebbetzin Chana Silver

Rav Eliyah Lopian zt”l interestingly
observes that the resources we have in
life which are plentiful are the very
same resources we direly need in order
to survive. For example, air to breathe
and water to drink. Air is free and
available for everyone to breathe. Wa-
ter, as well, is necessary for a person to
survive. And as we know it, the world is
largely made up of water. The same is
true, notes Rav Lopian, when it comes
to emunah, belief in Hashem. Belief in
G-d, which is so vital to our lives, is so

plentiful. Simply looking out into our
world and studying its breathtaking
depth and intricacies leaves one awe-
struck. There are plenty of indications
in our world which point to a Creator;
all that we must do is open our eyes and
take a look.

Dip the Apple in The Honey

On Rosh Hashanah we perform many symbolic actions. We also commemorate
certain events. One of the events we remember was the creation of Adam and
Chava. Another event we remember is that on the same day of their creation they
ate the forbidden fruit.

Originally, Adam and Chava were created to be immortal. By eating the fruit,

death was introduced into the world. In fact, they were the first two people to be
inscribed into the book of death. Ever since that time , on the anniversary of Hu-
man creation, every single person in the world is judged.

This is the main reason we eat apples on Rosh Hashana. We are told that Gan
Eden is like an apple orchard with the delicious scent of succulent apples. The
apple reminds us of the Gan (garden) a time of immortality. It also reminds us of
the judgment which introduced death into the world. Therefore we dip the apple in
honey to sweeten the judgment.

Let us clarify these apples. What exactly was the Etz Hadas? A plain tree, bush
tree, fruit tree?

This is a question which has many Sages offering differing opinions. Why do
many people assume it was an apple tree? Long story short, The Etz Hadas was
not an apple tree.

There is no Jewish Foundation for saying it was an apple tree. The closest we find
to apples is where Rashi says the garden had the smell of an apple orchard.

The Gemara offers some possibilities for what kind of tree it was. Some say it was
grapes, some say wheat, some say a fig tree. All three of these options have good
proofs but seem to be dismissed. The Medrash says there’s a strong possibility that
the Tree was its very own species. Lastly, others say there was never any tree at
all. Rather the tree has other symbolic meanings.

Rabeinu Meshulom adds that from Kiddush on Rosh Hashana until immediately
after Hamotzeli, is a very auspicious time to request .n¥7The Etz Hadas, whatever
it’s manifestation, was an immense source of knowledge. By drinking wine and
eating challah we embrace the fundamentals of the word .ny7Another name for
wheat or grain is Dagan, grapes are Anavim, and fig is Te’enah.
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PREPARING FOR
G-D'S COURTROOM

RABEI EFRAM GOLDBERG

“Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you will tell the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you G-d?”

uI dO.”

Though there wasn't formal training for this in Rabbinical school,
over my relatively short career I have appeared in court on behalf of
others at least a few dozen times. Often it is to testify on a divorce
matter, but I have also served as a character witness on drug issues,
financial disputes and even a false battery accusation.

Remarkably, more often than not, the occasions that I have been
asked to come to court have fallen during this time of the year, in the
month of Elul. As I satin a courtroom
again just this week, I noticed the many
comparisons we can draw to the great court
dates we will all face just a short time from
now on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, and
the lessons we can learn:

1. Fate - The tension, anxiety and
uncertainty in a courtroom are palpable.
All parties, including highly skilled legal
counsel, know that they can advance the
most persuasive arguments and provide the
most compelling evidence, but ultimately
the judge - and the judge alone - will rule
in their case as he sees fit. Despite all of their efforts and pleadings,
the fate of the litigants is solely in the hands of the judge who will
determine their future. There is much we can learn from observing
the temperament, behavior and disposition of those appearing before
a human judge. As we stand before the Almighty, how can we better
truly feel and acknowledge that our fate is in His hands?

2. Decorum - The decorum in a courtroom is impeccable. The
parties all dress formally, given the seriousness of appearing before
a Magistrate. There is an absolute and total intolerance for talking,
eating, ringing cell phones, noisy children, or anything else that will
either distract from the proceedings or compromise the prestige of the
courtroom. How is the decorum in G-d’s courtroom? Do we create
an atmosphere that is equally intolerant of distractions and frivolous
conversation? Do our dress and behavior reflect the seriousness and
majesty of the forum in which we stand and the reason we are there?

