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SARAH:

A Sacrifice for Generations

“Saralvs lifetime was one hundred
years, and twenty years, and seven
years, the years of Sarah’s life”

Rashi teaches us that the reason the
word “years” is repeated after “hun-
dred” and after “twenty” is to inform
us that when Sarah was 100 years old
she was like one who is 20 years old.
Just as one who is 20 is considered
as if she never sinned (for she is not
liable for punishment) — so Sarah at
100 was without sin.

Rashi further explains the final
words of the passuk, the seemingly
repetitive “the years of Sarah’s life,”
to teach us that “they were all equal-
ly good”

The sefer Eish Kodesh, written in the
Warsaw Ghetto by the Piaseczner
Rebbe, Hy’d, asks: Why do we find
that in the case of Sarah Imeinu the
Torah stresses that she was free of
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RABBI LANKRY

sin, more so than in the case of any
other righteous woman?

In regard to Avraham Avinu, he
adds, the Torah also repeats the
word “years,” stating that he lived “a
hundred years, and seventy years,
and five years;” there, too, Rashi
teaches: “at one hundred years old
he was like seventy years old, and

at seventy years old he was like a
five-year-old, without sin” There,
however, the Torah does not repeat
“the years of Avraham,” as it does for
Sarah Imeinu, “the years of Sarah”
In his answer, the Rebbe quotes the
Rebbe Reb Menachem Mendel of
Rimanov, zt’l.

Chazal (Brachos 5a) point out that
the word bris (covenant) is used
both in regard to salt and in regard
to yissurim — afflictions. The Gema-
ra states that “Just as when making a
covenant, the use of salt sweetens the
meat, so, t0o, in the case of affliction,
the yissurim purge all a person’s
sins”

If one over-salts meat, one can

no longer enjoy its taste. Salt only
“sweetens” meat when it is used in
the appropriate amount. So, too, says
the Rebbe of Rimanov, the infliction
of yissurim must be in amounts that
a sufferer can accept.

Writing in the shadow of death, fully
cognizant of the fate of his nation,
the Piaseczner Rebbe applied this
teaching to our parashah. Rashi ex-
plains that the reason the Torah tells
us about the petirah of Sarah Imeinu
immediately following the narra-
tive of the Akeidah is that, through
becoming aware that her son was
readied for slaughter — and was in
fact nearly slaughtered — her soul
flew from her and she passed away.
These two parshiyos are juxtaposed,
the Rebbe explains, as a way to
evoke mercy for Klal Yisrael. If Sarah
Imeinu — a person so righteous that
the Torah attests she was totally free
of sin — could not tolerate the yis-
surim of hearing about the Akeidah,
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then certainly her descendants —
who are far, far from her lofty level
— cannot survive difficult yissurim.
Alternatively, the Piaseczner Rebbe
explains that perhaps the reason
Sarah Imeinu herself took the news
of the Akeidah so much to heart
that she could no longer live, was to
show the Ribbono shel Olam that it
is not possible to tolerate overmuch
affliction.

This is why the Torah repeats “the
years of Sarahss life,” which it does
not do when telling of Avraham’s
petirah. Since one might think that
the fact that she took the news so
badly could be construed as a sign
of spiritual weakness, the Torah tells
us that since she did so on behalf of
Bnei Yisrael, in this final act, too, she
did not sin, and all her years to the
end were indeed equal in goodness.
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LIGHT AND DARKNESS: THE LESSONS
FROM THE TRAGEDY IN PITTSBURGH

Chazal tell us that our forefathers paid considerable funds
for three special places in order to ensure they were owned
by us, the Jews, and that there could be no dispute con-
cerning their ownership. Interestingly, these three places-
-the Bais Hamikdash in Yerushalayim, Maarat Hamachpela
in Hevron and Kever Yosef in Shchem - have been the cen-
ters of contention and dispute for many years. Why?

| think we can answer this with another question that
R Wolfson mentioned in his Sefer Emunas Itecha. Chazal
teach us that the source of marriage is learned from the
purchase of a grave for Sarah. It is certainly strange that
the sacred and joyous act of marriage, of kiddushin, is con-
nected to a time and place of death and darkness.

