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 Shabbos Morning  MINYAN STARTING AT 8:00AM  18 FORSHAY RD.   MAIN SHUL ASHKNAZ

SHABBOS MEVORCHIM ROSH CHODESH KISLEV
ROSH CHODESH IS THURSDAY & FRIDAY

MOLAD: WEDNESDAY    NOVEMBER 27, 2019     7:18 (7 CHALAKIM) AM

RABBI YY JACOBSON

SHABBOS

TUESDAYNEW 
LOCATION

8:30AM - CHASSIDUS
AND SERMON BEFORE MUSAF

OPEN FOR MEN AND FOR WOMEN

9:30 - 10:30 AM SHARP 
11 FORSHAY RD  TENT

FOR WOMEN ONLY

INCREDIBLE BOCHURIM 
MINYAN EVERY SHABBOS 
9:AM IN THE 20 TENT

NOV 21  - NOV 27  2019 חַיֵיּ שָׂרָה

עולם חסד יבנה
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Dear kehilla,
RABBI LANKRY

PARASHAT CHAYA 
SARA 5780 

Heads or tails? That is the ques-
tion that we ask when we flip a 
coin in the air, and the one that 
guessed correctly wins. But let’s 
say the coin did not have a head 
or face but only words on both 
sides? 

Berashis Rabba 39:11, “And I will 
make your name great” Hashem 
promised Avraham Avinu that 
a coin will be issued that will 
make his name great and define 
his life’s mission. The Gemara in 
Baba Kama 97b quotes a Beraisa 
that asked the question, what is 
the coin of Avraham Avinu? It 
explains; there was a coin that had 
words written on one side, “Zaken 
V Zekana- old man and old wom-
an”, and on the other side, “Bechor 
v”Betulah-young man and a maid-
en”. Tosfot explains that there were 
no images on the coin because it is 
against Halacha. The Pri Megdim 
states in Eitz Yoseph on Medrash 
that a picture with just a profile or 
one eye is not considered an image 
and would be allowed Halachical-

ly. Therefore, there is a possibility 
that there was an outline image 
of an older man and a lady and 
younger one on the coin.

 Rashi explains the words Zaken 
and Zekana is referring to Avra-
ham and Sara. The young man and 
maiden are referring to Yitzchok 
and Rifka. Some Achronim ask 
that how can Rivka be on the 
coin with Sara since Sara passed 
away before Rivka was born. This 
makes Rashi explanation difficult 
to understand. Furthermore, if the 
intent is to personify Avraham and 
why not just write Avraham and 
Sara on one side and Yitzchok and 
Rifka on the other? Why use the 
expression of old and young?

When Avraham bought the 
land from Ephron he paid four 
hundred shekel of silver coins that 
were of a special mint, and accept-
ed universally (Over Lasocher). It 
was the most popular coin in the 
day. According to research, the 
first coins were one sided push out 
printed with the head of a lion. It 
was made 2,700 years ago from 
electrum, a natural occurring 
alloy of gold and silver from the 
city of Lydia. Avraham lived 3,800 

years ago and his coin was made 
of pure silver and was stamped 
on both sides.  Avraham Avinu 
was far more advanced than the 
rest of the world!  But even more 
so, Avraham made a coin that 
expressed the miracle of Hashem 
unlike most kings who only want 
to perpetuate their own glory.

The Ben Yehoyada explains that 
the coin indicates that Yitzchak 
and Rivka were equivalent to 
Avraham and Sara in greatness 
even at a younger age. This is chal-
lenging to comprehend. Perhaps, 
such a coin seems to express that 
Yitzchak and Rivka continued the 
same lofty mission of Avraham 
and Sara, to bring recognition of 
Hashem into the world. 

In the world we live today we 
have newspapers, radio, internet, 
television and more in which to 
market and convey messages to 
the masses. In ancient times, the 
coin was not simply a currency 
but also a means to expose and 
identify leaders and their influ-
ences. Most kings would mint a 
coin with their image and year of 
reign. Avraham and Sara wished 
to convey to the world the new 

concept of monotheism and their 
belief in Hashem. This was their 
life’s mission. Avraham and Sara 
were granted a miracle that at 
an old age they returned to their 
youth and had a child. This was 
an opportunity for them to share 
with the world another proof 
of Hashem’s omnipotence and 
benevolence. They stamped a coin 
on both sides, for the first time, 
to illustrate this vital lesson and 
spread this message throughout 
the world.  Therefore, Avraham 
and Sara did not write their own 
names on the coin but rather a 
reference to the miracle they re-
ceived. They were not interested in 
self-glory rather to perpetuate the 
glory of Hashem. 

The coin today is not in existence 
but its lesson lives on. We must 
focus on perpetuating the name 
of Hashem as a priority and not 
our own self aggrandization. This 
was the mission of Avraham and 
Sara, and it should be our mission 
as well.  

  So, what is heads and what is 
tails? Our Avos and Imahos have 
shown us.

Good shabbos

Shabbos zmanim weekday zmanim

Zmanim by our incredible Gabbi 

ephrayim Yurowitz

4:32PM

5:12PM 18 TENT, 5:17PM 

6:13AM

8:00AM

9:00AM

9:15AM

9:15AM

9:45AM

2:00PM

3:30PM

4:10PM

 4:14PM

4:32PM

4:20PM

 4:24PM

1:45PM 

T 3:18 W 3:18 T 3:17S 3:19 M 3:18

T 4:18 W 4:17 T 4:17S 4:19 M 4:18

9T 6:35 W 6:37 T 6:38 F 6:39S 6:34 M 6:35

3:10 3:32

NOVEMBER 24 – NOVEMBER 29
NEITZ IS 6:54 – 6:59
PELAG IS 3:31 – 3:29
SHKIA IS 4:31– 4:29

ZMAN KRIYAS SHEMA
MAGEN AVRAHAM  
8:43 AM  - 8:45 AM

GRA- BAAL HATANYA
9:19 AM- 9:22 AM

 

 

 

  שחרית
  Forshay  20  כותיקין
6:15AM  18 Forshay    
6:30  18 Tent  
6:45  Coming Soon 
7:00  20 Tent 
7:15  18  
7:30   18 Tent  
7:45  20  
8:00  20 Tent 
8:15  18  
8:30  18 Tent 
8:45  20   
9:00   20 Tent 
9:15  18   
9:30  18 Tent  
9:45  20   
10:00  20 Tent 
10:15  18   
10:30  18 Tent  
10:45  20   
11:00  20 Tent 
11:15  18  
11:30  18 Tent 
 

   מנחה
  (between 12:10-12:40) - מנחה גדולה

12:45 
1:00 
1:15    
1:30    
  
  
   
 
 

FOR MORE INFO: www.18forshay.com // Secretary@18forshay.com 
 

 

מעריב מנחה ו  
12 MIN. BEFORE  Tent 18    פלג 
12 MIN. BEFORE LATER 18  פלג Tent Summer only 
12 MIN. BEFORE  Tent 18  שקיעה
AT 20   שקיעה Tent 
10 MIN. AFTER     18  שקיעה 
20 MIN. AFTER   Tent 18  שקיעה 
30 MIN. AFTER   Tent 20  שקיעה 
40 MIN. AFTER   18  שקיעה 
50 MIN. AFTER   Tent 18    שקיעה 

  מעריב 
AT  פלג  *   18 Tent 
AT LATER   פלג  *  18 Tent  Summer only 
AT 18   *  שקיעה Tent  
10 MIN. AFTER  Tent 20 * שקיעה 
20 MIN. AFTER  18 * שקיעה 
30 MIN. AFTER  Tent 18 * שקיעה 
40 MIN. AFTER  20  שקיעה Tent 
50 MIN. AFTER  18   שקיעה 
60 MIN. AFTER  Tent 18   שקיעה 
6:15    18  
6:30    18  
6:45    18  
7:00    18  
7:15    18  
7:30    18  
7:45    18  
8:00    18 Tent 
8:15    18 Tent 
8:30    18 Tent 
8:45    18 Tent 
9:00    18 Tent 
9:15    18 Tent 
9:30    18 Tent 
9:45    18  
10:00    18  
10:15    18  
10:30    18  
10:45    18   
11:00     18   
11:15     18  
11:30    18  
11:45    18  
12:00    18  
12:15    18  
12:30    18  
12:45    18   
 
