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DEAR KEHILLA

PARASHAT PIKUDI

The Torah describes in
Parashat Teruma and Tetzvah,
the building of the Miskan and
all the utensils, followed by the
laws of Shabbat. In Parashat Va-
yakel Pekudi the Torah reviews
the process and begins with the
laws of Shabbat, followed by
the building of the Miskan with
all the utensils. The Bait Halevi
presents a question; why the
change in order?

The Bais Halevi gives a parable
of a rich man that is marrying
off his son. There are many
things that are necessary to be
purchased, from simple bath
towels to expensive jewelry. All
is required to start a new home.
Every father feels obligated to
supply his child with all that he
needs when he marries him off
though what he purchases first
is an indicator of his love for his
child. The father that loves his
child and has a close relation-

SHABBOS ZMANIM

ship with him/her will buy first
the expensive luxury items in
his joy and anticipation during
this time. For example, he will
run out and purchase jewelry
that his son may give his kallah
as gifts. Or, he may purchase a
luxurious wedding gown for his
daughter to be beautiful on her
special day. Of course he will
purchase the food for the wed-
ding and arrange for the Rabbi
to come and officiate but he is
more excited and expresses his
love through the extravagances.
A father that is not so close and
loving with his child will first
get the necessities for his son

to make sure his duty is done.
Later, if he has extra he will
purchase the luxuries.

The Bais Halevy explains,
the Miskan is the luxuries in
our relationship with Hashem
and Shabbat is the necessities.
When a person wishes to obtain
a higher level of Kedusha he
needs the Miskan. But Shabbat

WEEKDRY ZMANIM

is what makes us into a Jew; it’s a
constant part of our lives. What
would we be without Shabbat?
Hashem illustrated to us his love
and excitement on the onset by
building the Miskan first. Later,
when the Torah reviews all the
laws, we can revert back to the
order of Shabbat first because
we have already felt Hashem’s
love and desire for a relationship
with us.

Rashi quoting a Mechilta states
at the beginning of Parshat
Vayakel, that the reason why
the laws of Shabbat precede the
building of the Mishkan is to
teach us and warn us that we
cannot violate the Shabbat while
building the Mishkan.

What is fascinating to note,
based on the lesson of the Bais
Halevy, that the greater Kedusha
is the Mishkan. Yet although the
Mishkan may be able to take us
to a higher level we are still not
permitted to violate Shabbat.
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There are times that we try to
make a calculation on how to
get ahead in Kedusha and we
try to justify a little violation be-
cause it’s for the sake of spiritual
growth. The Parsha is teaching a
lesson that we cannot compro-
mise a spiritual reality for the
sake of spiritual advancement.
For example there are those who
speak terrible Lashon Harah
about an establishment and
destroy a person’s reputation be-
cause they presume a Hashgacha
is not on their highest standards
and wish to be more pious.

May we all be zoche to true
spiritual growth without com-
promising any midot tovot or
maasim tovim. Amen

SHABBAT SHALOM
AARON LANKRY
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THE SIMCHA
CHALLENGE AND THE
LITTLE HOOKS

Rosh Chodesh Adar Bais is finally here
and the bells of Purim
are ringing louder and louder.

RABBI COREN

We know that our brain (rosh) is the source and anchor of all things; it’s where all thoughts
begin, where calculations are made and where preparations and commands are generated
and communicated. If this is true then the seeds for whatever heights were suppose to reach
on Purim are being planted right now, in the beginning, at the Rosh of the month of Adar.
In fact pur, Purim and the parah are all related. They connect to yetzias mitzrayim which
leads to the giving of the Torah. It is interesting to point out that Chazal in Maseches Avoda
Zara tell us that at Mattan Torah which was the moment we were back to the state of Adam
before the sin and before the final step in becoming the chosen nation, the Jewish people
messed up. The upheaval was our lack of gratitude. This sound strange. What does gratitude
have to do with Mattan Torah and the sin of the Eigel?

Much can be discussed about this so let’s start from the beginning and see how far we get.
I also found while I was laining on Shabbas an interesting connection between the word
marbim besimcha which is the directive of this month and the word marbim which is men-
tioned when Bnai Yisrael were donating too much to the mishkan. Lastly I want to connect
the mysterious missing silver that Moshe Rabinu forgot about and lost count of and which
was later discovered to be the 1757 pieces of sliver that were used for the hooks. What does
it mean that Moshe ‘forgot” about them? Rav Moshe Wolfson shlita has a profound explana-
tion for this perplexing Chazal.

Let’s begin with the challenge of this month. Chazal tell us that once the month of Adar be-
gins we need to marbim besimcha-- we need to increase joy. The famous question remains:
how can we command someone to be happier? Even the American Constitution doesn't
command us to be a happy American. Rather we have the right for the pursuit of happiness.
Many generations of people have been searching for the secret of happiness; few have found
it.

Luckily we have Chazal that tell us the secret of happiness. In Pirkai Avos we're told, “Who
is rich-- someone who focuses on what he/she has. As we have learned from Rav Noach, the
definition of happiness is the emotional pleasure that we experience when we focus on what
we have. Yes it’s all in this statement. No, it is not easy to achieve but when you know and
believe that this is the path to pleasure and joy youre moving in the right direction.