In the wake of the tragedy that occurred this past Shab-
bas, Parshas Vayera, darkness filled the air. The horren-
dous murder of eleven Jews took place during the exact
time of the reading of the akieida. Watching the scene of
the slaughter was painful. And the thousands of WhatsApps
and comments about the reasons for the tragedy and
where and why it happened didn't do much to help with
the blackness that surrounded us all. But yet from the ash-
es came much light.

The unity that was created by the tragedy was palpable

Shabbos & Marriage
A Short Message From Rabbi Yitzchak Feldheim

Interestingly, Shabbos shares many similarities to
marriage. The Jewish people welcome and embrace
the Shabbos Kallah, the Shabbos Queen, mirroring
the loving embrace of a husband and wife. We are as
well commanded to honor Shabbos, just as a husband
is required to honor his wife more than himself (Yeva-
mos 62b). | thus often remind young adults entering

almost immediately and Jews of all persuasions sought ways
to deal with the traumatic event. Some doned Tefiliin, others
sought comfort by reciting Psalms. A sense of being part of

a broader Jewish family prompted many Jews to review who
they are and what a Jew is all about.

One of the most enlightening verses introduced in order
to give meaning to the tragedy were the words of the Aish
Kodesh-- the Piassesna--who explains that the actual act of
the Akeida of Yitzchok, which was undertaken by Avraham
with ratzon- - desire and will-- was never actualized. But it
has happened throughout the centuries when Jews are killed
simply because they are Jews. This is the actualization of the
Akeida.

The Meshech Chochma in Parshas Bechukosai offers another
interpretation of these events. He explains at length the idea
of the Jewish people being reminded again and again by non-
Jews who are out to kill them that when it comes to being
Jewish it makes no difference what color shirt and hat you
wear or which shul you belong to or how far you have fallen.
If you are Jewish, you are part of an eternal nation that con-
tinues to be persecuted by our enemies who try to destroy us
and who will continue to threaten us until the arrival of the
Mashiach.

Lastly, | found that this was a time to reread as often as pos-
sible and to internalize the powerful words of the Chazon Ish
in Hilchos Shechita perek bais that tells us that during times
of haziness when we can’t see any clarity in why things hap-
pen it is counterproductive to focus on the negative. Rather
we should concentrate on bringing Jews closer though much
love and understanding.

| hope that these lessons stay with us.

Let’s get back to marriage and the three sacred places men-
tioned above: Marriage isn't an easy journey but when the
man or the woman understands that through the challenges
and turbulences of being together each one can emerge with
both spiritual and physical lights gained by their own efforts,
the struggles are worthwhile.

When we think about death we initially believe it’s the end
butin truth we know it’s only the beginning of a new journey
to the next world. The three holy places were passageways
for Yosef and the Avos to heaven and the higher spiritual
worlds.

The location of the Mikdash was initially on a gurney until
Dovid Hamelech purchased it and brought it to Yerushalay-
im. We learn from this that even a simple gurney can be the
passage to the highest places on earth.

Good Shabbos

the shidduch phase of something often overlooked or
never even considered. When looking into a prospec-
tive shidduch, inquire as to how the other party relates
to Shabbos. How does the person spend his or her time
when all is quiet? The way a person respects and treats
the Shabbos Kallah is often indicative of how they will
relate to their spouse. If they are able to sit still and
bask in the moment of silence, simplicity and spiritual-
ity, such behavior will likely transfer over and form the
loving and attentive relationship a future husband and
wife will enjoy.



REMARKABLE FACTS ABOUT
SARAH EIMEINU

Only four women are called Eimainu: Sarah,
Rivka, Rachel, and Leah (Berachos 16b).

At first she was a princess to her people, then
she became a princess to the whole world
(Berachos 13a).

Avraham and Sarah were proselytes
(Bamidbar Rabbah 8:9).

The letter yud of Sarai which was removed
from her name stood and cried for many years

until Yehoshua ben Nun came and Hashem

added it to his name (Sanhedrin 107a).

The letter yud flew before the throne of the

Holy One, Blessed is He, and said, "Master
of the Universe, have You taken me out of the name of the
righteous Sarah because | am the smallest of the letters?" The
Holy One, blessed is He, replied, "In the past you were at the end
of a woman's name, now I shall place you at the beginning of a
man's name: Yehoshua" (Bereishis Rabbah 47:1).