    

Brochos 30 min/Hodu 20 min 
before Neitz 

*Repeat Krias 
Shma 

after nightfall 
 

 Upstairs 

     Main Floor 

1:45  
2:00 
2:15 
2:30 
   

18  
 

  

 בס"ד

2:45 
3:00 
3:15 
3:30 
 

3:45 
4:00 
4:15 
4:30 
 
 
 

 

MARRIV  

SHACHRIS VASIKIN- DAF YOMI SHIUR

MINCHA SHALOSH SEUDOS

PIRCHEI 

MINCHA PLAG

SHKIYA 

SHACHRIS 
SHACHRIS  20 FORSHAY   BAIS CHABAD

SHACHRIS  YOUTH MINYAN 18 

MINCHA

DAF YOMI 

CANDLE LIGHTING

MINCHA  20 FORSHAY

MINCHA  TENT

SHKIYA 

SHACHRIS
BOCHARIM MINYAN SHACHRIS 

MINCHA & MARIV

MINCHA & MARIV

SHACHRIS

30 Dr. Frank Rd.   Entrance on HumbertEREV SHABBOS PLAG MINYAN

12 MINUTES BEFORE PLAG

12 MINUTES BEFORE SHKIA

20 MINUTES BEFORE NEITZ  30 ON YOM TOV

Blueberry hill zmanim

12:30  & 1:30 & 2:30
EARLY MINYAN FRIDAY
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A LESSON FROM THE PRESIDENT 

AND VAYERA - CHAYE SARAH

Last week I was zoche to attend a luncheon event that doesn’t happen very often. 
In fact it might have been the first of its kind in the history of America. Organized 
by our dear kind hearted Baalai Chesed, Lazer and Heather Scheiner, 
the luncheon brought together 400 Torah Jews for the sole purpose of 
expressing one idea to the President: a thank you for all that he has done 
as a shaliach on behalf of the Jewish people. There were, as expected, some 
interesting questions especially whether or not to make a blessing over the Pres-
ident with Hashem’s name (see Piskai Teshuvos that writes the most poskim agree that one 
can and hence should do so). 
However this really is a side issue and can easily take away from the main focus of what 
the lunch was all about. In truth, there is much to speak about when one says thank you to 
the President or anyone that has done something beneficial e.g. a doctor who performed a 
successful operation. True Hashkafa, based on Chovos Halevavos Shaar Habitchon, tells us 
that the doctor or the President or anyone else is really just a puppet, a messenger chosen by 
Hashem to bring about a good deed and therefore really what we’re doing is thanking Hash-
em. Proper middos, however, requires that we express our thanks through the messenger 
and in fact not doing so can have negative effects on our personality.

I would like to focus more on the lessons that we can take away from the luncheon and spe-
cifically the President who may not be a world Chasid but nevertheless taught us some very 
valuable lessons and if our sages teach that we must learn from every person there is plenty 
to learn from this man-- even his negative traits can inspire us.

We will also connect it to last and this weeks’ parshiot. Let’s begin with last week. Avraham 
was tested big time with the Akeda yet the other tests such as those in Parshas Lech Lecha or 
in this week’s parsha with the purchasing of Mearas Hamachpela are also part of the ten tests 
Avraham had to face. In fact, in the Midrash in Lech Lecha Chazal points out that we’re not 
sure which was a bigger test--Lech Lecha or the Akeda. This seems very strange. How can we 
compare being told to take one’s son and sacrifice him with anything else? Compare that to 
purchasing burial spots or leaving one’s home to go to a foreign land…. 

There is a very powerful lesson here--one serious test compared to the “every day stuff” that 
we’re challenged with. People get inspired from great trials or confrontations but to keep the 
momentum, to keep the eye on the goal, to keep getting up every day even when things look 
bleak and irrelevant-- this is a whole different Avoda. And we can add to the list of Avra-
ham’s challenges the fact that the burial of Sarah took place when he was much older and 
one might allow him to turn to Hashem and say, “Haven’t I done enough? Have I not proved 
my loyalty to you Hashem that now I need to deal with this guy Efron especially at a time of 
mourning?” 

This was the greatness of Avraham. It says in the beginning of the Parsha בא בימים and the 
midrash quotes the Pasuk יודע השם ימי תמימים implying that Avraham and Sarah looked at each 
day as a new day, as a world in itself and they tried to figure out how successfully pass the 
test of each new day.

Here we have a President who has plenty of enemies as he pointed out himself. Even most 
Jews oppose him and don’t vote for him despite the fact that he goes out of his way to help 
them.

He decided one day to move the embassy to Jerusalem. He continues to experience the back 
lash for this move but that doesn’t stop him from getting up in the morning and blatantly 
telling his staff that if any king or leader from other countries should call to protest the 
embassy move, they should be told that the President is busy but he will call them back. 
And he did return their call-- after the embassy had already been moved and he shamelessly 
pretended to sound regretful that he didn’t get their “messages” in time but unfortunately 
now it’s too late. I think when we heard the President relate this in a joking manner we had 
to remind ourselves that behind the joke there was a serious man who isn’t afraid to do what 
he thinks is right regardless of the scoffers of the world.  This is exactly what the Tur teaches 
us based on the Mishna in Pirka Avos: be bold like a leopard and do not pay attention to the 
ridiculers of the world when you are doing the will of Hashem.

Avraham, when performing the mitzva of circumcision, was faced with a dilemma: should 
he do this publicly or not? It is interesting that it was a man by the name of Mamre (whose 
name means going against – rebelling) that encouraged Avraham to do what he believed was 
right regardless of the scorners.

There is much more to learn but for now I hope this is helpful and inspiring: We must 
always stand up and do what’s right.
May we merit to do the will of Hashem
Good Shabbas 

The Protection of Women  
 

 We learn that after Sarah's death Avraham Avinu 
took another woman. This is found in 25:6 (פילגשים) 
where Rashi says (פלגש אחת) that it is actually one 
Pilegesh. If you look in our Chumash you will 
see Pilagshim in our Sefer Torah is written Malei 

even though Rashi says that it should be Chaseir. That is a question for 
a different week. So he went and took a woman named Keturah and he 
had children from her. As the Posuk tells us (ולבני הפילגשים אשר לאברהם נתן 
 He sends them far away .(אברהם מתנת וישלחם מעל יצחק בנו חי קדמה אל ארץ קדם
to the Far East as we understand, and these are the children of Avraham 
who went to the Far East and the Far Eastern cultures come from them. 
The Gemara says in Maseches Sanhedrin 91a (4 lines from the bottom) 

 that the Matanos (מאי מתנות אמר ר' ירמיה בר אבא מלמד שמסר להם שם טומאה)
he gave were the Sheim Hatumah. The powers that exist in the world 

that come from a negative place. The Sheim Hatumah. This is 
what it says in the Posuk as explained by the Gemara.

 
There are two difficulties. 1) Why did he send his children away, they 

are his children? When Yishmael misbehaved as Rashi says, Yishmael 
was Over on Avodah Zorah and Gilui Arayos, Avraham was reluctant to 
send him away. Sarah compelled him to. Why here did he send these Bnei 
Ketura to a distant land? 2) Why did he give them the Sheimos Hatumah, 
it is a Davar Pele.
 
The Pachad Yitzchok in Mamarei Pesach Maimar 83 (Pei Gimmel) says 
that from here we have a connection to a Yesod of the Vilna Gaon, of the 
GRA. The GRA talks about the idea of Brisi, Es Brisi Avraham, Es Brisi 
Yitzchok, V'es Brisi Yaakov. HKB"H talks about the Bris of the Avos. The 
GRA says that the Bris of the Avos is well-known Chesed, Gevurah, and 
Tiferes. There is also a Bris of the Imahos. There is also something we 
have from our Imahos, Sarah, Rivka, Rachel, and Leah. Es Avraham, Es 
Yitzchok you don't say Bris Avraham you say Es Bris Avraham. The Es is 
Marbeh the women, the wives. As is the Derech of Nashim Tzidkonios to 
behave Kevuda Bas Melech P'nima with ultimate Tzniyus. So too, is the 
Bris hidden here in the word Es.
 
