
"E Pluribus Unum " 
Latin for "Out of 
Many, One" - Achdus

UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF RABBI AARON LANKRY
18 FORSHAY ROAD, MONSEY, NEW YORK 10952

For All Shul Info: Zmanim - Shiurim - Pics & Videos Bet Journal Archives etc   www.18forshay.com
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M
ay 31  - June 3  2017

RABBI YY JACOBSON 
WEEKLY CLASS

SHABBOS
9:00 AM - CHASSIDUS
AND
SERMON BEFORE MUSAF
20 FORSHAY RD
OPEN FOR MEN & WOMEN

Rabbi 

YY JACOBSONSHIURIM FOR ENTIRE COMMUNITY

Separate 
Seating

EARLY BIRD 
DAILY SHIUR 

MON - FRI 5:30 - 7:30AM

RABBI YY JACOBSON 
WEEKLY CLASS

SHABBOS
9:00 AM - CHASSIDUS
AND
SERMON BEFORE MUSAF
20 FORSHAY RD
OPEN FOR MEN & WOMEN

SUNDAY
9:30 AM
18 FORSHAY RD - TENT
OPEN FOR MEN & WOMEN

TUESDAY
TUESDAY MORNING

9:30 - 10:30 AM SHARP
20 FORSHAY RD

FOR WOMEN ONLY
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LOCATION DIRECTORY
(1)  18 FORSHAY DOWNSTAIRS
(2)  18 FORSHAY UPSTAIRS
(3)   20 FORSHAY UPSTAIRS 
(4)  20 FORSHAY DOWNSTAIRS
(5)  18 FORSHAY TENT
* NO SUNDAY MINYAN

SHACHRIS
20 minutes before Neitz (3)   S 5:04    l    M 5:04   l    T 5:04    l    W 5:03    l   T 5:03   l   F 5:03

6:15* (1)     7:00 (1)     7:30 (3)     8:00 (1)    8:30 (2)    9:00 (1)    9:30 (2)    10:00 (1)    10:30 (2)

MINCHA 

1:30 PM  -   20 Minutes After Shkiya  -  50 Minutes After Shkia  (1)

MINCHA & MAARIV

12 Minutes Before Pelag  (1) S 6:39   l     M 6:39   l     T 6:40   l     W 6:40   l    T 6:41

12 Minutes Before Shkia  (1) S 8:12   l     M 8:13   l     T 8:14   l     W 8:14   l    T 8:15

MAARIV
8:00 (1)  9:00, 9:30 (2)  9:45 (1)  10:00 (1)  10:30 (1)  11:00 (1)  12:45 (1)

SHUL SCHEDULE
Shabbos Parshas Naso

JUNE  04 - 09
NEITZ IS   5:24 am - 5:23 am
PELAG IS  6:51 pm - 6:53 pm
SHKIA IS   8:24 pm - 8:28 pm

MAGEN AVRAHAM 
8:34 AM – 8:34 AM

GRA- BAAL HATANYA
9:10 AM –  9:10 AM

סוף זמן
קריאת שמע

SHABBOS ZMANIM
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EARLY MINCHA ON Friday AFTERNOON at 1:35pm

Candle lighting

Mincha Tent

Mincha 18 Forshay

Shkiya

Mincha Bais Chabad 20 Forshay

8:05pm

7:00pm

7:30pm

8:23pm

8:33pm

Shachris Vasikin

Shachris 

Shachris Youth Minyan

Shachris Bais Chabad

Pirchei - Bnos

Mincha& Daf Yomi

Pirkei Avos

Mincha

Shkiya

Maariv

4:50am - DAF YOMI SHIUR

8:00 & 9:15am - Kiddush

9:15am - 18 Forshay

10:00am - 20 Forshay

2:00

6:00pm

7:20pm

1:45pm, 8:05pm

8:24pm

9:04& 9:09pm

BET Parasot Nasso 

This week’s Parasha is the largest one in the Torah, 
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dismantling the Mishkan. The Torah goes into great detail discussing 
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of the Kohanim, the blessing of peace that reinforces our harmony as a 
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other yet the Torah repeats each and every one of them. The Torah, 
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world came to an end . This was due to the sins of man, mainly 
stealing. In the same Parasha we read about the rebellion of the 
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one, this is true unity. Unity comes with a will to compromise ones 
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Based on this understanding, I would suggest that the Torah is 
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The leaders of each tribe understood that using their unique talents 
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of blessing that comes along with it.
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Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim 
is pleased to announce that 

renowned speaker

Harav Dovid Orlofsky
 will be speaking in our Bais Medrash

Why is Parshas Nasso So Long
#	���
��F2
��

��

Parshas Nasso -  June 3
6:45 PM



Rabbi Daniel Aron Coren

The holy books tell us that there were 600,000 souls at Mattan Torah 

and that each one has a letter in the Torah. In fact, the Hebrew word 
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My Letter 
In The Torah

Erev Shabbos Plag MInyan for Mincha & Maariv

BLUEBERRY HILL AREA
Parshas  Nasso

Mincha 6:30 Plag: 6:50
30 Dr Frank Rd. Entrance From Humbert

1  0  9
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Capturing the Wall: 
The Story of Shavuot 1967
Aaron Hirsh
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WOMEN’S CORNER