We know that Purim is about reaching a very high place called ad delo yada. To many peo-
ple this means a total loss of mind, what chazal call the drunkenness of Lot. However, this is
a grave mistake.

In the Bilvavi, chelek hey he writes very profoundly that there are five levels of yedia: - not
knowing at all like a baby; knowledge on the level of a child; a slightly higher level which
is learning to distinguish; a state of not knowing which means I can’t see the difference
between bad and good. [This is a very intense place of recognizing that even the difficulties
in life, even the painful experiences are beneficial. In the words of Chazal, “Kol ma deavid
rachmana”-- whatever Hashem does is for the good]; the fifth level of knowledge according
to Bilvavi is the knowledge of the time of Mashiach.

The main point is that we must begin to focus on all that we have been given and build on
the positive aspects of our lives while even learning to appreciate the “bad” As we do this,
we are climbing the rungs of elevation in hopes of reaching the high point which is Purim.
To arrive at Purim without preparation is missing the boat. Preparing properly involves
taking a deep internal reflection of Hashem’s goodness and appreciating how even the most
insignificant things actually play a major role in our lives. Sometimes we get to see it right
away and sometimes only in retrospect.

I was thinking that this might be the message of the hooks. The hooks held up the curtains
of the courtyard from the outside. Small little hooks might look very insignificant yet we
know that without them much of the structure would collapse. How many times do we have
little hooks in life that might seem unimportant and yet without them everything would fall
down.

I have a person on my WhatsApp list that has been sending me a list of things that he is
grateful for every single day other than Shabbas since last Rosh Chodesh Adar. 'm inspired
myself from his dedication and real work in gaining this trait of appreciation and joy in
seeing how everything around us somehow contributes to our lives.

Good Chodesh and Shabbat Shalom
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CHAZAK
CHAZAK
V’NISCHAZEK

Adapted from an article by Rabbi Ari Enkin

Upon completion of each of the five books of the
Torah in the course of the Shabbat morning Torah
reading, it is customary for everyone present to
shout out loud: “chazak, chazak, v’nischazek” which
means “Let us be strong, let us be strong and let us
strengthen others as well.” It is interesting to note
that the original custom was to recite this phrase at
the conclusion of each and every aliya and not merely
at the conclusion of a book of the Torah, as is done
today. The custom in most Ashkenazi communities
today is to salute the one who received an aliya with
the blessing “yasher ko’ach” which can be described
as an expression of “spiritual congratulations”. In
most shuls, the kehila rises for the last few verses of
each book of the Torah in preparation for reciting the
“chazak” together out loud.

There are a number of authorities Aruch Hashulchan
0.C. 139:15, Elef Hamagen 669) who are of the opinion
that “chazak, chazak, chazak” is what truly should be
said upon completion of a book of the Torah. This is
because the gematria of these three words combined
is the same as the name “Moshe”. There is also a view
that the proper wording is actually “chazak v’nischaz-
ak”. Nevertheless, common custom is not like these
views.

The “chazak” is recited by everyone present, to
the exclusion of the one who was honored with the
concluding aliya. This is because the “chazak” is in
many ways, in fact, a blessing to him. Additionally,
some authorities rule that the one who received the
aliya should remain silent as shouting “chazak” might
be considered a forbidden interruption between the
Torah reading and his concluding blessing. If, how-
ever, the one who received the aliya also recited the
“chazak”, one need not protest and nothing need be
done. The one who reads the Torah only says “chaz-
ak...” after the congregation has done so.

The “chazak” is also a congratulatory blessing to
those individuals who completed that book of the
Torah within the context of self-study as well. Indeed,
a person is required to study the weekly parsha twice
along with the targum and other commentaries each
week before it is read on Shabbat in Shul.
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OBSERVING WITH EMPATHY

Dr. David Pelcovitz

As Moshe Rabbeinu grows up, the Torah tells us, “rrx 5x xyn nwn S1m
onva0a X — And Moshe grew up and went out to his brethren and
observed their burdens” (Shemos 2:11). Rav Chaim Shmulevitz (Sichas
Mussar, Maamar 67) notes that the Pasuk uses the verb “see” — x1m - to
connote how Moshe empathized with his fellow brethren. Rav Chaim
explains that it is through vision and face-to-face contact that empathy

is developed.

Along these lines, research has proven something fascinating. When
a person performs a movement, such as moving his hands, there is a
very specific motor neuron that fires in the prefrontal cortex of the
brain specifically designed for this movement. Research has shown that
when an outsider sees the movements, the same motor neuron activity
occurs in the viewer’s head. Observing the body language of one person

triggers an identical reaction in the observer. This specific activated

In the end of Sefer Shemos the Torah

tells us that the Yidden who were “nediv
lev” donated to the mishkon.

The Rambam says that when it comes to
hekdesh one may not regret his pledge
and try to recant what he promised to
give. This is true even if he recants “toch kdei dibbur”
(within the amount of time it takes to greet someone.)
Tosfos in Menachos agrees with this ruling and adds that
the reason for this is that when one says he is giving
something to hekdesh it is considered as if he already
gave it; therefore one may not retract something that
does not belong to him anymore.