What is the Bris of the Imahos, what is the Cheilek of the Imahos? To 
be a Chomeh, to be a protection. We know that there is a custom that 
the Kallah walks around the Chosson under the Chuppah seven times. 
That is based on an idea from Shir Hashirim that the wife, the Kallah 
is K'chomeh, like a wall surrounding or protecting the home that the 
Chosson and Kallah build together. It is a Chomeh. The Chomeh is to 
protect from spiritual dangers. The father gives the white, the mother 
gives the red in the language of the Gemara. The father gives the intellect, 
teaches the children how to learn and how to keep Mitzvos.  The mother 
gives the red, the blood, the warmth, the heart. That is the Chomeh to be 
protected.
 
We see this in the Imahos. The Bris Imahos of Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, 
and Leah. Sarah said protect Yitzchok from outside influences. As it 
says in 21:10 (גָּרֵשׁ הָאָמָה הַזֹּאת). Get rid of Yishmael, send him away. Rivka 
too, disagreed with Yitzchok and felt that Eisav's influence was negative 
and should not be included in Klal Yisrael. Even Rachel and Leah both 
of whom had only good children, they were the ones who understood 
on their own as it says in 31:15 ( ֹהֲלוֹא נָכְרִיּוֹת נֶחְשַׁבְנוּ לו) that they should 
leave Lavan's home. Yaakov only understood it when HKB"H told him 
B'nevuah, they understood instinctively. The Bris Imahos is to be the 
Chomeh in the home. Avraham lost his wife, he lost Sarah. He under-
stood that the Chomeh was missing, and therefore, he sent away the Bnei 
HaPilagshim.
 
Why did he give them Kochos Hatumah? Yishmael and Eisav were sent 
away but they still aspire to be Klal Yisrael. Eisav, the catholic religion of 
today, is a people busy saying that we are the chosen people, we are Klal 
Yisrael. G-d has traded the Jewish people for us. Yishmael too, built their 
entire religion on the basis of that which was given over by the Jewish 
people for thousands of years until their Navi Sheker came and said we 
are the ones who descend from the bible.
 
Avraham would have none of that. He said you go with the Kochos Ha-
tumah, do what you need to do with it. Use it for good use it for bad, you 
are not Klal Yisrael. And so, we learn here about the idea of Bris Imahos, 
when the mother wasn't in the home the father had to take drastic steps 
to protect Klal Yisrael from the influence of others.
 
Today, we live in a time when the dangers of the outside world are in-
credible. There is no Chomeh, there is no wall, there is no protection. We 
need to turn to the Imahos, the women of Klal Yisrael for the major part, 
the women are the ones who would have less access of internet, of outside 
influences in a person's home. If you are fortunate to have a wife, let her 
be the Chomeh. Listen to her when she suggests that the house be better 
protected, that the house be a Seviva that is better, that is more. 

RABBI REISMAN

PRINTED BY

rabbi coren
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Well Therapy
Why Did Our Great Men Encounter 

Their Wives by Wells?

SELF-CENTERED
A young woman was being interviewed 
and said, "I am giving up dating." The 
interviewer asked what caused her to take 
such a drastic measure. She replied: "The 
last man I met talked only of himself for 
two solid hours. And then he looked at me 
and said, 'Enough of me talking about me; 
tell me what you think of me.'"

THREE MATCHES
The Midrash relates that three of the great-
est men of the Jewish faith encountered 
their future wives at wells of water. Their 
names were Isaac, Jacob and Moses.
This week's Torah portion (Vayeitzei) tells 
the detailed story of how Jacob, the third 
of the Jewish patriarchs, found his young 
bride, Rachel, at a well located at the out-
skirts of Charan, a city in Mesopotamia.
The same occurred with regard to Isaac 
and Moses. Both of them encountered 
their future wives in the proximity of wells.
Now, we could understand the site of a 
stream or a river as being uniquely condu-
cive for romance. Water generally evokes 
delightful emotions in human hearts and it 
represents the quality of bonding, since it 
serves to join distinctly different objects to 
each other. But what was it about under-
ground and small wells that were not even 
exposed—a big rock covered them most of 
the time—that brought about the union of 
our original fathers and mothers? And why 
was it these three men in particular—Isaac, 
Jacob and Moses—who decided to cast 
their lots with a well?

THE PATH TO MARRIAGE
Like all of the stories in the Torah, this one, 
too, contains psychological and spiritu-
al symbolism, allowing it to become a 
timeless tale that may assist us in our own 
efforts to find a spouse and maintain a 
meaningful relationship with that person.
A well, unlike other pools of water, con-
tains opposite components.
On one hand, the well is of no value 
without human effort and toil. Unlike the 
readily exposed rain or ocean water, we 
must dig hard, and sometimes deep, to 
uncover the spring of water hidden below 
the crust of the earth. 
On the other hand, we human beings do 
not create, generate or even enhance the 
flow of water of the well; our efforts mere-
ly expose that which already exists fully, 
prior to our labor.
This is the Torah approach to marriage 
as well. We do not create our personal 
wellspring of love. Through our efforts 
we merely expose a relationship that has 
already been welded by G-d prior to our 
birth, in the words of the Zohar, "A wife 
and her husband are two halves of the 

rabbi YY Jacobson

same soul." Each of our matches, just like a 
well, is made in heaven. The connection is 
there beforehand; the flow of water-energy 
from your soul to your future spouse’s soul 
is already in existence. It may however be 
completely concealed and the human job is 
to search, dig and expose that inner source 
of water.
We must search and “dig” for our spouse; but 
when we do find him/her, we ought to know 
that we have discovered a relationship that 
was in existence even before we met.  

WHEN CONFLICT EMERGES
And just as we cannot create a well, we can 
neither destroy it. We can stuff it, obstruct it 
or divert its flow, but we cannot annihilate 
it. The three spiritual giants who became 
engaged at wells also taught us this message 
about relationships. When you experience a 
conflict with your spouse or you simply be-
come aware of strong differences that drive 
you worlds apart, do not conclude that the 
relationship is dead.
A married couple must remember that, in 
most cases, their connection is essential and 
innate. the split between them is an aberra-
tion of their true condition, because it is G-d 
who created the connection between wife 
and husband, designing them as "two halves 
of one soul."
The bond between a wife and husband, in 
other words, is an inherent condition, not an 
acquired one. It is sown into the very fabric 
of both of their souls. Your relationship is not 
subject to destruction.
Yet this preexisting oneness between each 
husband and wife may lay buried beneath 
lots of sand and gravel, and each of us needs 
to be committed to take a shovel in our hands 
and bring to the surface the inner wellspring 
of love that bond us to our partner in life.
Our fathers encountered their wives by wells 
to teach us the most effective therapy of all 
when conflict might emerge—“well therapy:” 
the unwavering conviction that the relation-
ship is etched into our very souls. Our labor 
is only to expose and enhance a preexisting 
bond and oneness.
[Sadly, there are exceptions to this rule. In 
some cases the marriage cannot be salvaged 
because the well has either dried out or it 
was never there to begin with. From a Torah 
point of view, unlike the present secular 
perspective, these are rare instances, and do 
not constitute the norm.]

HARD WORK
The marriages of Isaac, Jacob and Moses 
came about particularly through much sweat 
and toil. Jacob, as this week's portion tells 
the story, labored 14 years for Rachel; Isaac 
needed to send his father's servant to anoth-
er country, Mesopotamia, loaded with a ton 
of wealth to search for a bride. Even after the 
servant found Rebecca, he needed to work 
hard to persuade her family to let her go. 
Finally, Moses battled with the shepherds of 
Midian for the sake of his bride, Tzeporah.
Since they labored so hard to find their 
spouse, I might have thought, that they 
believed their marriage to be a consequence 
of their tremendous efforts alone?
Thus the Torah informs us that precisely 
these three men found their women at wells 
of water. This symbolized their own attitude 
towards finding a spouse: The relationship, 
just like a well, is a preexisting reality. But 
since it is hidden beneath the surface of the 
earth, each person is called upon to do his 
or her part in digging, in order to expose and 
maintain the inherent relationship between 
the husband and the wife. 