Flowers are being sold everywhere. There are arrangements 
outside grocery stores, shuls and on random street corners. 
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and hearts (stomachs too, of course, as with any Jewish holiday!)
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abundant blessings.

lowers are being sold everywhere. There are arrangements
outside grocery stores shuls and on random street corners
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Rus is the ancestor of King David, and 
consequently the matriarch of the Messianic 
line. Who is this woman, special enough to have 
an entire book in the Bible named for her, which 
we read on Shavuot, the epic day on which the 
Torah was given to the Jewish people? Rus must 
have a very important message to convey to us 
about what it means to be a Jew, to receive the 
Torah, and to merit royalty.

Background Story

The story of Rus takes place in the time period of 
the Judges at a time of spiritual ups and downs in 
Jewish history.

“’And it was in the days of the judgment of the 
Judges”: This refers to a generation that judged 
its own judges… [The Judge] would say, “Remove 
the toothpick from between your teeth,” and 
[the people] would answer, “Remove the beam 
from between your eyes.” (Talmud – Bava Batra 
15b)

The 400-year span of the Judges began after 
the death of Yehoshua, who conquered and 
divided the Land of Israel, and ended with 
the establishment of the monarchy with King 
Shaul. This period was known for the serious 
deterioration of the spiritual state of the Jewish 
nation. Each time a Judge would arise to help 
restore order for a number of years, inevitably 
the nation would slip back into its old idolatrous 
habits and assimilate into the surrounding 
nations’ culture and behaviors, erasing their 
own unique identity meant to be a light unto the 
nations.

When we meet the characters surrounding Rus, 
the Land of Israel has been hit with a famine:

At that time God said: “My children are stubborn. 
To destroy them is impossible. To return them to 
Egypt is impossible. I cannot exchange them for 
another nation. What, then can I do? I must make 
them suffer and cleanse them with famine.” 
(Midrash – Rus Rabba, Intro. 1)

The Leadership Fails

It seems that as soon as the Land of Israel was 
conquered, everyone ran to settle his own 
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establish gardens and farms, and in general 
amass material wealth and creature comforts. 
The leaders at that time, the heads of the judicial 
court, the Sanhedrin, were expected to take this 
opportunity to travel across the country from 
one border to another, teaching Torah ethics 
to the populace. The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni 
12 – Shoftim 68) describes a kind of mobile Beit 
Midrash that should have existed in those early 
years of settling the land, but did not. As a result, 
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Then, when a famine hit, Elimelech from the 
tribe of Yehudah – a great and wealthy man with 
many acres of land and enough produce to feed 
the entire nation for years – Left Eretz Yisroel:

Elimelech was among the great scholars and 
patrons of the nation, and when the years of 

MOTHER OF ROYALTY
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famine came, he said: “Now all of Israel will come 
to my door, each with his box (to collect money).” 
He stood up and ran away from them. (Midrash – 
Rus Rabba 1:4)

Besides his lack of generosity, Elimelech 
severely disappointed everyone’s expectations, 
causing disheartenment and loss of hope among 
the people. He took his family and defected to 
Moav, where his two sons, Machlon and Kilyon, 
married Moabite women.

Moav – The Self-Centered Nation

Elimelech and his family left the Jews of Israel 
��	 �	 ����
	 ��	 �����
	 ���	 ��������	 �������	 ��
��	
escape from responsibility came from a desire 
to save themselves and their possessions from 
��
	 ���������
�	 ������	 ��
	 �������	 ��
��	 �
���
centeredness was indicative of the level of the 
Jewish people at that time, each concentrating 
on maintaining his own material wealth.

The decision to leave the Land of Israel and avoid 
helping out, led Elimelech’s family to deteriorate 
spiritually to the point where they intermarried 
with the Moabites:

The Torah ostensibly prohibits the Moabite 
nation from ever entering into the Jewish 
covenant:

They should not come into the congregation 
of God, neither Moabite nor Amonite, even 
the tenth generation should not enter into the 
congregation of God, forever, because they did 
not greet you with bread and water on the way 
when you left Egypt… (Deut. 23:4-5)

After the Jewish people left Egypt, they had 
to pass by the lands of Moav and Amon. These 
nations did not attack the passing straggling 
group of Jewish slaves as the Amalekites did. Yet 
they were expected to greet the Jews with food 
and drink, especially since Amon and Moav are 
descendants of Lot, who owed so much to his 
uncle Avraham for the care he showed him when 
they both started out in the land of Canaan. This 
Amon and Moav did not do, denying the refugees 
even the most common courtesy. Moav, then, 
is considered the epitome of self-centeredness 
and lack of generosity and kindness.
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and his family felt most comfortable settling. The 
similarity is striking: Moav avoided feeding the 
suffering Israelites, who were distant cousins, 
and Elimelech escaped from feeding his fellow 
Jews in their time of need. As if to complete the 
circle, Elimelech’s sons then marry Moabite girls!