The yud whose numerical value is ten that the Holy One,
Blessed is He, took from the name of Sarah was divided. Half
(i.e., one whose value is five), was given to Sarah when her name
was changed, and half the other to Abraham when his name was
changed. (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 2:6).

All Sarah's years passed in gladness and joy (Lekach Tov,
Bereishis 23:1).

Thirty-seven years, from the day Yitzchak (Isaac) was born
until the moment he was bound on the altar, were years of "life"
for Sarah. (Genesis 23:1) (Zohar 1:123a).

Avimelech cursed Sarah, and the curse was fulfilled in her
descendant. It is written, "Let it be for you and eye-covering"
(Genesis 20:16). He said to her, "Since you covered the fact that
Avraham was your husband and thereby you caused me all this
grief, may you have sons whose eyes are covered.” This was
fulfilled in her son, as it is written, When Yitzchak become old,
his eyesight dimmed (ibid. 27:1) (Bava Kamma 93a).

Avimelech gave her a royal garment and made her a
noblewoman, so that no man would ever approach her. All
would hear that she was a queen and would fear her (Tanchuma,
ed. Buber, Vayeira 27).

Avram said, "See, now | know that you are a woman of beautiful
appearance” (Genesis 12:11). From here you learn that until then
he had not known of his wife's beauty, as is common for other
husbands (Eitz Yosef) (Tanchuma Lech Lecha 5).

Who are the seven prophetesses? Sarah, Miriam, Devorah,
Channah, Avigail, Chuldah, and Esther (Megillah 14a).

Yiscah (Genesis 11:29) is Sarah. Why then was she called Yiscah
(from the word, gaze)? Because she could see things through
Divine Inspiration (Megillah 14a).

We do not find that the Omnipresent spoke directly with any
woman except for Sarah (Yerushalmi Sotah 7:1).

The Holy One, Blessed is He, spoke to all other righteous
women through an angel, but to Sarah He spoke through Divine
communication (Lekach Tov, Bereishit 23:1).

At the age of one hundred, she was like a twenty-year-old
(i.e., without any sins deserving of heavenly punishment, for
at the age of twenty, one-first becomes subject to heavenly
punishment) (Bereishis Rabbah 58:1).

The psalm Eishes Chayil, "An Accomplished Woman"
(Proverbs 31), was said about the Sarah Eimainu, from aleph to
tav (Shocher Tov 112:1).

Sarah Eimeinu was exceedingly modest (Bava Metzia 87a).

Avraham and Sarah prepared a place of immersion for all, he
for men and she for women (Zohar 1:102b).

PARSHA
SNAPSHOT
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LeChaim

In Bereishis, Perek Chof Gimmel, posuk alef
it says that Sarah lived one hundred years and
twenty years and seven years. Subsequently,
the posuk summarizes and says, “Shnei chayei
Sarah.” This appears to be a repetition of the
beginning of the posuk.

RABBI BERACH
STEINFELD

I saw a beautiful pshat in the Haamek Davar from

the Netziv. He explains that the word “chaim” has
two connotations. One is life, the opposite of death. The other meaning
is how we describe a person who is full of life, happiness and vigor, the
opposite of being depressed. This is what the posuk in Devarim, Perek
Daled, posuk daledis telling us when it states, “Va’atem hadeveikim...
chaim kulchem hayom.” If you cleave to Hashem and do the mitzvos of the
Torah you will merit living today. This means that when a person lives with
simcha he is truly living today.

We find in the midrash that Avraham was a tafel to Sarah when it
came to nevius (prophecy), therefore Hashem commanded Avraham in
Parshas Vayeira that he should listen to whatever Sarah tells him. How is
it possible that Avraham could be considered inferior to Sarah in nevius
(prophecy) when Hashem spoke to him many times and Hashem only
spoke to Sarah once when Hashem rebuked her?