3. Preparation — No lawyer or client walks into a courtroom
without having prepared. The strategy is devised, the witnesses are
prepped, and opening and closing arguments are scripted and re-
hearsed. Many hours are spent in preparation before appearing before
the judge in an effort to achieve a favorable result. The gemara in
Berachos tells us that the early pious Jews would spend an hour in
meditation, preparing to pray. How much preparation do we do? Do

we dedicate a few moments to clear our minds and focus our thoughts
before making our presentation before the Judge of Judges?

4. Swearing In - I find it noteworthy that before a witness testifies,
the court asks him or her to swear in G-d’s name that he or she will tell
the truth. Implicitly, the statement acknowledges G-d’s existence and
the consequences of dishonoring His name by lacking fidelity to the
truth. The court assumes that the fear of G-d will prevent any witness
from violating his oath to tell only the truth. Jewish law also mandates
taking an oath in certain circumstances. The gemara explains that
invoking G-d’s name will automatically elevate the seriousness with
which the witness approaches his words. Our words matter, partic-
ularly in a courtroom, and using them accurately, appropriately and
with integrity speaks to our very credibility as people. Do we always
say what we mean and mean what we say? Are we honest, truthful and
precise when reporting experiences to others? Does the fear of G-d
lead us to be honest with G-d -- and ourselves?

5. Record - Every courtroom has either a stenographer sitting and
typing each word that is uttered, or a recording device that captures
everything that is said. Lawyers, witnesses and litigants must choose

their words carefully; for once they
are expressed they enter the record
for posterity. The mishna in Avos
teaches us to know Who is above us
and therefore to recognize that an eye
is always watching, an ear is always
listening, vichol ma’asecha bsefer
nichtavimv - and all of our deeds are
recorded forever. Do we live with a
cognizance and consciousness that
what we say and do matters and that
they enter the record of our lives, even
when nobody is around to see it?

6. Contempt of Court - Part of the proceedings I observed this
week included an accusation that one party had been in contempt of
court for not following a court order. The judge turned to the accused
party and said, “Do you understand that when I issue a ruling, if the
other party can supply evidence that you knowingly and willingly dis-
obeyed me, I will find you in contempt of my court and there will be
great consequences? I can throw you in jail, and you will remain there
until you obey my judgment” Do we honor and obey the rulings of
the Judge of Judges? Do we recognize that our choices have conse-
quences and we are accountable for what we do? Are we in contempt
of G-d’s court?

The comparisons could go on, but it is evident what I am trying
to communicate at this solemn season of the Jewish year. Sitting in
a courtroom in the month of Elul is, I have found, among the best
sources of inspiration and motivation to prepare for the Days of Awe
so that they are, indeed, awesome days of prayer, introspection, reflec-
tion and growth.

I hope and pray that none of us has to appear in a courtroom as a
litigant. But should you find yourself there as a witness or juror or
prospective juror, take advantage of the opportunity to observe and
learn and find inspiration for your appearance in G-d’s courtroom in
the hope that you will find favor in His eyes and secure a favorable
outcome from the Supreme Judge.
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Real Estate

An elderly gentleman was on his deathbed as his wife and three children and
nurse stood close by.

Then he spoke:

"Bill, you take the Beverly Hills houses.

"Mary, you take the offices in the Center Center.

"Debra, the apartments over the L.A. Plaza are yours.

"To my dear wife, take all the residential buildings near downtown."

The nurse was really impressed. She said, "Your husband must have been
quite a man, amassing so much property to leave to all of you."

And the wife responded, "What property? ... he had a paper route! !"

I Know Him

A small town Prosecutor called his first witness to the stand in a trial - a mid-
dle aged lady. He approached her and asked, "Mrs. Jones, do you know me?"

She responded, "I do know you Mr. Leigh. I've known you since you were a
young boy. And frankly, you've been a big disappointment to me. You lie, you
cheat, you manipulate people and talk about them behind their backs. You
think you're a rising big shot when you haven't the brains to realize you never
will amount to anything more than a two-bit paper pusher. Yes, I know you."

The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do he pointed across the
room and asked, " Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attorney?"

She again replied, "Why, yes I do. I've known Mr. Patterson since he was a
youngster, too. I used to baby-sit him for his parents. And he, too, has been a
real disappointment to me. He's lazy, bigoted, he has a drinking problem. The
man has no friends and his law practice is one of the shoddiest in the entire
state. Yes, I know him."

At this point, the judge rapped the courtroom to silence and called both law-
yers to the bench. In a very quiet voice, he said with menace, "If either of you
asks her if she knows me, you'll be jailed for contempt!"