Rav Moredechai Schwab
When Rav Shimon Schwab zt”l, leader of the 

Jewish community in Germany and later in Ameri-
ca, visited the Chofetz Chaim, he brought along his 
younger brother, Rav Mordechai. After waiting some 
time for the Chofetz Chaim who was learning, he fi-
nally came out. “Who were you learning with?” asked 
Rav Mordechai intriguingly. The Chofetz Chaim was 
offset by the question. There had been no one learn-
ing with the Chofetz Chaim, or so it seemed. “I saw 
an old man with a long white beard,” exclaimed Rav 
Mordechai. The Chofetz Chaim looked at Rav Shi-
mon. “Watch your younger brother,” he said. “He is a 
little young to be seeing Eliyahu HaNavi…” Suffice it 

to say, Rav Mordechai Schwab was a special, holy person.

Years later, Rav Mordechai Schwab was elderly and had 
become a recognized and reputable Torah giant. One day, 
he received a phone call from a young man with a request. 
“Would I be to speak to the Rav? It is an important matter…” 
Rav Schwab inquired as to when would be a good time for 
him to meet.

“Monday would be fine for me,” replied the man. Rav 
Schwab agreed to such an arrangement, though asked if he 
could come before seven in the evening. The man confirmed 
that he could come at six, to which Rav Schwab reiterated 
that they must be finished by 7 p.m. sharp.

Shortly thereafter, the young man mentioned to someone 
else that he had scheduled a meeting with Rav Schwab. But 
the other fellow persuasively discouraged him from going 
through with it as it would likely disturb Rav Schwab, who 
was already advanced in years. Perhaps he could seek advice 
from some other respectable Rav and avoid burdening his 
issues on Rav Schwab at this time. The young man agreed, 
and went on to cancel the appointment.

The following morning, the announcement was made that 
Rav Schwab had passed away the night before – at 7 p.m.

How Rav Schwab knew that he had only until 7 o’clock to 
meet with this fellow goes beyond us. Somehow, he knew 
how much time he had left in this world. Yet what remark-
ably stands out is not that fact.

It is the fact that he was willing to spend his last hour in 
this world helping someone else in need. Rav Schwab knew 
that as long as he had life, he can something left to give and 
something else he could do. Time was not over. It was not 
too late. And what he was ready to do with those remaining 
precious minutes was express his love, care and compassion 
for a fellow Jew. That was Rav Schwab’s true character. And 
his last hour of his life said it all. Adapted from an article by 
Rabbi Dovid Orlofsky
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Rav Aaron Kotler
One of the students at Beth Medrash Govoha in Lakewood 

had the special privilege of serving the Rosh Yeshiuah his 
daily cup of coffee during the days he spent in Lakewood, 
generally twice per week. One day, after placing the coffee 
on his rebbe’s desk, the student passed the office and noticed 
that the cup was untouched. He slipped in, removed the cold 
cup of coffee and returned with a piping hot replacement, 
assuming that the Rosh Yeshiuah, Harav Aaron Kotler, had 
simply forgotten his coffee because he was so engrossed in 
his studies. Several minutes later, he passed by the office, 
noticing that again the coffee remained untouched. At this 
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OLAM CHESED YIBONEH
THE BUILDING BLOCKS 

OF OUR WORLD

Every once in a while we need to step 
back and re-examine our priorities. We 
need to reset, get back on track...think 
about what Hashem really wants from us. 
It is a powerful message we all received 
3500 years ago - the Torah is our man-
date- our guide for life, but it’s more, much 
more than that. The Torah’s lessons pulse 
through our veins, every word holy, every 
letter a world of knowledge.

The Torah bonds us with our Creator. We 
must reflect His attributes. Just as Hashem 
is merciful and caring towards His cre-
ations, we must be just as caring to those 
around us.

If we are to truly absorb the essence of the 
Torah, we must make Chesed not only a 
priority for us, but our guiding light..

When Avrohom Avinu, the progenitor of 
Chesed in the world was looking for a wife 
for his only son, the marching orders he 
gave the Shadchan, Eliezer, was to look for 
a kind and giving wife for Yitzchok. Only 
through such a fore bearer would the DNA 
of the Jewish nation be formed. 

The Chofetz Chaim wonders, why does 
the Torah repeat the long story of Eliezer 
and the search for a wife for Yitzchok, 
three times- while so many Halachos are 
only hinted at in the Torah, by the exclu-
sion or inclusion of one little letter? What 
is the message here?
Our saintly sage tells us that Issur or 

Heter; being allowed to do something 
or not - may be learned through a hint. 
It’s message is heard clearly. The word of 
Hashem cuts through to our essence and 
resonates within our soul. But appreciat-
ing the importance of good middos and 
developing a heart that cares - these lessons 
need to be constantly repeated, like a 
medicine that must be taken multiple times 
until it cures.
The message is clear. Chesed must be 

absorbed internally if it is to truly change 
who we are. 
That is why chesed always starts at home, 

through our daily interaction with our 
spouse and children. Home is where we 
perfect our chesed by repeatedly perform-
ing acts of loving kindness with those who 
are nearest and dearest to us. It’s a daily 
test, a daily exercise- and if you don’t get 
it right, don’t be so forlorn, there’s always 
tomorrow. 

One must constantly ask himself, ”Did 
I act well at home today? When I had the 
chance to, did I smile and listen to my chil-
dren? DId I listen, non- judgmentally and 
try to really feel what they are saying, what 
is bothering them - rather than trying to 
“fix it” for them? Did I hug them enough, 
and maybe take the time to play a game 
with them (with my phone turned off)? 
Did I show appreciation to my spouse for 
all they are doing for me?” If not, don’t de-
spair... there’s a new opportunity for praise 
every day, every minute - jump right in! 

These questions pose a most important 
test, but the right answers bring us giant 
rewards; a healthy and loving atmosphere 
in our homes! 
 
Good Shabbos!

 
פרשת חיי שרה

 מעשה אבות סימן לבנים
 

השאלה שכל אחד שואל מעצמו, איך שייך 
הוא  מה  אלו  מפרשיות  לדלות  אחד  לכל 

הסימנים לבנים ?
 

והנה בגמ׳ שבת דף קה ע״א דנה הגמ׳ מנין ללשון נוטריקון מן 
התורה וכו׳ ר׳ יוחנן דידיה אמר ״אנכי״ נוטריקון ״אנא נפשי כתיבת 
בתורה  כתוב  בעצמי  שאני  רש״י,  ע״פ  ובפשטות  יהבית״,ע״כ. 

שנתתי לכלל ישראל, וזהו הרצון שלו יתברך.
והנה האדם ע״י קיום מצות הויה בעצם דבוק בבורא עולם שהוא 
ודיבורו חד. ובפרט בעוסק בה, כמו שכתוב בזוהר אחרי מות קלג 
בו  דבוק  בתורה  הדבוק  וע״כ  חד,  וקוב״ה  ואוריתא  ישראל  ע״ב, 

יתברך וברצונו.
 

הפתיחה  בסוף  זיע״א  חיים  החפץ  שכתב  מצינו  זה  ענין  וכעין 
וז״ל: ״ואבקש לידידי הקורא שזאת הפתיחה יקרא ויחזר ויקרא, 
כן היא ודאי מועילה לעננן זה להבא יותר מהכל, כי היא מלקטת 
מאת הראשונים אשר דבריהם קדושים וטהורים בוערות כמראה 
הלפידים, ובודאי שמרו את עצמן ממדה גרועה זו עד תכליתה, 

על כן דבריהן פועלים מאוד בלב קוראיהן״ ע״כ.
 

והנה מדבריו מבואר דבר נפלא שכעין מה שמצינו בתורה עצמה 
שאנא נפשי כתיבת יהבית, כן המלמד תורה שעצם המדרגה של 
הרב המלמד משתקפת ונמסרת בדברי תורתו, ומתקבלת על ידי 
ולא רק בשמיעה אלא אף בכתיבה  התלמיד השוקד על דבריו, 
והדפוס. וזהו דבר חידוש אבל כתוב כן להדיא בדברי החפץ חיים 
זיע״א, שעצם קריאת לשונות הראשונים משפיעה להשיג כל אחד 
לפי הכלי קיבול שפעת והשקפת אותו מלמד תורה, אותו אחד 

מן הראשונים.
 