Seemingly, this is the beginning of the end of 
this family. Elimelech dies, as do both his sons, 
and Naomi is left alone with her two non-
Jewish daughters-in-law. And yet, at this very 
moment God opens a window of hope and a 
second chance. Somehow, out of this family, 
will eventually come Dovid Hamelech – and the 
Messiah from the house of David.

Rus Returns to Judaism

Naomi, the lone remnant of an illustrious family, 
decides to leave Moav with its tragic memories 
and go back to the Land of Israel:

This entails tremendous courage, to go back – 
alone – to a country where she will have to face 
the family and friends she betrayed, to admit 
she was wrong and has suffered the loss of her 
husband and sons – and now to try rebuilding her 
life in a society that feels only animosity toward 
her.

#�	 �����	 ����	 ������
��������
�	 $��	 ���	 %�����	
choose to leave their country with Naomi. This 
speaks volumes about Naomi’s character and 
about the relationship that existed between 
this lone Jewish family and the Moabite wives. 
These girls were both daughters of Eglon, the 
king of Moav. They left a house of royalty and 
the status of princesses to connect to this Jewish 
family, its values and its practices. And now they 
are willing to leave their homes, country and 
culture to go with Naomi to a place where they 
will be strangers and completely alone, with no 
husbands and no view of a future. They must have 
really loved Naomi who – over the ten years of 
marriage – must have instilled in them a spiritual 
value system and Jewish lifestyle to the point 
where they were willing to start anew with their 
old widowed mother-in-law.

Naomi tries to dissuade them from coming with 
her. Initially they refuse to be dissuaded, but as 
Naomi genuinely convinces them that her tragic 
life will only tie them down and limit their options 
for happiness and blessing, one of the daughters-
�����
�	 %�����	 ���

�	 ��	 �
��
�	 $���	 ��

�
��	 ��	
able to see beyond the logic of Naomi’s words, to 
the nuances of love and care.

Rus, like the matriarchs in the Torah, intuits the 
deeper meaning in Naomi’s words: Naomi really 
would be happy to go back with someone and 
not be completely alone. Her words were only 
meant as a necessary discouragement to one who 
wishes to convert to Judaism, to make sure their 
intentions are pure.

In seeing beyond the logic and surface, Rus 
exhibits the trait of binah, deeper understanding. 
She also expresses a deep caring and kindness – 
the complete opposite of her countrymen and of 
her husband’s family. She prepares to leave all of 
her own physical wealth and comforts behind to 
care for an aging lonely woman who isn’t even 
�
�	 ������	 ������
�	 
���	 ����	 ���������	 �
�
���	
to gain.

“Don’t push me to leave you and to go back, for 
wherever you go, I will go, and wherever you 
sleep, I will sleep. Your nation is my nation, and 
your God, my God. Where you die, I will die, and 
there I will be buried. So will God do to me and so 
He will add (I swear) that only death will separate 
between us.” (Rus 1:16-17)

This is Rus’s famous statement, which the 
Midrash tells us is an announcement of her desire 
to convert to Judaism – no matter what. Naomi, 
sensing her sincerity, starts explaining to her the 
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paradigm of humility and generosityparadigm of humility and generosity
basics of Judaism. Being a princess in Moav, Rus 
was used to the kinds of entertainment that were 
not acceptable among Jewish people:

It is not the way of the daughters of Israel to go to 
theaters and circuses of idol worship, so Rus said: 
“Wherever you go, I will go.” Naomi said to her: 
“My daughter, Jewish people live in a house with 
a mezuzah.” Rus said: “Wherever you sleep, I will 
sleep.” (Midrash – Rus Rabba 2:23)

Rus is making it clear to Naomi that she is 
perfectly ready to leave her old habits of leisure 
and meaningless entertainment, and adopt a 
more purposeful, spiritual life.

Life In Beit Lechem

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Rus 601) says that 
the whole city had gathered together on the day 
Naomi returned to attend the funeral of the wife 
of Boaz, the leader and Judge of the generation. 
They see Naomi coming back widowed, 
impoverished, wearing tattered clothes and with 
a Moabite girl at her side. They are shocked and 
������
��

Naomi and Rus settle back in Israel, which has 
slowly returned to a semblance of normalcy 
after a 10-year “depression.” Though people had 
suffered due to their lack of consideration and 
care for others during the early years of settling 
the land, they have transformed themselves, 
returning to the path of generosity with the help 
of their Judge and leader, Boaz.

Humility and Modesty

Naomi return destitute and without prospects.

Rus, a famous princess, who had married into the 
wealthiest Jewish family around, now offers her 
mother-in-law:
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wheat.” (Rus 2:2)

Rus doesn’t go without obtaining permission from 
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her to take the leftover wheat that falls from 
the crops being collected. This is an obligatory 
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and willing. She is humbly submitting to her new 
station in life, not expecting anything from this 
nation for which she gave up her past life, and not 
disappointed in their lack of care for her.