I Conquered Depression

I found myself pretty depressed lately and thought maybe if I made a few new
friends that might help.

In considering how to do that I thought I would use the Facebook model.

So now, every day, I go down on the street and tell the passers-by what I have
eaten, how I feel, what I have done or where we had dinner the night before,
and what I will be doing today

I give them pictures of my family, my dog, videos of my staring at my com-
puter screen or napping and of course, the Pix of me winning the Body By En-
teman’s contest.

I also listen to their conversations, and I tell them I love them, and it works.

I already have § people following me: 3 Police Officers and 2 Psychiatrists.

Fast Promotions

The boss called one of his employees into the office. “Rob,” he said, “you've
been with the company for a year. You started off in the post room, one week
later you were promoted to a sales position, and one month after that you were
promoted to district manager of the sales department. Just four short months
later, you were promoted to vice-chairman.”

“Now it's time for me to retire, and I want you to take over the company.
What do you say to that?”

“Thanks,” said the employee.
“Thanks?” the boss replied. “Is that all you can say?”
“I suppose not,” the employee said. “Thanks, Dad.”

Stolen glasses

To the person who stole my glasses

I will find you, I have contacts

PARSHA PUZZLERS
BY RABBI SHLOMO MODDEL

1. The reason for these calamities, our great Rebbe
did specifically state

Why we will be afflicted with these horrible ninety
eight

Even if we do serve the one above with the best of
our ability

If our serving is missing one small word we are still
very guilty,

It’s a small word whose ge-
matriah is three fifty three
And if you will rearrange it, number five you will
see,

Please give the answer make it snappy

If your answer will be right, we will all be happy.

aaag

2.They were twelve of them standing proud and
tall

Some say they were carrying parts of the Torah
some say all

Rabi Shimon says that I was below the holy words
so they would be clear

Rabi Yehudah says I covered the words, but if so
how could the words appear?

The answer is, any nation whose interest to learn
was real

Hashem gave them special understanding and me
they began to peel

If you can’t figure this out look carefully at the
stones, you'll see

An Australian city which is missing a knee

aaa

3. Describe the mouth of a bird

Remove the head of the not rich, sounds obsurd?

On what is the rubber of the tire placed?

If you figured out the three lines that you just
faced,

you will have found the riddle’s word.

Quoaaad

Answers: 1.3 0.2 nnnw.Beek oor rimo™aa
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THE ART OF READING PARSHASKI [ || 3. \'1.hpap V]

SAVO

The Alter Rebbe (Baal haTanya) himself

was the Baal Koirei in his shul. Once he

was away from Lyozna on the Shabbas,

parshas Savo, and the Mitteler Rebbe*,

then not yet Bar Mitzva, heard the kriah from another.
His anguish at the curses in the toychacha (section of
admonition) caused him so much heartache, that on Yom
Kippur the Alter Rebbe doubted whether his son would be
able to fast.

When they asked the Mitteler Rebbe - "Don't you hear this
parsha every year?" - he replied, "When Father reads, one

hears no curses."”
====Hayom Yom Elul 17

*Son and successor of the Baal Hatanya.
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TO ADVERTISE WITH THE

IN THE WALL

It was definitely a challenge for Yaakov, as a single
father living in Israel, to bring up his son, Shlomo, with-
out his wife. She had passed on, and Shlomo had not
been surrounded by a mother for many, many years.
Unbeknownst to Yaakov, however, Shlomo had been
hiding his ways, and had become over the past year, less
and less religious. Shlomo still attended yeshiva and
listened to his father, though he was slowly becoming
more and more distant. When he finally turned eigh-
teen, he realized that he needed to get out of the house.
It was time for a change. Living with his father was
especially difficult given that he did not see eye to eye
with him about religious matters.

“I'm going to leave,” Shlomo told his father. “I'm going
away to look for meaning in my life. ’'m going to India”
Yaakov was taken aback to hear such news. “What do
you mean youre going to India? How can you leave Is-
rael? Where will you daven, learn and eat Kosher food.”
Shlomo finally broke the news to his father. “Abba, I'm
sorry to say it, but 'm not really religious anymore.”
Yaakov was shocked and reiterated his earlier point that
Shlomo could not leave, for after all, where would he
pray, learn and eat Kosher?” “Abba, I'm not sure if you
realize what I'm telling you. ’'m no longer religious, and
I'm sorry, but 'm going to leave” Yaakov was heart-
broken. He couldn’t accept the fact that his one and
only son was no longer religious, and would be leaving
Israel.

