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SHABBOS ZMANIM

SHACHRIS

20 Minutes before Neitz   
M 6:17   l   T 6:16  l   W 6:14   l   T 6:13

MINCHA & MAARIV

12 Minutes Before Pelag 
M 5:50   l    T 5:51   l    W 5:52

12 Minutes Before Shkia 
M 7:10   l    T 7:11  l    W 7:12

SHUL SCHEDULE 

APRIL 02 -- 05
NEITZ IS   6:37 am - 6:33 am
PELAG IS  6:02 pm - 6:04 pm
SHKIA IS   7:22pm - 7:24 pm

MAGEN AVRAHAM 
9:13 AM – 9:10 AM

GRA- BAAL HATANYA
9:49 AM –  9:46 AM

סוף זמן
קריאת שמע

Dear Kehilla,
Every year on the eve of 
Pesach after a wonderful 
Seder we lie in bed 

falling asleep and there is something else 
different from all other nights; we don’t say 
Shema.  As we know, its “lail shemurim l’bnei 
Yisrael” a time that Hashem will watch us so 
we don’t need the extra protection that we 
normally receive from saying the Shema.  How 
is it that the Shema protects us? Do we need 
a special Kavana(thoughts) to receive that 
protection? Is it a magical Segula? Why is it that 
we say Shema just twice a day, if it protects us 
we should say it many other times?

The Medrash that Rashi quotes teaches us that  
the moment that Yaakov and Yosef  met after 22 
years of being apart, Yosef cried on his father’s 
shoulders  and Yaakov recited the Shema. We 
can only imagine the emotional scene of the 
most powerful king reuniting with his father after 
so many years, the paparazzi taking millions of 
pictures, headlines in every newspaper around 
the world. But the question is, why was Yaakov 
reciting Shema at this amazing time? Did he, 
chas v’shalom, miss minyan on that day? Could 
he have not better worked out his schedule so 
that he would be finished reciting his shema of 
the day and fully concentrate on the reunion of 
his dearest son?

The minhag by Sephardic Jews is to say Patach 
Eliyahu before Mincha and in that special tefilah 
Eliyahu Hanavi says we know that Hashem 
is full of Chochma but we will never know his 
wisdom in totality. We know he is mighty but we 
will never know all of his strength. The only thing 
we can know from Hashem in it’s entirety is his 
attributes of his Unity (his oneness). The reason 
is in his wisdom or strength the more we know, 
we realize we know nothing. It constantly grows 
exponentially from our ability to comprehend. 
But Hashem’s unity we can perceive because 
it’s the accumulation of all life experiences 
that we have, that are even conflicting with 
one another, are all Hashem. His Unity is like 
all of our comprehensions of Hashem coming 
to an inward point, whereas his strengths 
and wisdoms get wider and wider. This is the 
meaning of Shema Yisrael -accept or hear 
Israel, Hashem- the attribute of mercy, Elokeinu- 
the attribute of judgment, Hashem Achod- they 
are one. It is the understanding that all of our 
life’s experiences are kindness from Hashem.

 That is why Yaakov Avinu said Shema at that 
moment when he met Yosef. It was the most 
appropriate pasuk to say as he experienced 
firsthand all the years of pain was now clarified 
as the greater good.  The message of the 
absolute unity of Hashem became so alive 
for him at that instant and he expressed it by 
saying Shema.

Throughout the night of the Seder we live this 
reality of seeing how everything Hashem does 
is all good for that is the story of the Hagada. 
We were pained in Egypt but we exited much 
stronger. We grew tremendously, it’s the process 
of hardening steel; the more you bang on it, 
the harder it becomes. This was known as Kor 
Habarzel and it made us worthy to be Hashems 
nation.  When you are living in Hashems unity on 
the night of Pesach you don’t need to additionally 
recite it because we are experiencing it and being 
it.  This is the reason we don’t say Shema on the 
night of the Seder, and this is how we are different 
than on all other nights. The protection of the 
Shema is the constant reminder that everything is 
all good; we can’t get hurt as Hashem is guiding 
everything.  Shema is not some kind of spell or 
magic. We recite the Shema every morning in 
preparation for the day to keep the awareness 
that all is one and all is good.  We recite Shema 
when we go to sleep and we reflect over our day 
and see how things worked out, how life mends 
and heals B”H.  We can rest knowing we are in the 
hands of Hashem and it’s all good.

 May we be zoche, this year, to open the door 
and greet Eliyahu Hanavi who will share with us 
the good news of the final redemption which will 
enable us to live constantly in the unity of Hashem 

Chag Kasher Vshameah
Aaron Lankry
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Why is there a prohibition against breaking the bone of the korban 
Pesach? Sounds like a strange commandment.
What sort of minhag is it to teach our kids to ‘steal’ the afikoman? Is 
this the chinuch we are supposed to be enlightening our kids with 
on the most important night of the year? Indeed, there are several 
great rabbis who maintain that this is indeed the wrong message 
and Rav Shlomo Zalman Z”l points out that one should not even 
mention anything about stealing at the seder. So what is it all about?
Why is it that when we break the middle matzoh, the bigger piece 
goes for the afikoman and the smaller one for the ‘Ha Lachma 
Anya?’ And what really is the meaning of the statement regarding 
Ha Lachma Anya?
The answers to all of the above queries appear as part of a concept 
that is beautifully developed by the Netziv Sefer Shmos. The Netziv 
addresses the question of why we are required to drink four cups 
of wine. After all, if it is simply to recognize the four languages of 
redemption we could have used four eggs or peppers or anything 
for that matter. The Netziv explains that wine is an example in our 
physical world that causes a person to go from one state of mind to 
the next. This is only a mashal and I am in no way advocating that 
my readers get drunk or high on wine. Rather it is a reference to the 
different spiritual stages that help us experience the advancement 
of Yedia, i.e. the knowledge of Hashem which help us to rise up 
higher and higher until the very last cup when we totally connect 
to Hashem. In fact, one of my favorite explanations for drinking a 
5th cup of wine hit me one year when we were discussing how the 
mitzvah of Emunah and Bitachon are woven into the Haggada and 
how each paragraph is another piece of the puzzle that defines the 
seven Steps of Bitachon, beginning with the concept that Hashem 
loves us and ending with the idea that Hashem’s goodness is 
eternal and is bestowed upon us even when we don’t really deserve 
it. He does this because it is the very purpose of creation. Hashem 
is good and He wanted us to share in His goodness. In order to 
appreciate this gift, however, we must go through many difficult 
tests in life.
The Chinuch writes that kings don’t eat the bones of the Korban 
Pesach because it is beneath a person of royalty to appear hungry. 
At the Pesach seder, instead of eating a delicious roasted lamb 
we replace it with the last piece of matzah. With that, we remind 
ourselves of the purpose of life and how we are expected to collect 
as many merits as possible in order to be worthy and receive 
Hashem’s goodness. The reason we do not eat anything after the 
afikoman is so that the sweet taste of Judaism remain with us for 
the whole year.
Now we understand why we break the afikoman in the manner we 
do. First we eat the larger piece that represents where we want 
to reach in life and we put away the smaller piece. The sequence 
reminds us that we were poor and ignorant at the beginning of the 
night but together with the children and the family we are able to 
reach the highest level of connection with and trust in Hashem.
And what’s the idea of the afikoman hiding? R Chaim explains that 
the Korban Pesach is a sacrifice that is part of Kodshim and since 
the rule is that one is not allowed to be mesiach daas to forget the 
korban, therefore one must watch it closely. R. Chaim posits that 
this is the reason a father ‘hides’ the afikoman and the kids search 
for it—to ensure that the father isn’t loosing site of it. 
This particular korban embraces the purpose of the whole night and 
it is for this reason that we make a big deal about watching it.
Shabbat and Chag Kasher Vesmeach

Rabbi Daniel Aron Coren

Pesach at the King’s Table

New schedule in 
Rabbi Coren's Office 
5:30 to 6:00 	 MInhag Yisroel Torah
6:25 to 7:25 	 Daf Yomi
7:30 to 8:00 	 Shachris
8:00 to 8:20 	 Tamid
8:20 to 9:00  	 Megilah
9:00 to 10:00 	 Daf Yomi
10:00 to 10:30 	 Mishna Berura
10:30 to 11:00 	 Pirush Tefilah

“ it will be when your son will ask you .....
The חז״ל say that the word והיה

connotes שמחה.
This פסוק is telling us , that when our children ask us 

“ where do we get שמחה from ? “ Answer ( לאמר )
them , “ מחר “ , the way to come to שמחה is by being 
positive & never stopping to think about a better “ 

tomorrow “ ! ( a FRESH NEW START )
Wishing you all a very שמחת יום טוב , along with it 

being shared.

Avi Weinberg
Contact us at 

Happinessbyaviw@gmail.com 

SIMCHAS HACHAIM : 
OUR MOST PRECIOUS POSSESSION.

BY SHALOM BER MUNITZ

The Alter Rebbe (Baal HaTanya) declared: The matza of the first evening 
of Pesach is called the Food of Faith; the matza of the second evening is 
called the Food of Healing. 