%��
	 $��	 ��
�	 ���	 ��	 ��
	 �
���	 �
�	 �
������	
stands out as well:

All the women would bow and gather, while Rus 
would bend her knees to gather… All the women 

����	 /���	 
���	 ��
	 �
��	 
���
���	 
���
	 $��	
behaved modestly. All the women would take 
from among the rows of wheat, while Rus would 
only take from what was clearly ownerless. 
(Midrash – Rus Rabba 4:9)

Rus is focused on her goal, behaving as a “rose 
�����	 �������;	 ���	 ��/�
��
�	 ��	 ��
	 ����
	
behavior of the other gatherers. She also carefully 
observed the laws of leket (collection for the 
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owners what is not rightfully hers.
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Boaz, Naomi’s cousin, and the nephew of Naomi’s 
deceased husband Elimelech. Although Boaz was 
the greatest sage of the generation and didn’t 
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behavior.
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“She is a Moabite girl returning with Naomi from 
Moav, and she said: ‘I will gather and collect the 
sheaves of wheat that fall behind the rows,’ and 
she has been here gathering since the morning…” 
(Rus 2:6-7)

Don’t you know her, the worker asks Boaz? 
Doesn’t everyone in Beit Lechem know this story 
of the gentile girl who is now supporting her 
mother-in-law and being forced to gather the 
remnants of the crops as a poor woman?

Boaz may feel some pangs of guilt as he tries to 
compensate by being extra kind to Rus, but he 
still doesn’t take any real responsibility for his 
�
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workers are instructed to treat her kindly and 
give her drink from their own well water. He also 
addresses her with endearment, “my daughter,” 
and tells her that for the wonderful kindness to 
her mother-in-law, she will be rewarded from 
God.

And yet, Boaz doesn’t seem to get the message. 
He doesn’t realize it is his mission to take these 
women into his care, to support them and make 
sure they are reaccepted into the community. The 
Torah itself commands a Jew to “love the convert” 
and to leave crops behind for the poor, so really 
Boaz wasn’t even going beyond the call of duty 
for his relatives. Nor did he ask how Naomi was 
doing after ten years in Moav and about the fate 
of his uncle Elimelech and his cousins Machlon 
and Kilyon.

Rus doesn’t have any better expectations. She, 
who started out a Moabite princess, now falls on 
her face and bows down in immense gratitude 
and appreciation for this small consideration and 
asks:

“Why have I found favor in your eyes, as I am a 
gentile?” (Rus 2:10)

She is so humble and modest that she doesn’t 
even realize her “rights” in this situation. She 
is full of positivity and is able to see the good in 
others and in life.

Moabite Converts?

When Machlon and Kilyon, Naomi’s sons, married 
the Moabite princesses, there existed a distinct 
prohibition to accept a Moabite convert into the 
Jewish community. How then could Rus have 
converted and become a part, albeit not wholly 
accepted by society, of the Jewish people?

In the days of Boaz’s leadership, the Sanhedrin 
(high court) revealed that the prohibition in 
the Torah regarding Moabite converts applied 
only to male Moabites and not to females. The 
reason was that in biblical times, only the males 
were expected to go out and greet travelers 

(the Jewish refugees), and therefore they were 
faulted for not doing so. However, women who 
tended to stay at home could not be blamed for 
not proactively welcoming the passing nation 
with food and drink.

In Boaz’s words of consolation to Rus, he alludes 
to the fact that she has, in fact, a future with the 
Jewish nation.

“G-d should pay your reward… from Whom you 
have come to take shelter under His wings…” (Rus 
2:12)

And later, when she implies that she is a stranger 
and not even worthy of being one of Boaz’s 
servants, he reassures her:

“G-d forbid, you are not one of the servants 
(ama’hot) but rather like one of the matriarchs 
(ima’hot).” (Midrash – Rus Rabba 5:5)

Yibum – The Levirate Marriage

The mitzvah of yibum applies when a married 
man dies and leaves no children. The brother of 
the dead man (or the next closest relative, if there 
is no brother), has a special mitzvah to marry the 
widow. If they subsequently have children, the 
����	���	��	������
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brother – inheriting his estate and his portion 
of land in the Land of Israel. He thus “redeems” 
the name and memory of the dead man, who 
otherwise would have no lasting remnant in this 
world.
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obligation and responsibility, if either the widow 
or relative are not so inclined, but it is considered 
a great kindness to the dead to go through with 
the marriage and the resulting redemption of the 
land. If the brother refuses to marry his sister-in-
law, he then goes through an act of severing the 
bond, in which he is shamed for not keeping his 
brother’s memory alive.

In this story, Rus is a widow of a Jewish man who 
has died and left no children. His brother and 
father have also died, so that the family, although 
they may own some land currently, will have no 
continuity and will lose the land when Naomi dies, 
���
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obligation of yibum.

Boaz seems to be the perfect choice for the 
performance of this mitzvah. He is a cousin, part 
of Elimelech’s family. And yet he doesn’t even 
seem to realize that he has a decision to make 
regarding Rus.