To answer this question we have to understand that there are two
separate aspects when it comes to connecting with Hashem. There is
Ruach HaKodesh and there is nevius. Ruach HaKodesh is when a person
meditates and via his thoughts and vision he brings upon himself the
ruach of Kodesh and thereby knows what Hashem wants him to do.
Ruach HaKodesh does not involve speaking with Hashem. Nevius is when
Hashem comes and talks to the person, whether it is in a dream or when
the person is up, and the person thereby hears the ratzon of Hashem
kivayachol. David Hamelech was zocheh to both Ruach haKodesh and
nevius.

Avraham was greater than Sarah when it came to prophecy; however,
Sarah was greater than Avraham when it came to Ruach HaKodesh. The
reason for this is that since Avraham was a leader in his generation and
was constantly getting people to do teshuva and to become religious,
he did not have the luxury of being able to spend the time meditating in
order to get ruach haKodesh. Sarah, who was a tzanua and stayed in the
tent, had the time to receive Ruach HaKodesh and was able to get divine
inspiration. This is based on the Chasam Sofer’s writings in his hakdama
to the teshuvos of Yoreh Deah. An additional reason explaining why Sarah
was superior to Avraham in Ruach HaKodesh is because one must be in
a state of simcha of a mitzvah in order for one to have Ruach HaKodesh.
Sarah, who had great emunah and bitachon, was able to lead a happy life
thereby prompting Chazal to say “kulan shavin le’tova” (all her years were
equally good). Sarah was therefore able to excel in the inyan of Ruach
HaKodesh.

With this we can understand when the posuk says, “Shnei chayei Sarah”
that the word “shnei” means the number two. Sarah had a double dosage
of life; the fact that she was alive and the fact that she was living a life full
of life simcha, thereby gaining Ruach HaKodesh and having bitachon in
Hashem.

Let us hope that we all work on ourselves not just to live, but to live and
be happy.



DEFINING THE
MITZVA OF
MILAH

In continuation of the topic of
milah, I would like to share some
more highlights of the shiur that I
gave at the Kollel Boker.

We previously discussed that there
is a fundamental machlokes as to
the status of a bris milah in the
following case: If the skin is no
longer covering the crown, but
was not detached from the skin,

is that considered a fulfillment of
the mitzvah of milah? According
to the Chachmas Adam and the
Chamudei Daniel it is not a valid
milah, and according to the Divrei
Chaim and the others it is.

Explanation of the word Sinn

If we take a closer look at the
various teshuvos written on the
topic, we see that the basis for this
machlokes really goes back to the
understanding the expression used
in the pasuk (17:10): “532 02% Hinn
121 - You shall circumcise every
male.” The word milah is loosely
translated as circumcision, but
what does it really mean? Does

it mean to cut or to remove? In
other words is the essence of the
mitzvah to cut off the foreskin, or
to remove it?

Based on these two
understandings, there will be a
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different way of explaining of what
the mitzvah entails: if it requires
removing the foreskin from the
“crown,” or if it requires cutting it
off entirely.

According to the Chachmas

Adam, the word %inn means to cut.
Hence, simply pushing it down

and removing it from the crown is
not considered fulfillment of the
mitzvah, and the child will still be
an areil. This is in fact what the
Targum writes on the pasuk of the
mitzvah of milah: “xqwa n? 1nm
11an57p7, you shall cut the foreskin.”
The Divrei Chaim, on the other
hand, explains that the word 5inn
means to remove the foreskin, and
as long as it is pushed down and
the crown is visible, the mitzvah
has been fulfilled. He proves this
from the Chasam Sofer (Y”D 249),
who explains that the word 5inn

is to remove. The Chasam Sofer
shows this from the words of the
Targum on the pasuk (Nitzavim
30:6): “5n1 9225 nx 'n.” The Targum
explains: 725 mwsov nm 1 1wn,” which
means that Hashem will remove
the silliness of your heart.

This brings us to a big problem:

If the pasuk just means that the
foreskin must be removed, how, in
fact, do we know that one has to

do any cutting at all? As mentioned
earlier, the Divrei Chaim agrees
that, lichatchila, the proper way

to fulfill the mitzvah is that one
must cut off the entire foreskin
the mitzvah. In addition, he writes
that it must be done through some

amount of cutting. Where does this
come from?

This is a big discussion, in the
Acharonim. There is one answer,
based on the Maharil Diskin,

that there are really 2 parts to the
mitzvah - cutting off the orlah,
and removing the orlah. Therefore,
one must be sure to also cut some
of the orlah, but for the remainder
it is enough to remove it from the
crown.