ידוע בשם בעל האבי עזרי שאמר שקריאת תשובת רע״א סגולה 
לגשמעק  סגולה  החושן  קצות  בספר  לימוד  וכן  שמים,  ליראת 
והיינו כנ״ל שעצם מציאותם נכללים בכתיבתם, ובפרט  בלימוד. 
לפי מש״כ מהרש״א בבא בתרא י ע״ב שזהו עיקר התורה על ידי 
יעקב,  הקהלות  מבעל  נאמר  כתיבה  של  כוחה  כן  וכמו  כתיבה. 
לפעול  הוצאה  שזהו  פעמים.  ד׳  חזרה  כמו  היא  אחת  שכתיבה 
המשנה  על  האברבנל  כתב  וכן  ברור.  היותר  באופן  ממחשבתו 

״וקנה לך חבר״ שזהו קאי אכתיבה שזהו קנה לכתוב חידושיו.
 

אולם כנים הדברים, ושמעתי שהיה בעל האבי עזרי לומד חומש 
בראשית, ומתבונן במעשה אבות להפליא ממש, כן יש לנו ללמוד 
מעצם הפסוקים ולהתבונן באותיות התורה ובדרכיה, ובכך יראו 
לנו  שיהיה  בכדי  אבות  במעשה  ונתבונן  התורה  נפלאות  עינינו 

לסימן בדרך אשר נלך בו.
 

ולא באתי אלא להעיר 
דוד יהודה פיירסטון 
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point, the student realized that it was not 
merely a matter of concentration; there must 
have been a distinct reason.

With proper apologies he approached 
his rebbe for an explanation. “I’ll share my 
thoughts with you,” Rav Aaron remarked. 
“A certain family with whom I’m friendly is 
taking an interest in a former student of the 
yeshivah regarding a marriage prospect. lt is 
very likely that they will call me to inquire 
about him. “Praising him with attributes he 
does not possess is a Torah prohibition on 
two counts, miduar sheker Lirchak — ‘dis-

tance yourself from words of falsehood’ — as 
well as lo saamod al dam reiacho— ‘do not 
be oblivious to the spilling of another per-
son’s blood,’ for if unknown negative traits 
ultimately lead to discord or divorce, it is 
directly attributable to the fact that honest 
information was withheld. On the other 
hand, l don’t feel comfortable divulging my 
true feelings, since there is always the possi-
bility that, once married, the couple will be 
happy with one another. My remarks might 
very well cause the needless disintegration 
of a shidduch. “it is indeed an awesome 

responsibility that l’m facing. For this reason 
l have designated this day as a day of fasting 
and prayer to Hashem that He grant me a 
kindness and spare me from this call.” This 
anecdote was related to the late Rosh Yeshi-
uah of Manchester,

 Harav Yehuda Zev Segal, while he was vis-
iting the United States. He was so inspired by 
Rav Aaron’s meticulousness in guarding each 
word he uttered, that he remarked: “Had l 
come to America just to hear this beautiful 
story, it would have sufficed.”    (Noble Lives 
Noble Deeds 1)  (lashon hara)
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PAYING A SHADCHAN
In Bereishis (24:3) the posuk tells us that Avraham asked 
Eliezer to go find a wife for Yitzchok. We know that since 

Eliezer was a slave and was not paid for his efforts. The com-
mon practice is that shadchan in today’s day and age is paid 
for consummating a shiduch. 

The makor for paying a shadchan is found in Bava Metziya 
(87b) where the gemara says that a person has to pay an agent 
when he brokers a deal. The gemara says if the measuring 
cup breaks in the process, the agent loses the money and he 

is stuck with the bill for these goods. Rashi explains the reason for the agent being 
left with the bill is because it is as if the agent buys it from person A and sells it to 
person B. As long as the deal is not completed, the item in question is in the hands of 
the agent and he therefore takes the loss. Tosfos argues with this position and brings 
down in the name of the Rivam that the agent will only be responsible if the agent 
was negligent in the process of measuring. He would otherwise not be responsible. 
We see two opinions in the halacha of brokering/being an agent. Rashi and Rambam 
are of opinion that the agent is the one buying from the seller and subsequently sell-
ing it to the buyer, hence he gets paid. Tosfos and the Rosh are of the opinion that the 
agent does not actually sell or buy the product, but rather gets paid for the service of 
getting the buyer and seller together for the deal.

The rishonim that compare a shadchan to an agent would only be according to Tosfos 
and the Rosh since the shadchan is doing a service of brokering the shidduch. In 
contrast, according to Rashi and Rambam, since there is no actual sale, one cannot 
compare a shadchan to an agent.

The Gra (87) brings down the shita of the Maharam that shadchanus is comparable 
to a person who goes into his friend’s field and plants there without being asked. The 
owner of the field is responsible to pay what the going rate is to have his field planted 
and he is considered an agent. We see two reasons for the position of this Gra. First, 
that he is considered a “yored lesoch sadeh chaveiro” (a person planting someone 
else’s field without permission). In addition, he is compared to an agent brokering a 
deal. We could explain that the two reasons are dependent upon whether the shad-
chan went and made the shidduch without being asked by the parents. The shadchan 

then would be compared to going into someone’s field without permission. However, 
in the case where the shadchan was asked by the parents to make a shidduch, then the 
shadchan would be considered an agent.

The difference between being paid as an agent and being paid as a yored lesoch sadeh 
chaveiro would be if there would be a problem of “Bal talin” (which is withholding 
wages from a person). If the shadchan is considered an agent, then he or she is work-
ing under the employment of the parents and the parents would have to pay on time, 
whether it is at the vort or by the time of wedding. If the shadchan is considered a 
yored in someone else’s field, then the parents would not have a chiyuv to pay on time 
since the halacha is that the person whose field was planted without his permission 
needs to pay, but does not need to pay on time since the person who did the work is 
not considered an employee. In either case, there is no question that the shadchan has 
to be paid for carrying out a shidduch. 

May we all be zocheh to marry off all our children and grandchildren!

RABBI BERACH 
STEINFELD

J O K E S
THE SPEED OF LIGHT
My brain travels at the speed of light...
One second it’s here and the next it’s 186,000 miles away.

“I painted half of my face like a clown today and went for a drive. I'm 
not sure everyone saw the funny side.”

HOW YOU EARNED IT
A young man asked an old rich man how he made his money.
The old guy fingered his worsted wool vest and said, "Well, son, it was 1932. 

The depth of the Great Depression. I was down to my last nickel."
"I invested that nickel in an apple. I spent the entire day polishing the apple 

and, at the end of the day, I sold the apple for ten cents."
"The next morning, I invested those ten cents in two apples. I spent the entire 

day polishing them and sold them at 5:00 pm for 20 cents. I continued this system 
for a month, by the end of which I'd accumulated a fortune of $1.37."

"Then my wife's father died and left us twenty million dollars."

UNION BEDTIME STORY
A Union President was sitting at his son's bedside getting ready to 

read him a bedtime story.
He starts out, "Once upon a time and a half..."

THE LAWYER WAS CROSS-EXAMINING
The lawyer was cross-examining a witness.
“Isn’t it true, “he bellowed, “that you were given $9500.00 to throw this case?”
The witness did not answer. Instead, he just stared out the window as though 

he hadn’t heard the question. The attorney repeated himself, again getting the 
same reaction - no response.

Finally, the judge spoke to the witness, “Please answer the question.”

“Oh,” said the startled witness, “I thought he was talking to you.

WE'RE HAVING THE SAME THING...
We're having the same thing this year for Chanukah as last year: relatives.

A WEEK OFF
“Boss can I have a week off around Chanukah?”

“It’s May...”

“Sorry. May I have a week off around Chanukah?”

THE WEAPEN OF POSITIVITY

Rebbe’s answer to a Shluchim couple that faced a serious 
challenge.

Time and again in your holy work -- as Shluchim, -- you have 
imagined that the situation that you find yourselves in, is the 
end of the world, but then you saw how the situation flipped over and became 
visible and revealed good… You must – in all cases – follow the command of 
the Tzemach Tzedek to “Think optimistically and things will turn out well”

====Positivity Bias by Mendel Kolmenson P161.  

The weapon of choice the Rebbe would use against the other side as in Sitra 
Achara, was positivity.  He would instill a positive attitude in the person that 
presented the problem and then, proceed to solve the problem.
==== International Kinus Hashluchim: Wed. Nov. 20 to Mon. 25, 2019 \ Cheshvan 22- 27, 5780.