When healing brings faith then clearly there has been illness.  When 
faith brings healing, there is no illness to start with.

====Hayom Yom Nisan 15

MATZAH STREGNTHENS YOUR EMUNAH

CAMP SUMMER JOBS  
A Fantastic Summer Experience 

Junior Counselors 11-12 Year Old Girls 
Senior Counselors High School Age Girls 

 

Well Established Back Yard Camp 
If you love children you will love this job 

Please Leave your Name & Number at : 845-548-3496 
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by Lazer Scheiner

Chol Hamoed ( A brief overview)

The Ritva (Moed Katan 13a s.v. Ela Amar Rav Ashi) asserts that 
the objective of the Chol Hamoed work restrictions is to remove 
obstacles to proper Simchas Yom Tov. On the other hand, Halacha 
permits certain labor activities on Chol Hamoed to facilitate 
Simchas Yom Tov.

Accordingly, the nature of the Chol Hamoed restrictions 
fundamentally differs from the prohibition to work on Shabbat 
and Yom Tov. The prohibition to work on Shabbat and Yom Tov 
is not utilitarian in nature. Thus, the Halacha forbids Melacha on 
Shabbat and Yom Tov in all circumstances except for danger to 
life. The prohibition to perform certain work on Chol Hamoed, on 
the other hand, is practical in nature. Its purpose is to create an 
atmosphere of Simchas Yom Tov. Work is permitted if it serves to 
enhance Simchas Yom Tov. 

The Basic Principles - Permitted Activities

The five basic rules of permitted labor on Chol Hamoed are as 
follows. Halacha permits one to engage in work in order to avoid a 
loss (Davar Haaveid) if it does not involve excessive effort (Tircha 
Yeteira). The aforementioned Ritva explains that if work would 
be forbidden in this circumstance one would worry about the loss 
and be unable to enjoy the Yom Tov. One may perform work for 
Chol Hamoed or Yom Tov needs (Tzorchei Hamoed). One may fix 
certain broken items in a makeshift manner (Maaseh Hedyot). One 
may employ a poor worker who does not have sufficient funds 
to purchase his Yom Tov needs. One may engage in labor that is 
necessary for the community. 

The Basic Principles - Forbidden Activities

The basic five categories of forbidden labor on Chol Hamoed are 
as follows. Generally, one may not engage in work that involves 
considerable effort if no concern for monetary loss exists. One 
may not perform such work that is not needed for Yom Tov or 
Chol Hamoed.

One may not fix a broken item in a professional manner (Maaseh 
Uman). One may not perform labor that one deliberately delegated 
for Chol Hamoed (Keevein Melachto Lamoed). Finally, one may 
not perform work that involves excessive effort even if one will 
incur a loss if he does not perform this labor on Chol Hamoed.

Using Vacation Days on Chol Hamoed

Rav Moshe Feinstein rules that it is preferable to forego one's 
summer vacation and use his vacation days to avoid the need to 
work on Chol Hamoed. However, if one needs to take his vacation 
during the summer, he is permitted to do so. Rav Ovadia Yosef 
(Yalkut Yosef 5:512) rejects Rav Moshe's leniency. 

Permissible Activities

Rav Moshe permits recreational fishing and music lessons on 
Chol Hamoed. Recreational activities are entirely in keeping with 
the spirit of Chol Hamoed. The Jerusalem Talmud (Moed Katan 
chapter 2, cited in Tosafot Chagigah 18a s.v. Cholo Shel Moed) 
states that Chol Hamoed is time for recreation and Torah study. 
The Jerusalem Talmud, though, castigates those who spend all of 
Chol Hamoed involved in recreational activities and do not devote 
considerable time to Torah study.

Contemporary examples of Davar Haaved include selling stocks 
because he fears that the stock will soon lose value, writing a 
check for Tzedaka (the donor may not be willing or able to make 
the donation after Yom Tov), and writing a receipt for a donation 
if the donor requests one (the donor might not otherwise make 
the donation). Rav Moshe permits one to purchase an item on 
sale if the sale is not a regular event. Rav Moshe even permits one 
to buy even a non-essential item on sale that he would not have 
purchased had the store not conducted a sale.

As with all Halachic questions, always ask a Rav

Snap Shot On The ParshaBerach’s 
CornerRabbi Steinfeld

Pesach Matza Marror
By: Rabbi Berach Steinfeld

Pesach, matza, and marror are the three main focuses of the 
Haggada. The Emek Bracha brings down from the Griz that 
when Reb Chaim Brisker would say these three things in the 
Haggada, he would explain that there are three differences 
between the mitzvah of “sippur” and “zechira” of Yetzias 
Mitzrayim. Firstly, “sippur” is done via questions and answers. 
Secondly, “sippur” requires the entire story, including the 
parts that may not be flattering. That is why we are “maschil 
bignus umesayem bishvach” (we start with the bad and finish 
with the praise.) The third way that makes “sippur” different 
from “zechira” is that we are required to explain the reason we 
do things the entire night of the seder, hence the explanation 
of Rabban Gamliel who said that one is not yotzeh the whole 
seder unless he explains Pesach, Matza, and Marror.

The Maharsha in Pesachim, daf kuf tes vov, amud bais 
asks why is the explanation of why we do the mitzvah so 
important here? We do not find this concept concerning other 
mitzvos; making the bracha is usually sufficient to fulfill the 
commandment.

This can be explained by defining the many different types 
of mitzvos. There are chukim, mishpatim, eidus and pikudim. 
The Redak in Tehillim, Perek Kuf Yud Tesexplains that the 
mitzvos called eidus are mitzvos that are done to remind us 
of something. Shabbos, Yomim Tovim, tzitzis and tefillin are 
all done to remind us of something. The Avudraham, Maharal 
and the Gra all say that the mitzvos are here as a testimony, 
“eidus,” that there were nissim that happened when we were 
taken out of Mitzrayim. With this explanation we could say 
that when we say Pesach, matza or marror al shum ma, it is 
not explaining the reason for the mitzvah. It is part and parcel 
of the eidus of what this mitzvah is supposed to remind us. 
That is an explanation why the sippur yetzias Mitzrayim is 
called the “haggada.” It is the lashon of haggadas eidus. It 
would therefore be very understandable why we need to say 
the three things for Pesach, matza and marror since it serves 
as eidus and is part of the mitzvah of sippur yetzias Mitzrayim. 
This is why we need to have them in front of us when we say 
the sippur of the haggada.

The Rosh explores why we don’t need a bracha before the 
sippur. He explains that there are many mitzvos that are done 
to remind us about yetzias Mitzrayim. All the yomim tovim 
are a zecher for yetzias Mitzrayim. The Torah commands us 
to execute actions as a reminder of yetzias Mitzrayim. The 
haggada is an elaboration and explanation of the mitzvah 
since it provides the necessary questions and answers, but 
the ikkar mitzvah of “sippur” is really the activities that we do 
to remind us of the “sippur.” With this understanding, we can 
answer the Maharsha’s question. We are not giving reason 
as to why we do the mitzvos. We are just doing the mitzvah 
of “sippur yetzias Mitzrayim” with the proper props and we 
therefore need to explain the eidus while we do the mitzvah. 
So our saying the haggada is actually a hagaddas eidus and 
not a reason for doing the mitzvah.

May we all be zocheh to do the “sippur” with the Korban 
Pesach in front of us.
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The Jewish father calls his son a couple of days before 
Passover and says, “David, I hate to ruin your day, but 
I must tell you that your mother and I are divorcing - 
forty-five years of misery is enough.”

“What are you talking about?” David screams.

“We can’t stand the sight of each other any longer, 
We’re sick of each other, and I’m sick of talking about 
this, so you call your sister Shirley and let her know.”

Frantic, the son calls Shirley, who explodes on 
the phone .”No way are my loving parents getting 
divorced!” she shouts.

She calls Dad immediately and screams - - “Dad, you 
are not getting divorced! Don’t do anything until we 
get there. I’m calling David back and we’ll be there 
tomorrow. Do you hear me?” and she hangs up.

The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. 
“Great,” he says, “they’re coming home for Passover 
and paying their own way.”

An Opportunity

The Passover Seder is an opportunity that provides 
us with the energy to access freedom in our personal 
and collective lives. It consists of an intense fifteen-
step program, a blue print toward psychological, 
emotional and spiritual liberation. Below is a brief 
description of the meditation, consciousness and 
inner work reflected during each of the fifteen steps.

Kadesh -- reciting Kiddush, designating the time as 
sacred:

Designate a space in your psyche that is sacred, pure, 
innocent, curious and child-like. Without this step, 
there is too much static in your life to allow for real 
listening, introspection and growth.

Urchatz -- washing the hands:

Clean your hands from their involvement in un-
cleanliness. Cleanse your life from active lying, 
cheating, betraying, immoral relationships, 
destructive addictions, etc. No liberation is possible 
without this step.