Naomi’s Plan of Redemption

$��	 ���	 �

�	 ��
>�
�����	 P��Q*�	 �
���	 ���	 �
�	
months now, bringing home to Naomi the stray 
pieces of wheat, happy with her lot, not expecting 
any more. But Naomi, knowing the Torah laws, 
and concerned for the future of her widowed 
daughter-in-law, is waiting for something else – 
a sign, some news of Boaz’s interest in Rus and 
her family. Naomi sees the greatness and the 
potential in Rus, and knows that she is destined 
to become an integral part of the Jewish nation 
in some way. After waiting, praying and hoping, 
Naomi decides to help matters along with a more 
proactive plan: �
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Naomi said to her: “My daughter, I would like you 
to have a better future. Now, our relative, Boaz… 
is piling the wheat in the granary tonight. Wash 
and anoint yourself, dress up and go down to the 
��������	 =��*�	 ���
	 �����
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	 ��	 �����
�	
eating and drinking. And when he lies down, see 
where he goes to sleep and uncover his feet and 
lie down, and he will tell you what to do.” Rus 
replied: “Anything you tell me to do, I will do.” (Rus 
3:1-5)

Naomi suggests a rather audacious, even 
dangerous plan. It’s the only choice, now that the 
harvesting season is over, and Rus will no longer 
�
	 �����	 ���	 ��	 ��
	 �
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�
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Naomi suggests it with fear and trepidation. What 
a risk to Rus’s reputation as a modest Jewish girl! 
If anyone should see her, or if Boaz is repelled by 
her behavior, her chances of ever marrying would 
be greatly limited. However, Naomi knows Boaz’s 
greatness and his descent from the royal family of 
Z
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his responsibility and agree to marry Rus. The 
situation only demands a little bit of effort.

Rus must have been shocked by this idea. She 
must have had countless questions and doubts, 
tormented by thoughts of discovery or rejection. 
And yet she answers simply, with faith in Naomi’s 
Torah perspective: “Whatever you say, I will do.”

Rus Weds Boaz

Rus went down to the granary, with Naomi’s 
promise that her merit will accompany her (Yalkut 
Shimoni 605). She wisely took clothes with her 
and changed into them only after her arrival 
(Midrash Lekach Tov). Although she complied 
with her mother-in-law’s every word, she kept 
her wits about her and strategized the best way 
to go unnoticed.

Boaz wakes at midnight to discover a woman 
lying at his feet. His initial horror gives way to 
rationality as he asks for her identity. She answers: 
“I am Rus, your maidservant. Spread your wings 
over your maidservant, since you are a redeemer” 
(Rus 3:9). He immediately pulls himself together: 
“Blessed are you to God, my daughter.”

Surprisingly, only now does Boaz realize that he 
should have initiated this union, and that his prior 
passivity had caused Rus torment and shame. 
He praises her for her willingness to confront 
him and to marry him only for the sake of the 
mitzvah of yibum and redemption of the land. 
He assures her: “You have done more kindness 
now, in not going after the young men, than your 
����	 �����
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to Israel).” Boaz then promised to make sure she 
would be taken care of.

Boaz asks Rus to stay through the night out 
of concern for her safety, even though he was 
risking his reputation. 

Boaz walked Rus to the town at dawn, gave her 
a gift of grain and oats to bring to Naomi, and 
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if he is the closest relative with whom she can 
perform the mitzvah of yibum.

After a short process in court, where a closer 
relative absolves himself of the obligation to 
marry Rus Boaz publicly declares that he intends 

to marry Rus and redeem their land as well.

Rus’s voice is not heard in this last chapter of 
marriage and acceptance. Through her marriage 
to the great leader Boaz, she achieves credibility 
by virtue of the publicizing of the Jewish law that 
Moabite women can convert to Judaism, but not 
Moabite men.

The elders of the nation and Judges in the court 
respond with a special blessing:

“G-d should allow this woman who is entering 
your home to be like Rachel and Leah, who both 
built the house of Israel… And your home should 
be like the home of Peretz, whom Tamar bore to 
Yehuda, from the seed which God will give you 
with this girl.” (Rus 4:11-12)

The ultimate praise for Rus is to be like Rachel 
and Leah, the matriarchs who built the nation of 
Israel through the birth and raising of the Twelve 
Tribes. Rus was to build the monarchy of Israel 
by marrying into the royal line, a descendant of 
Peretz, the son of Yehuda.

Aftermath

Boaz married Rus and she became his wife… 
and G-d granted her a pregnancy and she bore a 
son” (Rus, 4:5-16). The same night in which Rus 
conceived, Boaz died. (Yalkut Shimoni 608)
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in this world by conceiving a child with Rus, and 
dies. She, on the other hand, becomes a widow 
again, this time of the leader of the generation, 
and pregnant.

Her suffering is not over, but she merits to have a 
child, raise him with Naomi, to see a future hope 
for her family and the continuity for Naomi’s son’s 
name. Rus, full of kindness and generosity, even 
seems to be marrying Boaz for the sake of others. 
Rus doesn’t voice any opinions or comments until 
the end of the book recording her life:

The neighbors all named him, saying “Naomi has 
����
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father of Yishai, the father of David. (Rus 4:17)
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of the community, and the other women share 
in their newfound happiness. Even here, it is 
obvious that Rus has given the best years of her 
life to take care of Naomi, giving her a grandchild 
and seeing the family line continue.