UFARATZTAH

Join the New Bais Medrash in Monsey
Dedicated to those pursuing a degree or 

working part time

HALACHA... GEMARA... HASHKAFA 

for more information

call: 845.642.4696 
email: rsbberger@gmail.com

בני ˙ור‰
בי˙ מ„ר˘

BEN TORAH FOR LIFE

Over 25 years of experience in Chinuch

Rabbi Simcha Bunim Berger
Rosh Yeshiva

Under the Direction of
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Shiurim Open tO the public

Daily ScheDule:

Sunday-Thursday Morning Seder:  
9:45 am Hilchos Shabbos
10:05 am Gemara Bava Kama
12:05 pm Derech Hashem 
12:30 pm Mincha

Sunday-Wednesday Night Seder: 
8:00 pm Maharal
8:30 pm Gemara Bkious
9:30 pm Halacha
9:45 pm Maariv

Thursday Night Seder:
8:15 pm Zera Shimshon

Friday Morning Seder:
10:15 am Chumash

20 Forshay Rd. Monsey NY 10952 
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The Best Donors Of Hospital Beds 
In a city in Lithuania a gathering was held 
by the Chofetz Chaim to help raise funds to 
establish a Jewish hospital. Many wealthy  
people came & donated money. One person 
donated a bed, another one 3 beds, a third 
one promised beds. Hospital beds were very 
expensive & the the Chofetz Chaim showed 
honor to the donors, giving them a good 
feeling about the great chessed (kind deed) 
they were doing. 
All of a sudden, some yeshivah students 
came in, & the Chofetz Chaim greeted them 
very warmly. This bothered some of the 
rich people. “How can it be that we are giv-
ing a lot of money & these students aren’t 
donating anything, yet the Chofetz Chaim is 

honoring them more than us?” they asked. 
One of the wealthy men dared to ask the 
Chofetz Chaim, “How many beds are they 
donating?” The Chofetz Chaim answered 
him, “What are you talking about? Each one 
of them is donating 50 beds.” “How is that 
possible?” the rich man wondered out loud. 
“50 beds cost a fortune. With all our money, 
we are hardly donating 20 beds in all.” The 
Chofetz Chaim answered, “Each of them is 
donating 50 beds that won’t be needed, be-
cause each of them, with his learning, is 
preventing people from becoming sick. The 
Torah protects people from illness & suffer-
ing.”Eitz Hachayim.   
 
Rav Chaim Palagi & Shalosh Seudos 
A businessman once came to Rav Chaim 
Palagi, zt”l, and complained that although 
his store was busy from Sunday through to 
Wednesday, however, on Thursday and Fri-
day, everything seemed to stop and he 
hardly had any business. This kept repeat-
ing itself for a few weeks, and it seemed 
very strange to him, and he wanted to know 
if Rav Chaim had any idea why this might 
be happening to him.  
Rav Chaim explained that this was appar-

ently occur-
ring because 
the man was-
n’t being care-
ful about eat-
ing Shalosh 
Seudos (the 
Third Meal) 
on Shabbos. 
The man just 
looked at Rav 
Chaim and 
asked, “How 
does the Rav 
know this?” 
Rav Chaim 
explained to 
him that the 

Gemara teaches us that one is required to eat three meals in honor of the 
Shabbos, and the Gemara Yerushalmi teaches (Brachos 14:4) that if one is 
not careful with one of the meals of Shabbos, the Brachah of Shabbos will 
leave him for two days. Rav Chaim said, “Since you are careful with the first 
two meals of Shabbos, you are busy with your work for four days. Shalosh 
Seudos provides Brachah to Thursday and Friday, and since you are not care-
ful with this meal, you have no business on these two days! 
Lashan Hara is a Biblical Violation 
 Rav Yosef Tendler would teach the following story. In a certain city, allega-
tions were made that the shochet did not check an animal’s lungs properly. A 
dispute resulted, with lashon hara being said by both sides. Rabbi Chaim Vo-
lozhin pointed out that checking the lungs is a rabbinical obligation, whereas 
the prohibitions of lashon hara and dispute are Biblical. Those who wanted 
the ruling of the rabbis to be kept properly were lax about the Biblical prohi-
bition. I Am Your Servant, By Rabbi Akiva Tendler, Published By Artscroll 
Mesorah  page 218 (lashon hara, terifa) 
 
The Problem with Hearing Aids 
Even though the Steipler’s hearing was impaired, for several reasons he re-
fused to use a hearing aid. “Why is it important to hear well?” he would ask. 
“No one will go to the trouble of shouting lashon hara into my ears. The 
things that are necessary I somehow manage to hear. So what do I need it 
for?” The Steipler, By Rabbi Moshe Sofer, Published by CIS page 141 (lashon 
hara) 

Shorts Stories—Big Lessons
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“Do you know if anyone in his family 
is taking medications and what those 
medications are for?”

“Can you give me the name of a friend 
of her father and a different friend of 
her mother I can speak to about her?”

“What are the circumstances that led to 
his parents’ divorce?”

“Is anyone in her family currently 
receiving counseling or therapy and for 
what?”

“Does the father come to Shul during 
the week or only on Shabbos?”

 By far, one of the most uncomfortable 
aspects of being a Shul Rav is fielding 
shidduch inquiries regarding members of our community 
of all ages by prospective mates or their parents.  Above 
are just a few of the actual questions I have received in the 
last few months alone. Comprehensive investigations are 
not only taking place in the more “right wing” orthodox 
communities, but are becoming increasingly customary in 
modern orthodox circles as well.

As a parent who wants to protect and guard my children 
as much as anyone, I can only imagine the desire that will 
swell up in me when my children are dating, please  G-d, 
to do forensic detective work and uncover absolutely 
everything about whomever might win the heart of my 
child and contribute to the spiritual and physical genetics 
of my future grandchildren.

And yet it seems to me that the increasing level of inves-
tigation, and some of the latest practices surrounding 
shidduch dating, are not only failing to yield greater effec-
tiveness or the desired results, but they are compounding 
some of the existing challenges in the system and are 
contributing to an inappropriate tone to dating.

There is little disagreement that the modern shidduch 
system is flawed and in some ways broken.  There is an 
inherent imbalance in the numbers and in the current 
system, that imbalance favors men and gives them the 
upper hand and the opportunity to be highly selective.  
While the process of shidduch dating is often filled with 
disappointment, loneliness, and frustration for both 
genders, the demographics make it especially difficult and 
sometimes acutely painful for young women in particular.

There is no clear way around the demographics and there-
fore no quick fix for the system.  But at the same time, we 
need not compound the problems in the system by asking 
our eligible men and women to degrade themselves in 
order to be noticed.  While admittedly I am neither single 
nor do I have children currently in the shidduch scene, 
I do have the perspective of a community rabbi who 
fields weekly phone calls inquiries and who hears from 
parents of young people, usually young women, who are 
struggling with a system that is frequently demeaning and 
inequitable and often challenges their self-worth.

I freely admit that I don’t have radical suggestions or 
transformative solutions.  I do, however, feel compelled to 
share a few observations with the hope that we can collec-
tively tweak the terminology we use and the standards we 
practice as we aspire to raise the bar, not lower it, and as 
we try to make the most of a difficult situation.

First things first: It is completely reasonable and un-
derstandable to feel entitled to know basic facts about 
the individual one is being set up with before agreeing 
to go out.  The question, then, is what is reasonable?  I 
was recently having a Yom Tov meal at someone’s home 
when they shared with me the album they curated out of 
memorabilia from their dating and courtship.  It began 
with the scrap of paper upon which the now-husband 
jotted down a few facts he heard from the shadchan about 
the girl he was being set up with, his now-wife.  Suffice it 
to say that while it included her education, hobbies and 
interests, it did not make reference to her medical records 
or her siblings-in-law.

In contrast, young people from a similar background 
as this couple are now told that if they want to enter the 
shidduch scene, they need to prepare a proper “shidduch 
resume.” Tips are offered as to how to make the resume 
look professional and impressive and what must be 
included, including not only a name, date of birth, height, 
education, camps, and extra-curricular activities of the 
prospective mate, but also their parents’ names, birth-

place, occupations, and shul affiliation, as 
well as the siblings’ ages, educational institu-
tions, and spouses’ names, if applicable.