Karpas -- eating a vegetable dipped in salt water:

The vegetable growing low from the ground, on 
which we make a blessing “He created fruit from the 
ground,” symbolizes the body, created from earth 
(Adamah). The prerequisite for spiritual liberation is 
to recognize that your body and all of its dispositions 
are a means to an end; they need to be submerged 
in the waters of inspiration and Torah. Do not allow 
your cravings and appetites to define you; you must 
define them. Do not allow them to take you hostage, 
but see them as a means for your journey. They are 
here to be defined and explained by you.

Yachatz -- breaking the middle matzah:

Humility, vulnerability is the message of this fourth 
step. You must have people in your life with whom 
you are completely open, honest and vulnerable. 
The fake sense of “I am whole,” is the greatest 
obstacle to genuine liberation.

Magid -- reciting the Haggadah:

Tell the story; teach the story. Study, learn, and learn 
some more. It expands your horizons, challenges 
your ego, and brings you to a deeper place inside of 
yourself. Do not let a day pass without some serious 
learning time.

Rochtzah -- washing the hands:

Wash your hands again. The arrogance that may 
come post-learning is very dangerous. This is the 
“religious” and “scholarly” pompousness, of “I know 
it all,” and I am “holier than thou.” Remain humble, 
real and authentic.

Motzei -- reciting the blessing HaMotzi, “He 
extracted bread from the earth”:

Extract. Now you are in the position of extracting the 
opportunities, the “sparks,” in everything you come 
in contact with or anything you own. Judaism does 
not advocate shunning the world or asceticism, but 
to utilize all of our gifts and extract the productive 
and meaningful possibilities inherent in them.

Matzah -- reciting the blessing on the matzah and 
eating it:

The Talmud describes Matzah as “bread of 
poverty.” Extract the possibilities in your life, but 
maintain perspective and balance. Do not live 
like a narcissistic glutton, who feels that heshe 
must maintain the most luxurious lifestyle. Even if 
you were blessed with wealth, cherish simplicity, 
refinement and modesty. If you are not wealthy, 
do not feel pressured to mimic your neighbors or 
friends. Do things according to your capacity. Let 
your dignity shine from within. People will love you 
much more this way. Don’t try to impress people; 
become comfortable with yourself internally, and 
the people around you will feel comfortable.

Maror -- eating the bitter herbs:

Empathy. Now you can begin to discover the 
greatest gift of life: To be there for another human 
being. To be able to look somebody in the eyes and 
say, “I am here for you,” and really mean it and live 
it.

Korach -- eating a sandwich of matzah and maror 
(in ancient times together with the Passover lamb):

Life is a roller-coaster of Pesach, Matzah and Maror 
(the Passover lamb, the unleavened bread and 
the biter herbs) -- rich moments, bland moments 

Your 15-Step 
Program Toward 
Inner Liberation

Let your Seder this Year be Transformative

and bitter moments. Liberation comes when 
we discover the art of sandwiching all the 
components of our life into a single mosaic. 
Life is a single journey that encompasses 
all three dimensions. Like the professional 
surfer, navigate the waves.

 

Shulchan Orach – setting the table, eating 
the festive meal:

Develop a good feeling for hospitality of 
guests and helping other people. Don’t 
analyze the guests when they leave your 
home. Remember: Your children will not wish 
to invite guests to their homes if they know 
how much you really loath having guests.

Tzafun -- eating the hidden afikoman:

At this point in the Seder, we eat and enjoy 
the hidden Afikoman. At this point in your life, 
there is “hidden stuff” that may yet emerge. 
Like the layers of an onion, when you peel 
one layer, a new one emerges. Do not get 
frightened or depressed; on the contrary, 
now that you have achieved so much, new 
hidden skeletons might come out, since you 
are now capable of dealing with them. Enjoy 
the challenge. Also, this reminds you that you 
still need G-d.

 Beirach -- reciting grace:

Now you can begin to bless G-d for every 
moment, encounter and experience in your 
life.

 Halel -- reciting psalms of praise:

Now, you begin to express praise for every 
moment. Nothing is taken for granted. Every 
breath you take and every move you make is 
an opportunity for praise and thanksgiving.

 Nitrtzah – Our service is pleasing to G-d:

But really, does anybody care? In the big 
picture, are we not smaller than specks of 
dust? Why the bother?

The answer: Nirtzah. G-d’s desire in creating 
the world was that we build a personal, 
intimate relationship with Him and that we 
transform our animal soul and our world 
into a Divine abode. Sure, you can ask many 
questions, but at the end of day, this is what 
your Creator desires. Nirtzah! Embrace it and 
love it.

Next Year in Jerusalem!

*) This article is based on the Hagadah of the 
Chida and on various writings of Mussar and 
Chasidism. My thanks to my brother Rabbi 
Simon Jacobson for his “15 steps.”
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In discussing the halachos of selling the 
chometz, the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (141:1) 
makes an important point. The first and 
foremost thing is to understand that it is 
not a ceremony, rather a transaction and 
one must really mean to sell the chometz. 
In fact, the poskim discuss the validity of 
the sale if a person doesn’t realize what 
he is doing, and thinks that it is just a 
ceremony. 

Itemizing

Many rabbanim will require the seller to 
itemize the specific chametz that he is 
selling. In fact, the Biur Halacha (Siman 
448 d”h b’davar) stipulates that one should 
not just write that he is selling all of the 
chometz that is in his house, because that 
is too vague as to what is being sold and 
what is its value. Rather, he writes that 
one should be more specific as to what he 
is selling.

There is another advantage that can be 
gained from itemizing the chometz. There 
are many people who will come to the 
Rav, thinking that they do not have any 
chometz, and are selling, just in case they 
missed something. But, by reading the 
different items listed on the shtar, they 
realize that there are things that can be 
chometz that they were unaware off, and, 
in fact, they actually do have chometz.

Another point to mention is that one 
should only check off the food-items that 
he really has. This will help that the sale 
should be as real as possible.

If one was not careful to specific the exact 
items that he is selling, the poskim write 
that it will not be an issue. Since the Rav 
is selling on everyone’s behalf, he makes 
sure to add in all types of chometz, and 
that will suffice to ensure that the sale is 
legitimate.

If the Rav itemizes too many things and 
some of those things are not there, that 
should seemingly invalidate the entire 
sale. However, the Rabanim add a clause 
into the shtar that stipulates that each 
part of the sale should work even if there 

are parts that are not. There will also 
help in case one of the sellers did his 
sale in an invalid manner, that it will 
not invalidate the sale of the others.

Writing the Value

The Biur Halacha adds that one 
should not just write that he is selling 
all of the chometz in the house, he 
should write the approximate value of 
the chometz. But, he adds that if they 
write in the shtar that they will have 
the chometz evaluated after Pesach 
by experts, to see how much it is 
worth, that will also be sufficient.

In Igros Moshe, Rav Moshe writes that 
he is not so excited about this option, 
since it still lacks in clarity as to what 
is being sold. It is therefore better to 
write an approximate value.

But one thing is clear. One must write 
some amount in the shtar; if someone 
writes that the chometz has no value, 
then the entire sale looks like a joke, 
since the items being sold have no 
value.

Access to the chometz

The Mishna Berura points out that 
since one is selling the chometz to the 
non-Jew, one must write the location 
where the chometz is located, in order 
for the buyer to be able to get to it if 
he wants. In addition, the non-Jew has 
to have access to the chometz that 
he bought. If he has no access to the 
chometz, then the sale is no more 
than a joke. This can be accomplished 
by leaving a key with Rav or finding 
another option that he can gain entry 
to the chometz, if he so desires.

Some rabanim even send the buyer on 
Pesach to some of the sellers’ homes 
to take some chometz in order to 
make the sale look as real as possible.

In fact, the Biur Halacha discusses the 
scenario of the non-Jew, who starting 
drinking up the shnopse that was sold 

with the chometz and there was concern 
that he would not be able to pay for what 
he was taking

Going to the Rav in person

It is important to realize that the Rav is 
merely an agent to sell the chometz for 
the owner and the Rav is not buying 
any of the chometz. Since the Rav is not 
purchasing anything, we may wonder 
why he makes a kinyan. The Rambam 
(Mechira 5:11-13) writes that when 
one appoints an agent to perform a 
transaction no kinyan is necessary. That 
being the case, why does the Rav make 
a kinyan with the owner of the chometz? 
In truth, however, the Rambam, later, 
adds that although it is not technically 
necessary, a kinyan is used to show that 
the appointment is not a joke, and that 
one really means it. 

Since it is only does as an extra, the 
appointment can be done, if necessary, 
without any kinyan, even over the 
telephone. Similarly, someone who 
cannot come to the Rav in person can 
send the shtar with someone else, who 
will sign the shtar, stipulating that they 
are signing on the behalf of the other 
person. However, in this case, it would 
be preferable to have the owner of the 
chometz fill out the shtar and then send 
it in. That way the owner of the chometz 
can check off the specific chometz items 
that are applicable and that they wish to 
sell.