This shiur, as well as other shiurim
on the topic of milah, are available
on the shul’s website, 18Forshay.
com, and on Torahanytime.com.
There is also a Kuntres of shiurim
on the topic of milah. For more
information please feel free to send
an email to: Ohrchaimshul18@
gmail.com.
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RABBI BENTZION

Parshas Chayei Sorah

of Our Whrld

Every once in a while we need to step
back and examine our priorities. We
need to reset, get back on track...think
about what Hashem really wants from
us. What a powerful message we all
received 3500 years ago. The Torah is a
mandate- a guide for life, but it’s more,
much more than that. It’s lessons pulse
through our veins, every word holy,
every letter a world of knowledge.

The Torah bonds us with our Creator.
We must reflect His attributes. Just as
Hashem is merciful and caring towards
His creations, we must be just as caring
to those around us.

If we are to truly absorb the essence of
the Torah, we must make Chesed not
only a priority but our guiding light..
When Avrohom Avinu, the progenitor

JOKES

DUCK TALES

A duck goes into a furniture store and
says 'got any duck food?'

The guy at the counter says, 'sorry, we
don't sell duck food".

The little duck walks out.
The next day, same duck, same guy.
'Got any duck food?'

'Sorry little duck, | told you yesterday,
no duck food here. "'

The duck walks out.
Next day, again, 'got any duck food?'

The guy says 'No! we don't sell duck
food! and if you come in here again I'm
gonna glue your feet to the floor!"

The duck walks out. next day, duck
walks in. 'Got any glue?'

The guy says 'what?... no'".
"...got any duck food?'

CHELM ADVERTISING

A Chelm farmer's dog goes missing and
he is inconsolable.

His wife says to him, "why don't you
put an ad in the paper to get him
back".

8

SNEH

of Chesed in the world was looking for

a wife for his only son Yitzchok, the
marching orders he gave the Shadchan,
Eliezer, was to look closely for a kind
and giving wife for Yitzchok. Only
through such a fore bearer could the
DNA of the Jewish nation be formed.
The Chofetz Chaim wonders, why does
the Torah repeat the story of Eliezer and
his search for sterling middos in a wife
for Yitzchok, three distinct times while
so many Halachos are only hinted at in
the Torah, by the exclusion or inclusion
of one little letter? What is the message
for us here?

Our saintly sage tells us that Issur or
Heter, being allowed to do something
or not - may be learned through a hint.
It’s message is heard clearly. The word
of Hashem cuts through to our essence
and resonates within our soul. But
appreciating the importance of good
middos and developing within ourselves
a heart that cares - these lessons need to
be constantly repeated, like a medicine
that must be taken multiple times until

The farmer does this, but after two
weeks, no phone calls, the dog is still
missing.

"What did you write in the paper?"
asked his wife.

"Here boy," said the farmer.

THE OLD WEST

Back in the frontier days, a westbound
wagon train was lost and low on food.

No other humans had been seen for
days, when finally they saw an "Old
Jewish Man" sitting beneath a tree.
The leader rushed to him and said,
"We're lost and running out of food. Is
there someplace ahead where we can
get food?

"Vell," the old Jew said, "I vouldn't
go up dat hill und down other side.
Somevun told me you'll run into a big
bacon tree."

"A bacon tree?" asked the wagon train
leader.

"Yah, ah bacon tree. Trust me. For
nuttin vud | lie."

The leader goes back and tells his
people that if nothing else, they might

X“0Iw "1 Y50 nnnaxr 1“1a Y T2V

ADAPTED FOR ENGLISH BY AVROHOM HILLEL REICH

it cures.

Chesed must be absorbed internally if it
is to truly change who we are.

That is why chesed always starts at
home with our spouse and children.
Home is where we perfect our chesed

by repeatedly performing acts of loving
kindness with those who are nearest and
dearest to us. It's a daily test, a daily
exercise- and if you don’t get it right,
there’s always tomorrow.

One must constantly ask himself, "Did

I act well at home today? When I had
the chance to, did | smile and listen

to my kids? Did I hug them, or maybe
play a game with them (with my phone
turned off)? Did I show appreciation

to my spouse for all they are doing for
me?” If not, don’t despair... there’s a new
opportunity for chesed every day, every
minute!