But Rus’s reward is still forthcoming. The text 
indicates the direct lineage of Dovid Hamelech: 
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of David. Rus deserves to become part of the 
Jewish royal family which will eventually produce 
the Messiah, and be an eternal light for the Jewish 
people and the world.

Rus herself lived a long, fruitful life, and even 
merited to see Shlomo Hamelech, her great-great 
grandchild ascend the throne:

And he put a throne next to his for the mother of 
the king (Kings I 2:19). Rabbi Eliezer said: “for the 
mother of royalty” – this is Rus. (Talmud – Bava 
Batra 91a)

Rus and Monarchy

Since Moav is considered such a self-centered 
nation with bad character traits, how could it 

be that King David and the royal line descended 
from this nation?
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of the world will be blessed through you,” the 
Talmud interprets the word “blessed” to mean 
“grafted,” which shares the same root:

God said to Avraham, “Two good graftings I have 
to graft in you: Rus the Moabite and Naama the 
Amonite (King Solomon’s wife, and mother of the 
next king, Rechavam).” (Yevamot 63a)

These “graftings” from Amon and Moav are 
������
�
�	 �	 �
�	 ������
��	 ��	 ��
	 �������
��	
of Jewish destiny. Moav and Amon come 
from Avraham’s nephew Lot – born from the 
incestuous union of Lot and his two daughters 
after the destruction of Sodom. 

The main character trait of Lot was brazenness. 
We see how his daughters inherited this audacity 
for behaving in an inappropriate and unnatural 
manner for a cause they considered important.

However, boldness is a trait that is possible to be 
used for the right causes, “for the sake of Heaven.” 
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distilled in Rus’s personality, the trait of “holy 
brazenness” is grafted into the foundations of 
a Jewish monarchy, through King David. As it 
is said (2-Chronicles 17:6), “And his heart [King 
David] was proud (arrogant) in the ways of God.” 
It is necessary for a Jewish king to be forceful and 
bold when it comes to doing the will of God and 
ruling over the populace.

The concept of monarchy did not exist in Israel, 
and it was necessary to take it from Amon and 
Moav, since the “shell” of Moav is brazenness, as it 
says: “The pride of Moav is very arrogant” (Isaiah 
16:6). King David’s soul was trapped in the shell 
of Moav. Through Rus, and then to David, the 
concept of boldness from the shells and elevating 
it to holiness (i.e. being brazen for the sake of 
Heaven) was brought to the Jewish people. (Shem 
Mishmuel – Shavuot 5760)

Rus and Shavuot

The book of Rus is read on Shavuot, the holiday 
celebrating the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. 
We, who were all present as a nation at Mount 
Sinai, who experienced the revelation of God 
and became Jews by nature of the overwhelming 
force of that revelation, have much to learn from 
Rus, who converted on her own and whose whole 
life was dedicated to doing good for others.

This megillah has no laws of purity or impurity, no 
transgressions and no mitzvot. It is just to teach 
how much reward comes to those who act with 
loving-kindness. (Midrash – Rus Rabba 2:14)

Why do we read the book of Rus on Shavuot? This 
Book is full of chesed (kindness) and the Torah 
is all chesed, as it says, “The Torah of chesed is 
on her lips,” and [the Torah was] was given on 
Shavuot. (Midrash Lekach Tov)

The holiday of Shavuot is also the birthday of 
Dovid Hamelech, as well as the day of his death. 
'�	��	������	��	����
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in a righteous ancestor who merited to be the 
Mother of Royalty.

T H E  A F T E R M A T H
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TEN YEARS BAD LUCK
A funeral service is being held in 
a synagogue for a woman who 
has just passed away. At the end 
of the service the pallbearers 
are carrying the casket out, 
when they accidentally bump 
into a wall, jarring the casket.

They hear a faint moan. They 
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woman is actually alive.

She lives for ten more years and 
then dies. A ceremony is again 
held at the same synagogue and 
at the end of the ceremony the 
pallbearers are again carrying 
the casket.

As they are walking out, the 
husband cries, “Watch out for 
the wall!”

A PASSENGER 
�$%�	�V!��

A Chelmer gets on a plane and 
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attendant tells him that he will 
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says, “I just left Chelm, and I’m 
going to California.” The main 
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and explains that he will have 
to move. The Chelmer says, “I 
just left Chelm, and I’m going to 
California and I’m not moving 
anywhere”

The attendants tell the pilot. He 
comes in and looks the situation 
over. He leans over and whispers 
something to the Chelmer and 
he gets up immediately and 
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“What did you say to him?” “I just 
told him that this section of the 
plane doesn’t go to California.”

CLINIC’S NAME

Two elderly couples were enjoying 
friendly conversation when one of 

the men asked the other, “Fred, 
how was the memory clinic you 
went to last month?”
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“They taught us all the latest 
psychological techiniques - 
visualization, association - it 
made a huge difference for 
me.”

“That’s great! What was the 
name of the clinic?”

Fred went blank. He thought 
and thought, but couldn’t 
remember. Then a smile broke 
across his face and he asked, 
“What do you call that red 
/�
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thorns?”

“You mean a rose?”

“Yes, that’s it!” He turned to 
his wife. . .”Rose, what was the 
name of that clinic?”