In conclusion

One should specify what chometz he is 
selling, its approximate value, and the 
place that it is located. Furthermore, it 
is imperative that the buyer has access 
to the chometz and it is preferable to 
make the Rav a shaliach in person, with 
a kinyan.

Wishing you a Wonderful Shabbos and a 
Chag Kosher V’Sameiach,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner

What the seller has to know when selling the chometz
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An Amazing Miracle 
Experienced in person 
by Rabbi Leib Kelemen                       Chapter 3

Trying to get the Baby on a flight out Leib talks to his 
travel agent

As I heard Sassi relay this information, my 
mind began to race. In no way did I have the 
means to afford this. “Sassi,” I half-jokingly 
said, “$50,000, that’s no problem.” “But you 
still have another problem,” she continued. 
“The second-best doctor is in New York, 
while the best doctor is in LA. If you take 
tomorrow night’s flight, which is what Rabbi 
Firer suggested, El Al flies from Tel Aviv to 
New York. You are going to get arrested in 
New York, and the kid is never going to make 
it to LA.” “So what are we going to do?” I said 
in a cry of exasperation. “What I therefore 
did was book you on a second flight to LA. 
There is a second flight which leaves twelve 
hours later and goes through Tel Aviv direct 
on a Swiss air flight to LA. It is a great flight 
because you will not get arrested until you 
are in LA. Which do you prefer? Leave twelve 
hours earlier and risk getting arrested in New 
York and not making it to LA, or twelve hours 
later and getting to the very best doctor in 
LA?”
I had no idea what to say. The doctor had 
clearly told me that my son could drop any 
minute and that time was of the essence. 
On the other hand, if I would get to the best 
doctor, it could make a big difference. So 
I took both options. “Sassi,” I said, “can you 
hold both reservations?” “Leib, don’t worry 
about it. You got two reservations. Just let me 
know what you decide.” “Very good,” I said, 
“thank you very much.”
Heading back to the doctor, I informed 
him of my options. We were then told that 
Shaare Zedek required that the baby fly with 
a surgeon on board, in case, G-d forbid, an 
emergency situation would arise. “We cannot 
release the baby,” the doctor said, “until you 
find such a person who can accompany the 
child. We can help with that if you would like.” 
Both Chana and I nodded our heads. And 
with that, we bid the doctor good night and 
headed out the door of the pediatric ICU.
By the time we arrived home, it was 2:30 am. 
My wife, who had recently given birth, was 
exhausted and almost instantly fell asleep. I, 
though, couldn’t sleep. Instead, I kept pacing 
back and forth in my hallway. But then the 
phone rang. It was 3:00 am. Running for the 
phone, I immediately picked it up in a panic. 
And then I heard a woman scream. “Give 
me Kelemen! Give me Kelemen!” “This is 
Kelemen,” I said, “what’s wrong?” “Don’t you 
have a sick kid?” said the voice on the other 
end of the line. “Yeah.” “Aren’t you trying to fly 
out of the country tomorrow night?” “Yeah,” 
I said again. “Well, don’t you know that you 

cannot fly out of this country without a 
passport.” “You’re right,” I said. “By the way, 
who are you?”
After telling me her name, she went on 
to explain. “I am the Head of the Misrad 
Ha’Penim, Department of the Interior, and I 
am the one who issues passports. Tomorrow 
morning, my office opens at 8:30 am. But 
when it opens, I have to go to Tel Aviv. If you 
can therefore come to my house at 7:30, 
we will be able to complete all the passport 
paperwork by 8:30 and you can then fly your 
child out of the country tomorrow night.” 
“Okay,” I said, “thank you very much.” “But 
don’t be late!” she shouted, “and don’t forget 
to bring all your paperwork, because if I do 
not issue this passport, it will take you three 
days.” 
A few hours later, after Chana and I had slept 
for just a short while, we shot over to the 
hospital to check on the baby. As we began 
making our way towards the ICU, I noticed 
a familiar man walking down the hall in our 
direction. It was the doctor who had checked 
us in the night before. As soon he made eye 
contact with us, he froze. “Mr. Kelemen,” he 
said, “you are a very lucky man.” “Why am I 
lucky?” “Last night when we checked your 
baby in, we did an echocardiogram. Yet, 
later last night after you left, we replayed the 
echo here in the ICU, and noticed that with 
every beat of your child’s heart, the ductus 
arteriosus was closing.” “So what does that 
mean?” I panicked. “Since we started your kid 
on IVs, the ductus arteriosus has frozen half 
open and half closed. Your son is in critical 
condition, but at the moment is stable.” At 
that moment, all I could ask for was one 
thing. “Can I see my son?”
As the doctor allowed us in, Chana and I 
walked over to what appeared to be a big box 
with the faint shadow of a baby. Although we 
couldn’t see much, we sat there until 7:10 am, 
at which point we told the doctor we were 
going to leave. Heading downstairs, we got 
into a taxi and wound our way over to the 
Department of Interior.
Knock, knock. A second later, Chana and I 
heard a very nervous sounding voice. “Come 
in! Come in!” I proceeded to open the door, 
only to find a lady sitting at her desk fidgeting 
anxiously. “Come here quickly!” she urged. 
“We have very little time!” Since I did not 
know which paperwork I would need, I just 
about brought along my whole life in a file. 
She began to request numerous different 
papers, all of which I handed her one after 
another. As my wife and I tirelessly worked 
on signing one paper after another, the 
woman all of a sudden looked up at me. 

“Okay, please give me the Certificate of Life 
and Birth from the hospital.” I began to sift 
through my large file for the certificate, but I 
didn’t see it. I looked again, but still nothing. 
“Give me the Certificate of Life and Birth! 
Give me the Certificate of Life and Birth!” she 
anxiously yelled.
At this point, my eyesight was blurred and I 
couldn’t see straight. “Chana,” I said, “could you 
please look through this?” Chana went on to 
look through all the papers herself, but came 
up empty-handed. “Leib,” she whispered, “it’s 
not here.” “Chana, it’s got to be there.” “Leib, 
I’m telling you, it’s not here.” As the lady heard 
us going back and forth, she once and for all 
screamed as loud as she could, ““Give me the 
Certificate of Life and Birth!” I now felt that 
there was no other option. I leaned over her 
desk and simply dumped the entire file out. 
As countless papers scattered all over the 
place, Chana and I continued to look through 
everything, but still couldn’t find it. And then 
I remembered.
The night before we checked the baby into 
the ICU, I had turned over all my son’s files 
to Shaare Zedek. “Ma’am,” I said, “if you 
just call Shaare Zedek, they will give you all 
the information you need.” As I said this, 
the woman leaned back in her chair. “Mr. 
Kelemen, I am sorry but I cannot help you.” 
“What do you mean?” I said. “You can call 
Shaare Zedek; they have the certificate.” “Mr. 
Kelemen, I told you to bring all the papers. I 
have to see the hard copy of this certificate. I 
am sorry.” But I did not give up. “That’s not a 
problem. They can fax it to you.” “Mr. Kelemen, 
I am sorry, but I have to see the original.” At 
this point, I could take it no longer. Leaning 
over the desk, I said, “Do you understand that 
if you fail to issue this passport, you are killing 
my kid?” She looked up at me. “Mr. Kelemen, 
I told you to bring all your papers. Don’t be 
dramatic.”
By now, it was useless talking to her. We 
were getting nowhere. It was now eight 
minutes to 8 am, and she planned on leaving 
at 8:30. “Let’s go,” I told Chana. “Where are 
you going?” interrupted the woman. “We are 
going to Shaare Zedek to get that certificate 
you need.” All the woman could do was stare 
at me with anger and frustration. “We have 
eighteen minutes to get there and twenty 
minutes to get back. Maybe we will make it.” 
But the woman was not in the least amused. 
“I don’t think you understand. I am walking 
out the door at 8:30.” “Fine,” I said. And with 
that, Chana and I bolted out the door. Baruch 
Hashem, a taxi within moments pulled up to 
the curb and we hopped in. “Quick, Shaare 
Zedek!” I yelled.

Continued next week
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Thanks to Righteous (and Not Nervous) 
Women We Were Redeemed

The path to redemption is through 
the destruction of the Chametz within us

Rabbanit Chedva Levi 
The moment has come for clarity and deliberation. Prepare your pure 
heart to receive the tremendous spiritual abundance that descends 
on the night of the holiday.

Pesach - the holiday of redemption, teaches us that there are 
two elements that complement one another: The foundation of 
destroying the Chametz, and the foundation of freedom. These are 
the conditions for redemption, and we will take these two elements 
with us as daily work for the entire year.

1. “Elimination of Chametz” : This is the moment when you actually 
burn the Chametz that is hidden in the cracks of your heart, the 
feelings of missed opportunity in your life. All the places that made 
you make a sour face, the foreign influences on your soul, the masks 
you hide behind, the arguments and anger that weighed so heavily 
on your pure heart.

Take a pen and a pen and write all the things you want to get rid of. 
Make a small fire (carefully) and insert a note after a note, to see how 
you burn the evil from within you.