Shlomo, who was now going by Sam, bought a ticket
and scheduled a flight. On the day of his scheduled
flight, Yaakov discovered the time of his departure, and
raced to the airport to catch him. “Shlomo, please, you
don’t want to listen to me, and I understand. You don’t
realize how much love I have in my heart for you. You
don’t need to be religious like me. All I want is that you
be a good Jew and observe the basic mitzvos. I won’t
bother you. Please just stay in Israel here, and I will not
bother you” But Sam’s mind had already been made.

“Abba,” said Sam, “my mind is set. Don’t try to change
it. 'm leaving. I hope you’ll forgive me.” Yaakov couldn’t
stand hearing this. After investing everything he had
into his son, he couldn’t bear to see him off in such a
way. “Forgive you?” exclaimed Yaakov. “You want me to
forgive you! I will never forgive you!” he shouted. Those
were the last words uttered from father to son. Sam
turned around and headed on through the airport.

Sam landed in India, and continued living his life. He
became involved with new friends and enjoyed a new
life, forgetting completely about his Jewish roots and
upbringing.

One day, as he walked through the market in the mid-
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dle of India, he noticed what looked like one of his friends from yeshiva,
from many years before. A very fine, young man, who dressed like a re-
spectable religious Jew. Sam ran over to his friend, and patted him on the
back. “Moshe, what are you doing here?!” “Well,” said Moshe,” after giving
Sam a big hug, “I was sent here by my company for some business for a
few days. I have a few deals to close and then I head back. But Shlomo, I
was sorry to hear. I felt terrible. I wanted to come and see you, but I didn’t
know where you were”

Shlomo wasn't sure what Moshe was referring to. “Shlomo, you don't
know? You didn’t hear? Your father passed away...”

Sam felt like he had just been hit by a train. “Do you know how many
times your father tried to call you?” continued Moshe. “The only person
he talked about to any of us who visited after he took ill was you, Shlomo.
What happened that you came here? To your father, you were his only
source of hope and light” Sam now realized that he had done nothing in
memory of his father. He had not sat shiva, never said kaddish, and never
gave even a penny to tzedakah.

Sam’s mind was exploding. He was so overwhelmed with tears and deep
pain. While he had grown distanced from his father and had his argu-
ments with him, he still deeply loved and respected him as his father. To
now hear that he had passed and that he had not even known about it
was a shock to his bones.

It wasn't a question in Shlomo’s mind. Retuning back to his apartment,
he gathered his basic belongings together and informed his friends that
he was leaving India to return to Israel. Without any explanation, he went
straight to the airport.

Landing in Israel was without any agenda or itinerary. Making his way
to the Kotel, he walked up to the Wall and began mumbling words of
prayer he had remembered from his youth. But he couldn’t take it. His
words turned into tears. Streams and streams of tears.

Standing near Shlomo was an elderly gentleman, who took note of the
animated and intense crying that Shlomo exhibited. Approaching him,
he gently placed his hand on Shlomo’s shoulder and offered a warm sense
of support. “My brother;” he said, “what’s troubling you?” But Shlomo
couldn’t even get out the words. He was filled with sorrow and frustration
with his whole life that nothing more could be done but cry and cry, and
cry some more. “You don’t need to say anything if you can’t,” said the
old man. “Write it down. Write out a little note to G-d and place it in the
Wall”

Shlomo sat down on the ground right before the Kotel, pouring out his
heart and tears. Once he had finished, he gathered himself together, stood
up and placed the paper into the Wall. But no sooner than he had placed
it inside, it fell out. Picking up the paper from the floor, he placed it in the
wall again. But, as before, it fell out.

Shlomo had already not been feeling good about himself, and this
certainly didn’t help. He could only take it as a sign from Heaven. “Here
I want to talk to G-d,” he thought to himself, “and He is giving me His
answer, ‘T don’t want to talk to you right now””

Shlomo began breaking down. But the old man was right by his side.
“Don’t give up! What happened?” “The paper, the paper,” Shlomo cried.
“I keep on putting it in the wall, but it falls out every time” “Put the paper
higher,” said the man. “Reach higher and put it up there. Place it in a dif-
ferent area, but never give up on anything in life!” Shlomo picked up the
paper yet another time, and placed the paper up on a high ledge, where it
stayed put.

But as Shlomo’s paper found its place high up on the wall, down came
a paper floating to the ground in its place. Shlomo at first believed it was
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his own paper that had made its way down again, though he soon
noticed that it was not his own handwriting, but that of someone
else. It was someone’s handwriting, however, that he was quite
familiar with.