RABBI BERACH
STEINFELD

There is a nafka mina whether one would be able to
change his mind after pledging tzedaka in today’s day
and age. The Shulchan Aruch in Choshen Mishpat, siman
resh yud bais, seif ches says that machshova is enough to
make something an obligation when it comes to tzedaka,
The Rema and Gra agree since they say that tzedaka is
comparable to hekdesh. This would exclude any other
neder that is not tzedaka related. The Aruch Hashulchanin
ois yud explains this connection since it falls under the
category of “nediv lev” which is the same as a korban
where the term “nediv lev” is used. If this were so, it
would stand to reason that tzedaka is like hekdesh and a

neuron is called the “mirror neuron.”

The implications of this research are profound as it relates to human
interaction. Human beings are hard-wired for what our Sages term
“nosei bol im chaveiro,” bearing the burden of our friends. We are
predisposed to empathizing and identifying with the emotions of
another. However, as the above research has indicated, this happens
through visual contact. It is when a person makes eye contact with

another that the mirror neuron is activated.

This is what Moshe experienced when looking at the Jews in Egypt.
He closely and carefully looked at their suffering and took to heart
their pain. It is therefore most important that parents and children give
their undivided attention to each other and make eye contact when
attempting to efficiently communicate and emotionally empathize with

each other’s feelings.

person may not regret even betoch kdei dibbur.

The Ktzois in siman resh nun heh, seif koton bais says
that since our tzedaka is not hekedesh; neither kedushas
haguf or kedushas bedek habayis, it is therefore not
comparable to hekdesh. Saying that one would give would
not be enough of an obligation. We would not say that
a verbal commitment is as if the donation was already
given. One would therefore be able to recant so long as it
is toch kdei dibbur.

This premise is based upon the fact that we say that
hekdesh is special in that your “amira” is considered
as if the donation is given. In such a case, our tzedaka
today would not fit this bill. There is another way of
learning this sugya; if you hold that something is nikna
with a machshova as is our tzedaka, then it would stand
to reason that one may not recant if one already gave it
bemachshava. The Chasam Sofer and the Ksav Sofer rule
this way. According to them and others, tzedaka would
not need to be comparable to hekdesh in order to say that
one may not recant his thoughts or saying a promise that
one will give tzedaka.

May we all be able to keep what comes out of our mouth;
that way we will merit to the geulah, a promise from
Hashem.
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KIDDUSH LEVANA PART Il - POSSI-
BLE WAY TO RECITE THE BROCHA IN A
CASE OF SAFEIK

I would like to wrap up the recent shiur given at
the Kollel Boker, on the topic of Kiddush Levana.

We previously discussed the latest time for Kid-
dush Levana - either fifteen days after the molad
or half of the lunar cycle. There is an opinion that
allows even on the 16th, but according to most
opinions is too late to recite. In a case that it is
already the 16th, there are some interesting ideas
mentioned by some poskim as to how to possibly
recite the brocha, even at that point.

The Elef Hamagen (581:22) quotes the Derech
Pikudechah, who quotes the custom of others,
that one can read the brocha from the Gemara,
reciting Hashem’s name. This is assuming that
one is learning, it is permitted to recite Hash-
em’s name, when reading the words of the
Gemara that write the text of the brocha.
The Avnei Nezer (383) writes similarly, in
regards to someone who is eating a small
piece of maror, less than a kezayis. Since
it is questionable if he can recite a brocha,
he gives this idea to read the words of the
Gemara or the Rambam, with the text of the
brocha.

However, this idea is not agreed upon by all.
The Yaavetz writes that one can read the text of
the Gemara, including Hashem’s name. On the
other hand, the Mishna Berura rules that this
practice is not allowed.

The Derech Pikudecha himself adds that he
holds there is another option - one that works in
any case of safeik. He writes that any time there
is a safeik if a brocha is required, he recites the
words in Aramaic: XnbyT Xa5n 1 Kaina 2 -
which is the Aramaic for the words of the brocha,
and by saying it in Aramaic one can fulfill his
requirement to say the brocha, and at the same
time it will not be a brocha livatala, if it was not
required. This suggestion is the source of a major
dispute in the acharonim, with many saying that
it works, such as the Pnei Yehoshua (Brochos
12a). On the other hand, many - including the
Pri Megadim (M”Z 219:3), Chasam Sofer and the
Maharam Shik - argue and posit that it would still
constitute a brocha livatala.