It’s a most important test for us, but one
with big rewards, as it brings a healthy
and loving atmosphere to our homes!
Good Shabbos!

be able to find food on the other side
of the next ridge.

"So why did he say not to go there?"
some of the pioneers asked.

"Oh, you know those Jews -- they don't
eat bacon."

So the wagon train goes up the hill
and down the other side. Suddenly,
Indians attack and massacre everyone
except the leader, who barely manages
to escape back to the old Jew, who's
enjoying a "glassel tea."

The near-dead man starts shouting,
"You fool! You sent us to our deaths!
We followed your instructions, but
there was no bacon tree! There was
hundreds of Indians, who killed
everyone."

The old Jew holds up his hand and
says "0y, vait a minute." He then gets
out an old English-Yiddish dictionary,
and begins thumbing through it.
"Gevalt, | made myself ah big mistake.
It vuz not a bacon tree.

It vuz a ham bush!"



Rosh Chodesh kislev

On Shmini Atzeres, Tishrei 22, 5738 — October 4th 1977, during
the Hakafos, the Rebbe suddenly turned pale and sat down.
Realizing that something was not right, Chassidim began
vacating the Shul and doctors were summoned. When a medic
who was at the Shul offered the Rebbe a drink of water, he
refused saying that he first wanted to complete the Hakafos and
make Kiddush. Once the Hakofos were completed, the Rebbe
walked to the Sukkah where he made Kiddush on a cup of wine.
It was only when the doctors began checking his pulse and vitals
that they realized he had suffered a major heart attack. Per his
request, the Rebbe was treated at his office over the course of
the next several weeks. On Rosh Chodesh Kislev, Koslev 1, 5738
---Friday, November 11, 1977, the Rebbe left his office in 770 to
go home.

This day is celebrated in Chabad, as a Yom Tov with farbrengens
around the world, with singing that elevate the soul and a
Mashpia conveying the positive affect and pleasure a person can
reach by learning Torah and doing Mitzvos.
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BUILDING HOMES,
BUILDING FAMILIES,

BEGINS WITH
CHESSED

Rabbi Avi Wiesenfeld

Living in one apartment above another in
Jerusalem were two families. Both blessed to
have large families, as the children grew up and
reached various milestones, the many happy
occasions were always delightfully celebrated.
Yet for the family living in the apartment
underneath, life wasn’t as easy. As the children
became older and reached marriageable age,
things seemed to come to a standstill. Few
shidduch suggestions were made to the sons
and daughters, a sure cause of frustration.

For the family living just above, however,
circumstances were quite the opposite. As the
children became young adults, they started
becoming engaged and getting married

one after another. Soon there was a bris,

bar mitzvah and wedding with little time in
between. The house was a happening place,
full of constant visits from married children and
relatives. Space was limited and tight, but it
was without question a blessing.

One morning, the family living downstairs
received a knock on the door. It was the

father from the apartment just above. After
exchanging greetings, the father asked if he
could discuss something for a few minutes.
“Baruch Hashem, our family is expanding day
by day. As such, we think it is time to build an
extension to our apartment. But before we do
so, by way of government regulation, we need
to ask permission from our neighbors. Would
that be okay with you?” The father of the family
downstairs paused for a moment. All he could
think about was the contrast between their
respective families. The neighbor’s family was
happily growing and thriving, yet his family
seemed to be staying more or less the same and
not growing.

Unsure how to respond, the father of the
downstairs apartment hemmed and hawed for
the next few moments. Although he wished to
be a kind and helpful neighbor, he struggled

to come to terms with granting permission for
such a project which would likely cause him
and his family emotional turmoil. And so, the
father went about expressing how he felt. “l am
very sorry, but | don’t think it would be a good
idea for you to do so.” And with that, the father
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bid his neighbor goodbye and gently closed the
door.

When the father shortly afterwards saw his
wife, she asked what had happened. “Well, the
neighbor above us wants to build an extension
to his apartment.” “And so, you allowed him,
right?” “No, | told him that | don’t think it is the
best idea.” “Why did you say that? | know it may
be hard for you to see how well their family is
celebrating one simcha after another, but you
should overcome that resentment and be a nice
neighbor.” Listening to his wife’s advice, the
man decided that he would acquiesce to his
neighbor’s request.