“I forgive ... that has been in my heart for so many years, and I release 
it from my heart immediately with a sense of wholeness. I forgive the 
children, my neighbor and society. I ask forgiveness of myself for all 
the times I have judged myself for no fault of my own.”

From here you will come to the foundation of true “freedom,” and you 
will be able to rejoice in everything the Creator gives, and believe that 
G-d carries us on the wings of eagles. To know that you have so much 
good inside you, and that you can give with a shining face from an 
abundance of faith and hope. This is the time to pray for the children. 
If, G-d forbid, one of the children shows signs of dropping out, you 
will put it in your prayers on this night of G-d’s watchfulness that G-d 
should watch him from all evil, and G-d should remove from his pure 
heart that which is bothering it. The letters of Chametz  in Hebrew 
also spell Tzemach meaning a plant or growth. As soon as you burn 
the chametz, you can grow and nurture your inner strengths.

2. The foundation of freedom
The end of slavery, of tension and rags: If you toiled and found it - 
have faith!
Here comes the long-awaited moment. The whole family is preparing 
to sit at the table of kings, just as I wrote in one of the children’s 
songs: “My father is a king, mother is the queen, we are children in 
the kingdom of joy.”

Our Sages say: “In every generation one must see himself, as if he 
had left Egypt.” In your mind’s eye, you really need to see that you are 
coming out of the “Egypt” inside you, from all the worries, fears and 
troubles that come in bundles. You must see to it that all the troubles 
turn into baskets full of treasures!

Maimonides changes the language of the Mishnah, which says that 
one must see oneself (as coming out of Egypt, and says instead that 
“a man must show,” that is, to demonstrate; to be joyful and happy, to 
do things that evoke joy, such as eating, drinking and leaning on his 
side, as RabbiDessler writes in his wonderful book Michtav M’Eliyahu 
“- that” the hearts are drawn after the deeds. “Rabbi Nachman (the 
doctor of the soul) also states in the book of measurements that” 
by the movements of the body comes the enthusiasm of the heart. “

And therefore, precious women, this Pesach we will all go out with 
huge joy, stretch a smile, blot out signs of tiredness and begin to “fly 
on the wings of eagles”: clap hands and release the muscles that are 
sore from cleaning!

The Creator of the Universe pours infinite love and faith into our 
souls. Listen to the notes that are playing inside you, and do not 
forget to raise your eyes to heaven and say, “Father – this is all for 
you.”

 Wishing us all the joy of an eternal holiday in the complete 
redemption; As if you came out of the land of Egypt, we shall see 
wonders.

Preparing For Pesach..And Living the Dream at 
the Seder Table

Let us look back at what we had to 
experience the past few weeks and be 
realistic- we went to boot camp.. Whether 
it was cleaning, baking, peeling, preparing, 
stressing.. or maybe you closed the 
house down and headed for a warmer 
climate.. And you were shopping, packing, 
preparing, stressing...etc. You get the 
message- we are all ready for a class on 
Positive Psychology.

Positive Psychology- is the art of filling up 
our world view with everything positive 
so there is no room for or no need for 
anything negative. The benefits are 
obvious- healthy attitudes bring healthy 
outcomes.

Tracht Gut es Zan Gut.. “If you think good 
it will be good.”

The Torah as a document for living 
encourages us to be positive outlookers..
Have an Eiyan Tov, the Mishna in Pirkei 
Avos tells us.. Look at things with a 
positive eye. Harbor a Lev Tov.. shower 
the people you love with love...this is the 
recipe for all good things. What you give 
out you will get back.

The overriding feeling that our Creator 
wants only the best for us should permeate 
our very being and cause us to radiate a 
strong appreciation for all that we have! 
We must not take for granted all that we 
have and must publicly acknowledge our 
gratefulness- it is this acknowledgement 
that will make us happy and fulfilled.

As we get older, one truth becomes more 
evident with each passing day-what 
one has accumulated must be shared 
in order to be really enjoyed- a healthy 
person knows that all he has, comes 
from above, even that which seems 
painful. The yardstick by which success is 
measured leans heavily on the quality of 
appreciation. Eizehu Asheer Hasomayach 
Be Chelko- We can only be truly happy 
if we acknowledge our appreciation for 
what has been given to us by G-d.

In the reading last week of Parshas 
Tzav, the Torah speaks of 2 karbonos, 
sacrifices that differ in the times they had 
to be eaten. We have one, the Korban 
Shelomim, an offering that is voluntary, 
basically a way to eat and fulfill our 
needs..it must be totally consumed within 
2 nights and a day from when it is offered 
in the Beis Hamikdash. The Korban Todah, 
however- a sacrifice which is brought by 
those rescued from doom or beneficiaries 
of a miracle, those whose lives  have been 
uplifted and saved....Hurry up , now-  their 
sacrifice must eaten by nightfall.

The Netziv explains- When one is saved 
by a miracle- he has an obligation to thank 
the Heavens above in a public setting. The 
Todah is a large offering, and in order to 
totally finish the sacrifice- many loaves 
and much meat... one must invite a large 
crowd of his friends and neighbors to 
help him finish off this seudas Hodaah, 
otherwise he will face severe penalties for 
not finishing off within the allotted time.

G-d is telling us-This is the way of a Jew- 
we are urged to be appreciative and 
positive in all we do. It is our essence 
and the reason we are called Yehudim.. 
meaning the ones who give thanks-(from 

Hodaah- to be thankful).. We start each 
day with the words Modeh Ani--”I am 
eternally thankful to Hashem for keeping 
me alive for one more day and nourishing 
my Neshama with all good things!”

This year as Pesach once again comes to 
greet us with its shining and magnificent 
Yom Tov glow- also has it’s share of 
dysfunction, anxiety and hard work. Let us 
keep in mind that Hashem loves each and 
every one of us and is constantly showering 
us with greatness and goodness. We must 
not let our negative thoughts penetrate 
our lives..we must feel with every fiber 
of our body that just as G-d took us out 
of Egypt and delivered us into freedom-
many years ago, He continues to stand by 
our side in everything we do.

A friend of mine who visited a hospital 
where his relative was recuperating from 
R”L a serious illness, remarked to me how 
life changing it was for him, when his 
relative expressed to him, how overjoyed 
she would be if only she could clean her 
house for Pesach this year; if only she could 
look forward to the Mah Nishtana from her 
young children at a Seder that she would 
not be attending this year. Oh how she 
would love to merit peeling pounds and 
pounds of potatoes and cleaning a house 
once more.

Let us take a moment to be thankful for all 
that we are able to do.

The more grateful we are.. the happier we 
will be.

A Few Small Gems From Horav Ben Tziyon 
Sneh’s Daily Shiur after the Vasikin Minyan

The seder plate is round, resembling 
a clock. This comes to teach us that 
everything we are going through in this 
world is only, leShaah; temporary- and a 
positive change is only around the corner.

As a matter of fact the word K’earah 
(seder plate) has the same gematria as 
Leshaah (only temporary).

Curious as to why the seder is called a 
“Seder”- order..?

Perhaps it is because there is a deep 
lesson here - In the weeks leading up to 
the night of the Seder.. There is anything 
but “seder”-order in any Jewish home. 
With the boxes of Chometz in the corner 
and meals on the fly.. the whole house 
flying.. every which way...we can all ask.. 
Why?.. But when the Seder night comes.. 
everything indeed assumes its rightful and 
uplifting “order”.. This too teaches us that 
we must never lose faith- everything can 
and will be turned for the better.. We must 
only wait!

Want to know the kabbalistic and inner 
meanings of the Seder plate and it’s 
symbolic contents?

Let’s try looking at the K’earah as the round 
and blinking flight panel of a powerful jet 
plane. 

Only the pilot knows what controls to push 
and pull in order to elevate the journey- 
so too the K’earah, the seder plate, is the 
centuries old, spiritual engine of Seder 
night. All we need to do is strengthen our 
emunah- and B”H, the Pesach Seder gives 
us Emunah and Bitachon, every year, in 
heaping doses!
Gut Yomtov!

 

 מעובד ע"י
  הר"ר אברהם הלל דייך שליט"א

מעובד ע"י
הר"ר אברהם הלל רייך שליט"א

Adapted for English by Avrohom Hillel Reich
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THE COMPLICATED QUESTION OF SHMEITTA WINE ON PESACH
Rabbi Yehudah Spitz

Pesach, We Celebrate…
Since we know that at the Pesach Seder we must drink the 
Arba Kosos, Four Cups of Wine, the most important question 
germane to our discussion is whether we may use the currently 
most commonly available wine at our Seder: the most recent 
harvest, a.k.a. Shemitta wine.

Well, although it seems an uncomplicated question, I am sure 
readers of previous articles in this column will remember 
an important rule: that the Torah states (Vayikra Ch. 25: 6 & 
7) referring to the Shemitta year, “V’haysa Shabbos Ha’aretz 
Lachem L’achla…V’livhemtacha V’lechaya Asher B’artzecha 
Tihiyeh Kol Tevuasa Le’echol - And the Resting of the Land 
should be for you to eat… and for your domesticated animals 
and the wild animals in your fields, all the produce should be 
for consumption.”