The Pischei Teshuva (Y”D 328:1) also brings this

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER
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machlokes, but then quotes another suggestion, in
the name of the Pri Tevua. He is discussing a case
where there is a safeik if there is a requirement to
take challah, which means that there is a safeik if a
brocha should be recited. He suggests that instead
of reciting the brocha, one can say the words of
the tefillah of Vayevareich David:
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He can then continue and end off the brocha of

chalah or kidush levana. Since this contains ow
mo5m (the name of Hashem and His kingdom),
which are the key components to the beginning of
a brocha, it will be considered a valid brocha. At
the same time, since it is the text of a pasuk, even
if one is not required to recite the brocha it would
not be considered a brocha livatalah

LUNAR ECLIPSE

I would like to end off with one more fascinating
question, which I heard from Rabbi Heber, re-
garding the end of the zman of kiddush levanah,
which was applicable specifically for the recent

month of Shevat. The Beis Yosef quotes the Shu”t
Mabharil (19), who rules that in a case of a lunar
eclipse, one can no longer recite kiddush levanah
after the eclipse. The reason for this is because a
complete lunar eclipse can only occur at the time
of the full moon. Hence, an eclipse means that the
full moon has been reached, and kiddush levanah
can no longer be recited. Others point out that
this is not quoted in the Shulchan Aruch and one
does not have to be concerned with this shitah. In
any event, it is definitely recommended to recite
kiddush levanah before the eclipse, to be yotzei
according to the Maharil.

SUMMARY

There are different options given by the poskim
as to what can be done if the time for kiddush
levana may have passed.

According to some poskim, one can no
longer recite kiddush levanah after the full
lunar eclipse. Others rule that it can be
recited.

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER
MONSEY, NY

I Smn
CERTIFIED MOHEL

845-499-6354 cr1LL

845-352-3137 nome
Mohel@18forshay.com

PLEASE SUBMIT AD TO adsinbet@gmail.com
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RABBI YY JACOBSON

ISRAEL IS STILL
THE PROBLEM

A story of an Island and a Whale

Two old Jewish men are standing in front of the
Czar's firing squad. The officer asks them if they
would like a final cigarette.

One of them says, "No, | don't smoke, and you can
drop dead."

The other whispers in his ear, "Shhh, Yankle, don't
make trouble."

THE WHALE

Hundreds of thousands have been butchered in Syr-
ia; ISIS beheads tortures and crucifies; Islamists blow
up scores of innocents on a weekly basis; yet for
many, Israel as seen as the chief obstacle for peace
in the Middle East. This is beyond absurd.

The Talmud addressed this anomaly some 1700
years ago.

One of the great Talmudic sages, Rabbah the son of
Bar Chana, related the following strange episode:

Once, while on a ship, we came to what we as-
sumed was a large island, since we saw on it sand
and growing grass. We disembarked the ship, went
on to the island, built a fire, and cooked our meal. Yet
what we assumed to be an island was really a fish.
When the fish felt the heat, he rolled over and we
were plunged into the water. Had the ship not been
nearby, we would have drowned.

-- Talmud Bava Basra 73b.

What is the meaning behind this absurd Talmudic
tale, related by one of its great sages, Rabba the son
of Bar Chana?

According to some of the great Talmudic commen-
tators, this tale captures, in intriguing metaphor, one
of the most essential truths about Jewish history,
particularly one relating to the holiday of Purim, which
will be celebrated in a few weeks.

THE JOURNEY

From the moment they stood at Mt. Sinai more than
three millennia ago, the Jewish people have been
traveling on a lone and long journey. Their destination
is a world healed, redeemed and reunified with its
Creator; a society cleansed from ego-centricity, ha-
tred and bloodshed; a universe permeated with moral
and spiritual awareness, filled with “the knowledge of
the Divine as the waters cover the sea” (in the words
of the prophet Isaiah chapter 11).

The Torah and its Mitzvos serve as their blueprint
for this courageous voyage in a vast and seemingly
endless sea. Yet the waters have often become in-
creasingly tumultuous and the voyage discouraging,
if not apparently futile. So when in the midst of their
journey they observed what seemed to be an island
of serenity, an oasis of tranquility, a respite from a
miserable fate, many of them abandoned the “ship”

of Jewish consciousness and commitment
for the perceived blessings of freedom and
happiness.

The era in which the Purim story occurred
was a classical example of this pattern. The
king was married to a Jewish woman; large
segments of Jewish society assimilated
into Persian culture; the Jewish establish-
ment played a pivotal role in the econom-
ical and political structures of the Persian
Empire. The community had been invited
to the royal feast and given status as equal
citizens. In reciprocity, the Jews learned
how to “behave;” how to become integrat-
ed and law abiding citizens. They did not
demand kosher food or kosher wine at the
feast, nor did they create any other waves
that would disturb the equilibrium and make
them stand out as Jews. Seventy years
after being expelled from their ancient
homeland, their Temple being burnt to the
ground, many of them had abandoned the
old ship, secure in their belief that they
have reached an island of serenity; they
finally “made it.”

IDENTITY CRISIS

Throughout history, the struggle of Jewish
identity and our relationships with the world
around us has become so challenging, that
it often caused us to redefine ourselves
from within. Jean-Paul Sartre claimed in
his Sur le Question Juif that the only thing
Jews had in common was that they were
the victims of hate. It is not Jews who cre-
ate anti-Semitism, he said, but anti-Semi-
tism that creates Jews.

Arthur Koestler wrote: "Self-hatred is the
Jews patriotism." Franz Kafka said: "What
do | have in common with the Jews? |
don't even have anything in common with
myself."