STUDENT TALKING
	�%	�V!	@'�!	�#+

“Sir, What is the secret of your 
success?”

“Two words”

“And, Sir, what are they?”

“Right decisions.”

“And how do you make right 
decisions?”

&%�
	
����;

“And, What is that?”

“Experience.”

“And how do you get 
Experience?”

“Two words”

“And, Sir, what are they?”

“Wrong decisions.”
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Milchigs
SOME REASONS FOR THE CUSTOM 

TO EAT MILCHIGS 
ON THE YOM TOV OF SHAVUOS 

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

R���	
��
���
��
��#	���
�� �	
�
� ������
��[��
�������
���
�
���
����	����� 6	
�	
�� �
�� ���!��� �	��� ����
�� ���	� �� ������ ����	���
������	� 
�� �� !�
[�
���
� ������ �
��%� ��� ��� ����
������� ���
��
�� �
�
partake in some dairy on this yom tov.

There are many reasons given for this minhag and I would like to 
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foods on the seder plate to commemorate the korban pesach 
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hamikdash. This is accomplished by having a dairy meal followed 
by meat, which requires one to remove the bread that was used 
with dairy and bring another loaf of bread for the meat meal. 
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honey (as the pasuk says, d’vash v’chalav tachas l’shoneich), 
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us that the angels were not willing to let go of the torah; they 

wanted it up in heaven. The angels were not deemed worthy of 
having the torah since they ate meat and milk in Avraham Avinu’s 
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demonstrate why we indeed merited receiving the torah.

�)The numerical value of the word cholov (���) is 40; 
corresponding to the 40 days that Moshe was in heaven to 
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learning session.

For four years, I was a Jewish studies teacher at a Los Angeles community day 
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and the special guests I bring in 
to learn with us.
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stay up all night learning Torah 
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students, two former students 
from another school and about 
18 friends. More friends showed 
up throughout the evening, and 
when the parents came to pick 
up their kids, they got caught up 
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becoming a teacher. And I could barely boil water let alone make cheesecake!

<��������#���]�������
��
��

�������
���
�����%��	
�Z���
����\
����F����������
#	���
��

R�
�� �	��� ��
��
��� �
��%� <� 	��� ���
� �
�
� �
����� ��
��� ���
���� �	
� �
�
�
L\
��	
���O� �

%� ���� �	
�� �
�
� ���
� �
��	� 
��
������� �	
�� 
���
�����
�
�
�C�� ��������� 
�� �
���� ��� �	
� �
��
���%� ���� �	
�� �
�
� 	
������ �
� #���
]�������
��	������
��

�
����
��#	���
���
��
�������	�
�
�
���	
������
���
�
rabbis. They wanted me to come with them, but I was determined to see 

SHAVUOT AND THE 
GRATEFUL DEAD
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late, they’d be up all night learning anyway, maybe I could do some learning 
with them.
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the sanctuary of the kitchen. 
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THERE IS NO HEBREW WORD FOR HISTORY
BY MALCOLM HOENLEIN

The question we must ask is why do we 
commemorate an event of 50 years ago, why 
is it important in a time and age when people 
want to forget? People have no patience for 
history. Young people don’t want to know. They 
want everything done in 140 letters. They have 
no interest and no patience for history.

It is unique to Judaism that history is not 
about the past. It is about the future. We 
look back in order to look forward. All of our 
chagim, holidays, are not just meant to be ritual 
observances, they are meant to be experiential. 
We learn what our avos and imahos, our 
patriarchs and matriarchs, went through.  

We understand things from them.

We learn lessons from them.

Churchill once said the further back you look 
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Sages, said it a thousand years earlier. They 
taught us that we have to look back to learn the 
lessons, not to dwell on the tsaros, miseries, of 
the past but to prevent future generations from 
having to go through those tsaros.

So for us history is not what it is for the world.

It is zechira, remembrance. There is no Hebrew 
word for history. Zechira is a dynamic process, 
that we have to understand what led to things 
and what came out of them, not just what 
occurred at that moment.
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why it happened - what are the lessons we can 
learn from it?

And it is never more important than now, when 
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has voted overwhelmingly to declare that all 
the places that we hold sacred are only to be 
known by their Moslem names.

First they voted to hyphenate them:

The kotel is also Al Buraq’s wall, named for 
Mohammed’s horse, that supposedly went up 
after him - but Mohammed never visited Israel 
in his lifetime.

Kever Rochel, Rachel’s Tomb, is now named for 
his chauffeur, his driver. The same for Mearat 
Hamachpela, the Cave of the Patriarchs, the 
same for the Temple Mount, Har Habayit, 
known as Haram al Sharif

You would think that with all the miseries the 
world is suffering, all the ones the Arab nations 
have - there are 12 or 13 of them at war right 
now - they all have external problems, internal 
problems, so why do they focus on us, why do 
they waste all this energy just to denigrate us?