It was the handwriting of someone he had known and had been
very close to. The letter went as follows:

Shlomo,

If I would be able to, I would tell you how much I love you and
forgive you for everything that you did. I said that I was angry
and that I would never forgive you. That was not true. My dear
son, as soon as you left, I forgave you with a full heart. I pray that
Hashem should bring you back, and I pray that you should come
back to the truthful way. I hope that you will one day marry a
Jewish woman who is G-d fearing and you will have holy chil-
dren.

Your loving father who loves you more than anything,

Yaakov ben Sarah

Who knows? Who knows the Divine Providence that runs
through our life...

PLEASE SUBMIT AD TO adsinbet@gmail.com




~ollelB okern~

We discussed previously that if the esrog has
even one black dot on the chotem (the upper part
of the esrog), it is pasul. But it is clear in all of the
poskim that there is no need to check the esrog
with a magnifying glass. This is a general rule that
we find in many areas of halachah that the Torah
was given to people to keep under normal cir-
cumstances. Therefore, the Torah did not expect
every person to walk around with a magnifying
glass. We find this in regards to the prohibition
of ingesting bugs that one need not be concerned
with bugs that are not visible to the naked eye.
The Igros Moshe extends this to many other areas
of halachah, as well, including testing the exact
square of the tefillin, that use of a magnifying
glass is unnecessary.

If that is the case that a magnifying glass is un-
necessary, why is that we see people — sometimes
even rabbanim — using them? The answer is that
if one sees a dot but is unsure what it is, a magni-
fying glass can be used to verify what it is.

Additionally, there may be a hidur not to have
any black dots at all. In Teshuvos Vihanhagos,
Rav Moshe Shternbuch relates a fascinating story.
The Chazon Ish once saw Rav Chaim Solovetchik,
the Rav of Brisk using a magnifying glass to check
an esrog. The Chazon Ish asked Rav Chaim why
he was using it, if it was halachically unnecessary.
Rav Chaim responded that although halachically
it is kosher if not visible to the naked eye, there
is still a hidur to have a perfectly clean esrog and
that is why he is using a magnifying glass to
check it.

What about the opposite, if at first
glance the dot appears to be black, but
after taking a closer look one sees
that it is not black? We previously
established that if one does not
notice any black at first glance,
it is kosher. Maybe we should
apply the same in this case,
and if at first glance it looks
black, it should be considered
a black dot, and the esrog
would be pasul. Rav Elyashiv
ruled that it is not the same
and will be kosher. Since
one has verified that it is not
a black dot, the fact that, at
first glance, it appears to be
a black dot, is not a problem.

There can only be a problem
if there is actually something

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

there. If we have indeed clarified that there is no
black — which is a problematic change of color —
the fact that, at first glance, it had appeared so is
immaterial.

However, if one only realizes that it is not a
black dot by using a magnifying glass, that is a
different story, and it will not be rendered kosher.
Whatever is not clear to the naked eye does not
have halachic implications and therefore the use
of a magnifying glass will not change the status.

What about if one can only see with glasses? Is
that considered a normal way of seeing?

The Mishna in Negayim states that a kohen
who looks at a nega must be able to see with his
eyes. The Tiferes Yisroel discusses the status of a
kohen who cannot see well and only sees properly
with glasses. He rules that this is also considered
seeing with his eyes, just as we see in regards to
one who reads from the sefer torah, when wearing
glasses, which is halachically sanctioned. We can
say the same for looking at an esrog and seeing
via glasses, will be a halachically sanctioned
manner of seeing.

An esrog with a black dot is only pasul if it can
be seen by the naked untrained eye and to most
people at first glance.

If at first glance a dot appears to be black, but
after taking a closer look one sees that it is not
black, it is kosher.
The use of a magnifying glass is not nec-
essary. The only reason to use it would be
to clarify what one is seeing, or maybe
as a hidur, but not a requirement. Al-
though the use of a magnifying glass
is not considered seeing, seeing
with glasses is.
This shiur is available on the
shul’s website, 18Forshay.
com, on MP3 in the shul, and
on Torahanytime.com. To
receive updates of upcoming
shiurim, or to access any of
Ohr Chaim’s previous shi-
urim, please send a request
to Secretary@18forshay.
com, or follow the prompts
on the website to get a link
to the shiurim, or to enroll
in our WhatsApp group for
shiurim.