And one important halachah that is inferred from these 
pesukim is:

Lachem- for you, lechol tzarcheichem, for all of your needs. 
(Sukka 40a and Bava Kamma 102a)

According to the Mishnah, and duly codified as halachah, 
Kedushas Sheviisproduce is not only permitted to be eaten, it 
is even allowed to be utilized in whichever manner the owner 
deems it necessary: drinking, anointing, dyeing, and even 
lighting. Although there is an important caveat, namely that 
the owner’s use of it during Shemitta must be that product’s 
main use year round, and otherwise, it would be considered 
‘ruining’ the ‘holy’ fruit and duly prohibited this still should 
not affect Shemitta wine. This is because wine’s main use is to 
be drunk. So why should this rule trouble us? Shemitta wine 
should be perfectly fine for Pesach use.

The Yerushalmi’s Ruling
Indeed, the Talmud Yerushalmi in three separate locations 
states regarding using Shemitta wine for the Arba Kosos: 
“Mahu Lotzais B’Yayin shel Sheviis? Tani Rav Hoshea Yotzein 
B’Yayin shel Sheviis”, “What is (the halachah regarding) using 
SheviisWine to fulfill the obligation? Rav Hoshea taught that 
one may (indeed) fulfill his obligation (of the Arba Kosos) with 
Sheviis Wine.”

Although many authorities are perplexed by to the need for 
a question and answer format to what should be a simple 
statement, and conclude differently as to what additional 
underlying teaching we may glean from the Yerushalmi’s 
statement nonetheless, we clearly see that Kedushas Sheviis 
wine is explicitly permitted to be used for the Arba Kosos at the 
PesachSeder. If so, what could be the problem?

Cup Spilleth Over
Well, one main problem is the issue of spilling. The common 
custom is that at the Seder during Maggid, when reciting the 
Ten Plagues, some wine must be spilled from the cup (a total 
of 16 times). Since spilling wine is not considered wine’s main 
use, and might be more accurately defined as wasting, many 
authorities prohibit doing so with Shemitta wine. Therefore, 
although technically it would indeed be permitted to use 
Kedushas Sheviis wine at the Seder, it still should not be used 
for the second cup (Maggid), or any time one may not come to 
finish the entire cup - a caveat which might include most of us 

for the other cups as well.

This is akin to the halachos of making Havdallah using 
Shemitta wine (which several authorities maintain is 
actually preferable) that one must be careful not to spill it, 
nor use it to put out the candle; rather he must ensure that 
it not only is “good ‘till the last drop”, but that he drinks 
every last drop. Definitely not necessarily the easiest way 
to make Havdallah! 

This does not mean there is no solution; if one did end up 
using Shemitta wine for either the Seder or Havdallah, 
he can still rectify the situation by making sure that the 
collected drippings of wine are drunk afterwards. This is a 
good reason for making sure that a saucer or plate should 
be placed underneath the cup. This way, any spills will 
be caught, allowing ‘recycling’ of any spilled wine, and no 
potential ‘wasting’ of Shemitta produce.

The Biur Necessities
However, there is another important issue involved with 
using Shemitta wine at the Seder: that of Biur. As detailed 
at length in previous articles, this refers to taking Kedushas 
Sheviis produce out of the house to a public place and 
giving up all rights to the fruit, announcing it as ‘hefker’ in 
front of three people. Once one properly performs Biur he 
may actually reacquire the produce himself. 

Every type of fruit has its own specific Zman Biur, time of 
year when this must be performed, as it depends on when 
each species of fruit is no longer commonly available in 
the fields.

The Gemara (Pesachim 53a) informs us of the Biur dates of 
four types of fruit: dried figs on Chanuka, dates on Purim, 
grapes on Pesach, and olives on Shavuos - all in the eighth 
year. Although the Mishnah (Sheviis Ch. 9: 2 & 3) divides 
Eretz Yisrael into nine different ‘zones’ for Biur, nowadays, 
since the exact locations are unclear and all types of 
fruit are readily available throughout Eretz Yisrael, the 
consumer must keep abreast of the actual Biur dates 
publicized in newspapers by the experts in the Agriculture 
industry.

But since we know that the Zman Biur for grapes, and 
therefore wine as well, is Pesach of the Eighth Year, that 
means that anyone wanting to use Kedushas Sheviis 
wine at the Seder (or actually any time after that) must 
perform Biur on Erev Pesach on all of his Shemitta wine. 
One more exciting thing to do on busy Erev Pesach - this 
means lugging all of your wine bottles out to the street 
and publicly declaring them hefker. If one did not do so, 
according to most poskim, all of your Kedushas Sheviis 
wine would be prohibited, and you would not have wine 
for the Seder. Talk about Erev Pesach pressure. But don’t 
worry, after a successful Biur you may simply reacquire 
your wine.

It is due to the severity of these issues that although the 
Yerushalmi permits it, nevertheless, many contemporary 
authorities exhort extreme caution when thinking of using 
Shemitta wine for the Seder. Certainly while fulfilling 
one Mitzvah, one would not want to Chas Veshalom be 
transgressing others. 
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It’s amazing how the Jewish people 
are so ambitious when it comes to 
making money. Only a few days 
after Purim I noticed that three out 
of the five “WhatsApp stories” on 
my phone were about car cleaning 
for Pesach! Baruch HaShem Jews 
are generous, and we must make 
a living to take care of our family 
along with our brothers and 
sisters around the world. Just the 
other day, while driving down 
306, I saw this large ad for some 
sort of fundraiser for a yeshiva in 
Monsey that I’ve never even heard 
of. At that point I came to the 
realization how generous us Jews 
are – that there are almost more 
organizations than people – and 
that would never have happened if 
it weren’t for all the benefactors in 
the community.

After all, there has been one thing 
I’ve been pondering about for 
the past few weeks and seeking 

a sincere answer:  A few days ago, I got 
a car wash at Z-Line on Rt. 59 and they 
did a great job. Inside and out my car was 
perfectly cleaned, and the total charge 
was just $12! Which brings me to this 
question: How in the world are there 
so many people offering car cleaning 
services – only doing the interior of the 
car – and it’s like $50 a pop!?!?

Praise the Lord one Shabbos I had at a 
wonderful bar mitzvah in the DoubleTree 
Hotel. During Shabbos, I came across a 
wise man who offered a unique insight 
which not only answered the question, 
but more importantly gave me inspiration:

Mr. Yakov Spaith said as follows:

“One of my friends has a kid that is prone 
to get in trouble.  He’s home for bein 
hazmanim and he had this idea to start 
this Pesach car cleaning service.  True, he 
charges three or four times the regular 
price of a car wash, but my friends love 
hiring these guys because they know 
it keeps the boys busy and gives them 
purpose. Now a whole cottage industry 
has been created and other guys like him 
are doing it also. It’s an incredible thing.” 

Have a wonderful Yom Tov!Think about it,

Yehuda Grodko

Seat Assignments 

It’s the Superbowl , and a man makes his way to his seat 
right next to the 50 yard line. He sits down, noticing that 
the seat next to him is empty. He leans over and asks his 
neighbor if someone will be sitting there. ‘No,’ says the 
neighbor. ‘The seat is empty.’ ‘This is incredible,’ said the 
man. ‘Who in their right mind would have a seat like this 
for the Superbowl and not use it?’ The neighbor says, 
‘Well actually the seat belongs to me. I was supposed 
to come with my wife, but she passed away. This is the 
first Superbowl we haven’t been to together since we got 
married.’ ‘Oh, I’m so sorry to hear that. That’s terrible….
But couldn’t you find someone else, a friend, relative or 
even a neighbor to take her seat?’ The man shakes his 
head sadly. ‘No,’ he says. ‘They’re all at the funeral.’

Bad news

A doctor says to his patient, “I have bad news and worse 
news”.

“Oh dear, what’s the bad news?” asks the patient.

The doctor replies, “You only have 24 hours to live.”

“That’s terrible”, said the patient. “How can the news 
possibly be worse?”

The doctor replies, “I’ve been trying to contact you since 
yesterday.”

Diagnosis 

This woman rushed to see her doctor, looking very much worried 
and all strung out. She rattles off: “Doctor, take a look at me. 
When I woke up this morning, I looked at myself in the mirror and 
saw my hair all wiry and frazzled up, my skin was all wrinkled and 
pasty, my eyes were bloodshot and bugging out, and I had this 
corpse-like look on my face! What’s WRONG with me, Doctor!?”
The doctor examines her over for a couple of minutes, and then 
calmly says: “Well, I can tell you one thing for sure. There is 
certainly nothing wrong with your eyesight....”

Doing the right thing

My mother always told me, if you can’t say anything nice, don’t say 
anything at all….And people wonder why I’m so quiet around them.

Lottery Advice

If you find that you are holding the winning ticket for Powerball. Before 
anyone finds out call everyone you know. Tell them that you have an 
emergency and need to borrow $10,000. Most likely the majority will 
ignore you.

This will come in very handy in a few weeks when they find out you have 
won the lottery.