Time and time again we have been lured
into the faith that if we abandon the “ship”
of Judaism—of Torah and Mitzvos—we
would gain acceptance among the brother-
hood of mankind. "Be a man in the street
and a Jew at home," was the 19th century
slogan by the Enlightened Jews in Western
Europe. If only Jews weren’t so Jewish we
would have less anti-Semitism, so went the
theory.

The past three centuries have produced a
dazzling variety of movements, ideals and
solutions to the age-old “Jewish prob-
lem,” offering islands of hope for a people
tormented by persecution and targeted
for abuse. The Enlightenment (Haskalah)
came to “civilize” us and allow us free entry
into European society; the Marxists and
Socialists promised to create a utopia for
us and all of mankind; Zionism’s goal was
to grant us a State, a national identity, and
thus cure anti-Semitism once and for all;
Reform came to make us acceptable to the
non-Jewish society and to inculcate us with
humanistic values; secularism came to free
us from the burdens of tradition which have
supposedly hindered our progress and

happiness.

All of these attempts have been brilliant-
ly captured in that ancient Talmudic tale:
Once, while on a ship, we came to what we
assumed was a large island, since we saw
on it sand and growing grass. We disem-
barked the ship, went on to the island, built
a fire, and cooked our meal.

DISILLUSIONMENT

Yet, ironically, the end of the Talmudic tale
also came to be: What we assumed to be
an island was really a fish. When the fish
felt the heat, he rolled over and we were
plunged into the water. Had the ship not
been nearby, we would have drowned.

Each time we came to feel comfortable
on the island, and we began at last to live
out our latent dreams, the “fish” turned over
and threw us back into the raging waters.
In the days of Purim, when the Jews felt
that they had successfully integrated into
mainstream culture, under the very nose of
a Jewish queen—the king was persuaded
to issue forth a plan of genocide for the
Jewish people.

Assimilation never cured prejudice. Not
in the days of Purim, nor at any time in the
future. It didn’t even in 15th century Spain,
where Jews converted to Christianity and
yet still suffered from persecution under
the vicious doctrine of limpieza de sangre
("purity of blood"), the forerunner of modern
racial anti-Semitism. It didn’t in 20th centu-
ry Germany where Jews were often “more
German” than the Germans. It didn’t in the
Modern State of Israel constructed as a
secular democracy.

The historical truth remains that none of
the above movements achieved their stat-
ed goals. The Holocaust made mockery of
Jewish integration in the general human-
istic world; Zionism created the State of
Israel, which we cherish deeply, but did not
put to rest the problems of anti-Semitism
and still struggles to provide even the most
basic security for its citizens. Israel still
needs to fight for its “right” to exist. Stalin
“cured” us of the “paradise” of Marxism and
Socialism; the Enlightenment apparently
did not sufficiently civilize us; secularism
has deprived generations of direction and
meaning, leaving our youth thirsty for iden-
tity and purpose[1].

OUR HOPE

"Had the ship not been nearby, we would
have drowned," is how the Talmudic sage
concludes the episode. What saved us
during the time of Purim — and what has
guaranteed our existence throughout our
long and difficult history — was not for-
feiting our identity and surrendering our
truth; it was our animated relationship with
the living G-d, the creator of heaven and
earth, and our dedication to His Torah and
Mitzvos that has allowed us to survive and
thrive, till we reach the culmination of the
voyage, speedily in our days[2].
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Rashi explains why the opening verse in this weeks Par-
sha contains the word mishkan twice- as a hint, a glimpse
through the ages, for Klal Yisroel to know that in the future
two Batei Mikdoshim will be destroyed because of their sins.

The question is.. Is this really the place and time to bring up
such a subject?

We are starting out here, all starry eyed like newlyweds un-
der the chuppah, a lifetime of hope and devotion ahead, why
the austere hint of a checkered future?

The Baal Elef HaMagen explains by way of a parable.

R’ Reuven needed to visit Africa on a dangerous trip. It was
the late 1800’s and the area was mostly uncharted territory.

He feared losing any valuables to bandits along the way. In-
structing his family to help him prepare for the journey, they
were to make sure that nothing of any worth except what he
needed for essentials was packed along with his luggage. His
gold pocket watch was left at home and he took only the cash
he needed for the journey.

Imagine his surprise when at the first rest stop after en-
tering the continent, he noticed a valuable ring with a large
diamond that his family had neglected to remove from his
suitcases.

It was too late to turn around, he resolved to pray that he
remain safe for the rest of the journey and hid the gem in a
carefully concealed place in his carry bag.

Boruch Hashem the trip was almost over and Reuven was
safe and sound. Unfortunately, days before his return, he
contracted a dangerous disease common to the desert cli-
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mate.

Fallen sick, he was unable to secure a trustworthy doctor to
cure him from this disease, for lack of funds. It was then that
he remembered the diamond ring that had been “mistakenly”
packed.

Using this ring as a mashkon, he pawned it in order to em-
ploy the services of the finest doctor.

Recovering slowly but surely, he was eventually well enough
to earn enough money to redeem the ring and head back
home again.

There is a famous psalm that references the destruction of
the temple.

In King Davids musical instruction to Assaf, the musical
conductor of the psalms, it was called a Mizmor, a song of
joy. The Talmud asks, wouldn’t it be more appropriate to call
it a Kinah, a mournful dirge?