And so, without further delay, he headed back
upstairs. After explaining to the neighbor
upstairs that it would be fine if he wished to
expand his apartment, the neighbor could not
thank the father enough. “Thank you so much
for understanding.” But there was one other
issue to discuss. “Before you go, if | could just
ask you one other favor. Since my apartment
is directly above yours, it would be easiest if

I could have my workers come through your
apartment and organize their equipment

on your balcony. Would you mind if they

do that?” Now realizing that an even bigger
inconvenience would be placed on his family,
the father hesitated. But then he reminded
himself once again of what his wife had told
him. And so, he looked back at the father and
said, “That is fine. We would be glad to help you
as best as we can.”

At 7 am the next morning, a knock was heard
at the front door. Wondering who it could be at
such an early hour of the day, the father slowly
walked over to the front door and opened up.
Standing in front of him were eight broad-
shouldered men with construction equipment
in their hands. “Hi, we have been sent by your
neighbor upstairs. He told us to come down
here and set ourselves up.” Now realizing who
it was, the father allowed them in and showed
them to the balcony despite the early hour.

This process continued for weeks. Day after
day, construction was underway with the full
blow of noise, hammering and drilling. This
was aside from the trudging of the workers in
and out of the lower apartment. But the family

graciously went along with everything and did
all that they could to be of assistance.

And then finally, the day came. All the work was
completed. Finishing up with the final touches,

the workers thanked the family for all their help
and left for good.

Two weeks later, the father of the downstairs
apartment received a phone call. It was a
shidduch offer for his daughter. Pleasantly
surprised, as this was the first suggestion his
daughter received in quite a while, the father
spoke about the proposed match with her. And
in fact, not before long, she became engaged.
The family was overjoyed and thrilled.

It was a few days later at the vort that the
parents of both the chassan and kallah met
for the first time. Yet when the father of the
girl took one look at the father of the boy, he
looked quite familiar. “Do | know you from
somewhere?” “Sure, you do,” replied the boy’s
father. “l was the contractor for your neighbor
upstairs who built an extension to their
apartment.” “That’s right!” enthused the father.
“What made you think of my daughter for your
son though?” “I’ll tell you,” he replied.

“When | saw you and your family so kindly and
graciously open their doors to help a neighbor,
I was touched. ‘Here is a family,’ | thought to
myself, ‘who thinks outside of themselves and
will go to great lengths to help someone else’
When | saw how much you put yourselves out
day after day, | said, ‘This is the type of family

I want my son to marry into’ And so it was. Our
children got to know each other and today,
baruch Hashem, they are chassan and kallah.
But it all began by the way you and your family
acted with such derech eretz and middos.”

These man’s words say it all. The way we act
and relate to others makes the greatest of
impressions and speaks louder than anything
else. And especially when it is difficult, if

we nonetheless make the effort to show our
concern for another and open our door, we have
taken one small step, yet one giant leap. That
gesture and thoughtfulness will begin paving
the way for a beautiful life for ourselves and so
many others.
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HOW DID THE ANGELS GET
BOSOR BECHALAV

I would like to share some
more highlights of the shiur
that | gave at the night
kollel, this past Wednesday,
on the topic of basar
b’cholov.

Itis always a special feeling
when one is learning a
certain topic that has a
connection to the weekly
parsha. This is why it is
especially exciting to

be learning the topic of
cooking meat and milk
which, as we will see, has

a direct connection to this
past week’s parsha.