Conversation

Police: Knock Knock

Me: Who’s there?

Police: The Police

Me: What do you want?

Police: To talk

Me: How many are you

Police: Two

Me: Talk to each other

4 Lessons for the 4 Sons
Rabbi YY Jacobson

כְנֶגֶד אַרְבָעָה בָנִים דִבְרָה תּוֹרָה

Concerning four sons did the Torah speak

These few words contain volumes of lessons about education 
and pedagogy. In particular, there are four messages to be 
learned from this brief statement.

 There are four sons. There is no one child– אַרְבָעָה בָנִים (1
because everyone is different. Never make the mistake that 
one cookie cutter model encompasses all children.

 They are all your children. Never look at any of these– בָנִים (2
children and write them off and reject them. They may be 
from one extreme to another, but they are all your children.

 Torah has something to say to each one of these– דִבְרָה תּוֹרָה (3
children. No child is ever too far for Torah to inspire and 
uplift them and provide them with joy and wholesomeness in 
life. The Torah speaks to every child’s needs.

 The conversation the Torah has with– אַרְבָעָה בָנִים דִבְרָה תּוֹרָה (4
each of them is a different one. The Torah offers a unique 
message for every individual and every circumstance of life.
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Rabbi Paysach Krohn

Will You Remember our Children?

לְפַרְעֹה הָיִינוּ  מְשֻׁעְבָּדִים  בָנֵינוּ  וּבְנֵי  וּבָנֵינוּ   הֲרֵי אָנוּ 
בְמִּצְרָיִם

We, our children and our children’s 
children would have remained enslaved 
to Pharaoh in Egypt

Chief Rabbi of South Africa, Rabbi Warren 
Goldstein, came up with a wonderful idea: 
Sinai Indaba. Indaba is a South African 
word meaning, “Conference for important 
matters.” Gathering speakers from around 
the world, the annual Sinai Indaba held in 
South Africa serves as a forum for topics of 
great importance to be addressed.

In 2013, Rabbi Goldstein called me and 
said, “Rabbi Krohn, would you be able to 
come to South Africa? We are gathering 
thousands of Jews together in three 
locations – Johannesburg, Cape Town and 
Durban – and bringing in speakers from all 
around the world. We would like you to 
speak to four-thousand Jews on Saturday 
night along with three other speakers. On 
Sunday, there will be sessions continuing all 
day and another four speakers addressing 
the audience on Sunday night.” Hearing of 
such a wonderful idea, I said that I would 
be honored to attend. “But, if I may ask,” 
I continued, “could you tell me who the 
other speakers are?”

As soon as I asked this question, Rabbi 
Goldstein immediately took to it. “I actually 
wanted to speak to you about that. One of 
the other speakers is Rabbi Berel Wein. He 
and I have together written a book about 
Lithuanian Jewry called “The Legacy,” and 
were actually looking to publicly speak 
about it. Do you think you would be able 
to mediate an interview at the four o’clock 
session on Sunday?” “Of course,” I said, “it 
will be my pleasure.”

Arriving in South Africa a few days before 
the Sinai Indaba, I spoke on one of the 
South African Jewish radio stations. As I 
was just about finishing and getting ready 
to leave, in walked Rabbi Wein. “Oh Rabbi 
Wein,” I said, “it is so nice to see you. I am 
planning on interviewing you and Rabbi 
Goldstein on Sunday about your new book. 
Do you want to tell me what questions I 
should ask you?” “No, it is okay,” Rabbi 
Wein replied, “whatever you would like to 
ask will be fine.”

It was now Sunday afternoon. With every 
session starting and ending punctiliously 
on time and lasting forty minutes, as four 
o’clock arrived we began. After asking 
numerous questions, I was left with five 
minutes. Having one particular question 
in mind, I knew that now would be my last 
opportunity to ask. Turning to Rabbi Wein, 
I said, “Can I ask you a question which 
has been bothering me for forty years?” 
Rabbi Wein looked up at me. “Forty years? 
Please, go ahead.”

“Rabbi Wein,” I began to say, “do you 
remember how forty years ago you were 
the Rabbi in a big Shul in Miami? One Chol 
Hamoed Pesach you called me and asked if 
I could perform a brit for someone in the 
Miami community during the last two days 
of Pesach. Replying that I would be very 
happy to do so, I came to Miami to perform 
the brit and spend the last few days of Yom 
Tov with you and your family.

As Yom Tov drew to a close and we were 

just about to daven Maariv in your Shul, 
I began looking around the room and 
noticed something very interesting. You 
were the only man in Miami without a 
suntan. I then starting thinking to myself, 
“It is amazing that you never leave your 
house to go outside. You are always 
writing, teaching, making CDs, videos, 
newsletters and books. You have produced 
in forty years more than companies have 
produced. It is unimaginable that one 
person could do so much! Don’t you ever 
get tired?”

As I asked this question, Rabbi Wein grew 
very serious and said, “Let me tell you a 
story that happened to me when I was a 
child.”

It was 1946 and I was an eleven-year old 
boy growing up in Chicago. One day my 
father told me that we are going to the 
airport because a big tzaddik, Rav Isaac 
HaLevi Herzog, is coming to Chicago and 
will be addressing all the rabbis and yeshiva 
boys. As we all came to the airport, Rav 
Herzog arrived. We then proceeded to the 
Synagogue where Rav Herzog lectured to 
all the Rabbis. And then, after the lecture, 
he said, “Now I want to speak to all of you, 
especially the young boys.”

“I just returned from visiting Pope Pius 
in Rome. The purpose of my meeting 
with him was to discuss the names of ten 
thousand Jewish boys and girls who have 
been indoctrinated and baptized into 
the Christian belief. “Give me back these 
children!” I said to him, “they are ours! 
They survived the war and you have taken 
them away from us.”

But the Pope would not hear of it. “I am 
not going to give you back even one child. 
We have a rule that if any child has been 
baptized he cannot be given back to any 
other religion. All these ten thousand 
children have been baptized.”

Despite begging and pleading with the 
Pope, it was all in vain. He would not give 
me back even one Jewish boy or girl.

As Rabbi Herzog was relating this 
disheartening news to us, he put his head 
down on the podium and wept hysterically. 
And then he picked up his head and with 
his face red like a lion screamed, “I can’t 
do anything for those ten thousand kids 
anymore! But what are you going to do for 
the future children of Klal Yisrael? Are you 
going to remember what I said? You are 
the ones who are going to save the future 
Jewish children of our nation!”

And then he stopped.

As everybody afterwards passed Rabbi 
Herzog to shake his hand, when my turn 
arrived, he stopped and looked me straight 
in the face. “Are you going to remember 
what I said? What are you going to do for 
the future children of Klal Yisrael?”

And then Rabbi Wein concluded answering 
my question. “I am able to accomplish so 
much because every time I get tired, every 
time I want to put down my pen, every 
time I want to put my head on my pillow, I 
am haunted by those words: what are you 
going to do for the children of Klal Yisrael?”

That is the question each of us must ask 
ourselves tonight.

Once a Jew and a German joined together to go around begging. 
The Jew taught the German how to pretend to be a Jew (since 
German and Yiddish are quite similar). This way the Jews, who 
are kind by nature, would help him.

Pesach was coming, so the Jew taught the German how to 
behave when invited to someone’s home for the Pesach Seder. 
He explained to him that first they would make the Kiddush-
Kadesh and then wash their hands-Urchatz. The one thing that 
the Jew forgot to mention was the eating of the bitter herbs-
Maror

When the German came to the Seder he was starving, not having 
eaten for the whole day. He was so excited anticipating eating all 
the gishmake foods the Jew had told him about. But at first, all 
they gave him was a tiny piece of vegetable dipped in saltwater 
for Karpas, and then they carried on and on and on reading the 
Haggadah. It was taking foreverrrrrr!!!!!

The German was desperately waiting for the meal. He was 
delighted when they started eating the yummy Matzah. But all 
of a sudden they gave him the Maror, which was terribly bitter 
in his mouth.  

The German thought this was the entire meal, and all they were 
going to eat was the Maror. He screamed out UCHHHH got so 
mad and He immediately ran out, bitter and hungry, thinking to 
himself that the Jews were truly cursed. “After all that ceremony, 
this is what they give to eat?!?” He returned to the synagogue-
shul still starving and went to sleep.

Later on the Jew arrived, his face beaming, fully satisfied from 
eating and drinking. “How was your Seder?” he asked. The 
German angrily told him what happened with the disgusting 
Maror.

“Oh you stupid German,” said vthe Jew. “If you had only waited 
just a little longer you would have enjoyed the best meal, exactly 
like me.”

Kindalach the same thing is in serving Hashem. After all a person’s 
efforts to get closer to Hashem, it comes with a little bitterness 
- because the purification of the body comes through bitterness. 
The person thinks there will never be anything except bitterness, 
and immediately runs away. 