ROSH KOLLEL

RABBI KOSLOWITZ SPEAKING AT THE NIGHT
KOLLEL ON THE TOPIC OF "HOW TO KNOW YOUR
oot ARE KOSHER"

Mohel@i18forshay.com
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WHAT IS
CONSIDERED
THE TOP OF THE
HADAS?

We discussed that there are different
ways to explain why a hadas may be
kosher even if its head is chopped off.

. The top of the hadas is covered

with leaves and the cut is not seen.

. The leaves are the focus of the
hadas, and we do not care so
much about the appearance of
the top.

. A hadas does not need to be
hadar,

. It is an issue of chaser, which does
not apply to hadas.

What is the top of the hadas? The
Rishonim explain that “niktam rosho”
is referring to the top of the hadas
branch, not the leaves. This is quoted
by the Rama (645:10).

This is different to the lulav, where
the halacha of “niktam rosho” is a
case where the top leaves are chopped
off. The Rosh explains that there is a
rationale behind the difference. In the
case of the lulav the leaves are always
on the top, and it is understood that
the “top” means the leaves. The hadas,
on the other hand does not necessarily
have leaves on the top, and we can
assume that the “top” means the
branch itself.

The sefer Chaim Uvracha mentions
that there is still a hiddur to ensure
that the uppermost leaves are not
chopped off.

It is also worthwhile to point out that if
there are other small branches coming
out of the hadas, there is no issue of
niktam, since it is not on top (and it is
even better that they be chopped off).

WHAT IS THE
HALACHA IF THE
TOP OF THE HADAS
IS CHOPPED OFF?

Although we discussed different
reasons to allow a hadas which has its
head chopped off, in truth, not all agree
that it is kosher.

There are actually two mishnayos that
discuss this case, where the top of the
hadas is cut off. The earlier Mishna
(32b) states that it will make the hadas

f;izl;11'\/[11{5?:1?(?;]}})32?110?532’lilsleao p with the last “Hei” apart from the other three letters. This was because

this hadas, and the Gemara adds that the four minim are parallel to the four letters gf Hashem’s name, and the
this is the halacha. This is quoted by esrog has to be held together with the other minim, just as the four letters
the Rambam (Lulav 8:5). of Hashem’s name need to be together. Based on this, we can understand
that the requirement of “zeh keili v’anveinhu” can also be a prerequisite in

The R h ..
e Raavad, however, argues and the kashrus of the daled minim.

rules like the first Mishna — which is
a stam mishna, without any name. These shiurim are available on the shul’s website, 18Forshay.com, on MP3

He adds that this is the correct ruling, i the shul, and on Torahanytime.com.
since he had “ruach hakodesh” in his L.
beis midrash for many years, which Wishing you a Wonderful Shabbos,

revealed to him that the hadas is pasul. pABBI NACHUM SCHEINER
The Chasam Sofer explains that the
Raavad is referring to a special help
from Above to understand the Torah
properly, that one merits when he
learns Torah on the right level.

The Shulchan Aruch first quotes the
Rambam’s opinion that it is kosher, but
adds that others do not allow it. The
Rama ends off that one should try to
get another one if possible.

COMMUNITY
KOLLEL NEWS:

I gave a shiur about the rules and
regulations of using a green esrog,
which will be discussed, b’ezras
Hashem, in a future article.

The Night Kollel — learning
hilchos hadasim — heard a shiur
from Rabbi Yitzchok Koslowitz,
Renowned Posek, and Senior Rosh
Chabura, BMG, on Wednesday
night, September 11, at 8:45pm,
and was followed by Maariv 9:45.
His shiur focused on the kashrus
of hadasim. He showed a picture
of the great Rav Moshe Feinstein,
choosing hadasim that some
people would not even look at,
pointing out that if you know what
to look for it is not so hard to get
good daled minim.
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He shared a fascinating

explanation as to why Rashi opines &

that the requirement of “zeh keili FREE SERVICE

v’anveinhu” is something that will

be a prerequisite in the kashrus FREE. TENT
of the daled minim. The Chasam

Sofer says that we find this in (ARGE SELECTION OF NOW AVAIILABLE

regards to the writing of Hashem’s
name in a sefer torah. The Beis

Yosef quotes the fascinating story
mentioned by the Rikanti, of YANOVER * ERETZ YISROEL + MOROCCON » CHAZON ISH + MORE

someone WhO had a guest WhO ALL LEVELS OF LULAVIM + HADASIM + AROVOS
would keep the esrog apart from FOR ALL SHUK INFO PLEASE CALL 34

the other three minim. That night
he had a dream that this guest
was writing the name of Hashem,
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