The Gemara in Shabbos
tells us that when Moshe
went up to Heaven to
receive the Torah, he

was met by the angels,

who were not ready to
relinquish their ownership
of the Torah. They claimed
that the Torah belongs in
Heaven and did not agree
for him to take away from
them the Torah. Moshe
responded to the malachim
by pointing out that there
are so many parts of the
Torah that do not apply to
them and therefore humans
- and not malachim -
should have the Torah.
Interestingly, the Midrash
recounts a sequel to this
dialogue. As we know, after
the Jews worshipped the
Golden Calf, Moshe broke
the Luchos. He later went
up to Heaven to receive

the 2nd set of Luchos and
once again the angels came
with a claim against Moshe.
The angels proved their
point from the fact that

the Jews were not faithful
to the Torah. The Midrash

continues with Hashem
Himself responding to
their claim, that the angels
were also guilty of not
keeping the Torah. When
the three angels came to
visit Avraham the pasuk
states: |21 2701 ANDD NP1
Di'197 [N NWY WX P20

172N ... - “[Avraham] took

butter and milk, and the
claf which he prepared, and
served it to them... and
they ate.” We see, says the
Midrash, that they partook
of meat and milk together,
something that even little
children are knowledgeable
about. Since they also were
guilty of transgressing the
Torah, they do not deserve
the Torah more than the
humans.

DID THE ANGELS EAT MEAT
AND MILK THAT WERE
COOKED TOGETHER?

However, the idea that the
Midrash is presenting - that
the angels had milk and
meat - seems puzzling. As
explained in a previous
shiur, the only time that
there is an issur is if the
milk and meat were cooked
together. Since Avraham
kept the whole Torah, he
definitely would not cook
them together. Then, how
is it possible that they were
given meat and milk which
were cooked together?
There are many answers
given to this question and
we will discuss some of
these answers.

The malacham cooked it as
they ate

The Steipler, in his sefer
Birchas Peretz answers
that since angels are made
from fire, as they took

the food it was instantly
cooked from their fire. In
truth, this was not really
cooking, but actually frying
or roasting, and would
depend on the different
opinions mentioned in a
previous shiur, if that is
also the halachic equivalent
of cooking.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky,
shlita, in Derech Sicha

was asked the following
question about this
explanation: if the angles
first cooked the food that
they were served, why
didn’t the Midrash make
mention of the fact they
cooked milk and meat
together?

He answers based on the
words of the Chasam Sofer,
who points to the Rambam,
based on a Midrash, that
the main issuris the
consumption of meat and
milk. On the other hand,
the issur to cook them
together was given because
cooking is usually done

to enable consumption.
Since the main issur is the
eating, the Midrash chose
to mention that as the issur
that they had done.

In a previous shiur

we quoted the Sefer
Hachinuch, who maintains
the exact opposite
approach. He writes that
the Torah did not want

a mixture of meat and
milk, and that is why it is
inherently problematic,
even if no one is eating the
product. He even suggests
that the issur of eating

and benefitting from milk
and meat was meant as a
safeguard, to ensure that
no one will want to cook
them together.

In summary, one possibility
to how the angels had
cooked meat and milk is
because the angels cooked
the food with their own
fire. There are many other
answers, which we will,
b’ezeras Hashem, discuss in
a future article.

COMMUNITY KOLLEL NEWS:

The Night Kollel had the honor
to once again host Rabbi Eli
Gersten, Rabbinic Coordinator
for the OU, who gave a shiur
on the Topic of Hichos Basar
B’cholov, on Wednesday Oct
31st, 8:45-9:45pm.

In connection to the parsha,
where Yitzchak davened
Mincha, | will b’ezras Hashem
be giving a shiur this Friday
morning on the topic of
tefilah.

As always, these shiurim

are available on the shul’s
website, 18Forshay.com, on
MP3 in the shul, and many

of them are also available

on Torahanytime. To receive
updates of upcoming shiurim,
please send a request to
Ohrchaimshull8@gmail.com.o
Daf yomi

For your convenience, Ohr
Chaim now has 4 different daf
yomi shiurim available:
6:00-6:55am - Rabbi Zalman
Heller, 18 upstairs office
6:30-7:15am (Yiddish) - Rabbi
Yitzchok Y. Klein, 18 Main floor
back room

9:00-9:45am - Rabbi Shea
Stern, 18 upstairs office
8:45-9:45pm - Rabbi Yanky
Model, 20 Main Bais Medrash
Wishing You a Wonderful
Shabbos,

Rabbi Nachum Scheiner
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Maariv 9:45
18 Forshay — Main Floor Bais Medrash

Maariv at 9:45

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN THE KOLLEL, PLEASE CONTACT
Rabbi Nachum Scheiner 845.372.6618 ohrchaimmonsey@gmail.com
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