If he would  have just been willing to ‘’wait’’ a while and endure 
this little bitterness in order to purify the body, he would later 
experience every kind of vitality and delight. In serving Hashem, 
first one experiences the bitterness of the purification of the 
body, but afterwards one enjoys the real gishmak in life.  With 
a little ‘’PATIENCE” and “DAVENING’’ , Hashem will give you 
everything that you need!!!!!

Have a sweet hailige yomtov!!! 

A Little Patience
By Our Very Own Rabbi Yossi Fried



ליל שימורים 

הלילה הגדול והנורא שכיום יאיר, שנעשינו לעם, ועל זה 
אנחנו מודים ומהללים ומשבחים ומרחיבים ומרבים, עד 
כדי שכל המרבה הרי זה משובח, אפילו חכמים ונבונים 
ויודעי התורה, מצוה עליהם לכנס לכל פרט ופרט ללמוד 
ולהתקרב  להתחזק  יומי  היום  לחייהם  אז,  מהנעשה 
ולהכיר בטובתו של מקום כמו שהרחיבו בספרים בענין.

 וקדושת הלילה ידוע ממרן החת״ס זיע״א שאפילו כלי 
זיע״א  המהרי״ל  היה  יהודי,  בבית  הממושכנים  עכו״ם 
משתמש בהם אף ללא טבילת כלים, היינו מחמת קדושת 

הלילה, הפלא ופלא.

החירות הדעת כמו שכתב האריז״ל זיע״א שזה עד בלי 
די, והיום שבו נעשה הנס יש להודות על אותו הנס כמו 
יצא  הוא  כאילו  ולהראות  ולראות  ממש,  עכשיו  שהיה 
עכשיו ממצרים מעבדות לחירות ממש, וזה מעלה גבוה 
יוםכמו  החג שלושים  קודם  להכין  יש  ולכך  גבוה,  מעל 
שכתב החסד לאברהם זיע״א שזה בכדי להשיג האורות 
בשבירת  האנושי  האדם  יהיה  ההכנה  שלולי  הגובהים, 
לקראת  וכעת  חן,  ללומדי  הידועים  מושגים  הכלים, 
ימים הקדושים האלו, יש להתבונן בזה ממש בכל הכח 

ולהתאמץ להשיג את השפעות הזמן עד בלי די בס״ד.

״ברוך המקום ברוך הוא ברוך שנתן תורה לעמו ישראל 
וטהרה  בקדושה  פיהם  את  פותחים  כולם  הוא״  ברוך 
ומעירים בלשון הייחס לשמו של קוב״ה בשם ״מקום״ ?

והנה הענין הוא מה ששמעתי מרבותי על דרך מאמרם 
מקומו״  העולם  ואין  עולם  של  מקומו  יתברך  ״שהוא 
והענין הוא שיש מושג של “שויתי הויה לנגדי תמיד״ וזה 

כל הבריאה כולה ממש.

והאיר עיני בזה הגאון ר׳ ארון לאנקרי שליט״א על דרך 
הנסתר שיש מה שנקרא ״הויה בריבוע״ שזה התפשטת 
וביאר  העשייה,  לעולם  נשתייך  נעשה  בזה  הויה  השם 
יוצא  ב״ה״  ״ה״  וכן  ק׳  יוצא  ב״י״  ״י״  דבריו כשמכפילים 
כה׳ וכן ״ו״ ב״ו״ שזה לו׳ ושוב ״ה״ ב״ה״  שזה כה׳ יוצא 
שזה  ״מקום״  של  גימטריה  אותו  שזה  קפו׳  בגימטריה 
אז  מלא  כשזה  זה  בבריאה  ההויה  יצירת  ממילא  קפו׳ 
שייך להרגיש אורות ושפע צחצחות האורות של קוב״ה 
היינו הצימצום של  ומלואה״  ״להויה הארץ  וזהו  יתברך, 
לזה  יש  אז  במלואה  כשההויה  זה  עלמא  בהאי  קוב״ה 

בחינת מקום ודי למבין.

חג כשר ושמח
דוד יהודה פיירסטון 

ישיבת יורה דעה
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MITZVAH OF TASHBISU BY 
SELLING THE CHOMETZ
Can one fulfill the mitzvah of tashbisu – 
getting rid of one’s chometz – by selling it? In 
other words, is selling chometz the halachic 
equivalent of destroying the chometz, or is it 
just a halachic loophole, a way to ensure that 
one doesn’t have chometz in his possession? 

In order to address this question, we need 
to take a step back and discuss the essence 
of the mitzvah of tashbisu. Is the mitzvah to 
ensure that by the time Pesach comes one 
is chometz-free, and as long as one has no 
chometz, he has fulfilled the mitzvah? Or does 
the mitzvah require one to perform an action, 
and if one does not own any chometz, then he 
has not fulfilled this mitzvah? This question 
is discussed by the Minchas Chinuch. 

The Minchas Chinuch explains the halachic 
difference between these two understandings.  
If the mitzvah requires one to perform an 
action, then, if he does not own any chometz, 
he would need to get some chometz in order 
to fulfill the mitzvah of getting rid of the 
chometz. However, if the mitzvah is just to 
ensure that one is chometz-free, as long as 
he is not in possession of chometz, he has 
fulfilled the mitzvah.

Now, if the essence of the mitzvah is that a 
person be chometz-free, selling the chometz 
would definitely qualify, since that will 
make a person chometz-free. However, if 
the mitzvah requires action, does the act of 
selling qualify?

The Chayei Adam (in Nishmas Adam) rules 
that selling the chometz is not a fulfillment of 
the mitzvah. It seems that the Chayei Adam 
holds that although he will not transgress 
“baal yeira’eh,” since he does not own the 
chometz, the mitzvah of tashbisu he will not 
fulfill, since the mitzvah of tashbisu requires 
one to actually destroy the chometz. However, 
the Me’iri and the Avnei Nezer write that one 
does fulfill the mitzvah by selling it. Since the 
chometz is removed from one’s possession, 
it is the halachic equivalent of destroying the 
chometz. 

What should one do if he wants to fulfill 
the mitzvah of tashbisu according to the 
Chayei Adam, if selling the chometz is not a 
fulfillment of the mitzvah? Furthermore, how 
can we burn the chometz at the fire on Erev 
Pesach, to fulfill Rabi Yehuda’s opinion – if 
the chometz was sold and the chometz is not 
ours? 

The simple solution would be to leave over 
some chometz that is not being sold. Some 
even write that into the shtar. In the Beis Din 
of the Shevet Haleivi they add into the shtar 
mechira that it does not include the 10 pieces 
of bread. However, the Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 
takes issue with this idea because it makes 
the whole sale ambiguous, since it is unclear 
which chometz is being left out and where it 
is located.

A similar idea is given by the Chasam 
Sofer , who would take the chometz that 
he is planning on burning and give them 
away until after the sale, thereby retaining 
ownership on the chometz, allowing him 
to burn it in the fire. This will solve the 
issue of the sale being unclear, since one is 
selling all of his chometz. 

The sefer Mechiras Chometz Kihichasah 
writes the following suggestion: They 
should stipulate in the shtar that the sale 
will take place right before the end of the 
zman biur. That way the chometz is still 
owned by the person and he can burn his 
chometz, thereby fulfilling the mitzvah 
properly, and only after that will it be sold.

In conclusion, it is a machlokes whether 
selling the chometz is a fulfillment of the 
mitzvah of tashbisu and one should leave 
over some chometz to burn which is not 
included in the sale. Alternatively, one can 
arrange that the sale take place after the 
burning of the chometz.  

COMMUNITY KOLLEL NEWS:
YESHIVAS BEIN HAZMANIM
Once again, Ohr Chaim’s YESHIVAS 
BEIN HAZMANIM started and is in full 
swing. 

This week’s Shiurim from Featured 
Rabbanim included: Sunday, Rav 
Mordechai Wolmark, Rosh Yeshiva Shaarei 
Torah – B’inyan Heseiba; Monday, Rav 
Chaim Schabes, Rav Congregation Knesses 
Yisroel – Inyana D’Yoma B’Halacha and 
Agada; Tuesday, Rav Yaakov Kapelner, 
Maggid Shuir Igra dePirka, B’inyan lishma 
of matzos; Wednesday, Rav Moshe Langer, 
Rav of Scottland Hill – What to do with 
chometz in garbage cans on Erev Pesach; 
Thursday, Rav Nachum Scheiner, Rosh 
Kollel Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim – B’inyan 
tashbisu and baal yeiraeh.

In honor of the upcoming yom tov of 
Pesach – there is a kuntres available – both 
in English and in Hebrew – on the topic 
of baking matzos. This is a compilation 
of articles that were written on this topic, 
which was studied last year in both the 
Kollel Boker and the Night Kollel of Ohr 
Chaim. 

I gave a shiur this past Friday morning, on 
the topic of “Frequently-asked questions 
in regards to selling the chometz.” See 
Halacha Corner for more details. 

As always, these shiurim are available on 
the shul’s website, 18Forshay.com, on MP3 
in the shul, as well as on Torahanytime. 

Wishing you a Wonderful Shabbos and a 
Chag Kosher V’Sameiach,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
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