To be clear, I have nothing against utilizing 
technology to produce a summary page that 
can be shared easily and efficiently.  My issue 
is not with streamlining the information col-
lection process; it is with the level of detail we 
are demanding and expecting on “resumes.” 
Why is the sibling’s occupation relevant to 
whether or not someone is a viable candidate 
to meet?  Should those who have unem-
ployed siblings, or older single siblings, or 
siblings who are “off the derech” automat-
ically be rejected?  If individuals list such 
information they are at a disadvantage, and 
if they omit the information, in the current 
resume climate it raises suspicions about why 

it wasn’t included.

One can’t help but wonder regarding this week’s parsha: 
Had Eliezer seen Rivka’s “shidduch resume” and inves-
tigated her father and brother, would he have gotten far 
enough or been open to see her extraordinary chessed, or 
would he have nixed the shidduch from the outset?

Scrutinizing shidduch suggestions excessively and per-
forming inquisitions on every recommendation not only 
precludes and prevents meeting what might have been 
one’s soulmate, but it does little to ultimately protect one-
self or one’s children from someone who on the surface 
“has everything” going but in reality makes a poor spouse 
and parent.  In my experience interacting with hundreds 
of families, I have come across many individuals who 
would have had “undesirable” resumes, including families 
that have dysfunction, illness, or disability, who emerge 
to become the most amazing, kind, sensitive, thoughtful, 
loyal and special spouse and parent.  In counseling many 
couples, I have also discovered many individuals with 
“perfect” resumes—from the perfect family and with the 
perfect pedigree, appearance, education, and interests—
who turn out to be cruel, selfish, and simply horrible 
spouses and parents.

It seems to me that our children don’t need detectives 
working on their behalf. They need us to model the bal-
ance between reasonable research and being nonjudgmen-
tal, open-minded, and encouraging.  The demographic 
problem poses a great enough challenge without making 
each young woman feel inadequate if her “resume” cannot 
pass a forensic investigation.

Additionally, while I recognize that this is not the biggest 
issue in shidduch dating, nor will it provide a sweeping 
solution, I believe that language matters, and calling the 
intake form a “resume” is not only a semantic mistake but 
it frames dating negatively from the outset.  A resume is 
what one produces when he or she is the applicant seeking 
entrance to a school or job.  When one submits a resume, 
the understanding is that they are the candidate making a 
case for their worthiness to be accepted by the institution 
or employer.

Do we really want our children approaching dating and 
courtship as if they are applying and being interviewed for 
a job? Don’t we want the tone of their relationships to be 
defined by two equals engaged in the process of learning 
about one another through conversation, shared experi-
ence, and by observing how they each behave and react 
in diverse situations? Would they not be better served if 
we all called them “Shidduch Biographies” rather than 
“resumes?”

Dr. John Gottman, a world-renowned authority on 
healthy marriages and whose insights we have been shar-
ing in our Shalom Bayis series, describes the importance 
of couples forming what he calls “love maps.”  In his 
extensive research, he found that emotionally intelligent 
couples are intimately familiar with each other’s worlds, 
including their life goals, dreams, worries, hopes, fears, 
and aspirations.  Love maps never appear on a resume.  
They are written and formed when a couple have enough 
in common to be willing to see if there is chemistry 
between them that transcends what it says about them on 
paper.

Sometimes, when being interrogated about a member of 
our shul, if I feel it is appropriate, I will stop the conver-
sation and say, “I think he is an incredible young man, 
and if one of my daughters were old enough, I would 
be thrilled if she would go out with him.”  It never fails 
to shock me, and frankly offend me, when the inquirer 

continues to proceed with their list of questions, revealing 
that “the rabbi’s” glowing endorsement that he would hap-
pily welcome someone into his family is not as important 
as getting through their often inappropriate questions.

The latest phenomenon is that many—mostly boys—won’t 
entertain a resume unless it includes a picture.  Of course, 
physical attraction is a critical component of a successful 
marriage.  In fact, the Talmud (Kiddushin 41a) forbids a 
man from marrying a woman without seeing her first, lest 
he insult her and hurt her by a lack of attraction.

Yet Chazal would never have endorsed the immodest 
practice of gazing at a still picture to determine attraction 
as a prerequisite to meeting someone in person.  When 
asked about this practice, Rav Chaim Kanievsky respond-
ed, “that is nonsense!  He will not see anything from the 
picture.  One must meet her in person.”  Rav Dovid Fein-
stein responded similarly,  “Why are we making things 
more difficult? There is a certain chein that young ladies 
have that often does not come across in a photograph, and 
can only be seen in person. We are making the shidduch 
crisis worse with these new requirements.”

Don’t we owe our daughters, many of whom have a hard 
enough time with dating already, to not have to suffer the 
indignity of sweating over producing a comprehensive re-
sume and attaching a striking picture?  Why is it consid-
ered acceptable in some circles for the boy or his mother 
to ask about the girl’s dress size (yes, this happens), but 
one would be judged negatively for asking about the boy’s 
pants size or the receding pattern of his hairline, or even 
about how many masechtos he has completed or exactly 
how much income he earns?

Is it a surprise that in the current system, with the current 
expectations, one prominent author went so far as to sug-
gest, “Mothers this is my plea to you: There is no reason 
in today’s day and age with the panoply of cosmetic and 
surgical procedures available, why any girl can’t be trans-
formed into a swan. Borrow the money if you have to; it’s 
an investment in your daughter’s future, her life.”

Have these boys that are demanding pictures and dress 
sizes looked in the physical and metaphorical mirror late-
ly?  The Talmud (Sota 2a) tells us, “ein mezavgin l’adom 
elah l’fi ma’asav,” we are matched commensurate and in 
parallel with who we are and what we have to offer.

I recognize that like many others, I have highlighted some 
of the challenges without offering transformational solu-
tions.  I don’t offer them, as others have not, because they 
are not obvious or easily attainable.  We may not be able 
to move the needle in large ways, but our sympathy and 
empathy for those stuck in a challenging system should 
minimally move us to refuse to participate in some of the 
latest trends.  The least we can do within the system we 
are stuck with is preserve the dignity and self-esteem of 
our children and friends with small gestures such as not 
labeling their lives resumes, not forcing them to feel they 
need cosmetic surgery just to provide a picture to make 
their “resume” more compelling, and by not demanding 
more information than the NSA, FBI and CIA together 
could uncover.

Nobody is going to be the one person bucking the system, 
as repulsive as full participation may sometimes be, 
because they fear the consequences of being ostracized or 
ignored. If all of those in the “parsha” of dating, including 
those single and their parents, collectively refuse to play 
by the artificial rules, the system can improve. Shad-
chanim should prioritize the people they are representing 
by not asking for or providing pictures, and by collecting 
shidduch biographies, not resumes. If rabbis, shadchanim, 
and friends not only refuse to answer inappropriate ques-
tions, but call out and shut down those asking them, we 
can scale back the inquisitions and return to reasonable 
research. Perhaps more importantly, if every member 
of the Jewish community makes it his or her personal 
mission to advocate for their single friends, people can 
be set up by those who know them and therefore be more 
trusting and less scrutinizing.

The period of dating perhaps provides parents with their 
final opportunity to model and teach critical life lessons 
and values to their children while still living under one 
roof.  If we use the opportunity to encourage them to be 
open-minded in dating and to bravely be part of a com-
munity not willing to stoop or cave to unreasonable pres-
sures, we can not only help our children find appropriate 
spouses, but we can also help them become better people.

INQUIRIES OR INQUISITIONS: A RABBI’S PERSPECTIVE ON THE SHIDDUCH SYSTEM
RABBI EFREM GOLDBERG



14

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

ROSH KOLLEL

ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com   Mohel@18forshay.com

Mazel Tov 
TO

 Yoel and Leah Lichtenstein 
on the birth of a grandson
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LATEST TIME TO RECITE 
SH’MA AT NIGHT 

PART III

We previously discussed that according to the 
Chachamim, one must recite the Sh’ma before 
chatzos. 

OPINION OF R’GAMLIEL
Most Rishonim maintain that R’ Gamliel who 
gives the whole night for reciting sh’ma, holds 
that there was no decree about chatzos and one 
can wait to recite the sh’ma at any time during 
the night, even past chatzos. Rabeinu Yonah, 
however, is of the opinion that even according 
to R’ Gamliel one must try to recite sh’ma be-
fore chatzos, and according to Chachamim, one 
cannot even recite it at all, after chatzos. The 
Biur Halacha also discusses the possibility that, 
in essence, there is no machlokes at all and both 
Chachaim and R’ Gamliel agree that it should 
be recited before chatzos. 