The answer given helps us shift our perspective from one of
gloom and doom to eternal gratefulness.

Assaf was encouraged to sing shira, to rejoice that Hashem'’s
anger was only vented on the wood and stones of the Bais
Hamikdash and not on the Jewish people themselves, who
though exiled, will one day return to their former glory.

Similarly, although Reuven’s careful plans were not adhered
to, potential tragedy was averted by what seemed to be a mis-
guided moment and this “mistake” saved his very life.

There are no mistakes.

Everything that occurs is for our ultimate good

Think of all the anxiety, apprehension and worry that can be
avoided by believing with all our heart that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, our loving Father wants only the best for us... Every sin-
gle thing that happens to us is uniquely designed to not only
save us from harm, but carries with it an unlimited bundle of
goodness and love.

The earlier we realize this...the more blessed our lives will
be.

Good Shabbos!
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Stories of Reb Chaim Kanievsky

Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky — Add
“Achashverosh” to the Patient’s Name

Naamah Green

In the name of Rabbi Yehudah Yosefi, it is
told that a young man recently approached
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky for a blessing.
The rabbi asked the young man for his
name, and the young man replied:
"Nimrod."

In response, the rabbi said to him:
"Nimrod? No, not Nimrod, rather
“Shaltiel”.

Those who heard raised an eyebrow,
knowing Rabbi Kanievsky's sensitivity to
the name "Nimrod'": Why did the rabbi
choose to call the young man such a rare
biblical name, “Shaltiel”?

The young man returned home and in-
formed his parents that from now on his
name would be Shaltiel. His mother said to
him: "Not from today...already from the
day of your circumcision, that's what we
called you, but later we thought it was too
old-fashioned so we changed it to Nimrod."
Another story tells Rabbi Yosefi: A Jew
came to Rabbi Kanievsky and told him
about his father who was very sick, and
asked him whether to add him a name as
a segulah for a complete recovery. Rabbi
Kanievsky's answer was: ""Call him Antio-
chus."

When the questioner expressed his amaze-
ment, the rabbi replied: '"Then Achash-
verosh'. The questioner returned to his
father and told him the Rabbi’s response.
The bed-ridden father burst into tears and
admitted that he had converted without
circumcision. Such conversion is not valid,
and therefore, in fact he is a complete non-
Jew...

Another story is told by Rabbi Reuven
Reich, the son-in-law of the Lakewood
Rosh Yeshiva. Decades ago a young boy
who liked to photograph the

holy Tzaddikim of the generation, came to
the home of Rabbi Kanievsky.

He went into the rabbi's home and took a
rare picture of the rabbi feeding a cat who
came looking for food. After the photo was
taken by the young man, Rabbi Kanievsky
asked him to stop filming, but the young
man continued to take more pictures. In
response, Rabbi Kanievsky got upset and
said, “that’s rude”, "I'm telling you to stop
filming!" At this point the boy panicked,
he opened the film (for those who remem-
ber what a film was ...) and burned all the
pictures.

Twenty-five years passed since then, the

young man had already raised a family and was blessed with a bunch of
boys. Before the Bar Mitzvah of one of his children he came to Rabbi
Kanievsky's house and when he entered the rabbi's room, the rabbi looked
at him and immediately said: '""I've been searching for you for 25 years.
You are the boy who photographed me feeding the cat; I wanted to ask for-
giveness for getting angry with you"'.

How special is the fear of sin and the power of perception of such a great
Sage, immersed in non-stop Torah learning the vast majority of the day.

The barber stopped working on Shabbat, and
was amazed: His profits increased by 50 per-
cent. Is it permissible to test G-d? What Did
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky have to say about the
incident?

Daniel Goldstien

Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein said that when he
once visited Rabbi Eliyahu Broide, Rabbi of | pivweuit
the Ramat Hachayal neighborhood in Tel Contactmeat u s
Aviv, Rabbi Broide introduced him to a To- (845)5582141

rah observant Jew with an interesting story.

"This man," Rabbi Broide said, '""was a barber by profession, who kept his
salon open on Friday nights. When I asked him why he desecrates Shabbat
so blatantly, he explained that many pilots from the air force live in his
neighborhood, and since they are busy all week with their flights, the only
time they can get a haircut is on Friday night. Therefore there is no way he
can close the barbershop during these hours'.

Rabbi Broide added that he tried to persuade the man to close the barber
shop on Shabbat for one month, and then calculate whether or not it caused
him a loss. "I promise you that you will earn 30 percent more than you
earned up until now," the rabbi said emphatically.

The barber decided to give it a try. After closing the barbershop on Friday
nights for an entire month, he realized that his profits had grown, not only
as the rabbi said, but by 50 percent ... Since then he and his family have
become Torah observant.

/
Yuro

Haircuts by

Rabbi Zilber-
stein added: "I
was very im-
pressed by the
story, and I
o wondered: Is it
permissible to
test G-d in such
a way? After all
it says
(Deuteronomy
16:16) ‘you shall
not test the Lord
your G-d’.
Though it seems, when it comes to sanctifying the name of G-d, and to-
gether with prayer, it is permissible to do so, as Elijah the Prophet did on
Mount Carmel.