They voted this year to drop all the names, to 

deny 3000 years of Jewish history, forget all the 
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Because they understand better than we do 
that if you take away our past, you take away 
our future. That if we don’t understand where 
we came from, who we are, starting with 
Malchizedek and Abraham, and then looking 
at when Abraham came [to Jerusalem] for 
the binding of Isaac. He brought Eliezer and 
Ishmael with him, and he said to them, looking 
at the Temple Mount from afar:

“Look, what do you see?” And they said: “We 
see a wilderness.”

And he said to his son Isaac: “What do you see?” 
and he said he sees a “holy place.”

So Abraham said to Eliezer and Ishmael: “You 
stay here with the donkey because you see only 
what a donkey sees.”

The question to us, to all of us and especially to 
our young people, is:

Do you see what the donkey sees or do you 
see the reality, the miracles that G-d blessed 
us with? If you look at every day, every shovel 
in the ground in the City of David, the Western 
Wall tunnels, every shovel in the ground for 
the Light Railroad, every shovel in the ground 
uncovers things of our past.

Each one brings the Tanach, the Bible, to life, 
validates everything in the Tanach, not one 
thing contradicts it, all of these discoveries, 
tens of thousands of things each year bring our 
past to life.

G-d is sending a clear message: They want to 
�
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How? In a rock with a Temple menora engraved 
in it, in a bell  from a kohen’s gown, I will show 
you all these signs.
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have enough faith? You don’t believe? Here it is 
in the bedrock of mountains!

Because G-d wants us to have the strength to 
stand up and tell the world: Never again.

Never again.

Nobody will ever take it away. It’s ours forever.

Rabbi Tzvi Yehuda Kook zt”l (the late iconic 
Zionist rabbinic leader, head of Merkaz Harav 
Yeshiva) put on his Sabbath clothing and 
went out after the signing of the San Remo 
Agreement acknowledging the rights of the 
Jewish people to the Land of Israel, and the 
clowns and traitors in the street started 
harassing him and asking, why are you wearing 
Sabbath clothes, bigdei shabbos?

He said to them what our Sages said:

Kol hamisabel al yerushalayim zoche veroe 
et simchata - he who mourns for Jerusalem’s 
[destruction] merits seeing its rejoicing

And he continued, saying to them that the 
obvious question is, why does it say “in its 
rejoicing”

Why doesn’t it say that he who mourns its 
destruction merits seeing its reconstruction? 
its buildings?

And he explained to them that it is because 
every am haaretz, ignoramus, can see a 
building, but only those who were misabel, 
those who cared enough to mourn, will see the 
true rejoicing of Jerusalem.

I once asked a crowd of 10,000 non-Jews, 
which of them can name the biblical spies who 
came back with a negative report [about the 
Holy Land]. And 10000 people sat quiet

Then I asked them who can name the two who 
came back with a positive report - and ten 
thousand people got up from their chairs and 
yelled Caleb and Joshua over and over again!

And then I said to them: That’s the lesson 
of history. Those who stand with Israel are 
remembered forever. Those who speak against 
Israel are written out of history and will not be 
remembered.

But the one precondition G-d said for every 
miracle that occurred to the Jewish people, 
and there was only one thing that was a 
precondition, is unity, achdut.

From when we stood at Mount Sinai as “one 
people with one heart,” in the words of our 
Sages, to the time when Queen Esther told 
Mordecai to “gather all the Jews together” to 
fast for her success, lech knos et kol hayehudim.

It is in every miracle, in the rescue of Ethiopian 
jews, of Russian jews, of Syrian Jews - achdut is 
the  one thing G-d demands of us and all of us 
have to work to see that this is the case.

We must stop destroying the Temple, the Beit 
Hamikdash! How soon it would have been built 
had we behaved differently!

Achdut is the one precondition and this is 
something we can do, each of us can contribute 
to it.

If we look back and learn the lessons of the past, 
then our children and grandchildren and their 
grandchildren will thank us for keeping their 
heritage, their morasha, safe for them -

Their heritage, morasha, the heritage of Israel, 
not just their inheritance, yerusha -

They will thank us for keeping it safe for them 
and for all generations to come.
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everyone- man, woman and child eagerly 
awaited his arrival..  I and all the young boys 
stood at the entrance to the town holding 
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arrived- we looked up, raised our eyes…in 
the distance we saw clouds of dust rising in 
the air..
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but those horses, those horses… he would 
never forget..!
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meats.. for if we do , we have then lost the 
forest for the tree’s.
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But there is a higher level- let’s take a glimpse 
at the inner workings of our world and look at 
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If we truly believe what we say in our prayers 
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K’vodo).. then even the physical can become 
and even overtake the spiritual.

To this end, the Meor Enayim in Parshas 
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deeper level..for he understands fully that we 
are human beings.
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it.. Make no mistake, the world of spirituality 
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with our families. 
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but by no means do they have a monopoly 
on holiness.
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The Night the Lights Burned On
By Rabbi M. Zelunka
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Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

shiur on hilchos milach 
given last week 

at the night kollel 
by Rabbi Nison Mozes.
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RABBI YY JACOBSON WILL BE HAVING A FARBRENGEN
 in Bais Chabad (20 Forshay Rd. Upstairs)  on the second day 
of Yom Tov after Mincha. Maariv will follow the Farbrengen