SUMMARY OF SHITOS 
In summary, we have 4 opinions, for the latest 
time of reciting the night sh’ma: 
1.	 R’ Eliezer – until the end of the first part of 

the night
2.	 Chachamim – before chatzos, but can still 

be recited after chatzos
3.	 Chachamim – before chatzos, and cannot 

be recited after chatzos
4.	 R’ Gamliel – the whole night

GEZEIRA ON SOMETHING 
EXPLICITLY ALLOWED
There is an interesting question that is raised in 
regards to this decree of Chachamim that one 
recite sh’ma before chatzos. The Gemara tells us 
that we do not blow shofar or take the lulav on 
Shabbos. This was a rabbinical decree to ensure 
that one not come to forget and carry the shofar 
or lulav in the street on Shabbos. The Rishonim 
ask why we do not find the same decree not to 
allow a bris on Shabbos, out of a concern that 
one may carry the knife in the street on Shab-

bos. The Taz answers that Chachamim will not 
go and issue a decree against something that 
the Torah explicitly allowed. If the Torah tells 
us that a bris can be performed on Shabbos, 
Chachamim did not forbid it.
The Sdei Chemed asks on the Taz from our 
Mishna. As explained earlier, in regards to the 
mitzvah of sh’ma, the Torah stipulates that it 
can be done “ָבְשָׁכְבְּך – at the time that people 
sleep.” Since the Torah clearly allows one to 
recite Sh’ma the entire night, how can it be that 
Chachamim came along and decreed that it is 
not allowed after chatzos? This is a strong ques-
tion, and needs further research.

THE HALACHA
The Gemara (Brochos 8b) tells us that the hala-
cha is like R’ Gamliel, which would seemingly 
mean that one can recite the sh’ma the entire 
night. This is in fact the ruling of the Rashba, 
the Rosh, the Tur, as well as the Shaagas Aryeh.
Others argue. The Rambam and the Smag rule 
that one must recite Sh’ma before Chatzos. They 
explain that when the Gemara paskens like R’ 
Gamliel it is only in regards to how to explain 
the word “ָבְשָׁכְבְּך – as you sleep,” and it can be 
recited the whole night. At the same time, we 
still follow Chachamim that Midrabanan one 
must try to recite sh’ma before chatzos. 
This is, indeed, the ruling of the Shulchan 
Aruch, that one must recite sh’ma before chat-
zos. The Biur Halacha discusses the possibility 
that in a case of extenuating circumstances – 
such as if one is in the middle of giving a shiur, 
and stopping would cause a group of people to 
stop learning – it is possible that one may rely 
on the other opinions and delay reciting sh’ma 
until after chatzos  
Based on this Biur Halacha, one can wonder 
what should be done in the following case: 
What happens if one is unable to daven Maariv 
before chatzos. Should he recite sh’ma right 
then without the brochos, or is it better to 
wait until after chatzos and say sh’ma with the 
brochos? In other words is it better to say sh’ma 
at the right time, according to all opinions, or 
is it better to rely on the opinion that sh’ma can 
be recited later, and have sh’ma recited with the 
brochos before and after, which is the better 
way of fulfilling the mitzvah? 

SUMMARY 
According to Chachamim, Scriptur-
ally speaking one can recite sh’ma the 
whole night. However, out of concern 
that one may forget or fall asleep, they 
decreed that it be recited before chat-
zos, but if one missed chatzos it can 
still be recited the entire night.
To receive updates of upcoming shi-
urim, or to access any of Ohr Chaim’s 
previous shiurim, please send a re-
quest to Secretary@18forshay.com, or 
follow the prompts on the website to 
get a link to the shiurim, or to enroll 
in our WhatsApp group for shiurim.  
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DAVENING AT GRAVES 
OF TZADIKIM 

PART III

I would like to wrap up the topic of davening 
at kivrei tzadikim. We previously discussed the 
reasons one is allowed to pray at a grave, and it is 
not considered a violation of the isuur of “dore-
ish el hameisim – praying to the dead.” 

THE DECEASED DAVEN 
FOR THEIR OWN PAIN
There is one more reason given. The Ma-
haram Shik (293) explains the concept of 
davening at the grave of a tzadik in the 
following way. He quotes the pasuk in Par-
shas Chukas (20:15): “וירעו לנו ולאבותינו – they 
[the Egypians] hurt us and our forefathers.” 
Rashi quotes the Midrash that explains 
this to mean that even the forefathers who 
died felt the pain of the Jewish nation. We 
see from here that when there is a situa-
tion that distresses the Jewish nation, the 
deceased feel it as well.  The Maharim Shik 
suggests that this can be the idea of going to 
the cemetery. By sharing the pain with the 
deceased, they will also feel the pain and 
daven to alleviate their own distress, and 
through that we will merit a salvation, as 
well. 
He adds that this can be the understanding 
behind the text of the selichos: “machnisei 
rachamim” and “malachei rachamim.” Many 
ask that this text sounds like we are daven-
ing to the angles, a contradiction to one the 
13 ani maamins, that one must only daven 
to Hashem, and not to any other intermedi-
ary. In fact, the Chasam Sofer – for himself 
– would skip over these questionable words. 
Based on the above, the Maharam Shik sug-
gests that we are not davening to the angels; 
we are just informing them of our plight 
and they – feeling our situation – pray for 
their own salvation, and we are also saved.
We can end with the words of the Ram-
abm (Avel 4:4), that one should not turn to 
visit cemeteries. The Rivash questions this 
expression: what does it mean not “to turn” 
to them?
 The Shevet Halevi (7:192) suggests that the 
Rambam is reminding us not to get carried 
away. It may be a beautiful think to daven 
at the graves of tzadikim. But we must stay 
focused and remember that only Hashem is 
the One Who is helping us, and one should 
not turn grave visiting into a full time 
hobby.

SUMMARY
In the last few articles we discussed a num-
ber of reasons that one can pray at a grave, 
and it is not considered a violation of the 
isuur of “doreish el hameisim”:
1.	 We are davening to Hashem in a holy 

place.
2.	 Tzadikim are not dead.
3.	 It is only an issur to connect to the 

impure spirits.
4.	 We are asking them to daven to Hash-

em for us.
5.	 They feel pain and daven for them-

selves.

COMMUNITY KOLLEL NEWS
NEW: Weekly Chumash Shiur Starting 
Nov. 28 – Given by Rabbi Yehoshua Weber, 
Founder Ohr Tzvi, Rabbi Emertus Clanton 
Park Synagogue, Every Thursday Night, 
9:45-10:45pm, Location – 20 Upstairs.
The Night Kollel Currently learning Hilchos 
Niddah had the honor of hosting a shiur by 
the renowned Rabbi Dovid Baum, Shlita, 
Mora Hora’a, Passaic NJ, Rosh Kollel Tiferes 
Avrohom, Monsey NY, Wednesday Night, 
Nov 20, at 9:00 pm.
I gave an introductory shiur at the Night 
Kollel to Hilchos Niddah – Topic: “Defining 
Nidah & Zavah, Differences between Nidah 
Min Hatora & Mid’rabanan (Kesomim).”
The Night Kollel’s Mishna Yomis Shiur just 
celebrated a siyum on Seder Nezikin and 
started Seder Kodoshim, with Meseches 
Zevachim. The shiur takes place from 8:45-
9:00. Just learning several Mishnayos daily 
– with a magid shiur par excellence – will 
enable you to finish an entire Seder in less 
than a year! If you would like more info 
please call (845)323-6601 or Email kalik-
steinr@gmail.com. 
The Night Kollel also has a popular Daf Ha-
shavua program, and is starting Meseches 
Chagiga. There is a shiur Monday through 
Thursday from 8:15 to 8:45 p.m. in the 
Main Bais Medrash.
  As the winter begins, now is the time to 
join one of our many learning programs 
and keep the momentum going. Come start 
off your day or end the day with some excit-
ing and invigorating Torah learning. 
Wishing you a Wonderful Shabbos,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

Mazel Tov 
TO

Mordechai and Chavi Nulman

on the birth of a son

Member of the 
Night Kollel

Introducing our New Manager 
Uri Pholmen 
845-587-3462 (cell or WhatsApp) 

manager@18forshay.com 

Please contact Mr.Pholmen with any Shul questions or 
issues you need resolved 
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