Rabbi Zilberstein added that he approached his brother-in-law, the Holy
Sage Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky with this question. Rabbi Kanievsky quoted
a better source from Daniel Chapter 1: When the king said to feed Daniel
bread, Daniel asked one of the ministers to feed him only seeds, suggesting
a ten day trial to examine whether the seeds will sustain his body, just like
meat.

""We see that when it comes to sanctifying G-d’s Name it is permissible to
test G-d. Especially when relating to Shabbat, which is the source of all
blessing," concludes Rabbi Zilberstein.
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ON BEING A YES MAN.. LESSONS FROM
MORDECHAI HATZADIK

Most people do not like to be seen as obstructionist. There are - - ; ' ‘ -
those people who makes a meeting last too long with his "ques- 7
tions" or "potential roadblocks" in the plan you’re discussing. OFF

This is true in business as well as halacha. A chavrusa or even
. o . ANY SIM RENTAL
a Kehila who are always agreeing is reminiscent of a manager COUPON CODE:
who when asked why he did not speak up during a meeting ——— TRILRTREIALE
responded as follows, "Boss you are the captain of the ship, I

let you steer the way” As much as his response may have been

appreciated, the Boss told him, “If you see me steering for the

rocks, please raise your hand and say something as you are also I 9
you travel:

on this ship”

Mordechai Hatzadik refused to bow down to Haman. Chazal
give us in the various midrashim a plethora of reasons why he
may have been allowed to bow down and an equal number of
explanations for why he did not bow down.

There were those during the story of Purim who felt that Mor-
dechai actually put the Jewish people in danger by not bowing.
Additionally, there is an indication at the end of the Megillah
that while a majority of Jews ultimately recognized Mordechai
Hatzadik, there were those who did not.

Mordechai as our true gedolim are meant to be was the an-
tithesis of a Yes man. Mordechai did not look for a leniency or
an excuse to deviate from following the will of Hashem as he
understood it, and steadfastly refused to waver.

——
A e | Unlimited Israel now services 165+ countries!
) «f 845.371.9800 / sales@unlimitedisrael.net
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LARGE SELECTION OF GORGEOUS
MEGILOS AT VERY REASONABLE PRICES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

ASHER BENEDIKT
845-659-3982
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In responding to L'chayim there are two versions:

A. L'chayim tovim ul'shalom, "for good life, and
for peace.” The reason for this blessing is that

the first time drinking wine is mentioned in the
Torah, there were undesirable results. "Noach..." also, the Tree
of Knowledge was a grapevine. Therefore we extend the blessing
that this wine be for a good life.

B. The Maggid of Mezritch* used to respond L'chayim velivracha.
Once at a farbrengen,** the Alter Rebbe*** responded L'chayim
velivracha. After the farbrengen Chassidim discussed this i
expression, which they heard then for the first time. One chassid
proposed: Since "When wine enters, the secret comes out," which
In avoda**** signifies that the emotions are revealed, we need

a b'racha for this; the expression is L'chayim velivracha, and

ego when she was flagged down by a man whose truck had

broken down.

The man walked up to the car and asked, "Are you going t
San Diego?"

"Sure," answered the Chelmer, "do you need a lift?"
"Not for me. I'll be spending the next three hours fixing m

truck. My problem is I've got two chimpanzees in the back,

which have to be taken to the San Diego Zoo. They're a bit
stressed already so | don't want to keep them on the road
all day. Could you possibly take them to the zoo for me? I'll
give you $100 for your trouble."

"I'd be happy to," said the Chelmer. So the two chimpan-
zees were ushered into the back seat of the Chelmer's car
and carefully strapped into their seat belts. Off they went.

Five hours later, the truck driver was driving through the
heart of San Diego when suddenly he was horrified!! There
was the Chelmer woman walking down the street and
holding hands with the two chimps, much to the amuse-
ment of a big crowd.

With a screech of brakes he pulled off the road and ran
over to the Chelmer.

What in the world are you doing here?" he demanded. "I
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"Livracha" may be read, leiv racha -- a sensitive heart.

retation could
and labored in

The Tzemach Tzedek commented: Such an inter
be proposed only by a chassid who has davene
avoda for thirty years.

=== Hayom Yom: 28 Adar |

*Rebbe DovBer. He took over the leadership of the Baal-Shem-Tov. The Alter Rebbe, the
founder of Chabad, was his youngest student.

**Seems like the concept of a farbrengen where people spend time together, Singing,
words of Torah, inspiring in Avodas Hashem bsimchah, starts with the Alter Rebbe.
***Baal haTanya v’'Shulchan Oruch haRav

****Serving G-d

====merkazanash.com * Admur Shmuel, fourth Chabad Rebbe ** Admur MM, the Rebbe,
seventh Chabad Rebbe

gave you $100 to take these chimpanzees to the zoo."

"Yes, | know you did," said the Chelmer," but we had mon-
ey left over -- so now we're going to Sea World."

(o]

There's this Chelmer out for a walk. He comes to a river
and sees another Chelmer on the opposite bank. 'Yoo-hoo!
he shouts, 'How can | get to the other side?"

The second Chelmer looks up the river then down the river
and shouts back, 'You ARE on the other side.'

y

A Russian, an American, and a Chelmer were talking one
day.

The Russian said, 'We were the first in space!
The American said, 'We were the first on the moon!

The Chelmer said, 'So what? We're going to be the first on
the sun!

The Russian and the American looked at each other and
shook their heads. 'You can't land on the sun, you fool!
You'll burn up! said the Russian.

To which the Chelmer replied, '"We're not stupid, you know.
We're going at night!



LART]

Ml < o
VARITA b

LINE

DAIRY BREAD THAT WAS
ALREADY BAKED

We previously discussed that one is not
allowed to bake milchiga or fleishiga
bread.

What about if it was already baked?
Can one still remedy the situation? In
other words, will cutting it into small
pieces or making a different shape help
after it was already baked? This a big
discussion in the acharonim, if the bread
was already baked in a way that was not
allowed, can we still allow its consump-
tion by applying these heteirm.

The Kreisi U’pleisi writes that his
grandfather, Rav Leib Tzuntz, did allow
this. The Kreisi U’pleisi himself only
allows it, if there is also a combination
with another possible heter. The Chavas
Daas takes strong issue with this sug-
gestion, and writes emphatically that it
is too late; it has already become a food
that is prohibited. The Pri Megadim and
Pischei Teshuva also write that it should
not be done.

We can suggest a possible explana-
tion for this machlokes, based on a
machlokes in regards to Bishul Akum
— food that was cooked by a non-Jew.
There is a machlokes in Shulchan Aruch
if food cooked by a non-Jew makes the
pot treif. Some explain that the question
is if Chazal turned the food into some-
thing non-kosher, or they just said that
one is forbidden to eat it. In other words,
did they make an issur cheftza - a food
that is forbidden, or did they make an
issur gavra — a prohibition on the per-
son to eat the food, but not something
which has an effect on the food itself. If
the food itself is asur, then the pot will
become treif. But if the issur is only on
the person - but the food itself is not
affected - then it will be unnecessary to
kosher the pot.

The same can be the question here, as

loss involved.

COMMUNITY KOLLEL NEWS:
Both the Kollel Boker and the Night
Kollel join in wishing a hearty mazal tov
to our long-time and devoted members,
Shlomo Yosef and Esther Malka Jundef,
on the occasion of the bris of their son,
this past Sunday. May they see much

well. Did Chazal turn the bread into
something non-kosher, or they just said
that one is forbidden to eat it. If the
bread itself is asur, then it will not help
to fix it later. But if the issur is only on
the person - but the food itself is not
affected - then we can understand that it
may be possible to fix it after the baking,
as well.

Another natka mina can be if the pan

i nachas!
used to bake this bread. needs to be Wishing You a Happy Adar Beis and
koshered, just as there is a machlokes aWonderful Shabbos,

in regards to bishul akum. If the bread
itself is asur, then the pan will also be-
come treif. But if the issur is only on the

RABBI NACHUM SCHEINER

person — but the bread itself is not “treif,” 8 B
then it will be unnecessary to kosher the ' ! #gnn

pan.

What is the halacha? Many achronim
(the Pri Megadim, the Pischei Teshu-
va, and the Aruch Hashulchan) rule
stringently, that one is not allowed to
fix it after the baking. The Pri Megadim
proves this from the fact that Chazal
state that the bread is forbidden, and do
not add any clause that one can still fix
it. It would seem clear that there is “no
return.”

There are other acharonim (the
Chachmas Adam, the Ksav Sofer, and
the Yad Yehuda) who suggest a compro-
mise, allowing it to be fixed, if it became
milchig or fleishig by mistake. They
suggest that the aforementioned proof
of the Pri Megadim is only true when it
was done intentionally; then it cannot be
fixed. But if it happened unintentionally,
it can still be fixed. The Chachmas Adam
adds that he only allows fixing it after- ~eleBeksr~
wards, if it was unintentional and there
is significant monetary loss involved.

SUMMARY
If the bread was already baked with
dairy, most rule that it is too late to fix.
Some allow fixing it if it was uninten-
tional and there is significant monetary
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Daf Hashovua Chabura
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Monday - Thursday
18 Forshay Rd Main Bais Medrash
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FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN THE KOLLEL, PLEASE CONTACT

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner 845.372.6618 = ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com

sl hmil

~ight ,}\.il.h Al &l‘"‘,’! oMane




This is
how you can
show your
appreciation

IT's THAT
TIME OF
YEAR AGAIN!

DN N m vYaTn NN

BAIS MEDRASH OHR CHAIM
COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

qMiiSIH OIAH MANOS,
PROJEET

ZLeduy Nishmas Chaya Rochel bas Reb-fsher finschel 371

SOME OF OUR SHUL SERVICES

Numerous Minyamin | Kollel Boker/Erev | Guest Speakers
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FOR ONLY $150 YOU CAN BE A PART OF THIS BEAUTIFUL MITZVAH!
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- by logging on to
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) Send a check to: Purim Project:
cash to Ephraim

. - 126 West Maple Ave, Monsey, NY 10952
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